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Class 3 The Power     [Pastor Bill Hoganson]
 3.00 hours---July 24
“The Power” and Faith: Quite often, we hear Christians proclaim that they deserve entrance to heaven because they are a “good” person. By stating they are a “good” person implies that through their own power they are “good” or “do good” thus earning their right to enter heaven. However, this is not what the Bible teaches! The Bible teaches in Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved to enter into heaven through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works not by being good, lest anyone should boast. 
Jesus makes it clear that salvation is made possible only through God’s power. Jesus said in Matthew 19:24–26 (NKJV) — 24 And again I say to you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.” The Greek word rhaphis used here for needle is “sharp point.” The Greek root for needle is rhapto meaning “to sew.”  It is literally impossible for a camel to go through the eye of a needle used for sewing clothes! 25 When His disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved enter into heaven?” 26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” It is only by the power of God that anyone can be saved, or enter into heaven. 
It is a common mistake to claim that it is by the believer’s power, works, or abilities that they can gain entrance into heaven. Those who hold this view like to quote the following verses: Matthew 24:13 (NKJV) But he who endures works hard enough to the end shall be saved enter into heaven. James 1:12 (NIV) Blessed is the one who perseveres works hard enough under his own power under trial because, having stood the test by his own power and abilities, that person will receive the crown of life interpreted to mean enter into heaven that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 1 Timothy 4:16 (NIV) Watch your life and doctrine closely. Persevere work hard under your own power in them, because if you do, you will save enter into heaven both yourself and your hearers. At first glance, it seems that the believer gains entrance into heaven by his own power, by his own good works and abilities. However, that could not be further from the truth. 
The above passages are not about the believer’s own power to gain salvation; since only God’s power can do that! Rather, these passages focus on believers choosing to persevere in faith to help carry them through trials. What kind of faith gives you power to “persevere” in trials?
Jesus provides an example what faith can do in Matthew 21:21 (NKJV)  So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ it will be done. Only God’s power can cast a mountain into the sea. This means that if a believer taps into God’s power by his own faith, and if it is God’s will, then the mountain will be cast into the sea. This fits quite well with Biblical faith. Faith is “receptivity of God’s activity.” Notice, faith is my receptivity to what God wants to accomplish with His activity. If His activity does not include moving a mountain into the sea, then no matter how much faith I have to move it into the sea, it will not be moved. Jesus prayed in the garden “not my will be done, but yours.” 
On the other hand, the kind of faith that perseveres through trials is always available to all believers. God expects all believes to “live by faith,” that they may persevere through trials. Those who are justified will “live by faith!” (Gal. 3:11-12; Rom. 1:17). This was James’ argument when he wrote James 2:24 (NKJV) You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. In other words, James emphasizes that “the just shall live or do works by faith.” They shall persevere, or “overcome,” if you will.
Matthew 24:13, James 1:12, and 1 Timothy 4:16 are not about gaining entrance into heaven by the power of the believer! 1 Timothy 4:16 exhorts believers to persevere, or “overcome,” by their faith by applying sound doctrine to their life. If sound doctrine, such as salvation by grace through faith alone, is not applied to the believer’s life, then the believer will not go to heaven. The power of the believer comes from faith; and faith alone! As the believer chooses to “live by faith” then He is justified. With this both James and Paul agree  (Jam. 2:24, Rom. 3:31). By “enduring and persevering,” those passages have more to do with the state of the believer’s faith. The “state” or “condition” of the believer’s faith is certainly not the same “state” of the faith of a demon! James writes in James 2:19 (NKJV) — 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! To believe God exists, like demons do, is one thing, but it is quite another to activate my choice by appropriating “God’s” activity into my life, to “live by faith.” 
KEY POINT: By continually being aware of my faith choices, then I will have greater opportunity to “overcome,” by the power of God.
God expects every believer, not only to be “receptive” of God’s activity (which saves him), but to carry out God’s “activity” in this life by “overcoming” (which earns him rewards). Thus, Paul writes: Philippians 3:14 (NKJV) — 14 I press work hard/carry out God’s activities toward the goal for the prize “earned” reward of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Paul also writes: 1 Corinthians 9:24 (NKJV) Do you not know that those who run in a race all run work hard/carries out God’s activities, but one receives the prize “earned” reward? Run in such a way work hard/carry out God’s activities that you may obtain it. What is the believer obtaining? Is it salvation? No, but it is the prize, or an “earned” reward, for Paul goes on to write: 1 Corinthians 9:25 (NKJV) And everyone who competes for the prize or reward is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown a reward, not salvation. All crowns are earned and awarded to believers as they tap into the power of God. The power of the believer comes as he chooses to participate in “God’s activity” by faith through the power of the Holy Spirit. 
This process is called experiential overcoming…
First, the believer must be “receptive” of God’s work (the free gift of salvation-Rom. 10:9-10). Next, the believer must “put into action” the confidence gained by that faith (rewards that are earned as we run the race-Phil. 3:14). This is the kind of faith that chooses to be “receptive of God’s activity;” it is also saving faith. Demons are not receptive of God’s activity; in fact, they oppose God’s activity! Those not receptive of God’s activity will not enter into the kingdom of heaven, for Paul writes in Galatians 5:19–21 (NKJV) — 19 Now the works of the flesh that which is opposed to “God’s activity” are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. Those who “practice” sin in their lives are not “receptive of God’s activities,” and, therefore, not in saving faith, and thus will not gain entrance into heaven. Those who are “receptive of God’s activities” will gain power to produce the following: Galatians 5:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. Those who are “receptive of God’s activities” will “walk in the Spirit” and not please the lusts of the flesh (Gal. 5:16, 25; Rom. 8:1, 4). Those who walk according to the course of this world are the “sons of disobedience” (Eph. 2:1-3).
Experiential “Overcoming” and the Seven Churches: In His address to the seven churches, Jesus seems to imply that there are those in the church who are not saved. Indeed, in Matt. 7:21-23 Jesus proclaims to professing Christians “I never knew you, depart from Me you workers of iniquity.” It is true that Christians are saved by grace through faith, not by works (Eph. 2:8-9). Grace and works are diametrically opposed (Rom. 11:6). It is also true that Christians receive rewards for serving the Lord by doing good works (Col. 3:24). Salvation and rewards earned by good works should not to be confused. Paul compares serving the Lord to running a race to receive a crown (1 Cor. 9:24-27). Christians run to win and earn the prize [the crown] of their high calling (Phil. 3:12-14), which is not salvation. Unfortunately, some Christians will not run the race well, and they will lose their reward, but this does not mean they are not saved (1 Cor. 3:14-15).

With this background, it appears that there are three types of Christians described in the Bible:

	Jesus Describes Three Types of Christians -  Revelation 2-3

	
	Definition
	Outward  Actions / Qualities

	Majority in Smyrna and Philadelphia

are

Type I


	“Abide in me...” “neither can you bear fruit, unless you remain (abide) in me.”   “...apart from me you can do nothing.”  John 15:4,5 KJV / NIV

This Christian is fully rewarded; did not lose any rewards (1 Cor. 3:10-15)

	Fruit of Spirit = Love: joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Galatians 5:22-23;  Also see fruit in: Rom 1:13, 6:22, 15:28;  Col 1:10;     Heb 13:15
This Christian is quick to repent: 

1 John 1:9, Eph  4:26, Matt 6:14-15

	Majority in Ephesus amd

Pergamos           are

    Type II


	“For I, brethren, cannot address you as spiritual, but as carnal (or fleshly).”      1 Cor 3:1, 10-15 
This Christian does not consistently abide in Jesus, and, therefore, could be ashamed before him at his coming.”      1 John 2:28 KJV
This Christian suffers loss of rewards;    (1 Cor. 3:1, 14-15)
	Works of flesh = no love, jealousy, selfish ambition, adultery, idolatry, hatred, strife, heresies, envy, murders, drunkenness, etc.... See: Gal. 5:19-21 NIV  1 Cor. 3:3, 6:9-10,15-20 KJV
This Christian does eventually repent through God’s discipline: Heb. 12:5-13

“Godly sorrow brings repentance that leads to salvation...” 2 Cor. 7:9,10 NIV

	Majority in

Thyatira,

Sardis,

Laodicea                           are

Type III


	“Not everyone who says to me Lord, Lord, will enter the kingdom of heaven... They will say, ‘Lord, did we not (do)...’  I will say, ‘I never knew you.  Away from me you evil doers’.”

Matt 7:21-23 NIV
Rewards are not an issue here, since these so-called Christians do not make  it into heaven, that is, unless they repent. 

	This Christian is a professing Christian who copies the Type I Christian by doing good works.  However, he still remains idolatrous and immoral (Rev. 2:20-21), spiritually dead to God (Rev. 3:1), and cares most about worldly riches (Rev. 3:17). True godly sorrow and repentance over sin is absent.

There is little hope of salvation for this so-called Christian! However, Jesus implies that there is still time to repent:               Rev. 2:21,22;  3:2,3;  3:19


Most Christians find themselves fighting a continual, daily battle moving back and forth between the Type I and Type II attributes described above. Type I and Type II Christians realize that as long as this mortal body exists, there will be a battle with the flesh as described in Romans 7. The goal of the Christian is to live in Romans 8. As the Christian experientially overcomes by the power of the Spirit, he can stay in Romans 8. However, none do this perfectly. Some teach that sinless perfection is possible in the Christian walk. As long as we are in these broken mortal bodies and fragmented souls, sinless perfection is not possible. We will continue to know only “in part” until the “perfect,” or Jesus, comes (1 Cor. 13:12). I am only made perfectly sinless by the finished work of Jesus on the cross. This is positional overcoming. In experiential overcoming sinless perfection is not possible. As long as we are in these broken bodies with damaged souls our goal is to “persevere” in the faith, and strive towards sinless perfection that we may attain rewards on our way upward. Paul explains it this way in Philippians 3:12–14 (NKJV) — 12 Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, 14 I press or strive toward the goal for the prize or rewards of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. Paul “presses upward” to the prize. Upward pressing is the believer’s part in the sanctification process, in experiential overcoming. The believer chooses to press, or strive, in his upward calling for the prize, or reward. As the Enhanced Stong’s Lexicon puts it the prize is the “heavenly reward for Christian character.” 
“Pressing upward” involves spiritual battle or warfare. Both the Type I and Type II Christian experience spiritual battle (warfare) as they “press upward,” persevering or striving towards the goal of their call by God in Christ Jesus. Type I and Type II Christians realize that the Spirit struggles against the flesh and the flesh against the Spirit so that they do not do what they ought (Gal. 5:17). They realize that with the struggle against the flesh, confession of sin is necessary (1 John 1:9), and so is repentance (2 Cor. 7:9-10), and so is a daily denial of self (Luke 9:23). This all involves humility. Without humility confession of sin is not possible. Paul writes in Galatians that victory over the flesh, what we are calling experiential overcoming, comes only by being led by the Spirit, or by “walking in the Spirit (Gal. 5:16, 18). Those Christians that learn to consistently “walk in the Spirit,” who learn how to “abide in Christ” daily, and who learn how to “partake” of Christ’s nature moment by moment become experiential overcomers.  It is through this sanctification process that Type I and II Christians learn how to “overcome” the world, the flesh, and the devil. They increasingly demonstrate Type I Christian attributes in their life by God’s power, and not by their own power. God does the work as the Type I and II Christian learns to “take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ” (2 Cor. 10:5) and yield his will to the will of God (Luk 22:42). God completes the process (Phil 1:9). Paul strove to be a Type I Christian, as we all should (Matt. 5:48).

In contrast to Type I and II Christians is the Type III Christian. Type III Christians regularly practices sin as part of their lifestyle. The Type III Christian regularly uses the grace of God as a license to practice sin without much concern for the consequences. Without repentance, the Type III Christians will not inherit the kingdom of God (Gal. 5:19-21, 1 Cor. 6:9-10). The Type III Christian is not a true Christian, but in name only. Commonly referred to as a “professing” Christian, this unrepentant Christian will miss the Rapture of the church, and go into the Tribulation. 

So, now let’s identify the outstanding characteristic of each of the seven churches and where they stand with Jesus relative to the three types of Christians, as follows:

	Commendation and Warnings by Jesus - Revelation 2-3

	Christian Type
	Commendation
	Shortfall  and Warnings

	Ephesus 

Type II – not fully abiding in Christ.  


	Hardworkers; no toleration of false apostles; persevered and endured hardships for my name without growing weary. Rev 2:2,3
	 ...you have left your first love, repent and do the things you did at first, or I will remove your lampstand. Rev. 2:4-5

	Smyrna 

Type I – fully abiding in Christ.


	“I know your afflictions and your poverty--yet you are rich! You will suffer persecution...” Rev. 2:9,10

	No shortfall; only – “…be faithful even to the point of death and I will give you the crown of life.” Rev. 2:10

	Pergamos 

Type II – not fully abiding in Christ.


	“...you remain true to my name. You did not renounce your faith in me,” Rev. 2:13


	Compromise with world.  Some hold to Nicolaitan teaching;  Repent, or I will fight them with the sword of my mouth. Rev. 2:16

	Thyatira

Type III – they tolerate the teaching of false gods; no abiding in Christ.
	“...your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and that you are now doing more (works) than you did at first.” Rev. 2:19
	Unless they stop tolerating the teaching of false gods and repent, they will be cast into to “great tribulation.”  Rev. 2:22; Matt. 24:21

	Sardis  

Type III – most are spiritually dead; no abiding in Christ.
	None
	Spiritually dead… wake-up, watch, and repent, or “I will come as a thief.” Rev 3:3; 1 Th 5:1-3

	Philadelphia
Type I – fully abiding in Christ.
	“...you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name.” Rev. 3:8
	No shortfall; “…only hold onto what you have so no one will take your crown.”    Rev 3:11

	Laodicea  

Type III – most are totally self reliant;  no abiding in Christ.


	None
	Be earnest and repent; open door and I will come in Rev. 3:19-20; if not, I will vomit you out of my mouth.         Rev 3:16


Experiential Overcoming: His Strength in Our Weakness:  2 Corinthians 12:9–10 (NIV)        9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. How do I become weak so that Jesus may become strong in me? How do I empty myself of my own power and exchange it for God’s power? The process of being emptied of self and filled with God is what experiential overcoming is all about. Humility and lowliness is the key that opens the door. 

When I am emptied of myself, the Holy Spirit then can work through me by way of the spiritual gifts that God has bestowed upon me. I am not to think of more highly of myself than I ought, I am to humble myself, when it comes to my spiritual gifts, as Paul writes in Romans 12:3 (NIV)  3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought in terms of your spiritual gifts (Rom. 12:4-8), but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you. I am to understand my spiritual gifts in light of the faith that God has given me; to be content with how He made me. I should not question “why has God made me this way?!?” (Rom. 9:20) 

My soul battles with the Holy Spirit when it comes to emptying self of its worldly connections. We read in Galatians 5:17 (NIV) 17 For the flesh my soul desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh my soul. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. It’s only when my soul becomes broken before God, broken of its natural strength by way of the Cross---that I then can begin to yield to Him, to humble myself, and head in the direction that God would have me go, in the way He desires, in His power and in His strength. 

Humility involves dying to self on a daily basis in this world. When the pressures come my way, I exercise humility by “overcoming” the pressures quit or to drop out, as follows: 2 Corinthians 4:8–12 (NIV) 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you.  Weakness that the world sees in believers as they are crushed, perplexed, persecuted, and struck down is the way of humility; but it is also the way of life since it gives God the chance to manifest His strength in my weakness.

The experiential overcoming process will not proceed without the presence of humility. As long as pride is present, sanctification is stifled, and growth in the believer is stunted.
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