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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF NUMBERS
AUTHOR:   Moses. (Numbers 33:1-2).  For a biographical study of the life of Moses, see the Supplemental Studies section of the Exodus Legacy Bible Outline.

TO WHOM:  Israel.
PURPOSE:  Records Israel's wilderness journey from which believers can learn spiritual lessons: Romans 15:4 and 1 Corinthians 10:11.

KEY VERSE:  And when the cloud was taken up from the Tabernacle, then after that the children of Israel journeyed: and in the place where the cloud abode, there the children of Israel pitched their tents.  (Numbers 9:17)
LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE:   Total obedience is required to fulfill your divine destiny.  Sin always has consequences.
MAIN CHARACTERS:  Moses, Aaron, Miriam, Joshua, Caleb, Balaam.
A BRIEF OUTLINE:


I.
Preparation for departure from Sinai:  1:1-10:10.
II.
The journey from Mt. Sinai to Kadesh-Barnea: 10:11-12:15.
III.
Israel at Kadesh-Barnea: 13:1-14:45.
IV.
Events during the wilderness wandering: 20:1-35:34.
QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What are the purposes of the book?

4.
What is the key verse?

5.
What are the life and ministry principles of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

(It is suggested that you read Genesis through Deuteronomy in sequential order, as each book relates to the previous one.  The book of Numbers includes strategic guidelines for the nation of Israel to enable them to live as God's chosen people.  Harvestime provides a study for believers with strategic principles for living in God's Kingdom.   "Kingdom Living" is available free at http://www.harvestime.org )

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF NUMBERS

Numbers 1

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the tabernacle of the congregation, on the first day of the second month, in the second year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying,

2 Take ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the house of their fathers, with the number of their names, every male by their polls;

3 From twenty years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel: thou and Aaron shall number them by their armies.

4 And with you there shall be a man of every tribe; every one head of the house of his fathers.

5 And these are the names of the men that shall stand with you: of the tribe of Reuben; Elizur the son of Shedeur.

6 Of Simeon; Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.

7 Of Judah; Nahshon the son of Amminadab.

8 Of Issachar; Nethaneel the son of Zuar.

9 Of Zebulun; Eliab the son of Helon.

10 Of the children of Joseph: of Ephraim; Elishama the son of Ammihud: of Manasseh; Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

11 Of Benjamin; Abidan the son of Gideoni.

12 Of Dan; Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

13 Of Asher; Pagiel the son of Ocran.

14 Of Gad; Eliasaph the son of Deuel.

15 Of Naphtali; Ahira the son of Enan.

16 These were the renowned of the congregation, princes of the tribes of their fathers, heads of thousands in Israel.

17 And Moses and Aaron took these men which are expressed by their names:

18 And they assembled all the congregation together on the first day of the second month, and they declared their pedigrees after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, by their polls.

19 As the Lord commanded Moses, so he numbered them in the wilderness of Sinai.

20 And the children of Reuben, Israel's eldest son, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, by their polls, every male from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

21 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Reuben, were forty and six thousand and five hundred.

22 Of the children of Simeon, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, those that were numbered of them, according to the number of the names, by their polls, every male from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

23 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Simeon, were fifty and nine thousand and three hundred.

24 Of the children of Gad, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

25 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Gad, were forty and five thousand six hundred and fifty.

26 Of the children of Judah, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

27 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Judah, were threescore and fourteen thousand and six hundred.

28 Of the children of Issachar, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

29 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Issachar, were fifty and four thousand and four hundred.

30 Of the children of Zebulun, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

31 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Zebulun, were fifty and seven thousand and four hundred.

32 Of the children of Joseph, namely, of the children of Ephraim, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

33 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Ephraim, were forty thousand and five hundred.

34 Of the children of Manasseh, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

35 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Manasseh, were thirty and two thousand and two hundred.

36 Of the children of Benjamin, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

37 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Benjamin, were thirty and five thousand and four hundred.

38 Of the children of Dan, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

39 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Dan, were threescore and two thousand and seven hundred.

40 Of the children of Asher, by their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

41 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Asher, were forty and one thousand and five hundred.

42 Of the children of Naphtali, throughout their generations, after their families, by the house of their fathers, according to the number of the names, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war;

43 Those that were numbered of them, even of the tribe of Naphtali, were fifty and three thousand and four hundred.

44 These are those that were numbered, which Moses and Aaron numbered, and the princes of Israel, being twelve men: each one was for the house of his fathers.

45 So were all those that were numbered of the children of Israel, by the house of their fathers, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war in Israel;

46 Even all they that were numbered were six hundred thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty.

47 But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers were not numbered among them.

48 For the Lord had spoken unto Moses, saying,

49 Only thou shalt not number the tribe of Levi, neither take the sum of them among the children of Israel:

50 But thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony, and over all the vessels thereof, and over all things that belong to it: they shall bear the tabernacle, and all the vessels thereof; and they shall minister unto it, and shall encamp round about the tabernacle.

51 And when the tabernacle setteth forward, the Levites shall take it down: and when the tabernacle is to be pitched, the Levites shall set it up: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.

52 And the children of Israel shall pitch their tents, every man by his own camp, and every man by his own standard, throughout their hosts.

53 But the Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony, that there be no wrath upon the congregation of the children of Israel: and the Levites shall keep the charge of the tabernacle of testimony.

54 And the children of Israel did according to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so did they.

Outline 1:

(The census in this chapter and chapter 26 was of fighting men only, not the entire population.  This census was of the first generation to prepare for the journey.  The second census was of the new generation prior to entering Canaan.  Chronologically, the events in Numbers 7:1-9:15 occurred before those recorded in Numbers chapters 1-6.) 

I.
Instructions to take a census.  (1-16)


The Lord spoke to Moses in the Tabernacle in the Desert of Sinai on the first day of 
the second month of the second year after the Israelites came out of Egypt.

(The fact that God spoke to Moses is repeated some 150 times in Numbers.  It opens with 
this statement and closes with the statement that God spoke to him and through him.   
God now speaks to all true believers, as they are the Tabernacle of the Holy Spirit:  1 
Corinthians 3:17; 6:19.)


God said:

A.
Take a census of the whole Israelite community by their clans and families, listing 

every man by name, one by one. 


1.
You and Aaron are to number by their divisions all the men in Israel 



twenty years old or more who are able to serve in the army. 


2.
One man from each tribe, each the head of his family, is to help you. 


(God is a God of war when it comes to eliminating evil: Exodus 15:3.  As 



believers, we are all members of God's spiritual army.)


B.
These are the names of the men who are to assist you:



1.
From Reuben, Elizur son of Shedeur.


2.
From Simeon, Shelumiel son of Zurishaddai.



3.
From Judah, Nahshon son of Amminadab.



4.
From Issachar, Nethanel son of Zuar.



5.
From Zebulun, Eliab son of Helon.



6.
From the sons of Joseph:



a.
From Ephraim, Elishama son of Ammihud.



b.
From Manasseh, Gamaliel son of Pedahzur.



7.
From Benjamin, Abidan son of Gideoni.



8.
From Dan, Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai.



9.
From Asher, Pagiel son of Ocran.



10.
From Gad, Eliasaph son of Deuel.



11.
From Naphtali, Ahira son of Enan. 


C.
These were the men appointed from the community, the leaders of their ancestral 


tribes. They were the heads of the clans of Israel. 

II.
The census is taken. (17-54)


A.
 Moses and Aaron took these men whose names had been given, and they called 


the whole community together on the first day of the second month. 

B.
The people indicated their ancestry by their clans and families, and the men 


twenty years old or more were listed by name, one by one,  as the Lord 



commanded Moses. 

C.
And so he counted them in the Desert of Sinai:



1.
From the descendants of Reuben the firstborn son of Israel:




a.
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the 



army were listed by name, one by one, according to the records of 




their clans and families. 



b.
The number from the tribe of Reuben was 46,500. 



2.
From the descendants of Simeon:




a.
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the 



army were counted and listed by name, one by one, according to 




the records of their clans and families. 



b.
The number from the tribe of Simeon was 59,300. 



3.
From the descendants of Gad:




a.
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the 



army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans 




and families. 



b.
The number from the tribe of Gad was 45,650. 



4.
From the descendants of Judah:




a.
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the 



army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans 




and families. 



b.
The number from the tribe of Judah was 74,600. 



5.
From the descendants of Issachar:




a.
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the 



army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans 




and families. 



b.
The number from the tribe of Issachar was 54,400. 



6.
From the descendants of Zebulun:




a.
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to serve in the 



army were listed by name, according to the records of their clans 




and families. 



b.
The number from the tribe of Zebulun was 57,400. 


7.
From the sons of Joseph:



(Levites were not included in the census.  Joseph's two sons, Ephraim 



and Manasseh complete the 12 tribes.  See Genesis 48:5-6.)




a.
From the descendants of Ephraim:





(1) 
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to 





serve in the army were listed by name, according to the 





records of their clans and families. 




(2)
The number from the tribe of Ephraim was 40,500. 




(Ephraim took the place of Jacob's son, Joseph, in the tribal 




arrangement of Israel.)




b.
From the descendants of Manasseh:





(1)
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to 





serve in the army were listed by name, according to the 





records of their clans 
and families. 




(2)
The number from the tribe of Manasseh was 32,200. 




(Manasseh took the place of Jacob's son, Levi, in the tribal 





arrangement of Israel.)



8.
From the descendants of Benjamin:




a.
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to 





serve in the army were listed by name, according to the 





records of their clans and families. 



b.
The number from the tribe of Benjamin was 35,400. 



9.
From the descendants of Dan:




a.
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to 





serve in the army were listed by name, according to the 





records of their clans and families.



b.
The number from the tribe of Dan was 62,700. 



10.
From the descendants of Asher:




a.
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to 





serve in the army were listed by name, according to the 





records of their clans and families. 



b.
The number from the tribe of Asher was 41,500. 



11.
From the descendants of Naphtali:




a.
All the men twenty years old or more who were able to 





serve in the army were listed by name, according to the 





records of their clans and families. 



b.
The number from the tribe of Naphtali was 53,400. 

D.
These were the men counted by Moses and Aaron and the twelve leaders of Israel, 

each one representing his family.

E.
All the Israelites twenty years old or more who were able to serve in Israel's army 


were counted according to their families.  The total number was 603,550. 


F.
The families of the tribe of Levi, however, were not counted along with the 


others (because they were exempt from military duty). The Lord had said to 


Moses: 


1.
You must not count the tribe of Levi or include them in the census of the 



other Israelites. 


2.
Instead, appoint the Levites to be in charge of the Tabernacle--over all its 



furnishings and everything belonging to it. 



a.
They are to carry the Tabernacle and all its furnishings; they are to 




take care of it and encamp around it.



b.
Whenever the Tabernacle is to move, the Levites are to take it 




down.




c.
Whenever the Tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites shall 





do it. 



d.
Anyone else who goes near it shall be put to death.  


3.
The Israelites are to set up their tents by divisions, each man in his own 



camp under his own standard. 


4.
The Levites, however, are to set up their tents around the Tabernacle so 



that wrath will not fall on the Israelite community. 


5.
The Levites are to be responsible for the care of the Tabernacle. 


G.
The Israelites did all this just as the Lord commanded Moses. 

(Spiritual truths drawn from this chapter include:  


-God is a God of organization:  Israel was organized by clans, households, families, and 
 
  tribes.

-God knows each believer by name.


-We are all expected to serve in His spiritual army:  2 Timothy 6:12; 2:3; 


  Ephesians 6:10-12. 

-We all have different responsibilities.

-Wherever we are "camped", it is there that we are divinely ordained to serve.)

Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
Where was the nation of Israel as this chapter opens and the book of Numbers begins? (1)

2.
How long had it been since they came out of Egyptian slavery?  (1)

3.
Using verses 2-16, answer the following questions.



-What command was given by the Lord to Moses?



-Who was to be numbered?



-For what purpose was this done?



-Who was to help Moses in the census?



-What do you learn about these men in verse 16?

4.
Using verses 17-20, summarize what Moses, Aaron, and these men did.
5.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Reuben?  (20-21)

6.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Simeon?  (22-23)

7.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Gad?  (24-25)

8.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Judah?  (26-27)

9.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Issachar? (28-29)

10.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Zebulun?  (30-31) 
11.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Ephraim?  (32-33)

12.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Manasseh?  (34-35)
13.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Benjamin?  (36-37)
14.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Dan? (38-39)

15.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Asher?  (40-41)

16.
How many were numbered from the tribe of Naphtali? (42-43)

17.
Using verses 44-46, summarize the final results of the census.

18.
Who was not included in this census and why? (47-51)

19.
According to verses 51-53, what were the responsibilities of the Levites?

20.
What could the Levites do that no one else was allowed to do?  (51)

21.
What summary statement is given in verse 54?

22.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  Review the final 
outline note as you answer this question.
Numbers 2

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

2 Every man of the children of Israel shall pitch by his own standard, with the ensign of their father's house: far off about the tabernacle of the congregation shall they pitch.

3 And on the east side toward the rising of the sun shall they of the standard of the camp of Judah pitch throughout their armies: and Nahshon the son of Amminadab shall be captain of the children of Judah.

4 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were threescore and fourteen thousand and six hundred.

5 And those that do pitch next unto him shall be the tribe of Issachar: and Nethaneel the son of Zuar shall be captain of the children of Issachar.

6 And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were fifty and four thousand and four hundred.

7 Then the tribe of Zebulun: and Eliab the son of Helon shall be captain of the children of Zebulun.

8 And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were fifty and seven thousand and four hundred.

9 All that were numbered in the camp of Judah were an hundred thousand and fourscore thousand and six thousand and four hundred, throughout their armies. These shall first set forth.

10 On the south side shall be the standard of the camp of Reuben according to their armies: and the captain of the children of Reuben shall be Elizur the son of Shedeur.

11 And his host, and those that were numbered thereof, were forty and six thousand and five hundred.

12 And those which pitch by him shall be the tribe of Simeon: and the captain of the children of Simeon shall be Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.

13 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were fifty and nine thousand and three hundred.

14 Then the tribe of Gad: and the captain of the sons of Gad shall be Eliasaph the son of Reuel.

15 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty and five thousand and six hundred and fifty.

16 All that were numbered in the camp of Reuben were an hundred thousand and fifty and one thousand and four hundred and fifty, throughout their armies. And they shall set forth in the second rank.

17 Then the tabernacle of the congregation shall set forward with the camp of the Levites in the midst of the camp: as they encamp, so shall they set forward, every man in his place by their standards.

18 On the west side shall be the standard of the camp of Ephraim according to their armies: and the captain of the sons of Ephraim shall be Elishama the son of Ammihud.

19 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty thousand and five hundred.

20 And by him shall be the tribe of Manasseh: and the captain of the children of Manasseh shall be Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

21 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were thirty and two thousand and two hundred.

22 Then the tribe of Benjamin: and the captain of the sons of Benjamin shall be Abidan the son of Gideoni.

23 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were thirty and five thousand and four hundred.

24 All that were numbered of the camp of Ephraim were an hundred thousand and eight thousand and an hundred, throughout their armies. And they shall go forward in the third rank.

25 The standard of the camp of Dan shall be on the north side by their armies: and the captain of the children of Dan shall be Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

26 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were threescore and two thousand and seven hundred.

27 And those that encamp by him shall be the tribe of Asher: and the captain of the children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of Ocran.

28 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were forty and one thousand and five hundred.

29 Then the tribe of Naphtali: and the captain of the children of Naphtali shall be Ahira the son of Enan.

30 And his host, and those that were numbered of them, were fifty and three thousand and four hundred.

31 All they that were numbered in the camp of Dan were an hundred thousand and fifty and seven thousand and six hundred. They shall go hindmost with their standards.

32 These are those which were numbered of the children of Israel by the house of their fathers: all those that were numbered of the camps throughout their hosts were six hundred thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty.

33 But the Levites were not numbered among the children of Israel; as the Lord commanded Moses.

34 And the children of Israel did according to all that the Lord commanded Moses: so they pitched by their standards, and so they set forward, every one after their families, according to the house of their fathers.
Outline 2: 

(Camping assignments.)

I.
Organization of the tribes: (1-33)


The Lord said to Moses and Aaron: The Israelites are to camp around the Tabernacle 
some distance from it, each man under his tribal standard with the banners of his family. 


(Just as the Tabernacle or "Tent of Meeting" was in the center of the camp, you should 
have a "tent of meeting" in your life.  Prayer, worship, and the Word should always be 
the center of your life around which all else in life should be focused.)

A.
On the east:



1.
The divisions of the camp of Judah are to camp under their standard. 



a.
The leader of the people of Judah is Nahshon son of Amminadab.  



b.
His division numbers 74,600.  



2.
The tribe of Issachar will camp next to them. 



a.
The leader of the people of Issachar is Nethanel son of Zuar.  



b.
His division numbers 54,400.  


3.
The tribe of Zebulun will be next.  




a.
The leader of the people of Zebulun is Eliab son of Helon.  



b.
His division numbers 57,400.


4.
All the men assigned to the camp of Judah, according to their divisions, 



number 186,400. They will set out first in the march. 


B.
On the south:



1.
The divisions of the camp of Reuben are to camp under their standard. 



a.
The leader of the people of Reuben is Elizur son of Shedeur. 



b.
 His division numbers 46,500. 


2.
The tribe of Simeon will camp next to them. 



a.
The leader of the people of Simeon is Shelumiel son of 





Zurishaddai. 



b.
His division numbers 59,300. 


3.
The tribe of Gad will be next. 



a.
The leader of the people of Gad is Eliasaph son of Deuel.



b.
 His division numbers 45,650. 


4.
All the men assigned to the camp of Reuben, according to their divisions, 



number 151,450. They will set out second in the march. 


C.
In the middle:  The Tabernacle and the camp of the Levites will set out in the 


middle of the camps. They will set out in the same order as they encamp, each in 


his own place under his standard. 


D.
On the west:



1.
The divisions of the camp of Ephraim will be set up under their standard. 



a.
The leader of the people of Ephraim is Elishama son of Ammihud. 



b.
His division numbers 40,500. 


2.
The tribe of Manasseh will be next to them. 



a.
The leader of the people of Manasseh is Gamaliel son of Pedahzur. 


b.
His division numbers 32,200. 


3.
The tribe of Benjamin will be next. 



a.
The leader of the people of Benjamin is Abidan son of Gideoni



b.
 His division numbers 35,400.


4.
All the men assigned to the camp of Ephraim, according to their divisions, 



number 108,100. They will set out third in the march. 


E.
On the north:



1.
The divisions of the camp of Dan, will be set up under their standard. 



a.
The leader of the people of Dan is Ahiezer son of Ammishaddai. 



b.
His division numbers 62,700. 


2.
The tribe of Asher will camp next to them. 



a.
The leader of the people of Asher is Pagiel son of Ocran. 



b.
His division numbers 41,500. 


3.
The tribe of Naphtali will be next. 



a.
The leader of the people of Naphtali is Ahira son of Enan. 



b.
His division numbers 53,400. 


4.
All the men assigned to the camp of Dan number 157,600. They will set 



out last in the march, under their standards. 


F.
These are the Israelites, counted according to their families. 


1.
All those in the camps, by their divisions, number 603,550. 


2.
The Levites, however, were not counted along with the other Israelites, as 



the Lord commanded Moses. 

II.
So the Israelites did everything the Lord commanded Moses:  That is the way they 
encamped under their standards, and that is the way they set out, each with his clan and 
family.  (34) 

(This chapter reveals that God wants all to be done in divine order:  1 Corinthians 4:40. This organization prevented them from being an undisciplined mob as they traveled and camped.  The people were united as one nation, as believers are united in one spiritual body, but each had their own unique assignment and responsibilities as determined by the Lord.  God was in the middle of His people.  Do not try to "camp" where you have not been spiritually designated to do so.  "Judah" means praise, so the people were symbolically led with praise.  Anytime you move out spiritually, let praise lead the way.)
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Study questions on chapter 2:
1.
What instructions are given by the Lord in verses 1-2?
2.
Using verses 3-31, answer the following questions regarding the Israeli camp.



The east:




-What tribes were to camp on the east?  




-Who were the leaders of this camp?




-How many people were included in this camp?



The south:




-What tribes were to camp on the south?  




-Who were the leaders of this camp?




-How many people were included in this camp?



The middle: 




-What was to be in the middle of the camp?




-Who was to camp near to it?



The west:




-What tribes were to camp on the west?  




-Who were the leaders of this camp?




-How many people were included in this camp?



The north:




-What tribes were to camp on the north?  




-Who were the leaders of this camp?




-How many people were included in this camp?

3.
What was the total number of people in these encampments?  (32)
4.
Who was not included in this count?  (33)

5.
Summarize the concluding statement in verse 34.

6.
Using the closing outline note, summarize some truths in this chapter that are applicable 
to believers today. 

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 3

1 These also are the generations of Aaron and Moses in the day that the Lord spake with Moses in mount Sinai.

2 And these are the names of the sons of Aaron; Nadab the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

3 These are the names of the sons of Aaron, the priests which were anointed, whom he consecrated to minister in the priest's office.

4 And Nadab and Abihu died before the Lord, when they offered strange fire before the Lord, in the wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children: and Eleazar and Ithamar ministered in the priest's office in the sight of Aaron their father.

5 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

6 Bring the tribe of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the priest, that they may minister unto him.

7 And they shall keep his charge, and the charge of the whole congregation before the tabernacle of the congregation, to do the service of the tabernacle.

8 And they shall keep all the instruments of the tabernacle of the congregation, and the charge of the children of Israel, to do the service of the tabernacle.

9 And thou shalt give the Levites unto Aaron and to his sons: they are wholly given unto him out of the children of Israel.

10 And thou shalt appoint Aaron and his sons, and they shall wait on their priest's office: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.

11 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

12 And I, behold, I have taken the Levites from among the children of Israel instead of all the firstborn that openeth the matrix among the children of Israel: therefore the Levites shall be mine;

13 Because all the firstborn are mine; for on the day that I smote all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I hallowed unto me all the firstborn in Israel, both man and beast: mine shall they be: I am the Lord.

14 And the Lord spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, saying,

15 Number the children of Levi after the house of their fathers, by their families: every male from a month old and upward shalt thou number them.

16 And Moses numbered them according to the word of the Lord, as he was commanded.

17 And these were the sons of Levi by their names; Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari.

18 And these are the names of the sons of Gershon by their families; Libni, and Shimei.

19 And the sons of Kohath by their families; Amram, and Izehar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

20 And the sons of Merari by their families; Mahli, and Mushi. These are the families of the Levites according to the house of their fathers.

21 Of Gershon was the family of the Libnites, and the family of the Shimites: these are the families of the Gershonites.

22 Those that were numbered of them, according to the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, even those that were numbered of them were seven thousand and five hundred.

23 The families of the Gershonites shall pitch behind the tabernacle westward.

24 And the chief of the house of the father of the Gershonites shall be Eliasaph the son of Lael.

25 And the charge of the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of the congregation shall be the tabernacle, and the tent, the covering thereof, and the hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,

26 And the hangings of the court, and the curtain for the door of the court, which is by the tabernacle, and by the altar round about, and the cords of it for all the service thereof.

27 And of Kohath was the family of the Amramites, and the family of the Izeharites, and the family of the Hebronites, and the family of the Uzzielites: these are the families of the Kohathites.

28 In the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, were eight thousand and six hundred, keeping the charge of the sanctuary.

29 The families of the sons of Kohath shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle southward.

30 And the chief of the house of the father of the families of the Kohathites shall be Elizaphan the son of Uzziel.

31 And their charge shall be the ark, and the table, and the candlestick, and the altars, and the vessels of the sanctuary wherewith they minister, and the hanging, and all the service thereof.

32 And Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest shall be chief over the chief of the Levites, and have the oversight of them that keep the charge of the sanctuary.

33 Of Merari was the family of the Mahlites, and the family of the Mushites: these are the families of Merari.

34 And those that were numbered of them, according to the number of all the males, from a month old and upward, were six thousand and two hundred.

35 And the chief of the house of the father of the families of Merari was Zuriel the son of Abihail: these shall pitch on the side of the tabernacle northward.

36 And under the custody and charge of the sons of Merari shall be the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and the sockets thereof, and all the vessels thereof, and all that serveth thereto,

37 And the pillars of the court round about, and their sockets, and their pins, and their cords.

38 But those that encamp before the tabernacle toward the east, even before the tabernacle of the congregation eastward, shall be Moses, and Aaron and his sons, keeping the charge of the sanctuary for the charge of the children of Israel; and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.

39 All that were numbered of the Levites, which Moses and Aaron numbered at the commandment of the Lord, throughout their families, all the males from a month old and upward, were twenty and two thousand.

40 And the Lord said unto Moses, Number all the firstborn of the males of the children of Israel from a month old and upward, and take the number of their names.

41 And thou shalt take the Levites for me (I am the Lord) instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel; and the cattle of the Levites instead of all the firstlings among the cattle of the children of Israel.

42 And Moses numbered, as the Lord commanded him, all the firstborn among the children of Israel.

43 And all the firstborn males by the number of names, from a month old and upward, of those that were numbered of them, were twenty and two thousand two hundred and threescore and thirteen.

44 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

45 Take the Levites instead of all the firstborn among the children of Israel, and the cattle of the Levites instead of their cattle; and the Levites shall be mine: I am the Lord.

46 And for those that are to be redeemed of the two hundred and threescore and thirteen of the firstborn of the children of Israel, which are more than the Levites;

47 Thou shalt even take five shekels apiece by the poll, after the shekel of the sanctuary shalt thou take them: (the shekel is twenty gerahs:)

48 And thou shalt give the money, wherewith the odd number of them is to be redeemed, unto Aaron and to his sons.

49 And Moses took the redemption money of them that were over and above them that were redeemed by the Levites:

50 Of the firstborn of the children of Israel took he the money; a thousand three hundred and threescore and five shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary:

51 And Moses gave the money of them that were redeemed unto Aaron and to his sons, according to the word of the Lord, as the Lord commanded Moses.

Outline 3:

(Genealogy of Aaron and Moses; census of males; redemption tax.)

This is the account of the family of Aaron and Moses at the time the Lord talked with Moses on Mount Sinai.  (1-5)
I.
The names of the sons of Aaron were: Nadab--the firstborn--and Abihu, Eleazar and 
Ithamar.  Those were the names of Aaron's sons, the anointed priests, who were ordained 
to serve as priests.

A.
Nadab and Abihu, however, fell dead before the Lord when they made an 



offering with unauthorized fire before Him in the Desert of Sinai.  (See Leviticus 


10:1-3.) 

B.
They had no sons, so only Eleazar and Ithamar served as priests during the 


lifetime of their father Aaron. 

II.
The Lord said to Moses: (6-11)

A.
Bring the tribe of Levi and present them to Aaron, the high priest, to assist him.


(As believers, we are to serve our High Priest, Jesus Christ.)


B.
They are to perform duties for him and for the whole community by doing the 


work of the Tabernacle. 

C.
They are to take care of all the furnishings of the Tabernacle, fulfilling the 



obligations of the Israelites by doing the work of the Tabernacle.

D.
Give the Levites to Aaron and his sons--they are the Israelites who are to be given 


wholly to him.   

E.
Appoint Aaron and his sons to serve as priests.


F.
Anyone else who approaches the sanctuary must be put to death. 

III.
The Lord also said to Moses:  (12-13)


A.
I have taken the Levites from among the Israelites in place of the first male 


offspring of every Israelite woman. 

B.
The Levites are mine,  for all the firstborn are mine. 

C.
When I struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, I set apart for myself every 



firstborn in Israel, whether man or animal. 

D.
They are to be mine. I am the Lord. 

IV.
Organizing the Levites.  (14-39)


The Lord said to Moses in the Desert of Sinai: Count the Levites by their families and 
clans. Count every male a month old or more. So Moses counted them, as he was 
commanded by the word of the Lord. 


A.
These were the names of the sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath and Merari. 



1.
These were the names of the Gershonite clans: Libni and Shimei. 



2.
The Kohathite clans: Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel. 



3.
The Merarite clans: Mahli and Mushi.


B.
These were the Levite clans, according to their families. 



1.
To Gershon belonged the clans of the Libnites and Shimeites; these were 



the Gershonite clans. 



a.
The number of all the males a month old or more who were 




counted was 7,500. 



b.
The Gershonite clans were to camp on the west, behind the 





Tabernacle. 



c.
The leader of the families of the Gershonites was Eliasaph son of 




Lael. 



d.
At the Tabernacle the Gershonites were responsible for the 





care of the Tabernacle and tent, its coverings, the curtain at the 




entrance to the Tabernacle,  the curtains of the courtyard, the 




curtain at the entrance to the courtyard surrounding the Tabernacle 




and altar, and the ropes--and everything related to their use. 


2.
To Kohath belonged the clans of the Amramites, Izharites, Hebronites, and 


Uzzielites; these were the Kohathite clans. 



a.
The number of all the males a month old or more was 8,600. 



b.
The Kohathites were responsible for the care of the sanctuary. 



c.
The Kohathite clans were to camp on the south side of the 





Tabernacle. 



d.
The leader of the families of the Kohathite clans was Elizaphan son 



of Uzziel. 



e.
They were responsible for the care of the ark, the table, the 





lampstand, the altars, the articles of the sanctuary used in 





ministering, the curtain, and everything related to their use. 


3.
The chief leader of the Levites was Eleazar son of Aaron, the priest. He 



was appointed over those who were responsible for the care of the 




sanctuary. 



4.
To Merari belonged the clans of the Mahlites and the Mushites; these were 


the Merarite clans. 



a.
The number of all the males a month old or more who were 




counted was 6,200. 



b.
The leader of the families of the Merarite clans was Zuriel son of 




Abihail.




c.
They were to camp on the north side of the Tabernacle. 



d.
The Merarites were appointed to take care of the frames of the 




Tabernacle, its crossbars, posts, bases, all its equipment, and 




everything related to their use,  as well as the posts of the 





surrounding courtyard with their bases, tent pegs, and ropes. 

C.
Moses and Aaron and his sons were to camp to the east of the Tabernacle, toward 


the sunrise, in front of the Tabernacle. 


1.
They were responsible for the care of the sanctuary on behalf of the 



Israelites. 


2.
Anyone else who approached the sanctuary was to be put to death. 



(This was because these items were holy and symbolic of the presence of 



God.)


D.
The total number of Levites counted at the Lord's command by Moses and Aaron 


according to their clans, including every male a month old or more, was 22,000. 

(Spiritually, this passage reveals the importance of knowing who you are, where you 
belong, and your God-appointed duties.)

V.
Counting the firstborn males.  (40-43)


A.
The Lord said to Moses:



1.
Count all the firstborn Israelite males who are a month old or more and 



make a list of their names. 


2.
Take the Levites for me in place of all the firstborn of the Israelites, and 



the livestock of the Levites in place of all the firstborn of the livestock of 



the Israelites.


3.
I am the Lord. 


B.
So Moses counted all the firstborn of the Israelites, as the Lord commanded him. 


The total number of firstborn males a month old or more, listed by name, was 


22,273. 

VI.
Redeeming those who exceeded the number.  (44-51)


A.
The Lord also said to Moses: 


1.
Take the Levites in place of all the firstborn of Israel, and the livestock of 



the Levites in place of their livestock. 


2.
The Levites are to be mine. I am the Lord. 


3.
Redeem the 273 firstborn Israelites who exceed the number of the 




Levites:




a.
Collect five shekels for each one, according to the sanctuary 




shekel, which weighs twenty gerahs.  



b.
Give the money for the redemption of the additional Israelites to 




Aaron and his sons. 


B.
So Moses collected the redemption money from those who exceeded the number 


redeemed by the Levites. From the firstborn of the Israelites he collected silver 


weighing 1,365 shekels, according to the sanctuary shekel.  (The shekel was a 


standard of measurement used in the sanctuary.)

C.
Moses gave the redemption money to Aaron and his sons, as he was commanded 


by the word of the Lord.   (The redemption of the firstborn is symbolic of  our 


redemption through Jesus Christ.)
Study questions on chapter 3:
1.
What are the subjects of this chapter?  (verse 1 and opening comment)
2.
What are the names of the sons of Aaron?  (2)

3.
What was the assignment given to these men?  (3)

4.
What happened to Nadab and Abihu? What did the remaining brothers do?  (4)

5.
Who did the Lord designate to minister to Aaron?  What were these men to do? (5-9)

6.
What were the responsibilities of Aaron and his sons?  (10)

7.
What would happen if a stranger tried to assume their position?  (10)

8.
Summarize what God said about the firstborn in verses 11-13.  What is His point in 


claiming the firstborn?
9.
What command did God give Moses in verses 14-15, and how did Moses respond 
according to verse 16?
10.
What is the subject of verses 17-20? 

11.
Who was included in the Gershonites?  (21) 

12.
What was the total number of Gershonites?  (22)
13.
Where were the Gershonites to camp?  (23)

14.
Who was chief of the Gersonites?  (24)

15.
What were the responsibilities of the Gersonites in regards to the Tabernacle? (25-26)

16.
Who was included among the Kohathites?  (27)

17.
How many males were numbered among the Kohathites?  (28)

18.
Where were the Kohathites to camp?  (29) 

19.
Who was chief of the Kohathites? (30)

20.
What were the responsibilities of  the Kohathites in regards to the Tabernacle?  (31)

21.
Who was the chief of the Levites?  (32)

22.
What was the responsibility of the Levites?  (32)

23.
Who was included in the families of Merari?  (33)
24.
How many of the Meraris were numbered?  (34)

25.
Who was chief over the Meraris?  (35)

26.
Where were the Meraris to camp?  (35)

27.
What were the responsibilities of the Meraris in regards to the Tabernacle?  (36-37)

28.
Who was to camp before the Tabernacle towards the east?  What important responsibility 
did they have? (38) 

29.
What was the total number of Levites numbered?  (39)

30.
Summarize the command from the Lord in verses 40-41.

31.
Summarize what Moses did as recorded in verses 42-43.

32.
Summarize what God instructed Moses to do next.  (44-48)

33.
Summarize what Moses did according to verses 49-51.

34.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry? Consider outline 
point IV D as you answer.
Numbers 4

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

2 Take the sum of the sons of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, after their families, by the house of their fathers,

3 From thirty years old and upward even until fifty years old, all that enter into the host, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.

4 This shall be the service of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation, about the most holy things:

5 And when the camp setteth forward, Aaron shall come, and his sons, and they shall take down the covering vail, and cover the ark of testimony with it:

6 And shall put thereon the covering of badgers' skins, and shall spread over it a cloth wholly of blue, and shall put in the staves thereof.

7 And upon the table of shewbread they shall spread a cloth of blue, and put thereon the dishes, and the spoons, and the bowls, and covers to cover withal: and the continual bread shall be thereon:

8 And they shall spread upon them a cloth of scarlet, and cover the same with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put in the staves thereof.

9 And they shall take a cloth of blue, and cover the candlestick of the light, and his lamps, and his tongs, and his snuffdishes, and all the oil vessels thereof, wherewith they minister unto it:

10 And they shall put it and all the vessels thereof within a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put it upon a bar.

11 And upon the golden altar they shall spread a cloth of blue, and cover it with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put to the staves thereof:

12 And they shall take all the instruments of ministry, wherewith they minister in the sanctuary, and put them in a cloth of blue, and cover them with a covering of badgers' skins, and shall put them on a bar:

13 And they shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a purple cloth thereon:

14 And they shall put upon it all the vessels thereof, wherewith they minister about it, even the censers, the fleshhooks, and the shovels, and the basons, all the vessels of the altar; and they shall spread upon it a covering of badgers' skins, and put to the staves of it.

15 And when Aaron and his sons have made an end of covering the sanctuary, and all the vessels of the sanctuary, as the camp is to set forward; after that, the sons of Kohath shall come to bear it: but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the burden of the sons of Kohath in the tabernacle of the congregation.

16 And to the office of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest pertaineth the oil for the light, and the sweet incense, and the daily meat offering, and the anointing oil, and the oversight of all the tabernacle, and of all that therein is, in the sanctuary, and in the vessels thereof.

17 And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

18 Cut ye not off the tribe of the families of the Kohathites from among the Levites:

19 But thus do unto them, that they may live, and not die, when they approach unto the most holy things: Aaron and his sons shall go in, and appoint them every one to his service and to his burden:

20 But they shall not go in to see when the holy things are covered, lest they die.

21 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

22 Take also the sum of the sons of Gershon, throughout the houses of their fathers, by their families;

23 From thirty years old and upward until fifty years old shalt thou number them; all that enter in to perform the service, to do the work in the tabernacle of the congregation.

24 This is the service of the families of the Gershonites, to serve, and for burdens:

25 And they shall bear the curtains of the tabernacle, and the tabernacle of the congregation, his covering, and the covering of the badgers' skins that is above upon it, and the hanging for the door of the tabernacle of the congregation,

26 And the hangings of the court, and the hanging for the door of the gate of the court, which is by the tabernacle and by the altar round about, and their cords, and all the instruments of their service, and all that is made for them: so shall they serve.

27 At the appointment of Aaron and his sons shall be all the service of the sons of the Gershonites, in all their burdens, and in all their service: and ye shall appoint unto them in charge all their burdens.

28 This is the service of the families of the sons of Gershon in the tabernacle of the congregation: and their charge shall be under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

29 As for the sons of Merari, thou shalt number them after their families, by the house of their fathers;

30 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old shalt thou number them, every one that entereth into the service, to do the work of the tabernacle of the congregation.

31 And this is the charge of their burden, according to all their service in the tabernacle of the congregation; the boards of the tabernacle, and the bars thereof, and the pillars thereof, and sockets thereof,

32 And the pillars of the court round about, and their sockets, and their pins, and their cords, with all their instruments, and with all their service: and by name ye shall reckon the instruments of the charge of their burden.

33 This is the service of the families of the sons of Merari, according to all their service, in the tabernacle of the congregation, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

34 And Moses and Aaron and the chief of the congregation numbered the sons of the Kohathites after their families, and after the house of their fathers,

35 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation:

36 And those that were numbered of them by their families were two thousand seven hundred and fifty.

37 These were they that were numbered of the families of the Kohathites, all that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, which Moses and Aaron did number according to the commandment of the Lord by the hand of Moses.

38 And those that were numbered of the sons of Gershon, throughout their families, and by the house of their fathers,

39 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,

40 Even those that were numbered of them, throughout their families, by the house of their fathers, were two thousand and six hundred and thirty.

41 These are they that were numbered of the families of the sons of Gershon, of all that might do service in the tabernacle of the congregation, whom Moses and Aaron did number according to the commandment of the Lord.

42 And those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, throughout their families, by the house of their fathers,

43 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that entereth into the service, for the work in the tabernacle of the congregation,

44 Even those that were numbered of them after their families, were three thousand and two hundred.

45 These be those that were numbered of the families of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the word of the Lord by the hand of Moses.

46 All those that were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the chief of Israel numbered, after their families, and after the house of their fathers,

47 From thirty years old and upward even unto fifty years old, every one that came to do the service of the ministry, and the service of the burden in the tabernacle of the congregation,

48 Even those that were numbered of them, were eight thousand and five hundred and fourscore.

49 According to the commandment of the Lord they were numbered by the hand of Moses, every one according to his service, and according to his burden: thus were they numbered of him, as the Lord commanded Moses.

Outline 4:
(A census of the Levites; instructions to the Levites for transporting the Tabernacle.)

I.
Instructions regarding the Sons of Kohath.  (1-15) 


Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: 

A.
Take a census of the sons of Kohath from among the children of Levi:



1.
By their families.



2.
By their fathers' house.



3.
From thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old.



4.
All who enter the service to do the work in the Tabernacle of meeting. 


B.
This is the service of the sons of Kohath in the Tabernacle relating to the most 


holy things:


1.
When the camp prepares to journey, Aaron and his sons shall come, and 



they shall take down the covering veil (of the Most Holy Place) and cover 



the Tabernacle. 


2.
Then they shall put on it a covering of badger skins, and spread over that a 



cloth entirely of blue; and they shall insert its poles (for transporting). 



3.
On the table of showbread they shall spread a blue cloth, and put on it the 



dishes, the pans, the bowls, and the pitchers for pouring; and the 




showbread shall be on it. 


4.
They shall spread over them a scarlet cloth, and cover the same with a 



covering of badger skins; and they shall insert its poles. 


5.
And they shall take a blue cloth and cover the lampstand of the light, with 



its lamps, its wick-trimmers, its trays, and all its oil vessels, with which 



they service it.


6.
Then they shall put it with all its utensils in a covering of badger skins, and 


put it on a carrying beam. 


7.
Over the golden altar they shall spread a blue cloth, and cover it with a 



covering of badger skins; and they shall insert its poles (for transporting). 



a.
Then they shall take all the utensils of service with which they 




minister in the sanctuary, put them in a blue cloth, cover them with 



a covering of badger skins, and put them on a carrying beam. 



b.
Also they shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a 




purple cloth over it. 



c.
They shall put on it all its implements with which they minister 




there--the firepans, the forks, the shovels, the basins, and all the 




utensils of the altar--and they shall spread on it a covering of 




badger skins, and insert its poles. 

C.
And when Aaron and his sons have finished covering the sanctuary and all the 


furnishings of the sanctuary, when the camp is set to go, then the sons of Kohath 


shall come to carry them; but they shall not touch any holy thing, lest they die.


(Symbolically:  Some burdens we can share; others we must carry alone.)


D.
These are the things in the Tabernacle of meeting which the sons of Kohath are to 


carry. 
II.
Instructions regarding Eleazar. (16)

The appointed duty of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, is:


A.
The oil for the light.


B.
The sweet incense.


C.
The daily grain offering.


D.
The anointing oil.


E.
The oversight of all the Tabernacle, of all that is in it, with the sanctuary and its 


furnishings. 

III.
Instructions regarding the Kohathites.  (17-20)



Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: 

A.
Do not cut off the tribe of the families of the Kohathites from among the Levites; 


but do this in regard to them, that they may live and not die when they approach 


the most holy things (which symbolized God's presence).


B.
Aaron and his sons shall go in and appoint each of them to his service and his 


task. 

C.
But they shall not go in to watch while the holy things are being covered, lest they 

die. 
IV.
Duties of the sons of Gershon.  (21-28)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

A.
Also take a census of the sons of Gershon:



1.
By their fathers' house.



2.
By their families. 


3.
From thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, you shall number 



them.



4.
All who enter to perform the service, to do the work in the Tabernacle of 



meeting. 

B.
This is the service of the families of the Gershonites, in serving and carrying: 


1.
They shall carry the curtains of the Tabernacle of meeting with its 




covering, the covering of badger skins that is on it.



2.
The screen for the door of the Tabernacle of meeting, the screen for the 



door of the gate of the court.



3.
The hangings of the court which are around the Tabernacle and altar, and 



their cords, all the furnishings for their service and all that is made for 



these things.



4.
So shall they serve. 


C.
Aaron and his sons shall assign all the service of the sons of the Gershonites, all 


their tasks and all their service. 


1.
And you shall appoint to them all their tasks as their duty. 


2.
This is the service of the families of the sons of Gershon in the Tabernacle 



of meeting. 


3.
And their duties shall be under the authority of Ithamar the son of Aaron 



the priest. 

V.
Duties of the sons of Merari.  (29-33) 


A.
As for the sons of Merari, you shall number them by their families and by their 


fathers' house. 


1.
From thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, you shall number 



them.



2.
Everyone who enters the service to do the work of the Tabernacle of 



meeting. 

B.
And this is what they must carry as all their service for the Tabernacle of meeting: 

1.
The boards of the Tabernacle, its bars, its pillars, its sockets.



2.
The pillars around the court with their sockets, pegs, and cords, with all 



their furnishings and all their service.


C.
You shall assign to each man by name the items he must carry (on the march).


1.
This is the service of the families of the sons of Merari, as all their service 



for the Tabernacle of meeting.



2.
They will be under the authority of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 

VI.
The census of the Levites.  (34-49) 


And Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of the congregation numbered the Levites:


A.
The Kohathites were numbered by their families and by their fathers' house,  from 


thirty years old and above, even to fifty years old, everyone who entered the 


service for work in the Tabernacle of meeting.



1.
Those who were numbered by their families were two thousand seven 



hundred and fifty--2,750. 


2.
These were the ones who were numbered of the families of the Kohathites, 


all who might serve in the Tabernacle of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron 


numbered according to the commandment of the Lord by the hand of 



Moses. 

B.
The sons of Gershon, by their families and by their fathers' house,  from thirty 


years old and above, even to fifty years old, everyone who entered the service for 


work in the Tabernacle of meeting.



1.
Those who were numbered by their families, by their fathers' house, were 



two thousand six hundred and thirty--2,630.


2.
These are the ones who were numbered of the families of the sons of 



Gershon, of all who might serve in the Tabernacle of meeting, whom 



Moses and Aaron numbered according to the commandment of the Lord. 


C.
The sons of Merari who were numbered:



1.
By their families, by their fathers' house,  from thirty years old and above, 



even to fifty years old, everyone who entered the service for work in the 



Tabernacle of meeting.



2.
Those who were numbered by their families were three thousand two 



hundred--3,200. 


3.
These are the ones who were numbered of the families of the sons of 



Merari, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the word of the 



Lord by the hand of Moses. 


D.
The totals: All who were numbered of the Levites, whom Moses, Aaron, and the 


leaders of Israel numbered, by their families and by their fathers' houses,  from 


thirty years old and above--even to fifty years old--everyone who came to do the 


work of service and the work of bearing burdens in the Tabernacle of meeting: 


The total was eight thousand five hundred and eighty--8,580. 


E.
According to the commandment of the Lord they were numbered by the hand of 


Moses, each according to his service and according to his task; thus were they 


numbered by him, as the Lord commanded Moses. 

(From this chapter we learn that God establishes order, responsibility, and authority among His people.  Each of us have an assignment and no job is too small.  God even gave instructions regarding how the tent pegs of the Tabernacle were to be transported.  You may not think carrying a tent peg was important, but you would find out differently when it was time to pitch the tent!  For discussion on the items mentioned in this chapter, see Introduction To The Tabernacle in the Exodus Legacy Bible Outlines.)

Study questions on chapter 4:
1.
Using verses 1-15, summarize the instructions given regarding the Sons of Kohath in 
regards to:  



-The census.



-Their service in regards to the Tabernacle.

2.
Summarize the instructions given to Eleazar.  (16)

3.
What instructions are given regarding the Kohathites in verses 17-20?



-What was Moses and Aaron to do in their behalf?



-Who should appoint them to their service?



-What were they forbidden to do?

4.
Using verses 21-28, summarize the instructions given regarding the responsibility of the 
sons of Gershon in regards to:



-The census.



-Their service in regards to the Tabernacle.



-Who would assign their service.



-Who would be in authority over them.

5.
Using verses 29-33, summarize the instructions given regarding the responsibility of the 
sons of Merari in regards to:



-The census.



-Their service in regards to the Tabernacle.



-Who would be in authority over them.

6.
Using verses 34-49, answer the following questions. 



-What was the total number of Kohathites?


-What was the total number of Gershonites?



-What was the total number of Merari families?



-What was the total number of all of Levites?

7.
What do you learn in this chapter regarding how the holy things of God should be 
treated?

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  Consider the final 
comment in this chapter in your answer.
Numbers 5

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Command the children of Israel, that they put out of the camp every leper, and every one that hath an issue, and whosoever is defiled by the dead:

3 Both male and female shall ye put out, without the camp shall ye put them; that they defile not their camps, in the midst whereof I dwell.

4 And the children of Israel did so, and put them out without the camp: as the Lord spake unto Moses, so did the children of Israel.

5 And
 the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

6 Speak unto the children of Israel, When a man or woman shall commit any sin that men commit, to do a trespass against the Lord, and that person be guilty;

7 Then they shall confess their sin which they have done: and he shall recompense his trespass with the principal thereof, and add unto it the fifth part thereof, and give it unto him against whom he hath trespassed.

8 But if the man have no kinsman to recompense the trespass unto, let the trespass be recompensed unto the Lord, even to the priest; beside the ram of the atonement, whereby an atonement shall be made for him.

9 And every offering of all the holy things of the children of Israel, which they bring unto the priest, shall be his.

10 And every man's hallowed things shall be his: whatsoever any man giveth the priest, it shall be his.

11 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

12 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, If any man's wife go aside, and commit a trespass against him,

13 And a man lie with her carnally, and it be hid from the eyes of her husband, and be kept close, and she be defiled, and there be no witness against her, neither she be taken with the manner;

14 And the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be defiled: or if the spirit of jealousy come upon him, and he be jealous of his wife, and she be not defiled:

15 Then shall the man bring his wife unto the priest, and he shall bring her offering for her, the tenth part of an ephah of barley meal; he shall pour no oil upon it, nor put frankincense thereon; for it is an offering of jealousy, an offering of memorial, bringing iniquity to remembrance.

16 And the priest shall bring her near, and set her before the Lord:

17 And the priest shall take holy water in an earthen vessel; and of the dust that is in the floor of the tabernacle the priest shall take, and put it into the water:

18 And the priest shall set the woman before the Lord, and uncover the woman's head, and put the offering of memorial in her hands, which is the jealousy offering: and the priest shall have in his hand the bitter water that causeth the curse:

19 And the priest shall charge her by an oath, and say unto the woman, If no man have lain with thee, and if thou hast not gone aside to uncleanness with another instead of thy husband, be thou free from this bitter water that causeth the curse:

20 But if thou hast gone aside to another instead of thy husband, and if thou be defiled, and some man have lain with thee beside thine husband:

21 Then the priest shall charge the woman with an oath of cursing, and the priest shall say unto the woman, The Lord make thee a curse and an oath among thy people, when the Lord doth make thy thigh to rot, and thy belly to swell;

22 And this water that causeth the curse shall go into thy bowels, to make thy belly to swell, and thy thigh to rot: And the woman shall say, Amen, amen.

23 And the priest shall write these curses in a book, and he shall blot them out with the bitter water:

24 And he shall cause the woman to drink the bitter water that causeth the curse: and the water that causeth the curse shall enter into her, and become bitter.

25 Then the priest shall take the jealousy offering out of the woman's hand, and shall wave the offering before the Lord, and offer it upon the altar:

26 And the priest shall take an handful of the offering, even the memorial thereof, and burn it upon the altar, and afterward shall cause the woman to drink the water.

27 And when he hath made her to drink the water, then it shall come to pass, that, if she be defiled, and have done trespass against her husband, that the water that causeth the curse shall enter into her, and become bitter, and her belly shall swell, and her thigh shall rot: and the woman shall be a curse among her people.

28 And if the woman be not defiled, but be clean; then she shall be free, and shall conceive seed.

29 This is the law of jealousies, when a wife goeth aside to another instead of her husband, and is defiled;

30 Or when the spirit of jealousy cometh upon him, and he be jealous over his wife, and shall set the woman before the Lord, and the priest shall execute upon her all this law.

31 Then shall the man be guiltless from iniquity, and this woman shall bear her iniquity.

Outline 5:
(Regulations concerning physical, relational, and marital issues.)

I.
Physical issues.  (1-4)

A.
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 


1.
Command the children of Israel that they put out of the camp every leper, 



everyone who has a discharge, and whoever becomes defiled by coming in 


contact with a corpse. 


2.
You shall put out both male and female; you shall put them outside the 



camp, that they may not defile their camps in the midst of which I dwell. 



(Leprosy was contagious and also symbolic of sin.)  


B.
And the children of Israel did so, and put them outside the camp; as the Lord 


spoke to Moses, so the children of Israel did.  (As Israelis who were unclean must 


be removed from the camp where God's presence dwelt, believers are called to 


spiritual separation from the unclean.  This sometimes necessitates church 


discipline  See 1 Timothy 5:20; Titus 3:10-11; 2 Timothy 4:2.)
II.
Relational issues.  (5-10)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the children of Israel:

A.
When a man or woman commits any sin that men commit in unfaithfulness 


against the Lord, and that person is guilty:



1.
Then he shall confess the sin which he has committed. 


2.
He shall make restitution for his trespass in full, plus one-fifth of it, and 



give it to the one he has wronged. 


(Note that wronging another person is considered as unfaithfulness against the 


Lord.)


B.
But if the man who is wronged has no relative to whom restitution may be made 


for the wrong, the restitution for the wrong must go to the Lord for the priest, in 


addition to the ram of the atonement with which atonement is made for him. 

C.
Every offering of all the holy things of the children of Israel, which they bring to 


the priest, shall be his. 


1.
And every man's holy things shall be his.



2.
Whatever any man gives the priest shall be his. 


(All sin is against the Lord, but one was required to not only seek forgiveness but also 
make restitution for sins against others which resulted in loss, injury, damage, etc.  See 
Exodus 21-22.)

III.
Marital issues.  (11- 31)

A.
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the children of Israel, and say to 


them:


1.
If any man's wife goes astray and behaves unfaithfully toward him,  and a 



man lies with her carnally, and it is hidden from the eyes of her husband, 



and it is concealed that she has defiled herself, and there was no witness 



against her, nor was she caught: 



a.
If the spirit of jealousy comes upon him and he becomes jealous 




of his wife, who has defiled herself...




b.
Or if the spirit of jealousy comes upon him and he becomes jealous 



of his wife, although she has not defiled herself...


2.
Then the man:





a.
Shall bring his wife to the priest. 



b.
Shall bring the offering required for her, one-tenth of an ephah of 




barley meal.




c.
Shall pour no oil on it and put no frankincense on it, because it is a 




grain offering of jealousy, an offering for remembering, for 





bringing iniquity to remembrance. 

B.
And the priest shall bring her near, and set her before the Lord. 


1.
The priest shall take holy water in an earthen vessel, and take some of the 



dust that is on the floor of the Tabernacle and put it into the water.  (The 



water most likely was from the sacred laver.)


2.
Then the priest shall stand the woman before the Lord, uncover the 



woman's head, and put the offering for remembering in her hands, which is 


the grain offering of jealousy.  


3.
And the priest shall have in his hand the bitter water that brings a curse.

C.
And the priest shall put her under oath, and say to the woman:



1.
If no man has lain with you, and if you have not gone astray to uncleanness 


while under your husband's authority, be free from this bitter water that 



brings a curse. 


2.
But if you have gone astray while under your husband's authority, and if 



you have defiled yourself and some man other than your husband has lain 



with you, then the priest shall put the woman under the oath of the curse.



3.
And he shall say to the woman:




a.
The Lord make you a curse and an oath among your people, when 




the Lord makes your thigh rot and your belly swell.




b.
And may this water that causes the curse go into your stomach, and 



make your belly swell and your thigh rot.  (This indicates the 




woman would be infertile.)


4.
Then the woman shall say, "Amen, so be it." 


D.
Then the priest shall write these curses in a book, and he shall scrape them off into 

the bitter water. And he shall make the woman drink the bitter water that brings a 


curse, and the water that brings the curse shall enter her to become bitter. 

E.
Then the priest shall take the grain offering of jealousy from the woman's hand, 


shall wave the offering before the Lord, and bring it to the altar; and the priest 


shall take a handful of the offering as its memorial portion, burn it on the altar, 


and afterward make the woman drink the water. 

F.
When he has made her drink the water, then it shall be:



1.
If she has defiled herself and behaved unfaithfully toward her husband, 



that the water that brings a curse will enter her and become bitter, and her 



belly will swell, her thigh will rot, and the woman will become a curse 



among her people (she will be barren). 


2.
But if the woman has not defiled herself and is clean, then she shall be 



free and may conceive children. 


G.
This is the law of jealousy. When a wife, while under her husband's authority, 


goes astray and defiles herself or when the spirit of jealousy comes upon a man, 


and he becomes jealous of his wife.



1.
Then he shall stand the woman before the Lord, and the priest shall 



execute this law upon her. 


2.
Then the man shall be free from iniquity, but that woman shall bear her 



guilt.

(There is no biblical record of this ceremony being performed.  Perhaps fear of this law eliminated adulterous acts?  This law actually protected a woman from a jealous, controlling man who might be trying to falsely accuse her because of his own sin and/or because he was seeking a reason to divorce her. The message for us is that God mandates sexual purity in marriage.)  
Study questions on chapter 5:
1.
Summarize the instructions given by the Lord in verses 1-4 regarding physical issues.

2.
Summarize the instructions given by the Lord in verses 5-10 regarding relational issues.  3.
What principle is taught regarding sins against others in verses 5-10?

4.
Summarize the procedure detailed in verses 11-31.  



-What were these regulations designed to prevent?  



-How did this actually benefit a woman?  



-What is the major principle applicable to believers?  (outline note III G)
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 6

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When either man or woman shall separate themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the Lord:

3 He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried.

4 All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, from the kernels even to the husk.

5 All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head: until the days be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the Lord, he shall be holy, and shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow.

6 All the days that he separateth himself unto the Lord he shall come at no dead body.

7 He shall not make himself unclean for his father, or for his mother, for his brother, or for his sister, when they die: because the consecration of his God is upon his head.

8 All the days of his separation he is holy unto the Lord.

9 And if any man die very suddenly by him, and he hath defiled the head of his consecration; then he shall shave his head in the day of his cleansing, on the seventh day shall he shave it.

10 And on the eighth day he shall bring two turtles, or two young pigeons, to the priest, to the door of the tabernacle of the congregation:

11 And the priest shall offer the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering, and make an atonement for him, for that he sinned by the dead, and shall hallow his head that same day.

12 And he shall consecrate unto the Lord the days of his separation, and shall bring a lamb of the first year for a trespass offering: but the days that were before shall be lost, because his separation was defiled.

13 And this is the law of the Nazarite, when the days of his separation are fulfilled: he shall be brought unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation:

14 And he shall offer his offering unto the Lord, one he lamb of the first year without blemish for a burnt offering, and one ewe lamb of the first year without blemish for a sin offering, and one ram without blemish for peace offerings,

15 And a basket of unleavened bread, cakes of fine flour mingled with oil, and wafers of unleavened bread anointed with oil, and their meat offering, and their drink offerings.

16 And the priest shall bring them before the Lord, and shall offer his sin offering, and his burnt offering:

17 And he shall offer the ram for a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the Lord, with the basket of unleavened bread: the priest shall offer also his meat offering, and his drink offering.

18 And the Nazarite shall shave the head of his separation at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and shall take the hair of the head of his separation, and put it in the fire which is under the sacrifice of the peace offerings.

19 And the priest shall take the sodden shoulder of the ram, and one unleavened cake out of the basket, and one unleavened wafer, and shall put them upon the hands of the Nazarite, after the hair of his separation is shaven:

20 And the priest shall wave them for a wave offering before the Lord: this is holy for the priest, with the wave breast and heave shoulder: and after that the Nazarite may drink wine.

21 This is the law of the Nazarite who hath vowed, and of his offering unto the Lord for his separation, beside that that his hand shall get: according to the vow which he vowed, so he must do after the law of his separation.

22 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

23 Speak unto Aaron and unto his sons, saying, On this wise ye shall bless the children of Israel, saying unto them,

24 The Lord bless thee, and keep thee:

25 The Lord make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee:

26 The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace.

27 And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them.

Outline 6:

(Nazarites; the priestly blessing.)

I.
The Law of the Nazarite.  (1-21) 

(Note that the word is "Nazarite", not "Nazarene".  A Nazarene was from the city of 
Nazareth.  A Nazarite was one who took a special vow for a specific period of time.  
Samson and the Apostle Paul are examples:  Judges 13-16 and Acts 21:20-26. The 
purpose of the vow was to focus on God and draw closer to Him.)


Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 

When either a man or woman consecrates an offering to take the vow of a Nazarite, to 

separate himself to the Lord:


A.
He must not use alcoholic beverages.  (His mind should be clear so he could focus 

on the Lord.)


1.
He shall separate himself from wine and similar drink.



2.
He shall drink neither vinegar made from wine nor vinegar made from 



similar drink; neither shall he drink any grape juice, nor eat fresh grapes or 


raisins. 


3.
All the days of his separation he shall eat nothing that is produced by the 



grapevine, from seed to skin. 


B.
He must not cut his hair.  (For a man to have long hair was shameful in those 


days so long hair symbolized that he was identified with Christ and His people, 


and willing to bear the shame of association.  It also was a public commitment to 


his vow.)



1.
All the days of the vow of his separation no razor shall come upon his 



head.



2.
Until the days are fulfilled for which he separated himself to the Lord, he 



shall be holy. 



3.
Then he shall let the locks of the hair of his head grow. 

C.
He must not touch a dead body.  (This symbolized separation from the spiritual 


death, decay, and corruption of the world.)



1.
All the days that he separates himself to the Lord he shall not go near a 



dead body. 



2.
He shall not make himself unclean even for his father or his mother, for 



his brother or his sister when they die, because his separation to God is on 



his head. 


3.
All the days of his separation he shall be holy to the Lord. 



4.
If anyone dies very suddenly beside him, and he defiles his consecrated 



head:




a.
He shall shave his head on the day of his cleansing; on the seventh 




day he 
shall shave it. 



b.
On the eighth day he shall bring two turtledoves or two young 




pigeons to the priest, to the door of the Tabernacle of meeting.




c.
And the priest shall offer one as a sin offering and the other as a 




burnt offering, and make atonement for him, because he sinned in 




regard to the corpse; and he shall sanctify his head that same day. 



d.
He shall consecrate to the Lord the days of his separation, and 




bring a male lamb in its first year as a trespass offering.




e.
But the former days shall be lost, because his separation was 




defiled. 


D.
Now this is the law of the Nazarite: When the days of his separation are fulfilled, 


he shall be brought to the door of the Tabernacle of meeting. 


1.
And he shall present his offering to the Lord: 



a.
One male lamb in its first year without blemish as a burnt offering.




b.
One ewe lamb in its first year without blemish as a sin offering, 



c.
One ram without blemish as a peace offering.




d.
A basket of unleavened bread.




e.
Cakes of fine flour mixed with oil.




f.
Unleavened wafers anointed with oil.




g.
And their grain offering with their drink offerings. 



2.
Then the priest shall bring them before the Lord and offer his sin offering 



and his burnt offering:




a.
And he shall offer the ram as a sacrifice of a peace offering to the 




Lord, with the basket of unleavened bread.




b.
The priest shall also offer its grain offering and its drink offering. 


3.
Then the Nazarite shall shave his consecrated head at the door of the 



Tabernacle of meeting, and shall take the hair from his consecrated head 



and put it on the fire which is under the sacrifice of the peace offering. 



4.
And the priest shall take the boiled shoulder of the ram, one unleavened 



cake from the basket, and one unleavened wafer, and put them upon the 



hands of the Nazirite after he has shaved his consecrated hair.




a.
And the priest shall wave them as a wave offering before the Lord. 



b.
They are holy for the priest, together with the breast of the wave 




offering and the thigh of the heave offering. 


5.
After that the Nazarite may drink wine. 


E.
This is the law of the Nazarite who vows to the Lord the offering for his 



separation, and besides that, whatever else his hand is able to provide--according 


to the vow which he takes, so he must do according to the law of his separation. 



(Although believers today do not normally take a Nazarite vow, a person can 


make a voluntary decision to separate one's self for a specific period of time to 


enable a closer walk with the Lord.  Examples are fasting food or media for a 


specific period of time, going on a spiritual retreat, etc.)
II.
The priestly blessing.  (22-27)

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying: 


A.
This is the way you shall bless the children of Israel. Say to them: 



1.
The Lord bless you. (God bestows unlimited blessings upon believers.)



2.
The Lord keep you.  (Meaning "may God watch over you, guide you, and 



keep you safe".)


3.
The Lord make His face shine upon you.  (God hides His face when you 



are not walking in fellowship with Him: Deuteronomy 31:18.  His face 



shining upon you is a sign He is pleased with you.)


4.
The Lord be gracious to you.  (Extend His grace to you.)


5.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you.  



("Lifting up His countenance" on you means that you have His favor.) 


6.
The Lord give you peace.  (The word for peace in Hebrew is "shalom."  It 


means security, health, tranquility,  friendship, completeness, and peace 



with God and man. It is the "peace that passes all understanding":  



Philippians 4:7.)


B.
So they shall put My name on the children of Israel, and I will bless them. 


(We are blessed individually and corporately. God blesses both you--singular in verse 
22--and them--plural in verse 27.  According to the final phrase of this passage, this 
blessing rests only upon those who have His 
name on them, meaning that they have 
embraced the Gospel and are true believers.)
Study questions on chapter 6:
1.
What is the subject of this chapter?  (1-2)

2.
What was the purpose of a Nazarite vow?  (2)

3.
Using verses 3-8, answer the following questions:



-From what three things must one who takes a Nazarite vow abstain?


-Why must they abstain from these things?


-Apply this spiritually.

4.
What should one do if they are defiled by a dead body during the time of the vow?  (9-12)

5.
What is a person to do once the days of the vow are fulfilled?  (13-20)

6.
Summarize the final statement regarding the Nazarite vow in verse 21.

7.
According to outline note I E, how might believers separate themselves to the Lord for a special time of consecration?

8.
Using verses 22-27, answer the following questions: 


-Who spoke to Moses in this passage and what was the subject?



-To whom was Moses to give these instructions?



-Who was to invoke this blessing upon whom?



-Summarize the words of the blessing. 


-What was the qualification for receiving this blessing?
9.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 7

1 And it came to pass on the day that Moses had fully set up the tabernacle, and had anointed it, and sanctified it, and all the instruments thereof, both the altar and all the vessels thereof, and had anointed them, and sanctified them;

2 That the princes of Israel, heads of the house of their fathers, who were the princes of the tribes, and were over them that were numbered, offered:

3 And they brought their offering before the Lord, six covered wagons, and twelve oxen; a wagon for two of the princes, and for each one an ox: and they brought them before the tabernacle.

4 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

5 Take it of them, that they may be to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation; and thou shalt give them unto the Levites, to every man according to his service.

6 And Moses took the wagons and the oxen, and gave them unto the Levites.

7 Two wagons and four oxen he gave unto the sons of Gershon, according to their service:

8 And four wagons and eight oxen he gave unto the sons of Merari, according unto their service, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

9 But unto the sons of Kohath he gave none: because the service of the sanctuary belonging unto them was that they should bear upon their shoulders.

10 And the princes offered for dedicating of the altar in the day that it was anointed, even the princes offered their offering before the altar.

11 And the Lord said unto Moses, They shall offer their offering, each prince on his day, for the dedicating of the altar.

12 And he that offered his offering the first day was Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of Judah:

13 And his offering was one silver charger, the weight thereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them were full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

14 One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense:

15 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

16 One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

17 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Nahshon the son of Amminadab.

18 On the second day Nethaneel the son of Zuar, prince of Issachar, did offer:

19 He offered for his offering one silver charger, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

20 One spoon of gold of ten shekels, full of incense:

21 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

22 One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

23 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Nethaneel the son of Zuar.

24 On the third day Eliab the son of Helon, prince of the children of Zebulun, did offer:

25 His offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

26 One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:

27 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

28 One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

29 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Eliab the son of Helon.

30 On the fourth day Elizur the son of Shedeur, prince of the children of Reuben, did offer:

31 His offering was one silver charger of the weight of an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

32 One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:

33 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

34 One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

35 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Elizur the son of Shedeur.

36 On the fifth day Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai, prince of the children of Simeon, did offer:

37 His offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

38 One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:

39 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

40 One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

41 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.

42 On the sixth day Eliasaph the son of Deuel, prince of the children of Gad, offered:

43 His offering was one silver charger of the weight of an hundred and thirty shekels, a silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

44 One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:

45 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

46 One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

47 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Eliasaph the son of Deuel.

48 On the seventh day Elishama the son of Ammihud, prince of the children of Ephraim, offered:

49 His offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

50 One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:

51 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

52 one kid of the goats for a sin offering:

53 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Elishama the son of Ammihud.

54 On the eighth day offered Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur, prince of the children of Manasseh:

55 His offering was one silver charger of the weight of an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

56 One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:

57 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

58 One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

59 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

60 On the ninth day Abidan the son of Gideoni, prince of the children of Benjamin, offered:

61 His offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

62 One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:

63 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

64 One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

65 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Abidan the son of Gideoni.

66 On the tenth day Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai, prince of the children of Dan, offered:

67 His offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

68 One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:

69 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

70 One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

71 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

72 On the eleventh day Pagiel the son of Ocran, prince of the children of Asher, offered:

73 His offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

74 One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:

75 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

76 One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

77 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Pagiel the son of Ocran.

78 On the twelfth day Ahira the son of Enan, prince of the children of Naphtali, offered:

79 His offering was one silver charger, the weight whereof was an hundred and thirty shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them full of fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering:

80 One golden spoon of ten shekels, full of incense:

81 One young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering:

82 One kid of the goats for a sin offering:

83 And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the first year: this was the offering of Ahira the son of Enan.

84 This was the dedication of the altar, in the day when it was anointed, by the princes of Israel: twelve chargers of silver, twelve silver bowls, twelve spoons of gold:

85 Each charger of silver weighing an hundred and thirty shekels, each bowl seventy: all the silver vessels weighed two thousand and four hundred shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary:

86 The golden spoons were twelve, full of incense, weighing ten shekels apiece, after the shekel of the sanctuary: all the gold of the spoons was an hundred and twenty shekels.

87 All the oxen for the burnt offering were twelve bullocks, the rams twelve, the lambs of the first year twelve, with their meat offering: and the kids of the goats for sin offering twelve.

88 And all the oxen for the sacrifice of the peace offerings were twenty and four bullocks, the rams sixty, the he goats sixty, the lambs of the first year sixty. This was the dedication of the altar, after that it was anointed.

89 And when Moses was gone into the tabernacle of the congregation to speak with him, then he heard the voice of one speaking unto him from off the mercy seat that was upon the ark of testimony, from between the two cherubims: and he spake unto him.

Outline 7:

(Numbers chapters 1-6 are a continuation of the Leviticus record.   Chapters 7-10 are out of chronological sequence.  The census of chapter 1 was taken the second year after the exodus on the first day of the second month.  The instructions in Numbers 7-10 were given during the previous month. Chapter 7 concerns the dedication of the Tabernacle and gifts from tribal leaders and it is the next-longest chapter in the Bible. The longest is Psalm 119.  The events from Exodus chapter 40 through Numbers chapter 9 describe what happened in a one month period.  Events include completion of the Tabernacle, laws for the offerings, ordination of priests, appointment of the Levites, the second Passover, the census, and the start of the journey.)

I.
The Tabernacle is finished.  (1)

Now it came to pass, when Moses had finished setting up the Tabernacle, that he anointed 
it and consecrated it and all its furnishings, and the altar and all its utensils. 
II.
Then the leaders of Israel, the heads of their fathers' houses, who were the leaders of the 
tribes and over those who were numbered, made an offering. (2-9)


A.
And they brought their offering before the Lord, six covered carts and twelve 


oxen, a cart for every two of the leaders, and for each one an ox; and they 



presented them before the Tabernacle. 


B.
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 


1.
Accept these from them, that they may be used in doing the work of the 



Tabernacle of meeting.



2.
And you shall give them to the Levites, to every man according to his 



service.

C.
So Moses took the carts and the oxen, and gave them to the Levites.


1.
Two carts and four oxen he gave to the sons of Gershon, according to their 


service. 


2.
Four carts and eight oxen he gave to the sons of Merari, according to their 



service, under the authority of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 


3.
But to the sons of Kohath he gave none, because theirs was the service of 



the holy things, which they carried on their shoulders.  (This was violated 



in 2 Samuel 6.) 
III.
The dedication offering. (10-83)


Now the leaders offered the dedication offering for the altar when it was anointed; so the 
leaders offered their offering before the altar.  For the Lord said to Moses, "They shall 
offer their offering, one leader each day, for the dedication of the altar." 


A.
On the first day, Nahshon the son of Amminadab from the tribe of Judah 



presented an offering. 


1.
His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred 



and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 


shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 



grain offering;  one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense; one young 



bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;  one 



kid of the goats as a sin offering;  and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: 



two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first 



year. 


2.
This was the offering of Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 


B.
On the second day, Nethanel the son of Zuar and leader of the tribe of Issachar, 


presented an offering.  


1.
For his offering he offered one silver platter, the weight of which was one 



hundred and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, 




according to the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour 



mixed with oil as a grain offering;  one gold pan of ten shekels, full of 



incense;  one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a 



burnt offering;  one kid of the goats as a sin offering; and as the sacrifice 



of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male 



lambs in their first year. 


2.
This was the offering of Nethanel the son of Zuar. 


C.
On the third day, Eliab the son of Helon and leader of the tribe of Zebulun, 


presented an offering.  


1.
His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred 



and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 


shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 



grain offering;  one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;  one young 



bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;  one 



kid of the goats as a sin offering;  and for the sacrifice of peace offerings: 



two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first 



year. 


2.
This was the offering of Eliab the son of Helon. 


D.
On the fourth day, Elizur the son of Shedeur and leader of the tribe of Reuben, 


presented an offering. 


1.
His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred 



and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 


shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 



grain offering;  one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense; one young 



bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;  one 



kid of the goats as a sin offering;  and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: 



two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first 



year. 


2.
This was the offering of Elizur the son of Shedeur. 


E.
On the fifth day, Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai and leader of the tribe of 


Simeon, presented an offering. 


1.
His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred 



and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 


shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 



grain offering;  one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;  one young 



bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;  one 



kid of the goats as a sin offering;  and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: 



two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first 



year.


2.
 This was the offering of Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 


F.
On the sixth day, Eliasaph the son of Deuel and leader of the tribe of Gad, 



presented an offering. 


1.
His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred 



and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 


shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 



grain offering;  one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;  one young 



bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;  one 



kid of the goats as a sin offering; and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: 



two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first 



year. 


2.
This was the offering of Eliasaph the son of Deuel. 


(The next two offerings are by the tribes of the sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh, 
who were adopted by Jacob:  Genesis 48:5-6.)


G.
On the seventh day, Elishama the son of Ammihud and leader of the tribe of 


Ephraim, presented an offering. 


1.
His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred 



and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 


shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 



grain offering;  one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;  one young 



bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;  one 



kid of the goats as a sin offering;  and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: 



two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first 



year.


2.
This was the offering of Elishama the son of Ammihud. 


H.
On the eighth day, Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur and leader of the tribe of 



Manasseh, presented an offering. 


1.
His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred 



and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 


shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 



grain offering;  one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense; one young 



bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;  one 



kid of the goats as a sin offering; and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: 



two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first 



year. 


2.
This was the offering of Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur. 


I.
On the ninth day, Abidan the son of Gideoni and leader of the tribe of Benjamin, 


presented an offering. 


1.
His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred 



and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 


shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 



grain offering;  one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;  one young 



bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;  one 



kid of the goats as a sin offering;  and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: 



two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first 



year.


2.
This was the offering of Abidan the son of Gideoni. 


J.
On the tenth day, Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai and leader of the tribe of Dan, 


presented an offering. 


1.
His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred 



and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 


shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 



grain offering;  one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;  one young 



bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;  one 



kid of the goats as a sin offering;  and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: 



two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first 



year. 


2.
This was the offering of Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. 


K.
On the eleventh day, Pagiel the son of Ocran and leader of the tribe of Asher, 


presented an offering. 


1.
His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred 



and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 


shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a 



grain offering;  one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;  one young 



bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;  one 



kid of the goats as a sin offering;  and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: 



two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male lambs in their first 



year.


2.
This was the offering of Pagiel the son of Ocran. 


L.
On the twelfth day Ahira the son of Enan and leader of the tribe of Naphtali, 


presented an offering.  


1.
His offering was one silver platter, the weight of which was one hundred 



and thirty shekels, and one silver bowl of seventy shekels, according to the 


sanctuary, both of them full of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;  


one gold pan of ten shekels, full of incense;  one young bull, one ram, and 



one male lamb in its first year, as a burnt offering;  one kid of the goats as 



a sin offering;  and as the sacrifice of peace offerings: two oxen, five rams, 


five male goats, and five male lambs in their first year. 


2.
This was the offering of Ahira the son of Enan. 

IV.
Offering totals.  (84-88)


This was the dedication offering for the altar from the leaders of Israel, when it was 
anointed: 

A.
Twelve silver platters, twelve silver bowls, and twelve gold pans. 


1.
Each silver platter weighed one hundred and thirty shekels and each bowl 



seventy shekels. 


2.
All the silver of the vessels weighed two thousand four hundred shekels, 



according to the shekel of the sanctuary.


3.
The twelve gold pans full of incense weighed ten shekels apiece, 




according to the shekel of the sanctuary.



4.
All the gold of the pans weighed one hundred and twenty shekels.  

B.
All the oxen for the burnt offering were twelve young bulls, twelve rams, twelve 


male lambs in their first year with their grain offering, and twelve kids of the 


goats as a sin offering.

C.
And all the oxen for the sacrifice of peace offerings were twenty-four bulls, 


sixty rams, sixty male goats sixty, and sixty lambs in their first year. 

D.
This was the dedication offering for the altar after it was anointed. 

(Why are these gifts mentioned is such repetitive detail?  To let us know that God pays 
close attention to every offering we give, whether it be finances, time, or talent.  See also 
Mark 12:41.)

V.
Moses speaks with God.  (89) 

Now when Moses went into the Tabernacle of meeting to speak with Him, he heard the 
voice of One speaking to him from above the mercy seat that was on the ark of the 
Testimony, from between the two cherubim; thus He spoke to him. 

Study questions on chapter 7:
1.
What project was culminated at this time according to verse 1?
2.
Who came to present gifts for the Tabernacle?  (2)

3.
What was presented as offerings in verse 3 and for what were they to be used according to verse 5?

4.
What command did the Lord give Moses in verses 4-5, and how did he respond to this command in verses 6-8?  To whom were the wagons given?
5.
Why did the Kohathites receive no wagons? (9)

6.
What did the princes do next according to verse 10?

7.
What did the Lord command Moses in verse 11?

8.
What occurred during the next 12 days? (12-83)

9.
List the total for the various offerings as summarized in verses 83-88.
10.
What do you learn about Moses' communication with God in verse 89?  

11.
According to the outline note IV D, what is one reason that these gifts are mentioned in such great detail?
12.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 8

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Speak unto Aaron, and say unto him, When thou lightest the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light over against the candlestick.

3 And Aaron did so; he lighted the lamps thereof over against the candlestick, as the Lord commanded Moses.

4 And this work of the candlestick was of beaten gold, unto the shaft thereof, unto the flowers thereof, was beaten work: according unto the pattern which the Lord had shewed Moses, so he made the candlestick.

5 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

6 Take the Levites from among the children of Israel, and cleanse them.

7 And thus shalt thou do unto them, to cleanse them: Sprinkle water of purifying upon them, and let them shave all their flesh, and let them wash their clothes, and so make themselves clean.

8 Then let them take a young bullock with his meat offering, even fine flour mingled with oil, and another young bullock shalt thou take for a sin offering.

9 And thou shalt bring the Levites before the tabernacle of the congregation: and thou shalt gather the whole assembly of the children of Israel together:

10 And thou shalt bring the Levites before the Lord: and the children of Israel shall put their hands upon the Levites:

11 And Aaron shall offer the Levites before the Lord for an offering of the children of Israel, that they may execute the service of the Lord.

12 And the Levites shall lay their hands upon the heads of the bullocks: and thou shalt offer the one for a sin offering, and the other for a burnt offering, unto the Lord, to make an atonement for the Levites.

13 And thou shalt set the Levites before Aaron, and before his sons, and offer them for an offering unto the Lord.

14 Thus shalt thou separate the Levites from among the children of Israel: and the Levites shall be mine.

15 And after that shall the Levites go in to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation: and thou shalt cleanse them, and offer them for an offering.

16 For they are wholly given unto me from among the children of Israel; instead of such as open every womb, even instead of the firstborn of all the children of Israel, have I taken them unto me.

17 For all the firstborn of the children of Israel are mine, both man and beast: on the day that I smote every firstborn in the land of Egypt I sanctified them for myself.

18 And I have taken the Levites for all the firstborn of the children of Israel.

19 And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons from among the children of Israel, to do the service of the children of Israel in the tabernacle of the congregation, and to make an atonement for the children of Israel: that there be no plague among the children of Israel, when the children of Israel come nigh unto the sanctuary.

20 And Moses, and Aaron, and all the congregation of the children of Israel, did to the Levites according unto all that the Lord commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so did the children of Israel unto them.

21 And the Levites were purified, and they washed their clothes; and Aaron offered them as an offering before the Lord; and Aaron made an atonement for them to cleanse them.

22 And after that went the Levites in to do their service in the tabernacle of the congregation before Aaron, and before his sons: as the Lord had commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so did they unto them.

23 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

24 This is it that belongeth unto the Levites: from twenty and five years old and upward they shall go in to wait upon the service of the tabernacle of the congregation:

25 And from the age of fifty years they shall cease waiting upon the service thereof, and shall serve no more:

26 But shall minister with their brethren in the tabernacle of the congregation, to keep the charge, and shall do no service. Thus shalt thou do unto the Levites touching their charge.

Outline 8:

(Instructions to the Levites.)

I.
Arrangement of the lamps.  (1-4) 


(See Exodus 25:31-40; 37:17-24; and 40:24-25.  See also the Introduction To The 
Tabernacle in the Exodus Legacy Bible Outline for spiritual applications regarding the 
lamp stands and the light.)


A.
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:  Speak to Aaron, and say to him:



When you arrange the lamps, the seven lamps shall give light in front of the 


lampstand.

B.
And Aaron did so:  He arranged the lamps to face toward the front of the 



lampstand, as the Lord commanded Moses. 

C.
Now this workmanship of the lampstand was hammered gold:



1.
From its shaft to its flowers it was hammered work. 


2.
According to the pattern which the Lord had shown Moses, so he made the 


lampstand. 
II.
Instructions for cleansing and atonement for the Levites.  (5-14) 

(Symbolic of spiritual cleansing to minister before the Lord.)


Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

A.
Take the Levites from among the children of Israel and cleanse them 



ceremonially.  

B.
Thus you shall do to them to cleanse them: 


1.
Sprinkle water of purification on them.



2.
Let them shave all their body.



3.
Let them wash their clothes, and so make themselves clean.


4.
Offer a sin offering.  




a.
Then let them take a young bull with its grain offering of fine flour 




mixed with oil.




b.
And you shall take another young bull as a sin offering. 


(Believers are cleansed through the water of the word; by examining themselves, 


repenting, and removing uncleanness from their lives; by keeping their spiritual 


garments clean; and by confessing and repenting of sin.)


C.
And you shall bring the Levites before the Tabernacle of meeting, and you shall 


gather together the whole congregation of the children of Israel. 


1.
So you shall bring the Levites before the Lord, and the children of Israel 



shall lay their hands on the Levites. (Laying on of hands signifies the 



principle of substitution of the sinless for the guilty.)


2.
And Aaron shall offer the Levites before the Lord like a wave offering 



from the children of Israel, that they may perform the work of the Lord. 


3.
Then the Levites shall lay their hands on the heads of the young bulls, and 



you shall offer one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt offering to the 



Lord, to make atonement for the Levites.   (Laying on of hands signifies 



the principle of substitution of the sinless for the guilty.)



4.
And you shall stand the Levites before Aaron and his sons, and then offer 



them like a wave offering to the Lord.  

D.
Thus you shall separate the Levites from among the children of Israel, and the 


Levites shall be Mine.  (The Levites were set apart for purpose, not privilege.  


Leaders are chosen by God to serve His purposes and His people.) 
III.
Instructions for dedication of the Levites.  (15-19)


A.
After that the Levites shall go in to service the Tabernacle of meeting. So you 


shall cleanse them and offer them like a wave offering. 

B.
For they are wholly given to Me from among the children of Israel:



1.
I have taken them for Myself instead of all who open the womb, the 



firstborn of all the children of Israel. 


2.
For all the firstborn among the children of Israel are Mine, both man and 



beast; on the day that I struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I 



sanctified them to Myself.


3.
I have taken the Levites instead of all the firstborn of the children of Israel. 
C.
And I have given the Levites as a gift to Aaron and his sons from among the 


children of Israel:



1.
To do the work for the children of Israel in the Tabernacle of meeting, and 



to make atonement for the children of Israel.



2.
That there be no plague among the children of Israel when the children of 



Israel come near the sanctuary. 

(God is the one who chooses us to fulfill certain assignments in the Kingdom of God. 
There are no unimportant tasks.  We are all called to serve God and serve people.)

IV.
God's instructions fulfilled. (20-22)


A.
Thus Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the children of Israel did to the 

Levites: According to all that the Lord commanded Moses concerning the Levites, 

so the children of Israel did to them. 

B.
And the Levites purified themselves and washed their clothes.


C.
Then Aaron presented them like a wave offering before the Lord, and Aaron made 

atonement for them to cleanse them. 

D.
After that the Levites went in to do their work in the Tabernacle of meeting before 

Aaron and his sons; as the Lord commanded Moses concerning the Levites, so 


they did to them. 

V.
Instructions regarding the term of service.  (23-26) 


Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: This is what pertains to the Levites: 

A.
From twenty-five years old and above one may enter to perform service in the 


work of the Tabernacle of meeting.


B.
At the age of fifty years they must cease performing this work, and shall work no 


more.  They may minister with their brethren in the Tabernacle of meeting to 


attend to needs, but they themselves shall do no work. 

C.
Thus you shall do to the Levites regarding their duties. 



(As the Levites, the older generation of believers should make way for the next 


generation.  We shouldn't retire and do nothing, but we should let them assume 


the lead and come alongside to assist them.)
Study questions on chapter 8:
1.
According to the opening note, what is the subject of this chapter?

2.
What do verses 1-4 concern?  

3.
Using the references given in point I and the introduction, explain the significance of the lamps in the Tabernacle,

4.
What is the subject of verses 5-14?

5.
According to outline note II B 4, how are believers to be cleansed?
6.
Who was Moses to bring together before the Tabernacle and for what purpose? (10-13)
7.
To whom were the Levites set apart and for what purposes?  (14-17)

8.
Explain the principle of the first-born in verses 17-18.
9.
To whom were the Levites a gift?  What was their purpose and what were their duties? (19)
10.
According to outline note III C 2, who chooses believers to fulfill certain assignments in the Kingdom of God?

11.
According to verses 20-22, how did Moses, Aaron, and the people respond to the instructions given by God regarding the Levites?  What did the Levites do?  What did Aaron do?
12.
Summarize the age requirements in verses 24-26.  



-At what age could Levites serve?  



-At what age were they to pass their responsibilities on to the next generation?



-What were they to do after being relieved of their responsibilities?


-According to outline point V C, how should this be applied by believers serving 
 
  in leadership today?

13.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 9

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the second year after they were come out of the land of Egypt, saying,

2 Let the children of Israel also keep the passover at his appointed season.

3 In the fourteenth day of this month, at even, ye shall keep it in his appointed season: according to all the rites of it, and according to all the ceremonies thereof, shall ye keep it.

4 And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, that they should keep the passover.

5 And they kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the first month at even in the wilderness of Sinai: according to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so did the children of Israel.

6 And there were certain men, who were defiled by the dead body of a man, that they could not keep the passover on that day: and they came before Moses and before Aaron on that day:

7 And those men said unto him, We are defiled by the dead body of a man: wherefore are we kept back, that we may not offer an offering of the Lord in his appointed season among the children of Israel?

8 And Moses said unto them, Stand still, and I will hear what the Lord will command concerning you.

9 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

10 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If any man of you or of your posterity shall be unclean by reason of a dead body, or be in a journey afar off, yet he shall keep the passover unto the Lord.

11 The fourteenth day of the second month at even they shall keep it, and eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs.

12 They shall leave none of it unto the morning, nor break any bone of it: according to all the ordinances of the passover they shall keep it.

13 But the man that is clean, and is not in a journey, and forbeareth to keep the passover, even the same soul shall be cut off from among his people: because he brought not the offering of the Lord in his appointed season, that man shall bear his sin.

14 And if a stranger shall sojourn among you, and will keep the passover unto the Lord; according to the ordinance of the passover, and according to the manner thereof, so shall he do: ye shall have one ordinance, both for the stranger, and for him that was born in the land.

15 And on the day that the tabernacle was reared up the cloud covered the tabernacle, namely, the tent of the testimony: and at even there was upon the tabernacle as it were the appearance of fire, until the morning.

16 So it was alway: the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance of fire by night.

17 And when the cloud was taken up from the tabernacle, then after that the children of Israel journeyed: and in the place where the cloud abode, there the children of Israel pitched their tents.

18 At the commandment of the Lord the children of Israel journeyed, and at the commandment of the Lord they pitched: as long as the cloud abode upon the tabernacle they rested in their tents.

19 And when the cloud tarried long upon the tabernacle many days, then the children of Israel kept the charge of the Lord, and journeyed not.

20 And so it was, when the cloud was a few days upon the tabernacle; according to the commandment of the Lord they abode in their tents, and according to the commandment of the Lord they journeyed.

21 And so it was, when the cloud abode from even unto the morning, and that the cloud was taken up in the morning, then they journeyed: whether it was by day or by night that the cloud was taken up, they journeyed.

22 Or whether it were two days, or a month, or a year, that the cloud tarried upon the tabernacle, remaining thereon, the children of Israel abode in their tents, and journeyed not: but when it was taken up, they journeyed.

23 At the commandment of the Lord they rested in the tents, and at the commandment of the Lord they journeyed: they kept the charge of the Lord, at the commandment of the Lord by the hand of Moses.

Outline 9:

(Observing the Passover; guidance in the wilderness.)

I.
The second Passover.  (1-5) 


(See Exodus 12:1-20 and the Introduction To The Tabernacle in the Exodus Legacy Bible 
Outline.)


A.
Now the Lord spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of Sinai, in the first month of the 


second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt (the anniversary of the 


first Passover).  God said: 


1.
Let the children of Israel keep the Passover at its appointed time. 


2.
On the fourteenth day of this month, at twilight, you shall keep it at its 



appointed time. 


3.
According to all its rites and ceremonies you shall keep it. 

B.
So Moses told the children of Israel that they should keep the Passover.


1.
And they kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the first month, at 



twilight.



2.
They observed it in the Wilderness of Sinai.



3.
According to all that the Lord commanded Moses, so the children of Israel 


did. 

II.
Ceremonial defilement.  (6-14)

A.
Now there were certain men who were defiled by a human corpse, so that they 


could not keep the Passover on that day.



1.
And they came before Moses and Aaron that day.  And those men said to 



him: 





a.
We became defiled by a human corpse. 



b.
Why are we kept from presenting the offering of the Lord at its 




appointed time among the children of Israel? 



2.
And Moses said to them, "Stand still, that I may hear what the Lord will 



command concerning you."  (When facing a difficult decision, wait until 



you know that God has given you direction.) 


B.
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the children of Israel: 


1.
Instructions for the Israelites.




a.
If anyone of you or your posterity is unclean because of a corpse, 




or is far away on a journey, he may still keep the Lord's Passover. 




(1)
On the fourteenth day of the second month, at twilight, they 




may keep it. 







(2)
They shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 




(3)
They shall leave none of it until morning, nor break one of 





its bones. 







(4)
According to all the ordinances of the Passover they shall 





keep it.

 

b.
But the man who is clean and is not on a journey, and ceases to 




keep the Passover:





(1)
That same person shall be cut off from among his people, 





because he did not bring the offering of the Lord at its 





appointed time. 




(2)
That man shall bear his sin. 



2.
Instructions regarding aliens (non-Israelis).




a.
And if a stranger dwells among you, and would keep the Lord's 




Passover, he must do so according to the rite of the Passover and 




according to its ceremony.  



b.
You shall have one ordinance, both for the stranger and the 
native 




of the land.



(When God gives an ordinance, everyone is required to observe it--no 



exceptions.)

 III.
The cloud and the fire  provide guidance.  (15-23)

(See Exodus 13:21,22; 40:34-38.)


A.
Now on the day that the Tabernacle was raised up, the cloud covered the 



the Tabernacle; from evening until morning it was above the Tabernacle like the 


appearance of fire.  


1.
So it was always: the cloud covered it by day, and the appearance of fire 



by night. 


2.
Whenever the cloud was taken up from above the Tabernacle, after that the 


children of Israel would journey; and in the place where the cloud settled, 



there the children of Israel would pitch their tents. 


3.
At the command of the Lord the children of Israel would journey, and at 



the command of the Lord they would camp.  (Israel moved and camped at 



the command of the Lord--not because of a vote or a board meeting!)

B.
As long as the cloud stayed above the Tabernacle they remained encamped.


1.
Even when the cloud continued long, for many days above the Tabernacle, 


the children of Israel kept the charge of the Lord and did not journey.


2.
So it was, when the cloud was above the Tabernacle a few days: 




According to the command of the Lord they would remain encamped, and 



according to the command of the Lord they would journey.


3.
So it was, when the cloud remained only from evening until morning: 



When the cloud was taken up in the morning, then they would journey; 



whether by day or by night, whenever the cloud was taken up, they would 



journey. 


4.
Whether it was two days, a month, or a year that the cloud remained above 


the Tabernacle, the children of Israel would remain encamped and not 



journey; but when it was taken up, they would journey. 


5.
At the command of the Lord they remained encamped, and His command 



of the Lord they journeyed; they kept the charge of the Lord, at the 




command of the Lord, by the hand of Moses. 

Study questions on chapter 9:
1.
What is the subject of verses 1-5?

2.
Using the references given in outline point I, explain the meaning of the Passover, how it began, and its importance.

3.
What is the problem raised in verses 6-14 and how is it resolved?  What instructions are given for future violations?

4.
What must an alien do in order to observe the Passover?  (14)

5.
What happened on the day the Tabernacle was set up?  (15-16)

6.
What occurred when the cloud was taken up from the Tabernacle?  (17)

7.
What determined when the Israelites traveled and when they camped?  (18-22)

8.
Use verse 23 to summarize how Israel was guided in their wilderness travels.

9.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 10

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Make thee two trumpets of silver; of a whole piece shalt thou make them: that thou mayest use them for the calling of the assembly, and for the journeying of the camps.

3 And when they shall blow with them, all the assembly shall assemble themselves to thee at the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

4 And if they blow but with one trumpet, then the princes, which are heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather themselves unto thee.

5 When ye blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on the east parts shall go forward.

6 When ye blow an alarm the second time, then the camps that lie on the south side shall take their journey: they shall blow an alarm for their journeys.

7 But when the congregation is to be gathered together, ye shall blow, but ye shall not sound an alarm.

8 And the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow with the trumpets; and they shall be to you for an ordinance for ever throughout your generations.

9 And if ye go to war in your land against the enemy that oppresseth you, then ye shall blow an alarm with the trumpets; and ye shall be remembered before the Lord your God, and ye shall be saved from your enemies.

10 Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; that they may be to you for a memorial before your God: I am the Lord your God.

11 And it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the second year, that the cloud was taken up from off the tabernacle of the testimony.

12 And the children of Israel took their journeys out of the wilderness of Sinai; and the cloud rested in the wilderness of Paran.

13 And they first took their journey according to the commandment of the Lord by the hand of Moses.

14 In the first place went the standard of the camp of the children of Judah according to their armies: and over his host was Nahshon the son of Amminadab.

15 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Issachar was Nethaneel the son of Zuar.

16 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Zebulun was Eliab the son of Helon.

17 And the tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons of Merari set forward, bearing the tabernacle.

18 And the standard of the camp of Reuben set forward according to their armies: and over his host was Elizur the son of Shedeur.

19 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Simeon was Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.

20 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Gad was Eliasaph the son of Deuel.

21 And the Kohathites set forward, bearing the sanctuary: and the other did set up the tabernacle against they came.

22 And the standard of the camp of the children of Ephraim set forward according to their armies: and over his host was Elishama the son of Ammihud.

23 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Manasseh was Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur.

24 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Benjamin was Abidan the son of Gideoni.

25 And the standard of the camp of the children of Dan set forward, which was the rearward of all the camps throughout their hosts: and over his host was Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

26 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Asher was Pagiel the son of Ocran.

27 And over the host of the tribe of the children of Naphtali was Ahira the son of Enan.

28 Thus were the journeyings of the children of Israel according to their armies, when they set forward.

29 And Moses said unto Hobab, the son of Raguel the Midianite, Moses' father in law, We are journeying unto the place of which the Lord said, I will give it you: come thou with us, and we will do thee good: for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel.

30 And he said unto him, I will not go; but I will depart to mine own land, and to my kindred.

31 And he said, Leave us not, I pray thee; forasmuch as thou knowest how we are to encamp in the wilderness, and thou mayest be to us instead of eyes.

32 And it shall be, if thou go with us, yea, it shall be, that what goodness the Lord shall do unto us, the same will we do unto thee.

33 And they departed from the mount of the Lord three days' journey: and the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them in the three days' journey, to search out a resting place for them.

34 And the cloud of the Lord was upon them by day, when they went out of the camp.

35 And it came to pass, when the ark set forward, that Moses said, Rise up, Lord, and let thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee.

36 And when it rested, he said, Return, O Lord, unto the many thousands of Israel.

Outline 10:
(The departure.)

I.
The silver trumpets.  (1-10) 


And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

A.
Make two silver trumpets for yourself; you shall make them of hammered work; 


you shall use them for calling the congregation and for directing the movement of 


the camps.


1.
When they blow both of them, all the congregation shall gather before you 



at the door of the Tabernacle of meeting. 


2.
But if they blow only one--then the leaders, the heads of the divisions of 



Israel--shall gather to you. 

B.
When you sound the advance:



1.
The camps that lie on the east side shall then begin their journey.


2.
When you sound the advance the second time, then the camps that lie on 



the south side shall begin their journey.



3.
They shall sound the call for them to begin their journeys.


4.
And when the assembly is to be gathered together, you shall blow, but not 



sound the advance.

C.
The sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow the trumpets, and these shall be to you 


as an ordinance forever throughout your generations. 


D.
When you go to war in your land against the enemy who oppresses you, then you 


shall sound an alarm with the trumpets:



1.
And you will be remembered before the Lord your God.  (This does not 



mean God forgets, rather that He will pay special attention when this 



occurs.)


2.
And you will be saved from your enemies. 

E.
Also in the day of your gladness, in your appointed feasts, and at the beginning of 


your months, you shall blow the trumpets over your burnt offerings and over the 


sacrifices of your peace offerings.


F.
And they shall be a memorial for you before your God: I am the Lord your God. 
(The sound of the trumpets brought the people together in proper marching order; they were used in battle; and they were blown for special occasions such as feasts, etc.  The trumpets were made of silver which is symbolic of redemption.  When they sounded, they called out a redeemed people. Jesus will return with the sound of a trumpet and summons redeemed believers:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18.)

II.
Organizing for the departure from Sinai.  (11-12) 


A.
Now it came to pass on the twentieth day of the second month, in the second year, 

that the cloud was taken up from above the Tabernacle of the Testimony.

B.
And the children of Israel set out from the Wilderness of Sinai on their journeys:



Then the cloud settled down in the Wilderness of Paran. 
III.
So they started out for the first time according to the command of the Lord by the hand of 
Moses.   (13-28)

A.
The standard of the camp of the children of Judah set out first according to their 


armies:
 


1.
Over their army was Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 


2.
Over the army of the tribe of the children of Issachar was Nethanel the son 


of Zuar. 


3.
Over the army of the tribe of the children of Zebulun was Eliab the son of 



Helon. 


B.
Then the Tabernacle was taken down; and the sons of Gershon and the sons of 


Merari set out, carrying the Tabernacle. 

C.
And the standard of the camp of Reuben set out according to their armies:  


1.
Over their army was Elizur the son of Shedeur. 


2.
Over the army of the tribe of the children of Simeon was Shelumiel the 



son of Zurishaddai. 


3.
Over the army of the tribe of the children of Gad was Eliasaph the son of 



Deuel. 


D.
Then the Kohathites set out, carrying the holy things. (The Tabernacle, traveling 


ahead,  would be prepared for their arrival at their destination.) 


E.
And the standard of the camp of the children of Ephraim set out according to their 

armies:



1.
Over their army was Elishama the son of Ammihud. 


2.
Over the army of the tribe of the children of Manasseh was Gamaliel the 



son of Pedahzur. 


3.
And over the army of the tribe of the children of Benjamin was Abidan the 


son of 
Gideoni. 


F.
Then the standard of the camp of the children of Dan--the rear guard of all the 


camps--set out according to their armies.  


1.
Over their army was Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai. 


2.
Over the army of the tribe of the children of Asher was Pagiel the son of 



Ocran. 


3.
And over the army of the tribe of the children of Naphtali was Ahira the 



son of Enan. 


G.
Thus was the order of march of the children of Israel, according to their armies, 


when they began their journey. 


(Their assignments were not optional.  For believers as well, our specific 



assignments in the Kingdom are not an option.)  

The Marching Order


     Dan           Ephraim        Kohalites         Reuben        Gershon         Judah,Moses, and Aaron
Mixed
     Asher
       Manasseh       Sons of Levi     Simeon        Sons of Levi    Issachar

Multitude
     Naphtali    Benjamin

        Gad

                     Zebulon


IV.
An appeal to Hoab.  (29-32)

A.
Now Moses said to Hobab the son of Reuel the Midianite, Moses' father-in-law, 


1.
We are setting out for the place of which the Lord said, "I will give it to 



you."



2.
Come with us, and we will treat you well.



3.
For the Lord has promised good things to Israel. 


B.
And he said to him, "I will not go, but I will depart to my own land and to my 


relatives." 


C.
So Moses said:



1.
Please do not leave, inasmuch as you know how we are to camp in the 



wilderness, and you can be our eyes. 


2.
And it shall be, if you go with us--indeed it shall be--that whatever good 



the Lord will do to us, the same we will do to you. 

(Moses eventually convinced him, as Judges 1:6 identifies Hobab as entering the 
Promised Land with them.   Depending on God does not prohibit utilizing God-given 
knowledge and skills.  Hobab, like Moses, knew secrets of the desert that were vital to 
survival.  This passage also illustrates how we should reach out to others to join us in 
our journey to our promised land.)

V.
Departure from Sinai.  (33-36)

A.
So they departed from the mountain of the Lord on a journey of three days.


B.
And the ark of the covenant of the Lord went before them for the three days' 


journey, to search out a resting place for them. 

C.
And the cloud of the Lord was above them by day when they went out from the 


camp. 



1.
So it was, whenever the ark set out, that Moses said:




a.
Rise up, oh Lord!



b.
Let Your enemies be scattered.




c.
And let those who hate You flee before You. 



2.
And when it rested, he said:




Return, oh Lord, to the many thousands of Israel. 

Study questions on chapter 10:
1.
What did the Lord command to be made? (1-2)
2.
For what purpose were these instruments used?  (3-10 and outline note I)

3.
What future event will be announced by a trumpet?  (outline note I)
4.
What occurred in verses 11-12? 



-What prompted Israel to move on?  



-From where did they depart?  



-Where did they stop next?

5.
What is the subject of verses 13-28?  What do you learn about God from the details given 
in these verses?
6.
Using verses 29-32, answer the following questions:



-What appeal did Moses make to Hoab?



-Why did Moses make this request?



-What was Hoab's response?



-What does Judges 1:6 reveal regarding Hoab's final decision?

7.
According to verse 33, from where did Israel depart and how long was this journey?

8.
What provided direction for their journey?  (34)

9.
What did Moses declare when the ark moved forward?  (35)

10.
What did Moses declare when the ark rested?  (36)

11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 11

1 And when the people complained, it displeased the Lord: and the Lord heard it; and his anger was kindled; and the fire of the Lord burnt among them, and consumed them that were in the uttermost parts of the camp.

2 And the people cried unto Moses; and when Moses prayed unto the Lord, the fire was quenched.

3 And he called the name of the place Taberah: because the fire of the Lord burnt among them.

4 And the mixt multitude that was among them fell a lusting: and the children of Israel also wept again, and said, Who shall give us flesh to eat?

5 We remember the fish, which we did eat in Egypt freely; the cucumbers, and the melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlick:

6 But our soul is dried away: there is nothing at all, beside this manna, before our eyes.

7 And the manna was as coriander seed, and the colour thereof as the colour of bdellium.

8 And the people went about, and gathered it, and ground it in mills, or beat it in a mortar, and baked it in pans, and made cakes of it: and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil.

9 And when the dew fell upon the camp in the night, the manna fell upon it.

10 Then Moses heard the people weep throughout their families, every man in the door of his tent: and the anger of the Lord was kindled greatly; Moses also was displeased.

11 And Moses said unto the Lord, Wherefore hast thou afflicted thy servant? and wherefore have I not found favour in thy sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people upon me?

12 Have I conceived all this people? have I begotten them, that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them in thy bosom, as a nursing father beareth the sucking child, unto the land which thou swarest unto their fathers?

13 Whence should I have flesh to give unto all this people? for they weep unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may eat.

14 I am not able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for me.

15 And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray thee, out of hand, if I have found favour in thy sight; and let me not see my wretchedness.

16 And the Lord said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders of the people, and officers over them; and bring them unto the tabernacle of the congregation, that they may stand there with thee.

17 And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will take of the spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon them; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, that thou bear it not thyself alone.

18 And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh: for ye have wept in the ears of the Lord, saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat? for it was well with us in Egypt: therefore the Lord will give you flesh, and ye shall eat.

19 Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days;

20 But even a whole month, until it come out at your nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you: because that ye have despised the Lord which is among you, and have wept before him, saying, Why came we forth out of Egypt?

21 And Moses said, The people, among whom I am, are six hundred thousand footmen; and thou hast said, I will give them flesh, that they may eat a whole month.

22 Shall the flocks and the herds be slain for them, to suffice them? or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to suffice them?

23 And the Lord said unto Moses, Is the Lord's hand waxed short? thou shalt see now whether my word shall come to pass unto thee or not.

24 And Moses went out, and told the people the words of the Lord, and gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people, and set them round about the tabernacle.

25 And the Lord came down in a cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the spirit that was upon him, and gave it unto the seventy elders: and it came to pass, that, when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied, and did not cease.

26 But there remained two of the men in the camp, the name of the one was Eldad, and the name of the other Medad: and the spirit rested upon them; and they were of them that were written, but went not out unto the tabernacle: and they prophesied in the camp.

27 And there ran a young man, and told Moses, and said, Eldad and Medad do prophesy in the camp.

28 And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of Moses, one of his young men, answered and said, My lord Moses, forbid them.

29 And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? would God that all the Lord's people were prophets, and that the Lord would put his spirit upon them!

30 And Moses gat him into the camp, he and the elders of Israel.

31 And there went forth a wind from the Lord, and brought quails from the sea, and let them fall by the camp, as it were a day's journey on this side, and as it were a day's journey on the other side, round about the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the face of the earth.

32 And the people stood up all that day, and all that night, and all the next day, and they gathered the quails: he that gathered least gathered ten homers: and they spread them all abroad for themselves round about the camp.

33 And while the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of the Lord was kindled against the people, and the Lord smote the people with a very great plague.

34 And he called the name of that place Kibroth-hattaavah: because there they buried the people that lusted.

35 And the people journeyed from Kibroth-hattaavah unto Hazeroth; and abode at Hazeroth.

Outline 11:
(A complaining people.)

I.
Complaints at Taberah.  (1-3) 


A.
Now when the people complained, it displeased the Lord; for the Lord heard it, 


and His anger was aroused. So the fire of the Lord burned among them, and 


consumed some in the outskirts of the camp.   (The phrase "when the people 


complained" refers to their continual ingratitude. Romans 1:21 indicates that 


ingratitude leads to rebellion and can eventually result in a reprobate mind.)

B.
Then the people cried out to Moses, and when Moses prayed to the Lord, the fire 


was quenched. 

C.
So he called the name of the place Taberah (which means burning), because the 


fire of the Lord had burned among them. 
II.
Complaints regarding the manna. (4-9)


A.
Now the mixed multitude who were among them yielded to intense craving; so 


the children of Israel also wept again and said:


1.
Who will give us meat to eat? 


2.
We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the 



melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic.  (Most of what they craved 



were condiments with no nutritional value!)



3.
But now our whole being (our soul and strength)  is dried up; there is 



nothing at all except this manna before our eyes!   



(The mixed multitude were non-Israelites who came out of Egypt with Israel 


because they had observed and wanted the blessings of God that rested upon the 


Jewish people.  In a similar manner, many people attach themselves to the church 

or to believers because they want the blessings of God, but they are not truly born 

again.  The New Testament speaks of them as tares:  Matthew 13:24-30; 36-43.  


The mixed multitude and the Israelites were continually complaining about God's 


provision for them.  Are we sometimes guilty of this?) 


B.
Now the manna was like coriander seed (a seed related to parsley), and its color 


like the color of bdellium (looked like resin).


1.
The people went about and gathered it, ground it on millstones or beat it in 


the mortar, cooked it in pans, and made cakes of it.



2.
Its taste was like the taste of pastry prepared with oil.


3.
And when the dew fell on the camp in the night, the manna fell on it.
 III.
Moses complains to God.  (10-15)


(The people complained about God and His provision.  Moses took his complaints to God 
in prayer.  There is a difference!)


A.
Then Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, everyone at the 


door of his tent:



1.
And the anger of the Lord was greatly aroused.



2.
Moses also was displeased.

B.
So Moses said to the Lord:



1.
Why have You afflicted Your servant? 


2.
And why have I not found favor in Your sight, that You have laid the 



burden of all these people on me? 


3.
Did I conceive all these people? 


4.
Did I beget them, that You should say to me, "Carry them in your bosom, 



as a guardian carries a nursing child," to the land which You swore to their 


fathers? 


5.
Where am I to get meat to give to all these people? For they weep all over 



me, saying, "Give us meat, that we may eat." 


6.
I am not able to bear all these people alone, because the burden is too 



heavy for me.   (Moses got his eyes on himself instead of God and 




felt insufficient for the task.  He was not able, but God was!)   


7.
If You treat me like this, please kill me here and now--if I have found 



favor in Your sight--and do not let me see my wretchedness! 




(If you are worn out and discouraged and feel you are doing too much, 



maybe you are!  Evaluate what you are doing and eliminate things that 



are unproductive for God's Kingdom.  Here, Moses was taking too much 



on himself instead of relying on God.)
IV.
The seventy elders.  (16-17 ) 


So the Lord said to Moses: 

A.
Gather to Me seventy men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be the elders 

of the people and officers over them.


B.
Bring them to the Tabernacle of meeting, that they may stand there with you. 

C.
Then I will come down and talk with you there.

D.
I will take of the Spirit that is upon you and will put the same upon them.



(God put the same Spirit upon these elders.  It is when elder in the church have a 


different spirit than that of the pastor that problems result.)


E.
And they shall bear the burden of the people with you, that you may not bear it 


yourself alone.
V.
God's Word to His complaining people.  (18-20) 

Then you shall say to the people:


A.
Consecrate yourselves for tomorrow, and you shall eat meat.


B.
For you have wept in the hearing of the Lord, saying, "Who will give us meat to 


eat?  For it was well with us in Egypt." 

C.
Therefore the Lord will give you meat, and you shall eat. 


1.
You shall eat, not one day, nor two days, nor five days, nor ten days, nor 



twenty days,  but for a whole month, until it comes out of your nostrils and 


becomes loathsome to you.



2.
Because you have despised the Lord who is among you, and have wept 



before Him, saying, "Why did we ever come up out of Egypt?" 
VI.
Moses' response to God.  (21-22)

And Moses said:


A.
The people whom I am among are six hundred thousand men on foot: Yet You 


have said, "I will give them meat, that they may eat for a whole month." 

B.
Shall flocks and herds be slaughtered for them, to provide enough for them? 

C.
Or shall all the fish of the sea be gathered together for them, to provide enough for 

them?
VII.
God's response to Moses.  (23) 


And the Lord said to Moses:


A.
Has the Lord's arm been shortened? 

B.
Now you shall see whether what I say will happen to you or not. 

VIII.
Moses obeys God's instructions.  (24-25)


A.
So Moses went out and told the people the words of the Lord.


B.
And he gathered the seventy men of the elders of the people and placed them 


around the Tabernacle.

C.
Then the Lord came down in the cloud, and spoke to him, and took of the Spirit 


that was upon him, and placed the same upon the seventy elders.


D.
And it happened, when the Spirit rested upon them, that they prophesied, although 

they never did so again.   (The prophetic spirit operated in them to confirm their 


appointment by God, but they did not serve prophets.  This is a major difference 


between the Old and New Testament manifestations of Holy Spirit.  In the Old 


Testament, the Spirit came upon men and women of God for a specific period of 


time and for a specific purpose.  In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit baptized  


believers and dwells permanently in them.) 
IX.
Eldad and Medad.  (26-30)

A.
But two men had remained in the camp: The name of one was Eldad, and the 


name of the other Medad. And the Spirit rested upon them. 

B.
Now they were among those listed, but who had not gone out to the Tabernacle; 


yet they prophesied in the camp. 

C.
And a young man ran and told Moses, and said, "Eldad and Medad are 



prophesying in the camp." 


D.
So Joshua the son of Nun, Moses' assistant, one of his choice men, answered and 


said, "Moses my lord, forbid them!" 


E.
Then Moses said to him:



1.
Are you zealous for my sake? 


2.
Oh, that all the Lord's people were prophets and that the Lord would put 



His Spirit upon them!


(This should be the attitude of all believers:  No jealousy and no competitive 


spirits.)

F.
And Moses returned to the camp, he and the elders of Israel. 

X.
The Lord sends quail.  (31-34) 


A.
Now a wind went out from the Lord, and it brought quail from the sea and left 


them fluttering near the camp, about a day's journey on this side and about a day's 


journey on the other side, all around the camp, and about two cubits above the 


surface of the ground. 

B.
And the people stayed up all that day, all night, and all the next day, and gathered 


the quail--he who gathered least gathered ten homers--and they spread them out 


for themselves all around the camp. 

C.
But while the meat was still between their teeth, before it was chewed, the wrath 


of the Lord was aroused against the people, and the Lord struck the people with a 


very great plague. 

D.
So he called the name of that place Kibroth Hattaavah (which means graves of 


greediness or craving), because there they buried the people who had yielded to 


craving. 


(Spiritually, each day we have a choice: To feed on the good things of God which 


give life, or feed on the things of the world that bring death.  The Israelites asked 


for flesh to eat, and God granted their request.  Be careful what you pray for!  


Sometimes God grants your request to your own spiritual detriment: Psalm 


106:15.)

XI.
The people move on.  (35) 

From Kibroth Hattaavah the people moved to Hazeroth, and camped at Hazeroth. 

Study questions on chapter 11:
1.
What is occurring as this chapter opens?  (1)

2.
What was God's response to the people regarding their actions?  (1)

3.
What did Moses do and what were the results?  (2)

4.
What was this place called and why?  (3)

5.
What do you learn about complaining and ingratitude in Romans 1:21?

6.
Using verses 4-6, answer the following questions.



-What complaints are being raised?



-Who is making the complaints?



-From where did these people come?



-To whom are these people compared in  the New Testament?  (Matthew 13:24-
 
  30 and 36-43)


-What were these people remembering?



-What were they desiring?



-What are they forgetting?

7.
Using verses 7-9, describe the manna--what it was like, when it fell, and how the people used it.

8.
According to verse 10, what did Moses hear and what was his response?  (10)

9.
Using verses 11-15, answer the following questions regarding Moses' prayer.



-What questions did he ask the Lord.



-What were his complaints?



-To what did Moses compare the people?



-What did Moses ask God to do to him rather than for him to continue 
 
 
  experiencing such treatment?
10.
Using verses 16-17, summarize God's response to Moses' prayer.



-Who did God tell Moses to assemble?



-Where was Moses to bring these men?



-What would happen when they assembled together?



-What would be taken from Moses and placed upon these men?



-What would be the mandate to be fulfilled by these men?



-How would this help Moses?

11.
Summarize the message Moses was to deliver from God to the people.  (18-20)

12.
What questions did Moses ask God as recorded in verses 21-22?

13.
How did God respond in verse 23?

14.
What did Moses do in verses 24-25?

15.
Who were Eldad and Medad, what were they doing, what was reported to Moses, and what was Moses' response?  (26-30)

16.
Describe what happened next as recorded in verses 31-33. 



-What did God send?



-What did the people do?



-What judgment was sent from the Lord?

17.
What was this place named and what is the meaning of the name? (34)

18.
To where did the people journey next?  (35)

19.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 12

1 And Miriam and Aaron spake against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman whom he had married: for he had married an Ethiopian woman.

2 And they said, Hath the Lord indeed spoken only by Moses? hath he not spoken also by us? And the Lord heard it.

3(Now the man Moses was very meek, above all the men which were upon the face of the earth.)

4 And the Lord spake suddenly unto Moses, and unto Aaron, and unto Miriam, Come out ye three unto the tabernacle of the congregation. And they three came out.

5 And the Lord came down in the pillar of the cloud, and stood in the door of the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam: and they both came forth.

6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream.

7 My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house.

8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the similitude of the Lord shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my servant Moses?

9 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against them; and he departed.

10 And the cloud departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous.

11 And Aaron said unto Moses, Alas, my lord, I beseech thee, lay not the sin upon us, wherein we have done foolishly, and wherein we have sinned.

12 Let her not be as one dead, of whom the flesh is half consumed when he cometh out of his mother's womb.

13 And Moses cried unto the Lord, saying, Heal her now, O God, I beseech thee.

14 And the Lord said unto Moses, If her father had but spit in her face, should she not be ashamed seven days? let her be shut out from the camp seven days, and after that let her be received in again.

15 And Miriam was shut out from the camp seven days: and the people journeyed not till Miriam was brought in again.

16 And afterward the people removed from Hazeroth, and pitched in the wilderness of Paran.

Outline 12:
(Dissension of Miriam and Aaron results in judgment.)

I.
Dissension caused by Miriam and Aaron.  (1-3)

A.
Then Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Ethiopian woman 


whom he had married; for he had married an Ethiopian woman.   (This was not a 


violation of scripture.  It was permissible as long as the Ethiopian was not a 


Canaanite.  Miriam was a prophetess and Aaron the High Priest. They should 


have known better than come against leadership.)

B.
So they said:



1.
Has the Lord indeed spoken only through Moses? 


2.
Has He not spoken through us also?

C.
And the Lord heard it.  (Remember: God hears everything!)

D.
Now the man Moses was very humble, more than all men who were on the face of 

the earth. 

II.
God's response.  (4-9)


A.
Suddenly the Lord said to Moses, Aaron, and Miriam: "Come out, you three, to 


the Tabernacle of meeting!" So the three came out. 

B.
Then the Lord came down in the pillar of cloud and stood in the door of the 


Tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam. And they both went forward.

C.
Then He said, Hear now My words: 


1.
If there is a prophet among you, I, the Lord, make Myself known to him in 



a vision; I speak to him in a dream. 


2.
Not so with My servant Moses: He is faithful in all My house. 


3.
I speak with him face to face, even plainly (directly and clearly), and not 



in dark sayings: And he sees the form of the Lord.


4.
Why then were you not afraid to speak against My servant Moses? 



5.
So the anger of the Lord was aroused against them, and He departed. 
III.
Judgment falls.  (10-15)


A.
And when the cloud departed from above the Tabernacle, suddenly Miriam 


became leprous, as white as snow. 

B.
Then Aaron turned toward Miriam, and there she was, a leper. 

C.
So Aaron said to Moses:



1.
Oh, my lord! Please do not lay this sin on us, in which we have done 



foolishly and in which we have sinned. 


2.
Please do not let her be as one dead, whose flesh is half consumed when 



he comes out of his mother's womb! 


D.
So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, "Please heal her, oh God, I pray!" 


E.
Then the Lord said to Moses:



1.
If her father had but spit in her face, would she not be shamed seven days? 




(A father spitting in a daughter's face was a rebuke for her challenge to 



authority.)



2.
Let her be shut out of the camp seven days, and afterward she may be 



received again.

F.
So Miriam was shut out of the camp seven days, and the people did not journey 


till Miriam was brought in again.  (Sin hindered the advancement of God's people 


for seven days.  Sin is serious, and will hinder your journey towards your 



destiny.)
(Why was only Miriam disciplined?  Because she was the leader in the rebellion.  Her name is listed first in verse 1, and the tense used for the word "spoke" in Hebrew in that verse is in the feminine form.  She was the instigator.  Also, Aaron was the high priest and could not be ceremonially unclean at any time because he must always be available to represent the people before God. Aaron experienced great distress when he saw her condition, however. From this story we learn the seriousness of coming against God's designated leadership.  All authority is from God and when we rebel against it, we are actually rebelling against God:  Romans 13:1-4.)

IV.
The people depart for Paran.  (16)


And afterward the people moved from Hazeroth and camped in the Wilderness of Paran. 

Study questions on chapter 12:
1.
Using verses 1-3, answer the following questions.



-Who caused dissension?



-What was their complaint?



-Was Moses' marriage actually a violation of Scripture? (see also outline note I A)


-Who was listening to their complaints besides Moses and the people?



-What do you learn about Moses in this passage?

2.
Using verses 4-9, describe God's response to these complaints.



-What did the Lord command?



-What came down before the door of the Tabernacle?



-Summarize what God said regarding Moses.


  
-What question did God ask?


-What was God's attitude towards this incident?

3.
Using verses 10-15 and the related notes in outline point III answer the following 
questions.



-What happened when the cloud departed from above the Tabernacle?



-What did Aaron see when he looked at Miriam?


-What appeal did Aaron make to Moses regarding Miriam?


-What appeal did Moses make to the Lord regarding Aaron's request?



-What response did the Lord give?



-What happened to Miriam next?



-Why was only Miriam disciplined in this way? (see outline note III F)

  
-How long was the delay before the people could journey again?

4.
According to verse 16, where did the people journey next?
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 13

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Send thou men, that they may search the land of Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, every one a ruler among them.

3 And Moses by the commandment of the Lord sent them from the wilderness of Paran: all those men were heads of the children of Israel.

4 And these were their names: of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur.

5 Of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori.

6 Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.

7 Of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph.

8 Of the tribe of Ephraim, Oshea the son of Nun.

9 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu.

10 Of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi.

11 Of the tribe of Joseph, namely, of the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi.

12 Of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli.

13 Of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael.

14 Of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi.

15 Of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi.

16 These are the names of the men which Moses sent to spy out the land. And Moses called Oshea the son of Nun Jehoshua.

17 And Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan, and said unto them, Get you up this way southward, and go up into the mountain:

18 And see the land, what it is; and the people that dwelleth therein, whether they be strong or weak, few or many;

19 And what the land is that they dwell in, whether it be good or bad; and what cities they be that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in strong holds;

20 And what the land is, whether it be fat or lean, whether there be wood therein, or not. And be ye of good courage, and bring of the fruit of the land. Now the time was the time of the firstripe grapes.

21 So they went up, and searched the land from the wilderness of Zin unto Rehob, as men come to Hamath.

22 And they ascended by the south, and came unto Hebron; where Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were. (Now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in Egypt.)

23 And they came unto the brook of Eshcol, and cut down from thence a branch with one cluster of grapes, and they bare it between two upon a staff; and they brought of the pomegranates, and of the figs.

24 The place was called the brook Eshcol, because of the cluster of grapes which the children of Israel cut down from thence.

25 And they returned from searching of the land after forty days.

26 And they went and came to Moses, and to Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh; and brought back word unto them, and unto all the congregation, and shewed them the fruit of the land.

27 And they told him, and said, We came unto the land whither thou sentest us, and surely it floweth with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it.

28 Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and moreover we saw the children of Anak there.

29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the sea, and by the coast of Jordan.

30 And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.

31 But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the people; for they are stronger than we.

32 And they brought up an evil report of the land which they had searched unto the children of Israel, saying, The land, through which we have gone to search it, is a land that eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the people that we saw in it are men of a great stature.

33 And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come of the giants: and we were in our own sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.

Outline 13:

(Spying out the land.)

I.
Spies selected for Canaan.  (1-16) 


(See also Deuteronomy 1:19-33.)


A.
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:



1.
Send men to spy out the land of Canaan, which I am giving to the children 



of Israel.  


2.
From each tribe of their fathers you shall send a man, each one a leader 



among them. 


B.
So Moses sent them from the Wilderness of Paran according to the command of 


the Lord, all of them men who were heads of the children of Israel. 

C.
Now these were their names: 


1.
From the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Zaccur.



2.
From the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori.



3.
From the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.



4.
From the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph.



5.
From the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun.



6.
From the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu.



7.
From the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi.



8.
From the tribe of Joseph--that is, from the tribe of Manasseh--Gaddi the 



son of Susi.



9.
From the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli.



10.
From the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael.



11.
From the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi.



12.
From the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. 


D.
These are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. 

E.
And Moses called Hoshea (whose name meant salvation) the son of Nun, Joshua 


(which means God saves). 
II.
Instructions to the spies.  (17-20)

Then Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan and said to them:


A.
Go up this way into the South, and go up to the mountains, and see what the land 


is like: 


1.
Whether the people who dwell in it are strong or weak, few or many.



2.
Whether the land they dwell in is good or bad.



3.
Whether the cities they inhabit are like camps or strongholds.



4.
Whether the land is rich or poor.



5.
Whether there are forests there or not. 

B.
Be of good courage. 

C.
And bring some of the fruit of the land.  



(The mission was not to determine if they should enter the land, but to view it in 


preparation for entering it.  Sending the spies was not an act of disobedience, as 


God had commissioned it: Verse 1.  It was the negative report that was problem.) 
III.
The spies survey the Promised Land.  (21-24)


A.
So they went up and spied out the land:



1.
From the Wilderness of Zin as far as Rehob, near the entrance of Hamath. 


2.
And they went up through the South and came to Hebron--which was built 


seven years before Zoan in Egypt; Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai.



3.
The descendants of Anak were there. 

B.
Then they came to the Valley of Eshcol:



1.
There they cut down a branch with one cluster of grapes and carried it 



between two of them on a pole. 


2.
They also brought some of the pomegranates and figs. 


3.
The place was called the Valley of Eshcol (which means the valleys of the 



cluster), because of the cluster which the men of Israel cut down there. 

(God sends first-fruits of our land of promise through answered prayer, blessings, etc.

IV.
The spies return and report.  (25-33)


A.
And they returned from spying out the land after forty days. 



1.
Now they departed and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the 




congregation of the children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at 



Kadesh.



2.
They brought back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed 



them the fruit of the land. 

B.
Then they told him, and said: 


1.
We went to the land where you sent us. 


2.
It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 


3.
Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong.



4.
The cities are fortified and very large.



5.
Moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there. 


6.
The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, 



and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the 



sea and along the banks of the Jordan. 


C.
Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said: "Let us go up at once and 


take possession, for we are well able to overcome it." 


D.
But the men who had gone up with him gave the children of Israel a bad report of 


the land which they had spied out saying:



1.
We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.  


2.
The land through which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its 



inhabitants.



3.
All the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature.


4.
There we saw the giants.  (The descendants of Anak came from the giants: 



Deuteronomy 9:2.)
 

5.
And we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their 



sight. 



(Ten men interpreted the facts regarding the land by fear and two of them 



interpreted the same facts by faith. God had already promised to defeat their 


enemies:  Numbers 10:33-36.  Fear says "We are not able."  Faith says, "We are 


well able".  As a believer do you see giants and yourself as a grasshopper?  Or do 

you see God as great and yourself as "well able"?)
Study questions on chapter 13:
1.
As this chapter opens, what did the Lord tell Moses to do and how did Moses respond?  (1-3)

2.
How many men were sent on this mission?  (3-15)

3.
According to outline note II, what were the purposes of this mission?

4.
What do you learn about Joshua in verse 16?

5.
Summarize the instructions Moses gave to the spies. (17-20) 

6.
Using verses 21-22, summarize the route taken by these men in Canaan.

7.
What did the men gather at Eschol?  Why was the place called Eschol?  (23-24)

8.
How many days did the spies spend in Canaan before returning to camp?  (25)

9.
Where was Israel camped at this time?  (26)

10.
Upon their return, what did the spies show the people of Israel?  (27)

11.
Summarize the negative report given by 10 of the spies. (27-29)
12.
What did Caleb do and say in response to this report?  (30)

13.
Summarize the further claims of the 10 spies in verses 31-33.  What did they see in 
Canaan that made them fearful?  How did they think they appeared in the enemy's 
sight?

14.
Using the closing outline note in this chapter, what is the difference between faith and 
fear as illustrated by the events in this chapter?

15.
What had God previously promised the people?  (Numbers 10:33-36)

16.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 14

1 And all the congregation lifted up their voice, and cried; and the people wept that night.

2 And all the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron: and the whole congregation said unto them, Would God that we had died in the land of Egypt! or would God we had died in this wilderness!

3 And wherefore hath the Lord brought us unto this land, to fall by the sword, that our wives and our children should be a prey? were it not better for us to return into Egypt?

4 And they said one to another, Let us make a captain, and let us return into Egypt.

5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel.

6 And Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of them that searched the land, rent their clothes:

7 And they spake unto all the company of the children of Israel, saying, The land, which we passed through to search it, is an exceeding good land.

8 If the Lord delight in us, then he will bring us into this land, and give it us; a land which floweth with milk and honey.

9 Only rebel not ye against the Lord, neither fear ye the people of the land; for they are bread for us: their defence is departed from them, and the Lord is with us: fear them not.

10 But all the congregation bade stone them with stones. And the glory of the Lord appeared in the tabernacle of the congregation before all the children of Israel.

11 And the Lord said unto Moses, How long will this people provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which I have shewed among them?

12 I will smite them with the pestilence, and disinherit them, and will make of thee a greater nation and mightier than they.

13 And Moses said unto the Lord, Then the Egyptians shall hear it, (for thou broughtest up this people in thy might from among them;)

14 And they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land: for they have heard that thou Lord art among this people, that thou Lord art seen face to face, and that thy cloud standeth over them, and that thou goest before them, by day time in a pillar of a cloud, and in a pillar of fire by night.

15 Now if thou shalt kill all this people as one man, then the nations which have heard the fame of thee will speak, saying,

16 Because the Lord was not able to bring this people into the land which he sware unto them, therefore he hath slain them in the wilderness.

17 And now, I beseech thee, let the power of my Lord be great, according as thou hast spoken, saying,

18 The Lord is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.

19 Pardon, I beseech thee, the iniquity of this people according unto the greatness of thy mercy, and as thou hast forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now.

20 And the Lord said, I have pardoned according to thy word:

21 But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.

22 Because all those men which have seen my glory, and my miracles, which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have tempted me now these ten times, and have not hearkened to my voice;

23 Surely they shall not see the land which I sware unto their fathers, neither shall any of them that provoked me see it:

24 But my servant Caleb, because he had another spirit with him, and hath followed me fully, him will I bring into the land whereinto he went; and his seed shall possess it.

25(Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwelt in the valley.) To morrow turn you, and get you into the wilderness by the way of the Red sea.

26 And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

27 How long shall I bear with this evil congregation, which murmur against me? I have heard the murmurings of the children of Israel, which they murmur against me.

28 Say unto them, As truly as I live, saith the Lord, as ye have spoken in mine ears, so will I do to you:

29 Your carcases shall fall in this wilderness; and all that were numbered of you, according to your whole number, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmured against me,

30 Doubtless ye shall not come into the land, concerning which I sware to make you dwell therein, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun.

31 But your little ones, which ye said should be a prey, them will I bring in, and they shall know the land which ye have despised.

32 But as for you, your carcases, they shall fall in this wilderness.

33 And your children shall wander in the wilderness forty years, and bear your whoredoms, until your carcases be wasted in the wilderness.

34 After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.

35 I the Lord have said, I will surely do it unto all this evil congregation, that are gathered together against me: in this wilderness they shall be consumed, and there they shall die.

36 And the men, which Moses sent to search the land, who returned, and made all the congregation to murmur against him, by bringing up a slander upon the land,

37 Even those men that did bring up the evil report upon the land, died by the plague before the Lord.

38 But Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, which were of the men that went to search the land, lived still.

39 And Moses told these sayings unto all the children of Israel: and the people mourned greatly.

40 And they rose up early in the morning, and gat them up into the top of the mountain, saying, Lo, we be here, and will go up unto the place which the Lord hath promised: for we have sinned.

41 And Moses said, Wherefore now do ye transgress the commandment of the Lord? but it shall not prosper.

42 Go not up, for the Lord is not among you; that ye be not smitten before your enemies.

43 For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and ye shall fall by the sword: because ye are turned away from the Lord, therefore the Lord will not be with you.

44 But they presumed to go up unto the hill top: nevertheless the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and Moses, departed not out of the camp.

45 Then the Amalekites came down, and the Canaanites which dwelt in that hill, and smote them, and discomfited them, even unto Hormah.

Outline 14:
(Israel refuses to enter the land; resulting judgment.)

I.
Israel refuses to enter Canaan.  (1-5) 


A.
So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that 


night.  (They were not mourning for their sin in true repentance, as demonstrated 


by their continued rebellion in verses 39-44.)

B.
And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole 

congregation said to them:



1.
If only we had died in the land of Egypt or if only we had died in this 



wilderness!   (They would get their desire.  That entire generation would 



die in the wilderness.  The power of death and life is in your own mouth:  



Proverbs 18:21.)   


2.
Why has the Lord brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our 



wives and children should become victims? 


3.
Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?

C.
So they said to one another: "Let us select a leader and return to Egypt." 


(See also Nehemiah 9:17.)


D.
Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of the 



congregation of the children of Israel. 
II.
An appeal by Joshua and Caleb.  (6-10a)


A.
But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among 


those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes (a sign of extreme grief).


B.
And they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying:


1.
The land we passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. 


2.
If the Lord delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give it to 


us, a land which flows with milk and honey.


3.
Only do not rebel against the Lord, nor fear the people of the land, for they 


are our bread.  (Meaning "we can devour them as we would bread".)


4.
Their protection has departed from them, and the Lord is with us. 


5.
Do not fear them. 


C.
And all the congregation said to stone them with stones.  (Those who walk in fear 


and with carnal, fleshly attitudes resent those who walk by faith.)
(Doubt led to disbelief, which led to discouragement, which led to disobedience.   Beware of this pattern in your own life!   Disbelief is expressed in 13:32:  "The enemy will devour us."  Belief is expressed in 14:9:  "We will devour the enemy--they will be like bread to us!"--meaning they would actually be strengthened by the confrontation as when one eats bread.)
III.
God's response.  (10b-12) 


Now the glory of the Lord appeared in the Tabernacle of meeting before all the children 
of Israel.  Then the Lord said to Moses: 

A.
How long will these people reject Me? 

B.
How long will they not believe Me, with all the signs which I have performed 


among them? 

C.
I will strike them with the pestilence and disinherit them.


D.
I will make of you a nation greater and mightier than they. 

(Note that it was God that the people were rejecting,  not the spies.)
IV.
Moses intercedes for the people.  (13-19)


And Moses said to the Lord:

A.
Then the Egyptians will hear it, for by Your might You brought these people up 


from among them,  and they will tell it to the inhabitants of this land. 

B.
They have heard that You, Lord, are among these people; that You, Lord, are seen 

face-to-face and Your cloud stands above them, and You go before them in a 


pillar  of cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night. 

C.
Now if You kill these people as one man, then the nations which have heard of 


Your fame will say: "Because the Lord was not able to bring this people 



to the land which He swore to give them, therefore He killed them in the 



wilderness." 

D.
And now, I pray, let the power of my Lord be great, just as You have spoken, 


saying:



1.
The Lord is longsuffering and abundant in mercy, forgiving iniquity and 



transgression.



2.
But He by no means clears the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on 


the children to the third and fourth generation.


(According to Deuteronomy 24:16, every person is responsible for their own sin, 


but your sin also affects future generations.  Here, the future generation had to 


wander in the wilderness with their parents for 40 years.) 


E.
Pardon the iniquity of this people, I pray, according to the greatness of Your 


mercy, just as You have forgiven this people, from Egypt even until now. 
V.
The Lord's response. (20-25)

Then the Lord said: 

A.
I have pardoned, according to your word.  (They were forgiven, but there were 


consequences. They would not enter the land.  Sin always has consequences.)


B.
But truly, as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.


C.
Because all these men who have seen My glory and the signs which I did in Egypt 

and in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test now these ten times, and have 


not heeded My voice,  they certainly shall not see the land of which I swore to 



their fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it.   (They returned to 


wander in the wilderness for 40 years.  We are not given many details regarding 


these years, other than the fact that all of that generation perished.  The ten 


times spoken of here include these accounts: Murmuring at the Red Sea: Exodus 


14; complaining because they had no water at Marah: Exodus 15; complaining 


that they had no food in the Wilderness of Sin: Exodus 16; not obeying the 


instructions regarding the manna--two times: Exodus 16:20 and 27; complaining 


that there was no water at Rephidim:
Exodus 17; worshipping the golden calf at 


Horeb: Exodus 32; grumbling about their hardships at Taberah: Numbers 11; 


complaining about the manna at Kibroth: Numbers 11; rebellion at Kadesh: 


Numbers 14.)

D.
But My servant Caleb, because he has a different spirit in him and has followed 


Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and his descendants shall 


inherit it.  (To follow God fully means to follow Him without reservation, with no 


holding back.)

E.
Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwell in the valley:  Tomorrow turn and 


move out into the wilderness by the Way of the Red Sea. 

VI.
Death sentence on the rebels/Joshua and Caleb excluded.  (26-38) 


And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying:


A.
How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who complain against Me? 

B.
I have heard the complaints which the children of Israel make against Me. 


(All murmuring is actually against God who ordains our circumstances.)


C.
As I live, just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you: 


1.
The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall fall in this 



wilderness, all of you who were numbered, according to your entire 



number, from twenty years old and above. 


2.
Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun, you 



shall by no means enter the land which I swore I would make you dwell in. 


3.
But your little ones, whom you said would be victims, I will bring in, and 



they shall know the land which you have despised. 


4.
But as for you, your carcasses shall fall in this wilderness. 


5.
And your sons shall be shepherds in the wilderness forty years, and bear 



the brunt of your infidelity, until your carcasses are consumed in the 



wilderness.  (Children are not judged for their parents' sins, but affected 



by them.  Here, the younger generation had to wander for 40 years 



because of the sin of the previous generation. 


6.
According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, forty 


days, for each day you shall bear your guilt one year, namely forty years, 



and you shall know My rejection.   (They spent one year in the wilderness 



for each of the days the spies were in the land.)

D.
I the Lord have spoken this. I will surely do so to all this evil congregation who 


are gathered together against Me. In this wilderness they shall be consumed, and 


there they shall die.  (With an estimated population of 1.2 million people,  




there would be an average of 82 deaths per day during the wilderness 



trek.  A 150 to 200 mile journey took 40 years because of their unbelief.) 


E.
Now the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land, who returned and made all 


the congregation complain against him by bringing a bad report of the land,  those 

very men who brought the evil report about the land died by the plague before the 

Lord. 

F.
But of the men who went to spy out the land, only Joshua the son of Nun and 


Caleb the son of Jephunneh remained alive. 

VII.
A failed invasion attempt.  (39-44) 


(Presumptuous sin. See also Deuteronomy 1:41-45 and Habakkuk 2:4.)


A.
Then Moses told these words to all the children of Israel, and the people mourned 


greatly.  (Not in repentance, as illustrated by their continued disobedience.)

B.
And they rose early in the morning and went up to the top of the mountain, saying: 

"Here we are, and we will go up to the place which the Lord has promised, for we 


have sinned!"  (Acknowledging sin and forsaking it are two different things.  The 


people
continued in presumptuous sin by planning to enter the land when God 


had prohibited it.)

C.
And Moses said:



1.
Now why do you transgress the command of the Lord?


2.
For this will not succeed. 


3.
Do not go up, lest you be defeated by your enemies, for the Lord is not 



among you. 


4.
For the Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you, and you shall 



fall by the sword.



5.
Because you have turned away from the Lord, the Lord will not be with 



you. 


D.
But they presumed to go up to the mountaintop. 

E.
Nevertheless, neither the ark of the covenant of the Lord nor Moses departed from 

the camp. 

F.
Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who dwelt in that mountain came down 


and attacked them, and drove them back as far as Hormah. 

(When you lose a God-given opportunity by sin,  you cannot regain it by self-effort.  
When God has told you what to do, then delay is disobedience. Advance when God says 
to do so, and remain where you are when He tells you to wait. The good news is that  sin, 
while perhaps delaying God's purpose, will not abort it.  A new generation of Israelis 
would eventually enter the Promised Land) 

Study questions on chapter 14:
1.
What are the people of Israel doing as this chapter opens and why are they responding this way? (verse 1 and previous chapter).

2.
List the specific complaints raised by the people in verses 2-3.
3.
What plan did the people come up with as recorded in verse 4?
4.
What did Moses and Aaron do in response to the problem?  (5)

5.
What did Joshua and Caleb do in response to the problem?  (6)

6.
Using outline note V C, what had people done repeatedly during their journey?  What can 


believers learn from their experiences?

7.
Summarize the appeal made by Joshua and Caleb.  (6-9)
8.
What was the response of the congregation to the appeal made by Joshua and Caleb?  
(10)

9.
Using the outline note following point II C, explain how doubt leads to rebellion.

10.
Using verses 10-12, answer the following questions:


-What appeared in the Tabernacle before all the people?



-What questions did God ask?



-What threat did God make?



-What did God suggest He would do for Moses?

11.
Using verses 13-19, answer the following questions regarding Moses' intercession.



-What did Moses say regarding what the Egyptians had heard?



-What did Moses think the Egyptians and other nations would think if God did not 

  bring the people into their Promised Land?



-What did Moses request of the Lord?

 

-What attributes of God does Moses mention in his prayer?
12.
Using verses 20-25, answer the following questions regarding the Lord's response to 
Moses' prayer.



-What did God do in regards to the sins of the people?



-What prophetic word is given regarding the earth?



-What judgment is pronounced upon the people?



-What do you learn about the consequences of sin?

 

-What promise is given to Caleb?


-What does it mean to "fully follow God"?



-What command is given in verse 25?

13.
The Lord spoke again to Moses and Aaron in verses 26-35.  Using this passage, answer 
the following questions:



-What  question did the Lord ask?



-What had God heard from the children of Israel?



-What judgment is pronounced on the older generation?   


-What two men are excluded from this judgment?



-What would happen to the younger generation?  



-What would happen to their children?



-For how many years would they wander in the wilderness?  What is symbolic 


  about this number?



-What does the Lord confirm again in verse 35?

14.
What happened to the men who Moses sent to search out the land?  Who was excluded 
from this judgment?  (36-38)

15.
What was the response of the congregation when Moses delivered this message from God 
to them?  (39)

16.
Using verses 40-45, summarize the next rebellious actions taken by the people and the 
results.

17.
What great spiritual truth is revealed in this chapter regarding God-given opportunities?  
(final outline note)

18.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 15

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land of your habitations, which I give unto you,

3 And will make an offering by fire unto the Lord, a burnt offering, or a sacrifice in performing a vow, or in a freewill offering, or in your solemn feasts, to make a sweet savour unto the Lord, of the herd, or of the flock:

4 Then shall he that offereth his offering unto the Lord bring a meat offering of a tenth deal of flour mingled with the fourth part of an hin of oil.

5 And the fourth part of an hin of wine for a drink offering shalt thou prepare with the burnt offering or sacrifice, for one lamb.

6 Or for a ram, thou shalt prepare for a meat offering two tenth deals of flour mingled with the third part of an hin of oil.

7 And for a drink offering thou shalt offer the third part of an hin of wine, for a sweet savour unto the Lord.

8 And when thou preparest a bullock for a burnt offering, or for a sacrifice in performing a vow, or peace offerings unto the Lord:

9 Then shall he bring with a bullock a meat offering of three tenth deals of flour mingled with half an hin of oil.

10 And thou shalt bring for a drink offering half an hin of wine, for an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord.

11 Thus shall it be done for one bullock, or for one ram, or for a lamb, or a kid.

12 According to the number that ye shall prepare, so shall ye do to every one according to their number.

13 All that are born of the country shall do these things after this manner, in offering an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord.

14 And if a stranger sojourn with you, or whosoever be among you in your generations, and will offer an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord; as ye do, so he shall do.

15 One ordinance shall be both for you of the congregation, and also for the stranger that sojourneth with you, an ordinance for ever in your generations: as ye are, so shall the stranger be before the Lord.

16 One law and one manner shall be for you, and for the stranger that sojourneth with you.

17 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

18 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land whither I bring you,

19 Then it shall be, that, when ye eat of the bread of the land, ye shall offer up an heave offering unto the Lord.

20 Ye shall offer up a cake of the first of your dough for an heave offering: as ye do the heave offering of the threshingfloor, so shall ye heave it.

21 Of the first of your dough ye shall give unto the Lord an heave offering in your generations.

22 And if ye have erred, and not observed all these commandments, which the Lord hath spoken unto Moses,

23 Even all that the Lord hath commanded you by the hand of Moses, from the day that the Lord commanded Moses, and henceforward among your generations;

24 Then it shall be, if ought be committed by ignorance without the knowledge of the congregation, that all the congregation shall offer one young bullock for a burnt offering, for a sweet savour unto the Lord, with his meat offering, and his drink offering, according to the manner, and one kid of the goats for a sin offering.

25 And the priest shall make an atonement for all the congregation of the children of Israel, and it shall be forgiven them; for it is ignorance: and they shall bring their offering, a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord, and their sin offering before the Lord, for their ignorance:

26 And it shall be forgiven all the congregation of the children of Israel, and the stranger that sojourneth among them; seeing all the people were in ignorance.

27 And if any soul sin through ignorance, then he shall bring a she goat of the first year for a sin offering.

28 And the priest shall make an atonement for the soul that sinneth ignorantly, when he sinneth by ignorance before the Lord, to make an atonement for him; and it shall be forgiven him.

29 Ye shall have one law for him that sinneth through ignorance, both for him that is born among the children of Israel, and for the stranger that sojourneth among them.

30 But the soul that doeth ought presumptuously, whether he be born in the land, or a stranger, the same reproacheth the Lord; and that soul shall be cut off from among his people.

31 Because he hath despised the word of the Lord, and hath broken his commandment, that soul shall utterly be cut off; his iniquity shall be upon him.

32 And while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man that gathered sticks upon the sabbath day.

33 And they that found him gathering sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, and unto all the congregation.

34 And they put him in ward, because it was not declared what should be done to him.

35 And the Lord said unto Moses, The man shall be surely put to death: all the congregation shall stone him with stones without the camp.

36 And all the congregation brought him without the camp, and stoned him with stones, and he died; as the Lord commanded Moses.

37 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

38 Speak unto the children of Israel, and bid them that they make them fringes in the borders of their garments throughout their generations, and that they put upon the fringe of the borders a ribband of blue:

39 And it shall be unto you for a fringe, that ye may look upon it, and remember all the commandments of the Lord, and do them; and that ye seek not after your own heart and your own eyes, after which ye use to go a whoring:

40 That ye may remember, and do all my commandments, and be holy unto your God.

41 I am the Lord your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I am the Lord your God.

Outline 15:

(Ceremonial instructions; dealing with sin.)

I.
Grain and drink offerings.  (1-21) 

(Grain was placed on the burning sacrifice as gratitude for atonement.  Wine signified 
pouring out the best you had--your life--to God.)


And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them: 
A.
When you have come into the land you are to inhabit, which I am giving to you,  


and you make an offering by fire to the Lord, a burnt offering or a sacrifice, to 


fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering or in your appointed feasts, to make a sweet 


aroma to the Lord, from the herd or the flock,  then he who presents his offering to 

the Lord shall bring:



1.
For a sacrifice of a lamb as a burnt offering:




a.
A grain offering of one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with 




one-fourth of a hin of oil.




b
A drink offering of one-fourth of a hin of wine as a drink offering.



c.
You shall prepare this with the burnt offering or the sacrifice, for 




each lamb. 


2.
For a sacrifice of a ram as a burnt offering:




a.
A grain offering of two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with 



one-third of a hin of oil.




b.
A  drink offering of one-third of a hin of wine as a sweet aroma to 




the Lord. 


3.
For a sacrifice of a young bull as a burnt offering,  as a sacrifice to fulfill a 



vow, or as a peace offering to the Lord.  Then you shall offer with the 



young bull:




a.
A grain offering of three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed 




with half a hin of oil.




b.
A drink offering of half a hin of wine--an offering made by fire, a 




sweet aroma to the Lord. 


B.
Thus it shall be done for each young bull, for each ram, or for each lamb or young 


goat.  According to the number that you prepare, so you shall do with everyone 


according to their number. 


1.
All who are native-born shall do these things in this manner, in presenting 



an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the Lord. 


2.
And if a stranger dwells with you, or whoever is among you throughout 



your generations, and would present an offering made by fire, a sweet 



aroma to the Lord, just as you do, so shall he do. 


3.
One ordinance shall be for you of the assembly and for the stranger who 



dwells with you, an ordinance forever throughout your generations; as you 



are, so shall the stranger be before the Lord.


4.
One law and one custom shall be for you and for the stranger who dwells 



with you.



(One ordinance, sacrifice, and law availed for Israel and for non-Israelis.  


Likewise, Jesus died for both Jews and Gentiles. His sacrifice avails for 



all. Everyone comes to God the same way--through Jesus Christ.) 


C.
Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the children of Israel, and say to 


them:


1.
When you come into the land to which I bring you, then it will be, when 



you eat of the bread of the land, that you shall offer up a heave offering to 



the Lord. 


2.
You shall offer up a cake of the first of your ground meal as a heave 



offering; as a heave offering of the threshing floor, so shall you offer it up. 


3.
Of the first of your ground meal you shall give to the Lord a heave offering 


throughout your generations. 

II.
Offerings for unintentional sins.  (22-29) 


A.
If you sin unintentionally, and do not observe all these commandments which the 


Lord has spoken to Moses--all that the Lord has commanded you by the hand of 


Moses, from the day the Lord gave commandment and onward throughout your 


generations--if it is unintentionally committed, without the knowledge of the 


congregation then:



1.
The whole congregation shall offer one young bull as a burnt offering, as a 


sweet aroma to the Lord, with its grain offering and its drink offering, 



according to the ordinance, and one kid of the goats as a sin offering. 


2.
The priest shall make atonement for the whole congregation of the 




children of Israel, and it shall be forgiven them, for it was unintentional.



3.
They shall bring their offering, an offering made by fire to the Lord, and 



their sin offering before the Lord, for their unintended sin. 


4.
The whole congregation of the children of Israel and the stranger who 



dwells among them will be forgiven, because all the people did it 




unintentionally. 


B.
And if a person sins unintentionally, then he shall bring a female goat in its first 


year as a sin offering. 
So the priest shall make atonement for the person who sins 


unintentionally, when he sins unintentionally before the Lord, to make atonement 


for him; and it shall be forgiven him. 

C.
You shall have one law for him who sins unintentionally, for him who is native-


born among the children of Israel and for the stranger who dwells among them. 

III.
Offerings for presumptuous (deliberately defiant) sins.  (30-36) 


A.
The person who does anything presumptuously (defiantly and openly flouting 


God's Word), whether he is native-born or a stranger, that one brings reproach on 


the Lord, and he shall be cut off from among his people.


1.
Because he has despised the word of the Lord, and has broken His 




commandment, that person shall be completely cut off.



2.
His guilt shall be upon him. 


B.
An example of defiant sin: A Sabbath violation. 



1.
Now while the children of Israel were in the wilderness, they found a man 



gathering sticks on the Sabbath day.


2.
And those who found him gathering sticks brought him to Moses and 



Aaron, and to all the congregation.  


3.
They put him under guard, because it had not been explained what should 



be done to him. 


4.
Then the Lord said to Moses: "The man must surely be put to death; all the 


congregation shall stone him with stones outside the camp." 


5.
So, as the Lord commanded Moses, all the congregation brought him 



outside the camp and stoned him with stones, and he died. 


(This was judged harshly because the Israeli Sabbath was the symbol of a 



covenant relationship with God which set them apart from all other people.)

IV.
Tassels on garments.  (37-41) 


Again the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the children of Israel: 

A.
Tell them to make tassels on the corners of their garments throughout their 


generations, and to put a blue thread in the tassels of the corners. 

B.
And you shall have the tassel, that you may look upon it and remember all the 


commandments of the Lord and do them:



1.
That you may not follow the harlotry to which your own heart and your 



own eyes are inclined.



2.
That you may remember and do all My commandments and be holy for 



your God. 

C.
I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your 


God: I am the Lord your God. 



(The tassels would constantly remind them of their relationship with the Lord.)
Study questions on chapter 15:
1.
What do verses 1-21 concern?
2.
What category of sin is addressed in verses 22-29?

3.
What category of sin is addressed in verses 30-31?

4.
What is meant by presumptuous, defiant sins? (30-31)

5.
What violation is dealt with in verses 32-36.  What was the penalty?  What type of sin did 
this violation illustrate?
6.
What were the people instructed to do in verses 37-40 and why were they told to do it?

7.
What declaration is made by God in verse 41 that confirms why Israel must abide by 
these regulations?

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 16

1 Now Korah, the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, and On, the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men:

2 And they rose up before Moses, with certain of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty princes of the assembly, famous in the congregation, men of renown:

3 And they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron, and said unto them, Ye take too much upon you, seeing all the congregation are holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among them: wherefore then lift ye up yourselves above the congregation of the Lord?

4 And when Moses heard it, he fell upon his face:

5 And he spake unto Korah and unto all his company, saying, Even to morrow the Lord will shew who are his, and who is holy; and will cause him to come near unto him: even him whom he hath chosen will he cause to come near unto him.

6 This do; Take you censers, Korah, and all his company;

7 And put fire therein, and put incense in them before the Lord to morrow: and it shall be that the man whom the Lord doth choose, he shall be holy: ye take too much upon you, ye sons of Levi.

8 And Moses said unto Korah, Hear, I pray you, ye sons of Levi:

9 Seemeth it but a small thing unto you, that the God of Israel hath separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to himself to do the service of the tabernacle of the Lord, and to stand before the congregation to minister unto them?

10 And he hath brought thee near to him, and all thy brethren the sons of Levi with thee: and seek ye the priesthood also?

11 For which cause both thou and all thy company are gathered together against the Lord: and what is Aaron, that ye murmur against him?

12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab: which said, We will not come up:

13 Is it a small thing that thou hast brought us up out of a land that floweth with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, except thou make thyself altogether a prince over us?

14 Moreover thou hast not brought us into a land that floweth with milk and honey, or given us inheritance of fields and vineyards: wilt thou put out the eyes of these men? we will not come up.

15 And Moses was very wroth, and said unto the Lord, Respect not thou their offering: I have not taken one ass from them, neither have I hurt one of them.

16 And Moses said unto Korah, Be thou and all thy company before the Lord, thou, and they, and Aaron, to morrow:

17 And take every man his censer, and put incense in them, and bring ye before the Lord every man his censer, two hundred and fifty censers; thou also, and Aaron, each of you his censer.

18 And they took every man his censer, and put fire in them, and laid incense thereon, and stood in the door of the tabernacle of the congregation with Moses and Aaron.

19 And Korah gathered all the congregation against them unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the glory of the Lord appeared unto all the congregation.

20 And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

21 Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.

22 And they fell upon their faces, and said, O God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt thou be wroth with all the congregation?

23 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

24 Speak unto the congregation, saying, Get you up from about the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.

25 And Moses rose up and went unto Dathan and Abiram; and the elders of Israel followed him.

26 And he spake unto the congregation, saying, Depart, I pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest ye be consumed in all their sins.

27 So they gat up from the tabernacle of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on every side: and Dathan and Abiram came out, and stood in the door of their tents, and their wives, and their sons, and their little children.

28 And Moses said, Hereby ye shall know that the Lord hath sent me to do all these works; for I have not done them of mine own mind.

29 If these men die the common death of all men, or if they be visited after the visitation of all men; then the Lord hath not sent me.

30 But if the Lord make a new thing, and the earth open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that appertain unto them, and they go down quick into the pit; then ye shall understand that these men have provoked the Lord.

31 And it came to pass, as he had made an end of speaking all these words, that the ground clave asunder that was under them:

32 And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up, and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto Korah, and all their goods.

33 They, and all that appertained to them, went down alive into the pit, and the earth closed upon them: and they perished from among the congregation.

34 And all Israel that were round about them fled at the cry of them: for they said, Lest the earth swallow us up also.

35 And there came out a fire from the Lord, and consumed the two hundred and fifty men that offered incense.

36 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

37 Speak unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, that he take up the censers out of the burning, and scatter thou the fire yonder; for they are hallowed.

38 The censers of these sinners against their own souls, let them make them broad plates for a covering of the altar: for they offered them before the Lord, therefore they are hallowed: and they shall be a sign unto the children of Israel.

39 And Eleazar the priest took the brasen censers, wherewith they that were burnt had offered; and they were made broad plates for a covering of the altar:

40 To be a memorial unto the children of Israel, that no stranger, which is not of the seed of Aaron, come near to offer incense before the Lord; that he be not as Korah, and as his company: as the Lord said to him by the hand of Moses.

41 But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron, saying, Ye have killed the people of the Lord.

42 And it came to pass, when the congregation was gathered against Moses and against Aaron, that they looked toward the tabernacle of the congregation: and, behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the Lord appeared.

43 And Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of the congregation.

44 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

45 Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment. And they fell upon their faces.

46 And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly unto the congregation, and make an atonement for them: for there is wrath gone out from the Lord; the plague is begun.

47 And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the congregation; and, behold, the plague was begun among the people: and he put on incense, and made an atonement for the people.

48 And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed.

49 Now they that died in the plague were fourteen thousand and seven hundred, beside them that died about the matter of Korah.

50 And Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the plague was stayed.

Outline 16:
(Challenging authority:  The sin of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.)
I.
Rebellion against Moses and Aaron.  (1-3) 


A.
Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi; with Dathan and 


Abiram the sons of Eliab; and On the son of Peleth--sons of Reuben, took men:



1.
They rose up before Moses with some of the children of Israel, two 



hundred and fifty leaders of the congregation.  (They influenced others to 



join them in their rebellious acts.)


2.
They were representatives of the congregation, men of renown.  (They 



were known and respected.) 

B.
They gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them:



1.
You take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every 


one of them, and the Lord is among them. 


2.
Why then do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of the Lord? 


(These men rebelled against the government God had set in place in the church--


as do some believers today. They thought they knew better and could govern 


better. They most likely were angry about Moses and Aaron not taking them  


into the Promised Land.)  
II.
A date for judgment.  (4-7)


So when Moses heard it, he fell on his face and he spoke to Korah and all his company, 
saying:


A.
Tomorrow morning the Lord will show who is holy and who is His and that one 


whom He chooses He will cause to come near to Him. 



B.
Do this: 


1.
Take censers, Korah and all your company.



2.
Put fire in them and put incense in them before the Lord tomorrow.



3.
And it shall be that the man whom the Lord chooses is the holy one. 

C.
You take too much upon yourselves, you sons of Levi! 


(These men had accused Moses and Aaron of "taking too much upon themselves". 


 Now, God makes the same accusation against them.)

III.
A message to Korah.  (8-11)


Then Moses said to Korah:  Hear now, you sons of Levi: 

A.
Is it a small thing to you that the God of Israel has separated you from the 



congregation of Israel?



1.
To bring you near to Himself.



2.
To do the work of the 
Tabernacle of the Lord.



3.
To stand before the congregation to serve them.



4.
That He has brought you near to Himself, you and all your brethren, the 



sons of Levi, with you. 

B.
Are you seeking the priesthood also?  (They were seeking personal power, not to 


serve the people.)

C.
Therefore you and all your company are gathered together against the Lord. 

D.
And what is Aaron that you complain against him?   (Aaron did not chose this 


position.  He was placed there by God.) 
IV.
A call for Dathan and Abiram.  (12-14)


And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, but they said:


A.
We will not come up! 

B.
Is it a small thing that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and 


honey, to kill us in the wilderness, and that you should keep acting like a prince 


over us?  (They still didn't get it--that their own sin was the reason they remained 


in the wilderness.  Here they even disrespected the description of Canaan, as it 


was described by God as the land flowing with milk and honey--not Egypt.)

C.
Moreover you have not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor 


given us inheritance of fields and vineyards.  (This was their own fault for not 


entering in at the command of the Lord.)

D.
Will you put out the eyes of these men?   (They feared they would die in the 


wilderness and the vultures would pluck out their eyes.)

E.
We will not come up! 

V. 
Then Moses was very angry, and said to the Lord:  (15)


A.
Do not respect their offering. 

B.
I have not taken one donkey from them, nor have I hurt one of them. 


(Moses had not been enriched financially in any way as the leader of Israel.)
VI.
Preparing for judgment day.  (16-24)


A.
And Moses said to Korah:



1.
Tomorrow, you and all your company be present before the Lord--you and 



they, as well as Aaron. 


2.
Let each take his censer and put incense in it, and each of you bring his 



censer before the Lord, two hundred and fifty censers; both you and 



Aaron, each with his censer. 

B.
So every man took his censer, put fire in it, laid incense on it, and stood at the 


door of the Tabernacle of meeting with Moses and Aaron. 

C.
And Korah gathered all the congregation against them at the door of the 



Tabernacle of meeting. 

D.
Then the glory of the Lord appeared to all the congregation.  And the Lord spoke 


to Moses and Aaron, saying: "Separate yourselves from among this congregation, 


that I may consume them in a moment."   (Korah tried to divide the people.  Now 


God divides the people from him.  You reap what you sow:  Galatians 6:7.)

E.
Then they fell on their faces, and said, "Oh God, the God of the spirits of all flesh, 

shall one man sin, and You be angry with all the congregation?" 


F.
So the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: "Speak to the congregation, saying, 'Get 


away from the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.'" 


(As believers, we too must separate ourselves from the wicked. If you choose 


wicked people as your best friends, sometimes you will experience the judgment 


that falls on them.  Had it not been for Abraham, Lot would have experienced the 


judgment on Sodom because he was living in the midst of the wicked.) 

VII.
Judgment day.  (25-35)


A.
Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and the elders of Israel 



followed him. And he spoke to the congregation, saying:



1.
Depart now from the tents of these wicked men! 


2.
Touch nothing of theirs, lest you be consumed in all their sins.


3.
 So they got away from around the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram. 

B.
And Dathan and Abiram came out and stood at the door of their tents, with their 


wives, their sons, and their little children. 


C.
And Moses said:


1.
By this you shall know that the Lord has sent me to do all these works, for 



I have not done them of my own will.


2.
If these men die naturally like all men, or if they are visited by the 




common fate of all men, then the Lord has not sent me. 


3.
But if the Lord creates a new thing, and the earth opens its mouth and 



swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down alive 



into the pit, then you will understand that these men have rejected the 



Lord. 


D.
Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words, that the ground split 


apart under them,  and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with 


their households and all the men with Korah, with all their goods. 


1.
They and all those with them went down alive into the pit.



2.
The earth closed over them and they perished from among the assembly. 



(According to Numbers 26:11, Korah's adult children, who apparently did 


not participate in the rebellion, were spared.)


E.
Then all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, "Lest the 


earth swallow us up also!" 


F.
And a fire came out from the Lord and consumed the two hundred and fifty men 


who were offering incense (which they were not authorized to do). 

VIII.
A memorial of judgment.  (36-40)

A.
Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 


1.
Tell Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, to pick up the censers out of the 



blaze, for they are holy, and scatter the fire some distance away.


2.
The censers of these men who sinned against their own souls, let them be 



made into hammered plates as a covering for the altar. 


3.
Because they presented them before the Lord, therefore they are holy and 



they shall be a sign to the children of Israel. 


(God "recycled" these censors, once used for evil, to be used for good. God has a 


reputation of taking what was intended for evil and using it for good:  Genesis 


50:20.)


B.
So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, which those who were burned up 


had presented, and they were hammered out as a covering on the altar,  to be a 


memorial to the children of Israel so that no outsider, who is not a descendant of 


Aaron, should come near to offer incense before the Lord, that he might not 


become like Korah and his companions, just as the Lord had said to him through 


Moses.   (Every time the people saw the covering on the altar made from these 


censers, they would remember the results of this rebellion against God.)
IX.
Challenging God's authority.  (41-50) 


A.
On the next day all the congregation of the children of Israel complained against 


Moses and Aaron, saying, "You have killed the people of the Lord." 


(Moses and Aaron were not responsible for the judgment on Korah and his men.  


But even though it was a supernatural act of God, the people still blamed them.)


B.
Now it happened, when the congregation had gathered against Moses and Aaron, 


that they turned toward the Tabernacle of meeting; and suddenly the cloud 



covered it, and the glory of the Lord appeared. 

C.
Then Moses and Aaron came before the Tabernacle of meeting. And the Lord 


spoke to Moses, saying: "Get away from among this congregation, that I may 


consume them in a moment." And they fell on their faces. 


D.
So Moses said to Aaron: "Take a censer and put fire in it from the altar, put 


incense on it, and take it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for 


them; for wrath has gone out from the Lord. The plague has begun." 

E.
Then Aaron took it as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the assembly, 


and already the plague had begun among the people. 


1.
So he put in the incense and made atonement for the people. 


2.
And he stood between the dead and the living.



3.
And so the plague was stopped.


(Our purpose as believers and ministers of reconciliation is to stand between the 


dead and the living, pointing them to the only way of salvation--Jesus Christ.)


F.
Now those who died in the plague were 14,700, besides those who died in the 


Korah incident. 

G.
So Aaron returned to Moses at the door of the Tabernacle of meeting, for the 


plague had stopped. 

Study questions on chapter 16:
1.
What three men are mentioned by name in verse 1?

2.
Who else did these men gather together?  (1-2)

3.
What were the accusations these men brought against Moses and Aaron?  (3)

4.
What did Moses do when he heard these accusations?  (4)

5.
How did Moses respond to these rebellious men?  (5-7)

6.
What did Moses say to Korah?   What questions did Moses ask him? (8-11)

7.
Who had placed Aaron in his position of leadership?  (see outline note III D)

8.
Who did Moses call to come up and what was their response?  (12)

9.
What accusations were brought against Moses in verses 13-14?

10.
What was Moses' response to these accusations? (15)

11.
What instructions were given by Moses and carried out by these men?  (16-18)

12.
What happened when Korah and the congregation gathered at the door of the Tabernacle?  (19)

13.
What did the Lord command Moses and Aaron to do?  (20-21)

14.
What was the response of Moses and Aaron to this command?  (22)

15.
What instructions were given by the Lord in verses 23-24?

16.
What did Moses do and say in response to these instructions from the Lord?  (25-26)

17.
Who gathered together in the door of their tents?  (27)

18.
What declaration did Moses make in verses 28-29? What supernatural event would vindicate the God-given leadership of Israel?

19.
Describe the judgment that occurred in verses 31-33.

20.
What was the response of the people who witnessed this?  (34)

21.
How many were judged by the Lord and what happened to them?  (35)

22.
Using verses 36-40, answer the following questions.



-What did the Lord tell Moses to do?



-Who was to accomplish this task?



-What was to be done with the censers?



-Why was this to be done?



-What were the censors to remind Israel of?   (see also outline point VIII A and B)

23.
What accusation was brought by the people against Moses and Aaron the next day?  (41)

24.
What miraculous event occurred in response to the accusations of the people?  (42)

25.
Where did Moses and Aaron go, who spoke to them, and what was the message?  (43-45)

26.
What did Moses instruct Aaron to do and why?  (46)

27.
What did Aaron do and what were the results?  (47-48,50)

28.
How many people died in the plague related to this incident?  (49)

29.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  Consider the 
outline note following point IX E as you answer. 
Numbers 17

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Speak unto the children of Israel, and take of every one of them a rod according to the house of their fathers, of all their princes according to the house of their fathers twelve rods: write thou every man's name upon his rod.

3 And thou shalt write Aaron's name upon the rod of Levi: for one rod shall be for the head of the house of their fathers.

4 And thou shalt lay them up in the tabernacle of the congregation before the testimony, where I will meet with you.

5 And it shall come to pass, that the man's rod, whom I shall choose, shall blossom: and I will make to cease from me the murmurings of the children of Israel, whereby they murmur against you.

6 And Moses spake unto the children of Israel, and every one of their princes gave him a rod apiece, for each prince one, according to their fathers' houses, even twelve rods: and the rod of Aaron was among their rods.

7 And Moses laid up the rods before the Lord in the tabernacle of witness.

8 And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed blossoms, and yielded almonds.

9 And Moses brought out all the rods from before the Lord unto all the children of Israel: and they looked, and took every man his rod.

10 And the Lord said unto Moses, Bring Aaron's rod again before the testimony, to be kept for a token against the rebels; and thou shalt quite take away their murmurings from me, that they die not.

11 And Moses did so: as the Lord commanded him, so did he.

12 And the children of Israel spake unto Moses, saying, Behold, we die, we perish, we all perish.

13 Whosoever cometh any thing near unto the tabernacle of the Lord shall die: shall we be consumed with dying?

Outline 17:

(Challenging Aaron's authority:  The budding rod)

I.
Assembling the rods.  (1-5)

And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

A.
Speak to the children of Israel, and get from them a rod from each father's house, 


all their leaders according to their fathers' houses--twelve rods. 

B.
Write each man's name on his rod. 

C.
And you shall write Aaron's name on the rod of Levi. 

D.
For there shall be one rod for the head of each father's house.

E.
Then you shall place them in the Tabernacle of meeting where I meet with you.

F.
And it shall be that the rod of the man whom I choose will blossom.


G.
Thus I will rid 
Myself of the complaints of the children of Israel, which they make 

against you. 

II.
The budding of Aaron's rod.  (6-8)


A.
So Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and each of their leaders gave him a rod 


apiece.



1.
For each leader according to their fathers' houses, twelve rods.



2.
And the rod of Aaron was among their rods. 


3.
And Moses placed the rods before the Lord in the Tabernacle of witness. 


B.
Now it came to pass on the next day that Moses went into the Tabernacle of 


witness, and behold, the rod of Aaron, of the house of Levi, had sprouted and put 


forth buds, had produced blossoms and yielded ripe almonds.  (A miracle:  Life 


out of death. This confirmed Aaron's authority.)
III.
The rod of witness.  (9-11)


A.
Then Moses brought out all the rods from before the Lord to all the children of 


Israel, and they looked, and each man took his rod. 


B.
And the Lord said to Moses, "Bring Aaron's rod back to the Tabernacle to be 


kept as a sign against the rebels, that you may put their complaints away from Me, 

lest they die." 



C.
So Moses did just as the Lord had commanded him. 


D.
So the children of Israel spoke to Moses, saying:



1.
Surely we die, we perish, we all perish! 


2.
Whoever even comes near the Tabernacle of the Lord must die. 


3.
Shall we all utterly die? 

(Chapters 16 and 17 record several challenges to God-given authority.  Romans 1 indicates that all authority is established by God, and when you rebel against authorities that are over you then you are actually rebelling against God.)
Study questions on chapter 17:
1.
Explain how the opening event in this chapter relates to chapter 16. 


2.
Summarize the instructions given to Moses in verses 1-5.



-What was he to assemble?



-What was to be written on each rod?



-What name was to be written on the rod of Levi?


 
-How many rods would represent each father's house?



-Where were the rods to be placed?



-What did God say He would do once the rods were assembled?


-For what purpose was God instructing Moses to do this?

3.
Using verses 6-8, answer the following questions.   


-How many rods did Moses collect?



-Where were the rods placed?



-Whose rod was different from all others the next morning?  

4.
Using verses 9-11, answer the following questions.



-Where did Moses take all of the rods?



-What did the Lord command Moses to do with Aaron's rod?



-What was the response of the congregation when they witnessed this miracle?

5.
What do you learn in chapters 16-17 regarding challenging God-given authority?  See 
also Romans 1 and the closing outline note.
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 18

1 And the Lord said unto Aaron, Thou and thy sons and thy father's house with thee shall bear the iniquity of the sanctuary: and thou and thy sons with thee shall bear the iniquity of your priesthood.

2 And thy brethren also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of thy father, bring thou with thee, that they may be joined unto thee, and minister unto thee: but thou and thy sons with thee shall minister before the tabernacle of witness.

3 And they shall keep thy charge, and the charge of all the tabernacle: only they shall not come nigh the vessels of the sanctuary and the altar, that neither they, nor ye also, die.

4 And they shall be joined unto thee, and keep the charge of the tabernacle of the congregation, for all the service of the tabernacle: and a stranger shall not come nigh unto you.

5 And ye shall keep the charge of the sanctuary, and the charge of the altar: that there be no wrath any more upon the children of Israel.

6 And I, behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites from among the children of Israel: to you they are given as a gift for the Lord, to do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.

7 Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priest's office for every thing of the altar, and within the vail; and ye shall serve: I have given your priest's office unto you as a service of gift: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.

8 And the Lord spake unto Aaron, Behold, I also have given thee the charge of mine heave offerings of all the hallowed things of the children of Israel; unto thee have I given them by reason of the anointing, and to thy sons, by an ordinance for ever.

9 This shall be thine of the most holy things, reserved from the fire: every oblation of theirs, every meat offering of theirs, and every sin offering of theirs, and every trespass offering of theirs, which they shall render unto me, shall be most holy for thee and for thy sons.

10 In the most holy place shalt thou eat it; every male shall eat it: it shall be holy unto thee.

11 And this is thine; the heave offering of their gift, with all the wave offerings of the children of Israel: I have given them unto thee, and to thy sons and to thy daughters with thee, by a statute for ever: every one that is clean in thy house shall eat of it.

12 All the best of the oil, and all the best of the wine, and of the wheat, the firstfruits of them which they shall offer unto the Lord, them have I given thee.

13 And whatsoever is first ripe in the land, which they shall bring unto the Lord, shall be thine; every one that is clean in thine house shall eat of it.

14 Every thing devoted in Israel shall be thine.

15 Every thing that openeth the matrix in all flesh, which they bring unto the Lord, whether it be of men or beasts, shall be thine: nevertheless the firstborn of man shalt thou surely redeem, and the firstling of unclean beasts shalt thou redeem.

16 And those that are to be redeemed from a month old shalt thou redeem, according to thine estimation, for the money of five shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs.

17 But the firstling of a cow, or the firstling of a sheep, or the firstling of a goat, thou shalt not redeem; they are holy: thou shalt sprinkle their blood upon the altar, and shalt burn their fat for an offering made by fire, for a sweet savour unto the Lord.

18 And the flesh of them shall be thine, as the wave breast and as the right shoulder are thine.

19 All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children of Israel offer unto the Lord, have I given thee, and thy sons and thy daughters with thee, by a statute for ever: it is a covenant of salt for ever before the Lord unto thee and to thy seed with thee.

20 And the Lord spake unto Aaron, Thou shalt have no inheritance in their land, neither shalt thou have any part among them: I am thy part and thine inheritance among the children of Israel.

21 And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an inheritance, for their service which they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the congregation.

22 Neither must the children of Israel henceforth come nigh the tabernacle of the congregation, lest they bear sin, and die.

23 But the Levites shall do the service of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they shall bear their iniquity: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations, that among the children of Israel they have no inheritance.

24 But the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer as an heave offering unto the Lord, I have given to the Levites to inherit: therefore I have said unto them, Among the children of Israel they shall have no inheritance.

25 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

26 Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an heave offering of it for the Lord, even a tenth part of the tithe.

27 And this your heave offering shall be reckoned unto you, as though it were the corn of the threshingfloor, and as the fulness of the winepress.

28 Thus ye also shall offer an heave offering unto the Lord of all your tithes, which ye receive of the children of Israel; and ye shall give thereof the Lord's heave offering to Aaron the priest.

29 Out of all your gifts ye shall offer every heave offering of the Lord, of all the best thereof, even the hallowed part thereof out of it.

30 Therefore thou shalt say unto them, When ye have heaved the best thereof from it, then it shall be counted unto the Levites as the increase of the threshingfloor, and as the increase of the winepress.

31 And ye shall eat it in every place, ye and your households: for it is your reward for your service in the tabernacle of the congregation.

32 And ye shall bear no sin by reason of it, when ye have heaved from it the best of it: neither shall ye pollute the holy things of the children of Israel, lest ye die.

Outline 18:

(The duties, support of, and offerings for the priests and Levites) 

I.
Duties of the priests and Levites. (1-7)


A.
They were responsible for any offence against the sanctuary.



You and your sons and your father's house with you shall bear the iniquity related 


to the sanctuary.


B.
They were responsible for any offense against the priesthood, i.e., those who 


would come against it, grumbling, opposition, etc.



You and your sons with you shall bear the iniquity associated with your 



priesthood.


C.
They were responsible for supervising their assistants.



1.
Also bring with you your brethren of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your 



father, that they may be joined with you and serve you while you and your 



sons are with you before the Tabernacle of witness. 


2.
They shall attend to your needs and all the needs of the Tabernacle; but 



they shall not come near the articles of the sanctuary and the altar, lest they 


die--they and you also. 


3.
They shall be joined with you and attend to the needs of the Tabernacle of 



meeting, for all the work of the Tabernacle.



4.
But an outsider shall not come near you. 

D.
They were responsible for the sacrificial duties in the sanctuary and the altar.



And you shall attend to the duties of the sanctuary and the duties of the altar, that 


there may be no more wrath on the children of Israel. 

E.
They were responsible for respecting their position as a gift from God.



1.
Behold, I Myself have taken your brethren the Levites from among the 



children of Israel.



2.
They are a gift to you, given by the Lord, to do the work of the Tabernacle 



of meeting.   



(The priests were a gift to Israel because without them, there would 



be no mediator between them and God, no atonement for sin.  The Levites 



were a gift to the priests to assist them in their duties.)

F.
They were responsible for caring for the Tabernacle.



Therefore you and your sons with you shall attend to your priesthood for 



everything at the altar and behind the veil and you shall serve. 

G.
They were responsible for protecting the Tabernacle and their ministry from 


outsiders.



I give your priesthood to you as a gift for service, but the outsider who comes near 

shall be put to death.   (Your ministry is a gift from God for the purpose of serving 

and ministering to people--both the saved and unsaved.)
II.
Offering for the Priests.  (8-20) 


And the Lord spoke to Aaron: 

A.
Here, I Myself have also given you charge of My heave offerings, all the holy gifts 

of the children of Israel; I have given them as a portion to you and your sons, as an 

ordinance forever. 

B.
This shall be yours of the most holy things reserved from the fire: 


1.
Every offering of theirs--every grain offering, every sin offering, and 



every trespass offering which they render to Me--shall be most holy for 



you and your sons. 


2.
In a most holy place you shall eat it; every male shall eat it. 


3.
It shall be holy to you. 


C.
This also is yours: The heave offering of their gift, with all the wave offerings of 


the children of Israel.



1.
I have given them to you, and your sons and daughters with you, as an 



ordinance forever. 


2.
Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. 


D.
All the best of the oil, all the best of the new wine and the grain, their firstfruits 


which they offer to the Lord, I have given them to you. 


1.
Whatever first ripe fruit is in their land, which they bring to the Lord, shall 


be yours. 


2.
Everyone who is clean in your house may eat it. 


E.
Every devoted thing in Israel shall be yours. 



1.
Everything that first opens the womb of all flesh, which they bring to the 



Lord, whether man or beast, shall be yours; nevertheless the firstborn of 



man you shall surely redeem, and the firstborn of unclean animals you 



shall redeem. 


2.
And those redeemed of the devoted things you shall redeem when one 



month old, according to your valuation, for five shekels of silver, 




according to the shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs. 


3.
But the firstborn of a cow, the firstborn of a sheep, or the firstborn of a 



goat you shall not redeem; they are holy. You shall sprinkle their blood on 



the altar, and burn their fat as an offering made by fire for a sweet aroma 



to the Lord. 


4.
And their flesh shall be yours, just as the wave breast and the right thigh 



are yours. 


F.
All the heave offerings of the holy things, which the children of Israel offer to the 


Lord.



1.
I have given to you and your sons and daughters with you as an ordinance 



forever.



2.
It is a covenant of salt forever before the Lord with you and your 




descendants with you.  (Salt symbolized a permanent covenant because of 



its preservation properties.)

G.
Then the Lord said to Aaron: 


1.
You shall have no inheritance in their land, nor shall you have any portion 



among them.



2.
I am your portion and your inheritance among the children of Israel. 

III.
Offerings for the Levites.  (21-24) 


A.
Behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tithes in Israel as an inheritance in 

return for the work which they perform, the work of the Tabernacle of meeting.   


(Genesis 14:17-20 is the first biblical record of tithing.  Here, the tithe is 



designated to the Levites.)

B.
Hereafter the children of Israel shall not come near the Tabernacle of meeting, lest 

they bear sin and die. 

C.
But the Levites shall perform the work of the Tabernacle of meeting, and they 


shall bear their iniquity.


D.
It shall be a statute forever, throughout your generations, that among the children 


of Israel they shall have no inheritance.


1.
For the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer up as a heave 



offering to the Lord, I have given to the Levites as an inheritance.



2.
Therefore I have said to them that among the children of Israel they shall 



have no inheritance. 

IV.
Offerings to be made by the Priests and Levites.  (25-32a) 


Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak thus to the Levites, and say to them: 

A.
When you take from the children of Israel the tithes which I have given you from 


them as your inheritance, then you shall offer up a heave offering of it to the Lord, 

a tenth of the tithe. 

B.
And your heave offering shall be reckoned to you as though it were the grain of 


the threshing floor and as the fullness of the winepress. 

C.
Thus you shall also offer a heave offering to the Lord from all your tithes which 


you receive from the children of Israel, and you shall give the Lord's heave 


offering from it to Aaron the priest.

D.
Of all your gifts you shall offer up every heave offering due to the Lord, from all 


the best of them, the consecrated part of them.

E.
Therefore you shall say to them: 


1.
When you have lifted up the best of it, then the rest shall be accounted to 



the Levites as the produce of the threshing floor and as the produce of the 



winepress. 


2.
You may eat it in any place, you and your households, for it is your reward 


for your work in the Tabernacle of meeting. 


3.
And you shall bear no sin because of it, when you have lifted up the best 



of it. 

(The Priests and Levites were to tithe on what they received in offerings.  They were not 
exempt.  Leaders should set the example in giving.) 

V.
But you shall not profane the holy gifts of the children of Israel, lest you die.  (32b)

(Those who receive the gifts given by God's people for the work of the ministry are held 
responsible before God.  Be careful that the offerings are used for their intended 
purposes.)
Study questions on chapter 18:
1.
According to the opening outline note, what is the subject of this chapter.

2.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.




-Who was to bear the iniquities of the people before God and how is this symbolic 

  of Christ?


-Who was to assist Aaron and the priests?



-What were the responsibilities of these assistants?



-Who gave these assistants to the priests? 
3.
What is the subject of verses 8-20?  (outline point II)

4.
Using verses 8-20, answer the following questions.

 

-Who was in charge of the offerings and gifts of the people?



-What was given by God to the priests and for what purpose?



-What did the covenant of salt confirm?


 
-Why did the Levites receive no inheritance in the Promised Land?
5.
Using verses 25-32a, answer the following questions.



-What were the Levites to take from the people?



-What were the Levites to do with the tithe?



-What were the Levites to offer to the Lord?



-What was to be done with the remainder?

 
6.
What important truth is taught in this chapter regarding tithes and offerings that are given 
to God?  (verse 32b and closing outline note) 

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 19

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying,

2 This is the ordinance of the law which the Lord hath commanded, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, that they bring thee a red heifer without spot, wherein is no blemish, and upon which never came yoke:

3 And ye shall give her unto Eleazar the priest, that he may bring her forth without the camp, and one shall slay her before his face:

4 And Eleazar the priest shall take of her blood with his finger, and sprinkle of her blood directly before the tabernacle of the congregation seven times:

5 And one shall burn the heifer in his sight; her skin, and her flesh, and her blood, with her dung, shall he burn:

6 And the priest shall take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet, and cast it into the midst of the burning of the heifer.

7 Then the priest shall wash his clothes, and he shall bathe his flesh in water, and afterward he shall come into the camp, and the priest shall be unclean until the even.

8 And he that burneth her shall wash his clothes in water, and bathe his flesh in water, and shall be unclean until the even.

9 And a man that is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, and lay them up without the camp in a clean place, and it shall be kept for the congregation of the children of Israel for a water of separation: it is a purification for sin.

10 And he that gathereth the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and be unclean until the even: and it shall be unto the children of Israel, and unto the stranger that sojourneth among them, for a statute for ever.

11 He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven days.

12 He shall purify himself with it on the third day, and on the seventh day he shall be clean: but if he purify not himself the third day, then the seventh day he shall not be clean.

13 Whosoever toucheth the dead body of any man that is dead, and purifieth not himself, defileth the tabernacle of the Lord; and that soul shall be cut off from Israel: because the water of separation was not sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is yet upon him.

14 This is the law, when a man dieth in a tent: all that come into the tent, and all that is in the tent, shall be unclean seven days.

15 And every open vessel, which hath no covering bound upon it, is unclean.

16 And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with a sword in the open fields, or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days.

17 And for an unclean person they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for sin, and running water shall be put thereto in a vessel:

18 And a clean person shall take hyssop, and dip it in the water, and sprinkle it upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the persons that were there, and upon him that touched a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or a grave:

19 And the clean person shall sprinkle upon the unclean on the third day, and on the seventh day: and on the seventh day he shall purify himself, and wash his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and shall be clean at even.

20 But the man that shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that soul shall be cut off from among the congregation, because he hath defiled the sanctuary of the Lord: the water of separation hath not been sprinkled upon him; he is unclean.

21 And it shall be a perpetual statute unto them, that he that sprinkleth the water of separation shall wash his clothes; and he that toucheth the water of separation shall be unclean until even.

22 And whatsoever the unclean person toucheth shall be unclean; and the soul that toucheth it shall be unclean until even.

Outline 19:

(Instructions for purification: The red heifer sacrifices.  Verses 1-10 deal with how to prepare it, 11-22 with how to use it.)
I.
The red heifer sacrifice:  How to prepare it.  (Used in the process of purification.)  (1-10)


Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: This is the ordinance of the law which 
the Lord has commanded, saying: 

A.
Speak to the children of Israel, that they bring you a red heifer without blemish, in 

which there is no defect and on which a yoke has never come. 


(This symbolizes Jesus:  Red symbolizes the blood. No defect, as Jesus had no 


defect. No yoke--a yoke was a symbol of sin, so no yoke symbolized sinlessness.)



1.
You shall give it to Eleazar the priest, that he may take it outside the camp, 


and it shall be slaughtered before him.  (Jesus would be crucified outside 



of the city.) 


2.
And Eleazar the priest shall take some of its blood with his finger, and 



sprinkle some of its blood seven times directly in front of the Tabernacle 



of meeting.  (Seven indicates perfection.  Jesus was the perfect sacrifice.)


3.
Then the heifer shall be burned in his sight: Its hide, its flesh, its blood, 



and its offal shall be burned.  (Symbolizing the totality of the sacrifice.)


4.
And the priest shall take cedar wood, hyssop, and scarlet and cast them 



into the midst of the fire burning the heifer.  (These same items were used 



in the process of cleansing leprosy which is symbolic of sin:  Leviticus 14. 



The red heifer sacrifice is a type of Christ dying on the cross for our sins.)

B.
Ceremonial cleansing.



1.
Then the priest shall wash his clothes, he shall bathe in water, and 




afterward he shall come into the camp; the priest shall be unclean until 



evening. 


2.
And the one who burns it shall wash his clothes in water, bathe in water, 



and shall be unclean until evening. 

C.
Then a man who is clean shall gather up the ashes of the heifer, store them 


outside the camp in a clean place, and they shall be kept for the congregation of 


the children of Israel for the water of purification:  It is for purifying from sin. 


(There was nothing magical about the ashes.  They were symbolic of the sacrifice, 

similar to how the bread and wine of the Lord's Supper are 
symbolic of Christ's 


sacrifice.) 



1.
And the one who gathers the ashes of the heifer shall wash his clothes, and 


be unclean until evening. 


2.
It shall be a statute forever to the children of Israel and to the stranger who 


dwells among them. 
II.
The red heifer sacrifice:  How to use it.  (11-22)

A.
He who touches the dead body of anyone shall be unclean seven days. 


1.
He shall purify himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh 



day; then he will be clean. 


2.
But if he does not purify himself on the third day and on the seventh day, 



he will not be clean.


(Death came into the world because of sin, thus death represented the defilement 


of sin and corruption of the world.)


B.
Whoever touches the body of anyone who has died, and does not purify himself, 


defiles the Tabernacle of the Lord. 


1.
That person shall be cut off from Israel. 


2.
He shall be unclean, because the water of purification was not sprinkled on 


him and his uncleanness is still on him. 



3.
This is the law when a man dies in a tent: 



a.
All who come into the tent and all who are in the tent shall be 




unclean seven days.




b.
Every open vessel, which has no cover fastened on it, is unclean. 


4.
 Whoever in the open field touches one who is slain by a sword, or who 



has died, or a bone of a man, or a grave, shall be unclean seven days. 


C.
Ceremonial cleansing.


1.
And for an unclean person they shall take some of the ashes of the heifer 



burnt for purification from sin, and running water shall be put on them in a 


vessel. 


2.
A clean person shall take hyssop and dip it in the water, sprinkle it on the 



tent, on all the vessels, on the persons who were there, or on the one who 



touched a bone, the slain, the dead, or a grave. 


3.
The clean person shall sprinkle the unclean on the third day and on the 



seventh day.



4.
On the seventh day he shall purify himself, wash his
clothes, bathe in 



water,  and at evening he shall be clean. 


D.
But the man who is unclean and does not purify himself:



1.
That person shall be cut off from among the assembly, because he has 



defiled the sanctuary of the Lord. 


2.
The water of purification has not been sprinkled on him and he is unclean. 

E.
It shall be a perpetual statute for them.  (Perpetual means ongoing. The red heifer 


sacrifice would continue until culminated in the final sacrifice for sin made 


through Jesus Christ.)


1.
He who sprinkles the water of purification shall wash his clothes.



2.
He who touches the water of purification shall be unclean until evening. 


3.
Whatever the unclean person touches shall be unclean; and the person who 


touches it shall be unclean until evening. 

Study questions on chapter 19:
1.
According to the opening outline note, what is the subject of this chapter?

2.
For what was the red heifer sacrifice offered?  (outline note I)

3.
What do verses 1-10 of this chapter deal with?  (1-10 and outline point I)

4.
According to outline point I A 4, of what is the red heifer a spiritual type?

5.
Using verses 11-22 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What do verses 11-22 deal with?  



-For what was the red heifer sacrifice specifically used?  


-What would happen to anyone who was unclean and did not purify himself?


-For how long was this statue regarding the red heifer to exist?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 20

1 Then came the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, into the desert of Zin in the first month: and the people abode in Kadesh; and Miriam died there, and was buried there.

2 And there was no water for the congregation: and they gathered themselves together against Moses and against Aaron.

3 And the people chode with Moses, and spake, saying, Would God that we had died when our brethren died before the Lord!

4 And why have ye brought up the congregation of the Lord into this wilderness, that we and our cattle should die there?

5 And wherefore have ye made us to come up out of Egypt, to bring us in unto this evil place? it is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of pomegranates; neither is there any water to drink.

6 And Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, and they fell upon their faces: and the glory of the Lord appeared unto them.

7 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

8 Take the rod, and gather thou the assembly together, thou, and Aaron thy brother, and speak ye unto the rock before their eyes; and it shall give forth his water, and thou shalt bring forth to them water out of the rock: so thou shalt give the congregation and their beasts drink.

9 And Moses took the rod from before the Lord, as he commanded him.

10 And Moses and Aaron gathered the congregation together before the rock, and he said unto them, Hear now, ye rebels; must we fetch you water out of this rock?

11 And Moses lifted up his hand, and with his rod he smote the rock twice: and the water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their beasts also.

12 And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron, Because ye believed me not, to sanctify me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore ye shall not bring this congregation into the land which I have given them.

13 This is the water of Meribah; because the children of Israel strove with the Lord, and he was sanctified in them.

14 And Moses sent messengers from Kadesh unto the king of Edom, Thus saith thy brother Israel, Thou knowest all the travail that hath befallen us:

15 How our fathers went down into Egypt, and we have dwelt in Egypt a long time; and the Egyptians vexed us, and our fathers:

16 And when we cried unto the Lord, he heard our voice, and sent an angel, and hath brought us forth out of Egypt: and, behold, we are in Kadesh, a city in the uttermost of thy border:

17 Let us pass, I pray thee, through thy country: we will not pass through the fields, or through the vineyards, neither will we drink of the water of the wells: we will go by the king's high way, we will not turn to the right hand nor to the left, until we have passed thy borders.

18 And Edom said unto him, Thou shalt not pass by me, lest I come out against thee with the sword.

19 And the children of Israel said unto him, We will go by the high way: and if I and my cattle drink of thy water, then I will pay for it: I will only, without doing any thing else, go through on my feet.

20 And he said, Thou shalt not go through. And Edom came out against him with much people, and with a strong hand.

21 Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his border: wherefore Israel turned away from him.

22 And the children of Israel, even the whole congregation, journeyed from Kadesh, and came unto mount Hor.

23 And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in mount Hor, by the coast of the land of Edom, saying,

24 Aaron shall be gathered unto his people: for he shall not enter into the land which I have given unto the children of Israel, because ye rebelled against my word at the water of Meribah.

25 Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring them up unto mount Hor:

26 And strip Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son: and Aaron shall be gathered unto his people, and shall die there.

27 And Moses did as the Lord commanded: and they went up into mount Hor in the sight of all the congregation.

28 And Moses stripped Aaron of his garments, and put them upon Eleazar his son; and Aaron died there in the top of the mount: and Moses and Eleazar came down from the mount.

29 And when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, they mourned for Aaron thirty days, even all the house of Israel.

Outline 20:
(The Kadesh water crisis; the Edomites; Aaron and Miriam die.)

I.
Moses' sin at Kadesh.  (1-13)

(See also Exodus 17:1-7.)


A.
Then the children of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the Wilderness of 


Zin in the first month (after the wilderness years):



1.
And the people stayed in Kadesh.



2.
And Miriam died and was buried there. 


B.
Now there was no water for the congregation, so they gathered together against 


Moses and Aaron.  And the people contended with Moses and spoke, saying: 


1.
If only we had died when our brethren died before the Lord! 


2.
Why have you brought up the assembly of the Lord into this wilderness, 



that we and our animals should die here? 


3.
And why have you made us come up out of Egypt, to bring us to this evil 



place? 


4.
It is not a place of grain or figs or vines or pomegranates; nor is there any 



water to drink.

C.
So Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the door of the 


Tabernacle and they fell on their faces. 

D.
And the glory of the Lord appeared to them.  Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 


saying:



1.
Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron gather the congregation 




together. 


2.
Speak to the rock before their eyes, and it will yield its water.



3.
Thus you shall bring water for them out of the rock, and give drink to the 



congregation and their animals.

E.
 So Moses took the rod from before the Lord as He commanded him.  


1.
And Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock.



2.
And Moses said to them, "Hear now, you rebels! Must we bring water for 



you out of this rock?" 


3.
Then Moses lifted his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and 



water came out abundantly, and the congregation and their animals drank. 

F.
Then the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron: "Because you did not believe Me, to 


hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this 


assembly into the land which I have given them."   (No leader, no matter how 


great, is exempt from the consequences of sin.  There were three aspects to their 


sin. First,  they spoke to the people instead of speaking to the rock as God had 


commanded.  Second,  they took the credit and did not hallow God in the eyes of 


the people when they said "must we"--meaning Moses and Aaron--"bring water 


for you out of the rock."   Third, they struck the rock instead of speaking to it--the 


symbolism being that Christ, the rock, was struck only once for sin.  Hence, the 


severity of the punishment for their transgression.  Moses and Aaron may or may 


not have understood the strategic importance of God's instructions, but we must 


obey whether or not we understand.)

G.
This was the water of Meribah, because the children of Israel contended with the 


Lord, and He was hallowed among them. 

II.
Passage through Edom prohibited.  (14-21) 


A.
Now Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom saying: Thus says 


your brother Israel: 


(Edom is referred to as Israel's brother because the Edomites descended from 


Esau, a son of Isaac and a brother of Jacob whose name was changed to Israel.)


1.
You know all the hardship that has befallen us:




a.
How our fathers went 
down to Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a 




long time, and the Egyptians 
afflicted us and our fathers.  



b.
When we cried out to the Lord, He heard our voice and sent the 




Angel and brought us up out of Egypt.




c.
Now here we are in Kadesh, a city on the edge of your border.


2.
Please let us pass through your country. 


3.
We will not pass through fields or vineyards, nor will we drink water from 


wells.



4.
We will go along the King's Highway.



5.
We will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we have passed 



through your territory. 


(They could have saved a lot of trouble by just following the cloud that God had 


sent to direct them instead of making this request.) 


B.
Then Edom said to him, "You shall not pass through my land, lest I come out 


against you with the sword." 


C.
So the children of Israel said to him:



1.
We will go by the Highway, and if I or my livestock drink any of your 



water, then I will pay for it.



2.
Let me only pass through on foot, nothing more. 


D.
Then he said, "You shall not pass through." 

E.
So Edom came out against them with many men and with a strong hand. 

F.
Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his territory; so Israel turned 


away from him. 

III.
Death of Aaron.  (22-29)

A.
Now the children of Israel, the whole congregation, journeyed from Kadesh and 


came to Mount Hor. 

B.
And the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in Mount Hor by the border of the land 


of Edom, saying: 


1.
Aaron shall be gathered to his people, for he shall not enter the land which 


I have given to the children of Israel, because you rebelled against My 



word at the water of Meribah.   (Being "gathered to his people" meant that 


Aaron would join previous Old Testament believers who had passed on--



indicating that life does not end at the time of death.) 


2.
Take Aaron and Eleazar his son,  bring them up to Mount Hor, and strip 



Aaron of his garments and put them on Eleazar his son.



3.
For Aaron shall be gathered to his people and die there.

C.
So Moses did just as the Lord commanded, and they went up to Mount Hor in the 


sight of all the congregation. 


1.
Moses stripped Aaron of his priestly garments and put them on Eleazar his 


son.



2.
And Aaron died there on the top of the mountain. 


3.
Then Moses and Eleazar came down from the mountain. 



(Eleazar succeeded Aaron as High Priest.)


D.
Now when all the congregation saw that Aaron was dead, all the house of Israel 


mourned for Aaron thirty days. 


(Sadly, Aaron, Miriam, and many others in Israel served God, but never entered 


the Promised Land because of sin and unbelief.  Many believers who know and 


love God do not enter in to receive His promises for the same reasons.)

Study questions on chapter 20:
1.
Where was Israel as this chapter opens?  (1a)

2.
What major event occurred there according to verse 1b?

3.
What problem did the people encounter here?  (2a)

4.
What was the response of the people to this problem?  (2b)

5.
Using verses 3-5, summarize what the people said to Moses and Aaron.

6.
What did Moses and Aaron do after hearing these complaints?  (6)

7.
What did the Lord tell Moses and Aaron to do?  (7-8)

8.
Using verses 9-13 and outline point I E-G, answer the following questions.



-What did Moses do in obedience to the Lord?



-What did he do in disobedience?



-What were the reasons this sin was so serious? 



-What judgment was pronounced on Moses and Aaron and why?



-What summary statement is given in verse 13 regarding what occurred here?

9.
Using verses 14-21, answer the following questions.



-To whom was Moses making this request?



-What historical examples did Moses cite?



-Where were the people of Israel at the time of this request?



-What was Moses requesting?



-What was the response of the king?



-What did Moses promise if the king would reconsider and let them pass through?



-What was the king's final decision?

10.
Using verses 22-29, answer the following questions.


-Where did the congregation journey next?



-What prophetic word regarding Aaron did God give Moses?



-What instructions did God give Moses?



-What was to happen to Aaron?



-Who was to succeed Aaron?



-For how long did the people mourn?

11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 21

1 And when king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south, heard tell that Israel came by the way of the spies; then he fought against Israel, and took some of them prisoners.

2 And Israel vowed a vow unto the Lord, and said, If thou wilt indeed deliver this people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities.

3 And the Lord hearkened to the voice of Israel, and delivered up the Canaanites; and they utterly destroyed them and their cities: and he called the name of the place Hormah.

4 And they journeyed from mount Hor by the way of the Red sea, to compass the land of Edom: and the soul of the people was much discouraged because of the way.

5 And the people spake against God, and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; and our soul loatheth this light bread.

6 And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.

7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord, and against thee; pray unto the Lord, that he take away the serpents from us. And Moses prayed for the people.

8 And the Lord said unto Moses, Make thee a fiery serpent, and set it upon a pole: and it shall come to pass, that every one that is bitten, when he looketh upon it, shall live.

9 And Moses made a serpent of brass, and put it upon a pole, and it came to pass, that if a serpent had bitten any man, when he beheld the serpent of brass, he lived.

10 And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in Oboth.

11 And they journeyed from Oboth, and pitched at Ije-abarim, in the wilderness which is before Moab, toward the sunrising.

12 From thence they removed, and pitched in the valley of Zared.

13 From thence they removed, and pitched on the other side of Arnon, which is in the wilderness that cometh out of the coasts of the Amorites: for Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites.

14 Wherefore it is said in the book of the wars of the Lord, What he did in the Red sea, and in the brooks of Arnon,

15 And at the stream of the brooks that goeth down to the dwelling of Ar, and lieth upon the border of Moab.

16 And from thence they went to Beer: that is the well whereof the Lord spake unto Moses, Gather the people together, and I will give them water.

17 Then Israel sang this song, Spring up, O well; sing ye unto it:

18 The princes digged the well, the nobles of the people digged it, by the direction of the lawgiver, with their staves. And from the wilderness they went to Mattanah:

19 And from Mattanah to Nahaliel: and from Nahaliel to Bamoth:

20 And from Bamoth in the valley, that is in the country of Moab, to the top of Pisgah, which looketh toward Jeshimon.

21 And Israel sent messengers unto Sihon king of the Amorites, saying,

22 Let me pass through thy land: we will not turn into the fields, or into the vineyards; we will not drink of the waters of the well: but we will go along by the king's high way, until we be past thy borders.

23 And Sihon would not suffer Israel to pass through his border: but Sihon gathered all his people together, and went out against Israel into the wilderness: and he came to Jahaz, and fought against Israel.

24 And Israel smote him with the edge of the sword, and possessed his land from Arnon unto Jabbok, even unto the children of Ammon: for the border of the children of Ammon was strong.

25 And Israel took all these cities: and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites, in Heshbon, and in all the villages thereof.

26 For Heshbon was the city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had fought against the former king of Moab, and taken all his land out of his hand, even unto Arnon.

27 Wherefore they that speak in proverbs say, Come into Heshbon, let the city of Sihon be built and prepared:

28 For there is a fire gone out of Heshbon, a flame from the city of Sihon: it hath consumed Ar of Moab, and the lords of the high places of Arnon.

29 Woe to thee, Moab! thou art undone, O people of Chemosh: he hath given his sons that escaped, and his daughters, into captivity unto Sihon king of the Amorites.

30 We have shot at them; Heshbon is perished even unto Dibon, and we have laid them waste even unto Nophah, which reacheth unto Medeba.

31 Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites.

32 And Moses sent to spy out Jaazer, and they took the villages thereof, and drove out the Amorites that were there.

33 And they turned and went up by the way of Bashan: and Og the king of Bashan went out against them, he, and all his people, to the battle at Edrei.

34 And the Lord said unto Moses, Fear him not: for I have delivered him into thy hand, and all his people, and his land; and thou shalt do to him as thou didst unto Sihon king of the Amorites, which dwelt at Heshbon.

35 So they smote him, and his sons, and all his people, until there was none left him alive: and they possessed his land.

Outline 21:
(Kings Arad, Sihon, and Og are defeated; the bronze serpent.)

I.
The  Canaanites are defeated at Hormah.  (1-3) 


A.
The king of Arad, the Canaanite, who dwelt in the South, heard that Israel was 


coming on the road to Atharim. Then he fought against Israel and took some of 


them prisoners.

B.
So Israel made a vow to the Lord, and said, "If You will indeed deliver this 


people into my hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities."  (Vows should be 


taken seriously.  See Numbers 30:2; Deuteronomy 23:21-23; Psalm 50:4; and 


Ecclesiastes 5:4-6.)

C.
And the Lord listened to the voice of Israel and delivered up the Canaanites, and 


they utterly destroyed them and their cities.  (God was using Israel to judge the 


tremendous iniquity of these nations.  These people had been given ample 



opportunities to repent, but had not done so.)

D.
So the name of that place was called Hormah.   (The root word of Hormah means 


"utterly defeated".  In the last battle they fought, Israel had been utterly 



defeated:  Numbers 14:45.  Now God was telling them that this time they would 


utterly defeat the enemy.)
II.
The bronze serpent.  (4-9) 


A.
Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around 


the land of Edom.


B.
And the soul of the people became very discouraged on the way. And the people 


spoke against God and against Moses: 


1.
Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 


2.
For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless 



(contemptible) bread.


(Israel became discouraged because they had to go the long way around Edom 


when they wanted to take a short cut.   They were also weary of the trials along 


the way.  But remember:  They are following the cloud of God's direction.  Often, 


we become discouraged because God isn't leading us the way we think we should 


go or the way that we want to go.  The manna symbolically represented the 


spiritual bread, Jesus Christ.  God had sent the manna, so by rejecting it they 


were rejecting Him.) 


C.
So the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people and 


many of the people of Israel died.   (Note that the serpents were sent by the Lord 


as judgment for sin.  When you reject life from heaven--illustrated by the 



manna--you will experience the death of divine judgment--symbolized by the 


poison serpents. In this situation, the people could have "rebuked the devil" all 


they wanted to, but it would have had no effect as this was judgment from God.) 

D.
Therefore the people came to Moses, and said:



1.
We have sinned, for we have spoken against the Lord and against you.



2.
Pray to the Lord that He take away the serpents from us.

E.
So Moses prayed for the people. 

F.
Then the Lord said to Moses:



1.
Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole.



2.
And it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live. 
G.
So Moses made a bronze serpent, and put it on a pole:  And so it was, if a serpent 


had bitten anyone, when he looked at the bronze serpent, he lived.   (This was 


God's remedy for sin and was symbolic of looking by faith to the atonement of 


Jesus on the cross: Whoever looks to Him will live!  See John 3:14-16.  Each 


person must look for himself.  The word "look" as used in this passage means to 


gaze attentively.  The look that saves is not just a quick glance.   Sadly, later on 


Israel focused on the symbol instead 
of the reality it represented and they 



actually worshipped snakes at one point in their history: 2 Kings 18:4.)
III.
From Mount Hor to Moab.  (10-20) 


A.
Now the children of Israel moved on and camped in Oboth.

B.
And they journeyed from Oboth and camped at Ije Abarim, in the wilderness 


which is east of Moab, toward the sunrise. 

C.
From there they moved and camped in the Valley of Zered. 

D.
From there they moved and camped on the other side of the Arnon, which is in the 

wilderness that extends from the border of the Amorites:



1.
For the Arnon is the border of Moab, between Moab and the Amorites. 


2.
Therefore it is said in the Book of the Wars of the Lord: "Waheb in 



Suphah, the brooks of the Arnon,  and the slope of the brooks that reaches 



to the dwelling of Ar, and lies on the border of Moab." 


E.
From there they went to Beer.



1.
This is where the Lord said to Moses: "Gather the people together, and I 



will give them water." 


2.
Then Israel sang this song: "Spring up, oh well! All of you sing to it--the 



well the leaders sank, dug by the nation's nobles, by the lawgiver, with 



their staves."  (Instead of complaining this time, Israel praises God. When 



you praise Him in the face of impossibilities, miracles happen!)

F.
And from the wilderness they went to Mattanah,  from Mattanah to Nahaliel, from 

Nahaliel to Bamoth,  and from Bamoth, in the valley that is in the country of 


Moab, to the top of Pisgah which looks down on the wasteland.   

IV.
King Sihon is defeated.  (21-32)

(Deuteronomy 2:26-37.)

A.
Then Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, saying:



1.
Let me pass through your land. 


2.
We will not turn aside into fields or vineyards and we will not drink water 



from wells. 


3.
We will go by the King's Highway until we have passed through your 



territory.

B.
But Sihon would not allow Israel to pass through his territory. 


1.
So Sihon gathered all his people together and went out against Israel in the 


wilderness.




2.
And he came to Jahaz and fought against Israel.

C.
Then Israel defeated him with the edge of the sword, and took possession of his 


land from the Arnon to the Jabbok, as far as the people of Ammon; for the border 


of the people of Ammon was fortified. 

D.
So Israel took all these cities, and Israel dwelt in all the cities of the Amorites, in 


Heshbon and in all its villages. For Heshbon was the city of Sihon king of the 


Amorites, who had fought against the former king of Moab, and had taken all his 


land from his hand as far as the Arnon. 

E.
Therefore those who speak in proverbs (the poets) say:



Come to Heshbon, let it be built;


Let the city of Sihon be repaired. 



For fire went out from Heshbon,


A flame from the city of Sihon;


It consumed Ar of Moab,


The lords of the heights of the Arnon. 


Woe to you, Moab!


You have perished, Oh people of (the false god) Chemosh!


He has given his sons as fugitives, and his daughters into captivity,


To Sihon king of the Amorites. 



But we have shot at them; Heshbon has perished as far as Dibon.


Then we laid waste as far as Nophah, which reaches to Medeba. 



(This song memorialized Israel's victory over the Amorites.)


F.
Thus Israel dwelt in the land of the Amorites. 

G.
Then Moses sent to spy out Jazer, and they took its villages and drove out the 


Amorites who were there. 

V.
King Og defeated.  (33-35)

(See also Deuteronomy 3:1-22.)


A.
And they turned and went up by the way to Bashan. 

B.
So Og king of Bashan went out against them, he and all his people, to battle at 


Edrei. 

C.
Then the Lord said to Moses:



1.
Do not fear him, for I have delivered him into your hand, with all his 



people and his land.



2.
You shall do to him as you did to Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt 



at Heshbon.

D.
So they defeated him, his sons, and all his people, until there was no survivor left 


him, and they took possession of his land. 


(These nations had been given hundreds of years to repent, but had refused to do so 
and had become increasingly evil.  Now it was time for judgment.)
Study questions on chapter 21:
1.
Use verses 1-3 and outline point I to answer the following questions.



-Who heard Israel was coming and what did he do in response?



-What vow did the Israelis make to the Lord?



-What was the Lord's response and what were the results?



-What was the place named, what is its meaning, and what is the symbolism? 


-What did the victories at Og and Sihon do for Israel?  (verses 27-31 and Psalm 


  135:11; and 136:19-20) 


2.
Use verses 4-9 and outline point II to answer the following questions.



-Where did the people journey next?



-Why did the people become discouraged?



-What complaint did the people make and against whom was it made?


-What was the result of Israel's sin?



-What did the people admit to Moses?



-What did the people ask Moses to do?



-What was the Lord's response and instructions to Moses.



-What happened to those who looked by faith to the serpent on the pole?



-What happened to those who did not look at the serpent on the pole?



-Of what was the serpent on the pole symbolic?
3.
Using verses 10-15 and outline point III, summarize the next lap of Israel's journey.

4.
What happened at Beer?  (16-18)

5.
Using verses 19-20, summarize the next lap of Israel's journey.

6.
Use verses 21-32 and outline point IV to answer the following questions.



-To whom did Israel send messengers?



-What request did they make?



-What was the response they received?


-Who came and fought against Israel?



-What were the results of the battle?



-Summarize the proverb (poem) that recalls these events.



-Where did Israel dwell according to verse 31?



-What area did Israel spy out and conquer next?  (32)

7.
 Summarize the next confrontation as detailed in verses 33-34.  



-With whom did they battle?



-What was the results?



-What was the Lord's reassuring message to Moses?


-What did Israel possess after the battle?

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 22

1 And the children of Israel set forward, and pitched in the plains of Moab on this side Jordan by Jericho.

2 And Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.

3 And Moab was sore afraid of the people, because they were many: and Moab was distressed because of the children of Israel.

4 And Moab said unto the elders of Midian, Now shall this company lick up all that are round about us, as the ox licketh up the grass of the field. And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time.

5 He sent messengers therefore unto Balaam the son of Beor to Pethor, which is by the river of the land of the children of his people, to call him, saying, Behold, there is a people come out from Egypt: behold, they cover the face of the earth, and they abide over against me:

6 Come now therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people; for they are too mighty for me: peradventure I shall prevail, that we may smite them, and that I may drive them out of the land: for I wot that he whom thou blessest is blessed, and he whom thou cursest is cursed.

7 And the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the rewards of divination in their hand; and they came unto Balaam, and spake unto him the words of Balak.

8 And he said unto them, Lodge here this night, and I will bring you word again, as the Lord shall speak unto me: and the princes of Moab abode with Balaam.

9 And God came unto Balaam, and said, What men are these with thee?

10 And Balaam said unto God, Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, hath sent unto me, saying,

11 Behold, there is a people come out of Egypt, which covereth the face of the earth: come now, curse me them; peradventure I shall be able to overcome them, and drive them out.

12 And God said unto Balaam, Thou shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the people: for they are blessed.

13 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and said unto the princes of Balak, Get you into your land: for the Lord refuseth to give me leave to go with you.

14 And the princes of Moab rose up, and they went unto Balak, and said, Balaam refuseth to come with us.

15 And Balak sent yet again princes, more, and more honourable than they.

16 And they came to Balaam, and said to him, Thus saith Balak the son of Zippor, Let nothing, I pray thee, hinder thee from coming unto me:

17 For I will promote thee unto very great honour, and I will do whatsoever thou sayest unto me: come therefore, I pray thee, curse me this people.

18 And Balaam answered and said unto the servants of Balak, If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do less or more.

19 Now therefore, I pray you, tarry ye also here this night, that I may know what the Lord will say unto me more.

20 And God came unto Balaam at night, and said unto him, If the men come to call thee, rise up, and go with them; but yet the word which I shall say unto thee, that shalt thou do.

21 And Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his ass, and went with the princes of Moab.

22 And God's anger was kindled because he went: and the angel of the Lord stood in the way for an adversary against him. Now he was riding upon his ass, and his two servants were with him.

23 And the ass saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into the field: and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the way.

24 But the angel of the Lord stood in a path of the vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a wall on that side.

25 And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, she thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam's foot against the wall: and he smote her again.

26 And the angel of the Lord went further, and stood in a narrow place, where was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left.

27 And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, she fell down under Balaam: and Balaam's anger was kindled, and he smote the ass with a staff.

28 And the Lord opened the mouth of the ass, and she said unto Balaam, What have I done unto thee, that thou hast smitten me these three times?

29 And Balaam said unto the ass, Because thou hast mocked me: I would there were a sword in mine hand, for now would I kill thee.

30 And the ass said unto Balaam, Am not I thine ass, upon which thou hast ridden ever since I was thine unto this day? was I ever wont to do so unto thee? And he said, Nay.

31 Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed down his head, and fell flat on his face.

32 And the angel of the Lord said unto him, Wherefore hast thou smitten thine ass these three times? behold, I went out to withstand thee, because thy way is perverse before me:

33 And the ass saw me, and turned from me these three times: unless she had turned from me, surely now also I had slain thee, and saved her alive.

34 And Balaam said unto the angel of the Lord, I have sinned; for I knew not that thou stoodest in the way against me: now therefore, if it displease thee, I will get me back again.

35 And the angel of the Lord said unto Balaam, Go with the men: but only the word that I shall speak unto thee, that thou shalt speak. So Balaam went with the princes of Balak.

36 And when Balak heard that Balaam was come, he went out to meet him unto a city of Moab, which is in the border of Arnon, which is in the utmost coast.

37 And Balak said unto Balaam, Did I not earnestly send unto thee to call thee? wherefore camest thou not unto me? am I not able indeed to promote thee to honour?

38 And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, I am come unto thee: have I now any power at all to say any thing? the word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall I speak.

39 And Balaam went with Balak, and they came unto Kirjath-huzoth.

40 And Balak offered oxen and sheep, and sent to Balaam, and to the princes that were with him.

41 And it came to pass on the morrow, that Balak took Balaam, and brought him up into the high places of Baal, that thence he might see the utmost part of the people.

Outline 22:
(Read Numbers 22-25 for an overview of the story of Balaam and Balak.) 

I.
Then the children of Israel moved, and camped in the plains of Moab on the side of the 
Jordan across from Jericho. (1)

(This was their final encampment prior to entering the Promised Land.)
II.
Balak sends for Balaam the first time.  (2-14)

A.
Now Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done to the Amorites.

B.
And Moab was exceedingly afraid of the people because they were many, and 


they were sick with dread because of the children of Israel. 

C.
So Moab said to the elders of Midian: "Now this company will lick up everything 


around us, as an ox licks up the grass of the field."   (The Moabites and Midianites 

formed an alliance against Israel.  They called for Balaam to try to defeat Israel 


by sorcery.)

D.
And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the Moabites at that time.  Then he sent 


messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the Euphrates 


River in the land of the sons of his people, to call him, saying: 


1.
Look, a people has come from Egypt. 


2.
See, they cover the face of the earth, and are settling next to me! 


3.
Therefore please come at once, curse this people for me, for they are too 



mighty for me. 


4.
Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land.



5.
For I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is 



cursed. 


E.
So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the diviner's fee in 


their hand, and they came to Balaam and spoke to him the words of Balak. 

F.
Balaam said to them, "Lodge here tonight, and I will bring back word to you, as 


the Lord speaks to me." So the princes of Moab stayed with Balaam. 


G.
Then God came to Balaam and said, "Who are these men with you?" 


H.
So Balaam said to God: Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, has sent to me, 


saying:



1.
Look, a people has come out of Egypt, and they cover the face of the earth. 

2.
Come now, curse them for me.



3.
Perhaps I shall be able to overpower them and drive them out. 


I.
And God said to Balaam: "You shall not go with them.  You shall not curse the 


people, for they are blessed."  (Very clear:  Balaam was not to go.) 


J.
So Balaam rose in the morning and said to the princes of Balak, "Go back to your 


land, for the Lord has refused to give me permission to go with you." 


K.
And the princes of Moab rose and went to Balak and said, "Balaam refuses to 



come with us." 
III.
Balak sends for Balaam the second time.  (15-21)


A.
Then Balak again sent princes, more numerous and more honorable than they. 

B.
And they came to Balaam and said to him: Thus says Balak the son of Zippor: 


1.
Please let nothing hinder you from coming to me, for I will certainly honor 


you greatly, and I will do whatever you say to me. 


2.
Therefore please come, curse this people for me. 


C.
Then Balaam answered and said to the servants of Balak:



1.
Though Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could 



not go beyond the word of the Lord my God, to do less or more. 


2.
Now therefore, please, you also stay here tonight, that I may know what 



more the Lord will say to me.  (God had been very clear:  Balaam was not 


to go with them. Do not seek "God's will" when it has already been 



revealed through His Word.)

D.
And God came to Balaam at night and said to him: "If the men come to call you, 


rise and go with them; but only the word which I speak to you--that you shall do." 


(God's perfect will was not to go.  Sometimes God permits us to do what we want 


to do, to our own detriment:  Psalm 106:15.  God gave Balaam up to his own 


greed: Romans 1:28-22.)


E.
So Balaam rose in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went with the princes of 


Moab.  (God said "if they call you"--then Balaam was permitted to go.  There is 


no record that they called him.)
IV.
Balaam's journey.  (22-35) 


A.
Then God's anger was aroused because he went, and the Angel of the Lord took 


His stand in the way as an adversary against him. 

B.
And he was riding on his donkey, and his two servants were with him. 

C.
Now the donkey saw the Angel of the Lord standing in the way with His drawn 


sword in His hand, and the donkey turned aside out of the way and went into the 


field. So Balaam struck the donkey to turn her back onto the road. 

D.
Then the Angel of the Lord stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a 


wall on this side and a wall on that side. And when the donkey saw the Angel of 


the Lord, she pushed herself against the wall and crushed Balaam's foot against 


the wall; so he struck her again. 

E.
Then the Angel of the Lord went further, and stood in a narrow place where there 


was no way to turn either to the right hand or to the left.  And when the donkey 


saw the Angel of the Lord, she lay down under Balaam; so Balaam's anger was 


aroused, and he struck the donkey with his staff. 

F.
Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, "What 


have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?" 


G.
And Balaam said to the donkey, "Because you have abused me. I wish there were 


a sword in my hand, for now I would kill you!" 


H.
So the donkey said to Balaam: "Am I not your donkey on which you have ridden, 


ever since I became yours, to this day? Was I ever disposed to do this to you?"


I.
And he said, "No." 


J.
Then the Lord opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the Angel of the Lord standing 


in the way with His drawn sword in His hand; and he bowed his head and fell flat 


on his face.  (Balaam was known as a diviner, yet he  had no spiritual perception 


to see the Angel in the way.  Very often, we fail to see circumstances as being 


sent from the Lord to provide direction and/or discipline.) 

K.
And the Angel of the Lord said to him:



1.
Why have you struck your donkey these three times? 


2.
Behold, I have come out to stand against you, because your way is 




perverse before Me. 


3.
The donkey saw Me and turned aside from Me these three times. 


4.
If she had not turned aside from Me, surely I would also have killed you by 


now, and let her live. 


L.
And Balaam said to the Angel of the Lord:



1.
I have sinned, for I did not know You stood in the way against me. 


2.
Now therefore, if it displeases You, I will turn back. 


M.
Then the Angel of the Lord said to Balaam: "Go with the men, but only the word 


that I speak to you, that you shall speak." 

N.
So Balaam went with the princes of Balak. 

(The Angel of the Lord in the Old Testament performed actions such as revelation, 
deliverance, and judgment.  The Angel of the Lord is an appearance of the Lord to 
humans who would not be able to see Him as He is and live. The Angel Of the Lord first 
appeared to Hagar in Genesis 16:7-10.  The confirmation that He is a member of the 
Godhead is found in His appearance to Gideon Judges 6:11-26 where He is addressed as 
"Lord".)
V.
Balaam's arrival.  (36- 40) 

A.
Now when Balak heard that Balaam was coming, he went out to meet him at the 


city of Moab, which is on the border at the Arnon, the boundary of the territory. 

B.
Then Balak said to Balaam:



1.
Did I not earnestly send to you, calling for you? 


2.
Why did you not come to me? 


3.
Am I not able to honor you? 


C.
And Balaam said to Balak:



1.
Look, I have come to you! 


2.
Now, have I any power at all to say anything? 


3.
The word that God puts in my mouth, that I must speak.



(God had told Balaam that He almost struck him dead.  Now, Balaam was 


afraid to go against God by cursing Israel.)


D.
So Balaam went with Balak, and they came to Kirjath Huzoth. 

E.
Then Balak offered oxen and sheep, and he sent some to Balaam and to the 


princes who were with him. 

VI.
Observing the people. (41) 


So it was, the next day, that Balak took Balaam and brought him up to the high places of 
Baal, that from there he might observe the extent of the people. 


(Baal was a false god also represented in many manifestations of idols known as the 
Baals or the Baaalim.  The word "Baal" means owner or master.  You will be mastered 
and owned--controlled and enslaved--by what you worship.  People may not bow down to 
an actual idol, but they often become enslaved by the "baals" of pleasure, power, money, 
possessions, etc. )  
Study questions on chapter 22:
1.
Where was Israel camped as this chapter opens?
2.
Using verses 2-14, answer the following questions.



-Who was Balak?


-What had Balak observed?



-Why was all Moab fearful of Israel?



-What threat was expressed by the people to the elders of Midian?



-Who sent messengers to Balaam?



-Who was Balaam?



-Summarize the message Balak sent to Balaam.  What fears did he express?  What 
  did he want Balaam to do?



-Who delivered Balak's message to Balaam?



-What was Balaam's initial response to these messengers?



-What question did God ask Balaam?



-How did Balaam answer God's question?


-What command did God give Balaam?



-What did Balaam tell Balak's messengers the next morning?



-What did Balak's messengers do next?

3.
 Using verses 15-21, answer the following questions.


-Who did Balak send to Balaam this time?


-What message did these men deliver to Balaam?


-What was Balaam's response to them?



-What did God tell Balaam that night?


-What did Balaam do instead of waiting as God directed?



-What is the difference between God's perfect will and His permissive will?  (See 


  also outline note III D.)


-What sometimes happens when God allows us to get our own way? (Psalm 


  106:15)

4.
Using verses 22-35 and outline point IV, answer the following questions regarding 
Balaam's journey to see Balak.



-What was God's response to Balaam's decision?



-Who stood in Balaam's way and for what purpose?



-What did the donkey see that Balaam did not see?



-What was the donkey's response?



-What was Balaam's response to the donkey's behavior? 



-How many times did this strange event occur?


-Summarize the conversation between Balaam and the donkey.



-What did the Lord finally do to Balaam that made him realize what was going 


  on?



-Summarize the message of the Angel of the Lord given to Balaam.



-What do you learn about the Angel of the Lord in this passage?



-What was Balaam's response to the message of the Angel of the Lord?  What did 


  he offer to do?



-What did the Angel tell Balaam to do? 

5.
Using verses 36-40 and outline point V, answer the following questions regarding 
Balaam's arrival.


-What did Balak do when he  heard that Balaam was coming?



-Summarize what Balak said to Balaam.



-Summarize Balaam's response to Balak.



-Where did Balaam and Balak go next?


-What did Balak offer Balaam and those with him?

6.
Where did Balak take Balaam the next day and for what purpose?  (41)

Numbers 23

23:1 And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven oxen and seven rams.

2 And Balak did as Balaam had spoken; and Balak and Balaam offered on every altar a bullock and a ram.

3 And Balaam said unto Balak, Stand by thy burnt offering, and I will go: peradventure the Lord will come to meet me: and whatsoever he sheweth me I will tell thee. And he went to an high place.

4 And God met Balaam: and he said unto him, I have prepared seven altars, and I have offered upon every altar a bullock and a ram.

5 And the Lord put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said, Return unto Balak, and thus thou shalt speak.

6 And he returned unto him, and, lo, he stood by his burnt sacrifice, he, and all the princes of Moab.

7 And he took up his parable, and said, Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the mountains of the east, saying, Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy Israel.

8 How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? or how shall I defy, whom the Lord hath not defied?

9 For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him: lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations.

10 Who can count the dust of Jacob, and the number of the fourth part of Israel? Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my last end be like his!

11 And Balak said unto Balaam, What hast thou done unto me? I took thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast blessed them altogether.

12 And he answered and said, Must I not take heed to speak that which the Lord hath put in my mouth?

13 And Balak said unto him, Come, I pray thee, with me unto another place, from whence thou mayest see them: thou shalt see but the utmost part of them, and shalt not see them all: and curse me them from thence.

14 And he brought him into the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built seven altars, and offered a bullock and a ram on every altar.

15 And he said unto Balak, Stand here by thy burnt offering, while I meet the Lord yonder.

16 And the Lord met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and said, Go again unto Balak, and say thus.

17 And when he came to him, behold, he stood by his burnt offering, and the princes of Moab with him. And Balak said unto him, What hath the Lord spoken?

18 And he took up his parable, and said, Rise up, Balak, and hear; hearken unto me, thou son of Zippor:

19 God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should repent: hath 
he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not make it good?

20 Behold, I have received commandment to bless: and he hath blessed; and I cannot reverse it.

21 He hath not beheld iniquity in Jacob, neither hath he seen perverseness in Israel: the Lord his God is with him, and the shout of a king is among them.

22 God brought them out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn.

23 Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob, neither is there any divination against Israel: according to this time it shall be said of Jacob and of Israel, What hath God wrought!

24 Behold, the people shall rise up as a great lion, and lift up himself as a young lion: he shall not lie down until he eat of the prey, and drink the blood of the slain.

25 And Balak said unto Balaam, Neither curse them at all, nor bless them at all.

26 But Balaam answered and said unto Balak, Told not I thee, saying, All that the Lord speaketh, that I must do?

27 And Balak said unto Balaam, Come, I pray thee, I will bring thee unto another place; peradventure it will please God that thou mayest curse me them from thence.

28 And Balak brought Balaam unto the top of Peor, that looketh toward Jeshimon.

29 And Balaam said unto Balak, Build me here seven altars, and prepare me here seven bullocks and seven rams.

30 And Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered a bullock and a ram on every altar.

Outline 23:
(Balak and Balaam continued.) 

I.
Preparations for a prophetic word.  (1-3) 


A.
Then Balaam said to Balak, "Build seven altars for me here, and prepare for me 


here seven bulls and seven rams." 


B.
And Balak did just as Balaam had spoken, and Balak and Balaam offered a bull 


and a ram on each altar.

C.
Then Balaam said to Balak:"Stand by your burnt offering, and I will go; perhaps 


the Lord will come to meet me, and whatever He shows me I will tell you." 

D.
So he went to a desolate height. 
II.
God speaks to Balaam. (4-6)


A.
And God met Balaam, and Balaam said to Him, "I have prepared the seven altars, 


and I have offered on each altar a bull and a ram."   (Balaam repeatedly builds 


altars and makes sacrifices to try to incur God's favor.)

B.
Then the Lord put a word in Balaam's mouth, and said: "Return to Balak, and thus 

you shall speak."  So he returned to him, and there he was, standing by his burnt 


offering, he and all the princes of Moab. 

III.
Balaam's first oracle.
 (7-12)

A. 
Balaam took up his oracle and said:




Balak the king of Moab has brought me from Aram,



From the mountains of the east.



Come, curse Jacob for me, and come, denounce Israel! 




How shall I curse whom God has not cursed?



And how shall I denounce whom the Lord has not denounced? 



For from the top of the rocks I see him,



And from the hills I behold him;



There! A people dwelling alone,



Not reckoning itself among the nations. 




Who can count the dust of Jacob (his descendants),



Or number one-fourth of Israel?



Let me die the death of the righteous,



And let my end be like his! 

(Summary:  Israel is blessed of God and Balaam cannot curse them. They are uniquely set apart as God's people.  They are numerous, righteous, and have eternal hope at death.  Instead of cursing them,  Balaam wants to be like them.  What Balaam sees in Israel is true of believers as well.  We are blessed!) 


B.
Then Balak said to Balaam:



1.
What have you done to me? 


2.
I took you to curse my enemies, and look, you have blessed them 




bountifully! 


C.
So he answered and said, "Must I not take heed to speak what the Lord has put in 


my mouth?" 

IV.
Balaam's second oracle.  (13-26)

A.
Then Balak said to him:



1.
Please come with me to another place from which you may see them.



2.
You shall see only the outer part of them, and shall not see them all.



3.
Curse them for me from there.


(Balak thought that seeing all Israel made Balaam afraid to curse them, so he 


relocated to a place where they could only see a portion of the people.)


B.
So he brought him to the field of Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built seven 


altars, and offered a bull and a ram on each altar. 


C.
And he said to Balak: "Stand here by your burnt offering while I meet the Lord 


over there." 


D.
Then the Lord met Balaam, and put a word in his mouth, and said, "Go back to 


Balak, and thus you shall speak."   (God controls the mouth of this false seer!)

E.
So he came to him, and there he was, standing by his burnt offering, and the 


princes of Moab were with him. And Balak said to him, "What has the Lord 


spoken?"   (Balak recognized the Lord, but only as one god among many others 


that he worshipped.)

F.
Then Balaam took up his oracle and said:



(Introduction.)



Rise up, Balak, and hear! Listen to me, son of Zippor! 



(First stanza.)




God is not a man, that He should lie,



Nor a son of man, that He should repent.



Has He said, and will He not do?



Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? 



Behold, I have received a command to bless;



He has blessed, and I cannot reverse it. 




He has not observed iniquity in Jacob,



Nor has He seen wickedness in Israel.


(Second stanza.)




The Lord his God is with him,



And the shout of a King is among them. 



God brings them out of Egypt;



He has strength like a wild ox. 




For there is no sorcery against Jacob,



Nor any divination against Israel.



It now must be said of Jacob



And of Israel, 'Oh, what God has done!'


(Conclusion.)




Look, a people rises like a lioness,



And lifts itself up like a lion;



It shall not lie down until it devours the prey,



And drinks the blood of the slain. 
(Summary:  This oracle focuses on God.  Israel is blessed by God; forgiven by God; redeemed by God; and strengthened by God--symbolized by an ox and lion.  God empowers them to be victorious in warfare.  They are protected by God, so no curse or sorcery is effective against them.  God does not lie nor does He change, so He will fulfill these promises to His people.  Balaam was commanded to bless them, and he cannot curse them.  Again, these blessings are true of believers as well.)

G.
Then Balak said to Balaam: "Neither curse them at all, nor bless them at all!" 


H.
So Balaam answered and said to Balak, "Did I not tell you, saying, all that the 


Lord speaks, that I must do?" 
V.
Preparation for Balaam's third oracle.  (27-30) 


A.
Then Balak said to Balaam:



1.
Please come, I will take you to another place.



2.
Perhaps it will please God that you may curse them for me from there. 

B.
So Balak took Balaam to the top of Peor, that overlooks the wasteland. 

C.
Then Balaam said to Balak: "Build for me here seven altars, and prepare for me 


here seven bulls and seven rams." 

D.
And Balak did as Balaam had said, and offered a bull and a ram on every altar. 

Study questions on chapter 23:
1.
How does this chapter relate to chapter 22?

2.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What did Balaam tell Balak to do?



-Where did Balaam tell Balak to wait?



-Where did Balaam go and for what purpose? 

3.
Using verses 4-6 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Summarize what God said to Balaam.



-What did God tell Balaam to do?



-What did Balaam do?

4.
Using verses 7-12 and outline point III, answer the following questions. 



-What is the subject of this passage?



-Summarize the first oracle.



-What was Balak's response to Balaam's oracle?



-What did Balaam answer in return?

5.
Using verses 13-26 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What did Balak request of Balaam.



-Where did the two men go and what did they survey?



-What did Balaam tell Balak to do while he consulted the Lord?



-What did the Lord tell Balaam to do?



-What did Balak ask Balaam when he returned?



-Summarize Balaam's second oracle.



-What was Balak's response to the second oracle?



-How did Balaam answer Balak?

6.
Using verses 27-30 and outline point V, answer the following questions. 



-Where did the two men go next and for what purpose?



-What did Balaam command be done when they arrived?

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 24

1 And when Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he went not, as at other times, to seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the wilderness.

2 And Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw Israel abiding in his tents according to their tribes; and the spirit of God came upon him.

3 And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said:

4 He hath said, which heard the words of God, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:

5 How goodly are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Israel!

6 As the valleys are they spread forth, as gardens by the river's side, as the trees of lign aloes which the Lord hath planted, and as cedar trees beside the waters.

7 He shall pour the water out of his buckets, and his seed shall be in many waters, and his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted.

8 God brought him forth out of Egypt; he hath as it were the strength of an unicorn: he shall eat up the nations his enemies, and shall break their bones, and pierce them through with his arrows.

9 He couched, he lay down as a lion, and as a great lion: who shall stir him up? Blessed is he that blesseth thee, and cursed is he that curseth thee.

10 And Balak's anger was kindled against Balaam, and he smote his hands together: and Balak said unto Balaam, I called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou hast altogether blessed them these three times.

11 Therefore now flee thou to thy place: I thought to promote thee unto great honour; but, lo, the Lord hath kept thee back from honour.

12 And Balaam said unto Balak, Spake I not also to thy messengers which thou sentest unto me, saying,

13 If Balak would give me his house full of silver and gold, I cannot go beyond the commandment of the Lord, to do either good or bad of mine own mind; but what the Lord saith, that will I speak?

14 And now, behold, I go unto my people: come therefore, and I will advertise thee what this people shall do to thy people in the latter days.

15 And he took up his parable, and said, Balaam the son of Beor hath said, and the man whose eyes are open hath said:

16 He hath said, which heard the words of God, and knew the knowledge of the most High, which saw the vision of the Almighty, falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:

17 I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of Sheth.

18 And Edom shall be a possession, Seir also shall be a possession for his enemies; and Israel shall do valiantly.

19 Out of Jacob shall come he that shall have dominion, and shall destroy him that remaineth of the city.

20 And when he looked on Amalek, he took up his parable, and said, Amalek was the first of the nations; but his latter end shall be that he perish for ever.

21 And he looked on the Kenites, and took up his parable, and said, Strong is thy dwellingplace, and thou puttest thy nest in a rock.

22 Nevertheless the Kenite shall be wasted, until Asshur shall carry thee away captive.

23 And he took up his parable, and said, Alas, who shall live when God doeth this!

24 And ships shall come from the coast of Chittim, and shall afflict Asshur, and shall afflict Eber, and he also shall perish for ever.

25 And Balaam rose up, and went and returned to his place: and Balak also went his way.

Outline 24:
(Balak and Balaam continued.)

I.
Balaam's third oracle.  (1-14)

A.
Now when Balaam saw that it pleased the Lord to bless Israel, he did not go as at 


other times, to seek to use sorcery (the occult), but he set his face toward the 


wilderness. 

B.
And Balaam raised his eyes, and saw Israel encamped according to their tribes; 


and the Spirit of God came upon him.  (The fact that God blessed Israel through 


Balaam is not an endorsement of him or his sorcery.  God can use evil to 



accomplish good and bless you even by your enemies.) 



Then he took up his oracle and said:



(First stanza.)




The utterance of Balaam the son of Beor,



The utterance of the man whose eyes are opened, 



The utterance of him who hears the words of God,



Who sees the vision of the Almighty,



Who falls down, with eyes wide open: 




How lovely are your tents, oh Jacob!



Your dwellings, oh Israel!



Like valleys that stretch out,



Like gardens by the riverside,



Like aloes planted by the Lord,



Like cedars beside the waters.


(Second stanza.)




He (Israel) shall pour water from his buckets,



And his seed shall be in many waters.




His king shall be higher than Agag (the Gentile kingdoms),



And his kingdom shall be exalted. 




God brings him out of Egypt;



He has strength like a wild ox;



He shall consume the nations, his enemies;



He shall break their bones 



And pierce them with his arrows. 



He bows down, he lies down as a lion;



And as a lion, who shall rouse him? 



(Conclusion.)




Blessed  (of God) is he who blesses you,



And cursed (of God) is he who curses you. 

(Summary:   Using the allegories of gardens, plants, and cedars beside waters, Balaam states that God would bless their homes and lands.  He would bless their resources--illustrated by the fact that there would be overflowing water.  He would be their deliverer and make them strong like an ox.   He says that Israel will multiply, consume their enemies, and be secure like a lion who lies down in deep grass. Their king and His kingdom shall be higher than any other.  His conclusion is that those who bless Israel are blessed and those who curse them are cursed.)

C.
Then Balak's anger was aroused against Balaam, and he struck his hands together; 

and Balak said to Balaam:



1.
I called you to curse my enemies, and look, you have bountifully blessed 



them these three times! 


2.
Now therefore, flee to your place. 


3.
I said I would greatly honor you, but in fact, the Lord has kept you back 



from honor. 


D.
So Balaam said to Balak: 



1.
Did I not also speak to your messengers whom you sent to me, saying, "If 



Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go 



beyond the word of the Lord, to do good or bad of my own will. What the 



Lord says, that I must speak?"


2.
And now, indeed, I am going to my people. 


3.
Come, I will advise you what this people will do to your people in the 



latter days. 

II.
Balaam's fourth oracle.  (15-19) 


So he took up his oracle and said:


(First stanza.)




The utterance of Balaam the son of Beor,
And the utterance of the man whose eyes are opened; 
The utterance of him who hears the words of God,
And has the knowledge of the Most High,
Who sees the vision of the Almighty,
Who falls down, with eyes wide open: 


(Second stanza.)

I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near;
A Star shall come out of Jacob;
A Scepter shall rise out of Israel,
And batter the brow of Moab,
And destroy all the sons of tumult.   

And Edom shall be a possession;
Mt. Seir also, his enemies, shall be a possession,
While Israel does valiantly.
Out of Jacob One shall have dominion,
And destroy the remains of the city. 
(Summary:  In the first stanza, Balaam claims to have had his eyes opened; to be hearing God's Word, and speaking with the knowledge of the Most High.  In the second stanza, a great prophetic word regarding the Messiah is given:  See also Matthew 2:2.  Balaam says that the Messiah will come--but not at that time.  He would be a star and scepter that would come out of Israel, referring to His rule for all eternity.   Israel will grow stronger and stronger and would triumph over all their enemies.)  
III.
Balaam's fifth oracle. (20)

Then he looked on Amalek, and he took up his oracle and said:




Amalek was first among the nations,



But shall be last until he perishes.
IV.
Balaam's sixth oracle.  (21-22)

Then he looked on the Kenites, and he took up his oracle and said:




Firm is your dwelling place,



And your nest is set in the rock; 



Nevertheless Kain (the Kenites) shall be burned.



How long until Asshur carries you away captive? 

V.
Balaam's seventh oracle.  (23-24)

Then he took up his oracle and said:




Alas! Who shall live when God does this? 



But ships shall come from the coasts of Cyprus, 



And they shall afflict Asshur and afflict Eber,



And so shall Amalek, until he perishes. 
(Summary of oracles 5-7:  Amalek was hostile to Israel and would be conquered by them.  The Kenites were friendly to Israel, but because they were also an idolatrous nation they would be subdued by Israel as well--no matter how secure they seemed to be.   Asshur and Eber would be destroyed by invaders, and Amalek would eventually perish.   No one would escape judgment.)

VI.
Balaam and Balak separate.  (25)


A.
So Balaam rose and departed and returned to his place.


B.
Balak also went his way. 

(The Bible speaks of:

-The way of Balaam: 2 Peter 2:15-16.  

 He  used religion for financial gain, was disobedient, and was an angry man who lacked 
God-given spiritual perception.

-The error of Balaam: Jude 10-11.  He was ignorant of God, His will, and His ways. He 
also was involved with the occult.

-The doctrine of Balaam: Revelation 2:4. He enticed Israel to compromise by attending 
an idolatrous feast of Baal:  Numbers 25.  His doctrine was that it is permissible for 
believers to live the same life-style as unbelievers.)
Study questions on chapter 24:
1.
How does this chapter relate to chapters 22 and 23?
2.
What do you learn about Balaam's previous divining in verse 1?
3.
Where did Balaam go and what did he see? (2)

4.
What did Balaam do when the spirit of the Lord came upon him?  (2-3)

5.
Using verses 4-14 and outline point I, answer the following questions. 


-Summarize Balak's third oracle.


-What was Balak's response to Balaam's third oracle?



-What did Balaam say to Balak after hearing his response?

6.
Using verses 15-19 and outline point II, summarize Balaam's fourth oracle.

7.
Using verse 20 and outline point III, summarize Balaam's fifth oracle.

8.
Using verses  21-22 and outline point IV, summarize Balaam's sixth oracle.

9.
Using verses  23-24  and outline point V, summarize Balaam's seventh oracle. 

10.
What happened next according to the concluding verse of this chapter? (25)
11.
Using the final outline note, answer the following questions:



-What New Testament reference speaks of the way of Balaam?


-What is meant by the way of Balaam?



-What New Testament reference speaks of the error of Balaam?



-What is meant by the error of Balaam?



-What New Testament reference speaks of the doctrine of Balaam?



-What is meant by the doctrine of Balaam?

12.
What do you learn about Balaam in the following Old Testament references?



-Numbers 31:8



-Deuteronomy 4:3-4.



-Deuteronomy 23:3-6



-Joshua 13:22



-Joshua 24:9-10



-Nehemiah 13:1-3


-Micah 6:5

13.
Review the oracles of Balaam in chapters 23-24. What is the common theme regarding 
Israel?
14.
In what way is the prophet Simeon, whose story is recorded in Acts 8:13-24, similar to of 
Balaam?

15.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 25

1 And Israel abode in Shittim, and the people began to commit whoredom with the daughters of Moab.

2 And they called the people unto the sacrifices of their gods: and the people did eat, and bowed down to their gods.

3 And Israel joined himself unto Baal-peor: and the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel.

4 And the Lord said unto Moses, Take all the heads of the people, and hang them up before the Lord against the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may be turned away from Israel.

5 And Moses said unto the judges of Israel, Slay ye every one his men that were joined unto Baal-peor.

6 And, behold, one of the children of Israel came and brought unto his brethren a Midianitish woman in the sight of Moses, and in the sight of all the congregation of the children of Israel, who were weeping before the door of the tabernacle of the congregation.

7 And when Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose up from among the congregation, and took a javelin in his hand;

8 And he went after the man of Israel into the tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Israel, and the woman through her belly. So the plague was stayed from the children of Israel.

9 And those that died in the plague were twenty and four thousand.

10 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

11 Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, hath turned my wrath away from the children of Israel, while he was zealous for my sake among them, that I consumed not the children of Israel in my jealousy.

12 Wherefore say, Behold, I give unto him my covenant of peace:

13 And he shall have it, and his seed after him, even the covenant of an everlasting priesthood; because he was zealous for his God, and made an atonement for the children of Israel.

14 Now the name of the Israelite that was slain, even that was slain with the Midianitish woman, was Zimri, the son of Salu, a prince of a chief house among the Simeonites.

15 And the name of the Midianitish woman that was slain was Cozbi, the daughter of Zur; he was head over a people, and of a chief house in Midian.

16 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

17 Vex the Midianites, and smite them:

18 For they vex you with their wiles, wherewith they have beguiled you in the matter of Peor, and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a prince of Midian, their sister, which was slain in the day of the plague for Peor's sake.

Outline 25:

(Israel's sin in Moab: Harlotry--sexual sin--and idolatry.  Balaam could not curse Israel, but he schemed to  pollute them by sin from within.  See Numbers 31:16.  Balaam did not escape God's judgment.  See Joshua 13:22.)
I.
Israel's sins.  (1-3) 


A.
Harlotry:  Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began to commit 


harlotry with the women of Moab. 

B.
Idolatry:



1.
They invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate 



and bowed down to their gods. 


2.
So Israel was joined (yoked together spiritually) to Baal of Peor (the chief 



of the Canaanite gods).


C.
And the anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel. 

II.
Judgment on the offenders. (4)


God speaks to Moses.  

Then the Lord said to Moses: "Take all the leaders of the people and hang the offenders 

before the Lord, out in the sun, that the fierce anger of the Lord may turn away from 
Israel." 

III.
Judgment on those who worshipped Baal.  (5-9)

A.
So Moses said to the judges of Israel: "Every one of you kill his men who were 


joined to Baal of Peor."  (This was done to save the nation of Israel from gross 


sexual sins and idolatry.)

B.
And indeed, one of the men of Israel came and presented to his brethren a 



Midianite woman in the sight of Moses and in the sight of all the congregation of 


the children of Israel, who were weeping at the door of the Tabernacle of meeting. 


(This was blatant adultery committed openly while the people were weeping and 


praying concerning their transgressions.)


C.
Now when Phinehas--the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron--the priest, saw it:



1.
He rose from among the congregation and took a javelin in his hand.



2.
He went after the man of Israel into the tent and thrust both of them 



through, the man of Israel and the woman. 



(Adultery carried the death penalty under the Old Testament law.)


D.
So the plague was stopped among the children of Israel. 

E.
And those who died in the plague were twenty-four thousand. 

IV.
A blessing on Phinehas. (10-13)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

A.
Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned back My 


wrath from the children of Israel, because he was zealous with My zeal among 


them, so that I did not consume the children of Israel in My zeal. 

B.
Therefore say: 



1.
Behold, I give to him My covenant of peace.



2.
And it shall be to him and his descendants after him a covenant of an 



everlasting priesthood.



3.
Because he was zealous for his God, and made atonement for the children 



of Israel.  (He took a zealous stand against sin. Other priests and leaders 



witnessed the event, but Phinehas alone took a stand for God.) 

V.
Names of the guilty.  (14-15)

A.
Now the name of the Israelite man who was killed was Zimri, the son of Salu, a 


leader of a father's house among the Simeonites. 

B.
And the name of the Midianite woman who was killed was Cozbi, the daughter of 

Zur, who was head of the people of a father's house in Midian. 

(These were prominent and influential people who would have undoubtedly led many 
others to sin had not their transgression been dealt with.)

VI.
Judgment on the Midianites. (16-18)


Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

A.
Harass the Midianites, and attack them.


B.
For they harassed you with their schemes by which they seduced you:



1.
In the matter of Peor.



2.
In the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a leader of Midian, their sister, 



who was killed in the day of the plague because of Peor. 

Study questions on chapter 25:
1.
What do you learn about Balaam in the opening comment of this chapter.  See also 
Numbers 31:16 and Joshua 13:22.
2.
Using verses 1-3, answer the following questions.



-Where did Israel remain?



-What did the people do with the women of Moab?



-What other gross sins did they commit?



-Who was "Baal of Peor"?



-What was the Lord's response to what the people were doing?

3.
What did the Lord tell Moses to do about this terrible situation? (4)

4.
Using verses 5-9, answer the following questions.



-What did Moses tell the judges to do and why?



-What did the man of Israel and the Midianite woman do?



-What was the response of the people of Israel to what this woman had done?



-Who was Phinehas and what did he do in response to this great evil?



-What stopped the plague of judgment?



-How many died in the plague?
 
5.
According to verses 10-13, what blessing was pronounced on Phinehas by the Lord and 
for what reason?

6.
What were the names of the man and woman who died?  (14-15)
7.
What judgment was ordered by God against the Midianites and why?  (16-18)
8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 26

1 And it came to pass after the plague, that the Lord spake unto Moses and unto Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, saying,

2 Take the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, from twenty years old and upward, throughout their father's house, all that are able to go to war in Israel.

3 And Moses and Eleazar the priest spake with them in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying,

4 Take the sum of the people, from twenty years old and upward; as the Lord commanded Moses and the children of Israel, which went forth out of the land of Egypt.

5 Reuben, the eldest son of Israel: the children of Reuben; Hanoch, of whom cometh the family of the Hanochites: of Pallu, the family of the Palluites:

6 Of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites: of Carmi, the family of the Carmites.

7 These are the families of the Reubenites: and they that were numbered of them were forty and three thousand and seven hundred and thirty.

8 And the sons of Pallu; Eliab.

9 And the sons of Eliab; Nemuel, and Dathan, and Abiram. This is that Dathan and Abiram, which were famous in the congregation, who strove against Moses and against Aaron in the company of Korah, when they strove against the Lord:

10 And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed them up together with Korah, when that company died, what time the fire devoured two hundred and fifty men: and they became a sign.

11 Notwithstanding the children of Korah died not.

12 The sons of Simeon after their families: of Nemuel, the family of the Nemuelites: of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites: of Jachin, the family of the Jachinites:

13 Of Zerah, the family of the Zarhites: of Shaul, the family of the Shaulites.

14 These are the families of the Simeonites, twenty and two thousand and two hundred.

15 The children of Gad after their families: of Zephon, the family of the Zephonites: of Haggi, the family of the Haggites: of Shuni, the family of the Shunites:

16 Of Ozni, the family of the Oznites: of Eri, the family of the Erites:

17 Of Arod, the family of the Arodites: of Areli, the family of the Arelites.

18 These are the families of the children of Gad according to those that were numbered of them, forty thousand and five hundred.

19 The sons of Judah were Er and Onan: and Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan.

20 And the sons of Judah after their families were; of Shelah, the family of the Shelanites: of Pharez, the family of the Pharzites: of Zerah, the family of the Zarhites.

21 And the sons of Pharez were; of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites: of Hamul, the family of the Hamulites.

22 These are the families of Judah according to those that were numbered of them, threescore and sixteen thousand and five hundred.

23 Of the sons of Issachar after their families: of Tola, the family of the Tolaites: of Pua, the family of the Punites:

24 Of Jashub, the family of the Jashubites: of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites.

25 These are the families of Issachar according to those that were numbered of them, threescore and four thousand and three hundred.

26 Of the sons of Zebulun after their families: of Sered, the family of the Sardites: of Elon, the family of the Elonites: of Jahleel, the family of the Jahleelites.

27 These are the families of the Zebulunites according to those that were numbered of them, threescore thousand and five hundred.

28 The sons of Joseph after their families were Manasseh and Ephraim.

29 Of the sons of Manasseh: of Machir, the family of the Machirites: and Machir begat Gilead: of Gilead come the family of the Gileadites.

30 These are the sons of Gilead: of Jeezer, the family of the Jeezerites: of Helek, the family of the Helekites:

31 And of Asriel, the family of the Asrielites: and of Shechem, the family of the Shechemites:

32 And of Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites: and of Hepher, the family of the Hepherites.

33 And Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but daughters: and the names of the daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, and Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

34 These are the families of Manasseh, and those that were numbered of them, fifty and two thousand and seven hundred.

35 These are the sons of Ephraim after their families: of Shuthelah, the family of the Shuthalhites: of Becher, the family of the Bachrites: of Tahan, the family of the Tahanites.

36 And these are the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the family of the Eranites.

37 These are the families of the sons of Ephraim according to those that were numbered of them, thirty and two thousand and five hundred. These are the sons of Joseph after their families.

38 The sons of Benjamin after their families: of Bela, the family of the Belaites: of Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites: of Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites:

39 Of Shupham, the family of the Shuphamites: of Hupham, the family of the Huphamites.

40 And the sons of Bela were Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the family of the Ardites: and of Naaman, the family of the Naamites.

41 These are the sons of Benjamin after their families: and they that were numbered of them were forty and five thousand and six hundred.

42 These are the sons of Dan after their families: of Shuham, the family of the Shuhamites. These are the families of Dan after their families.

43 All the families of the Shuhamites, according to those that were numbered of them, were threescore and four thousand and four hundred.

44 Of the children of Asher after their families: of Jimna, the family of the Jimnites: of Jesui, the family of the Jesuites: of Beriah, the family of the Beriites.

45 Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the family of the Heberites: of Malchiel, the family of the Malchielites.

46 And the name of the daughter of Asher was Sarah.

47 These are the families of the sons of Asher according to those that were numbered of them; who were fifty and three thousand and four hundred.

48 Of the sons of Naphtali after their families: of Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeelites: of Guni, the family of the Gunites:

49 Of Jezer, the family of the Jezerites: of Shillem, the family of the Shillemites.

50 These are the families of Naphtali according to their families: and they that were numbered of them were forty and five thousand and four hundred.

51 These were the numbered of the children of Israel, six hundred thousand and a thousand seven hundred and thirty.

52 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

53 Unto these the land shall be divided for an inheritance according to the number of names.

54 To many thou shalt give the more inheritance, and to few thou shalt give the less inheritance: to every one shall his inheritance be given according to those that were numbered of him.

55 Notwithstanding the land shall be divided by lot: according to the names of the tribes of their fathers they shall inherit.

56 According to the lot shall the possession thereof be divided between many and few.

57 And these are they that were numbered of the Levites after their families: of Gershon, the family of the Gershonites: of Kohath, the family of the Kohathites: of Merari, the family of the Merarites.

58 These are the families of the Levites: the family of the Libnites, the family of the Hebronites, the family of the Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, the family of the Korathites. And Kohath begat Amram.

59 And the name of Amram's wife was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, whom her mother bare to Levi in Egypt: and she bare unto Amram Aaron and Moses, and Miriam their sister.

60 And unto Aaron was born Nadab, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

61 And Nadab and Abihu died, when they offered strange fire before the Lord.

62 And those that were numbered of them were twenty and three thousand, all males from a month old and upward: for they were not numbered among the children of Israel, because there was no inheritance given them among the children of Israel.

63 These are they that were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who numbered the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho.

64 But among these there was not a man of them whom Moses and Aaron the priest numbered, when they numbered the children of Israel in the wilderness of Sinai.

65 For the Lord had said of them, They shall surely die in the wilderness. And there was not left a man of them, save Caleb the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the son of Nun.

Outline 26:

(The second census of Israel.  Numbering the new generation of fighting men prior to entering Canaan after the last of the first generation died in the plague.) 

I.
And it came to pass, after the plague (chapter 25), that the Lord spoke to Moses and 
Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, saying:  "Take a census of all the congregation of the 
children of Israel from twenty years old and above, by their fathers' houses, all who are 
able to go to war in Israel."  (1-2)
II.
So Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with the people in the plains of Moab by the 
Jordan, across from Jericho, saying: "Take a census of the people from twenty years old 
and above, just as the Lord commanded Moses and the children of Israel who came out of 
the land of Egypt."  (Preparing the new generation to enter the Promised Land.) (3-4)
III.
Reuben. (5-11)

A.
Reuben was the firstborn of Israel. 

B.
The children of Reuben were: Of Hanoch, the family of the Hanochites; of Pallu, 


the family of the Palluites;  of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites; of Carmi, the 


family of the Carmites. 

C.
These are the families of the Reubenites: Those who were numbered of them were 

forty-three thousand seven hundred and thirty. 

D.
Eliab.



1.
The sons of Eliab were Nemuel, Dathan, and Abiram. 


2.
These are the Dathan and Abiram, representatives of the congregation, 



who contended against Moses and Aaron in the company of Korah, when 



they contended against the Lord and the earth opened its mouth and 



swallowed them up together with Korah when that company died, when 



the fire devoured two hundred and fifty men; and they became a sign. 



3.
Nevertheless the children of Korah did not die. (See Korah's rebellion in 



Numbers chapter 16.)
IV.
Simeon.  (12-14)

A.
The sons of Simeon according to their families were: Of Nemuel, the family of the 

Nemuelites; of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites; of Jachin, the family of the 


Jachinites;  of Zerah, the family of the Zarhites; of Shaul, the family of the 



Shaulites. 

B.
These are the families of the Simeonites: Twenty-two thousand two hundred. 

V.
Gad.  (15-18)


A.
The sons of Gad according to their families were: Of Zephon, the family of the 


Zephonites; of Haggi, the family of the Haggites; of Shuni, the family of the 


Shunites;  of Ozni, the family of the Oznites; of Eri, the family of the Erites; of 


Arod, the family of the Arodites; of Areli, the family of the Arelites. 

B.
These are the families of the sons of Gad according to those who were numbered 


of them: Forty thousand five hundred. 

VI.
Judah.  (19-22)


A.
The sons of Judah were Er and Onan; and Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan. 
B.
And the sons of Judah according to their families were: Of Shelah, the family of 


the Shelanites; of Perez, the family of the Parzites; of Zerah, the family of the 


Zarhites. And the sons of Perez were: of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites; of 


Hamul, the family of the Hamulites. 

C.
These are the families of Judah according to those who were numbered of them: 


Seventy-six thousand five hundred. 
VII.
Issachar.  (23-25)

A.
The sons of Issachar according to their families were: Of Tola, the family of the 


Tolaites; of Puah, the family of the Punites; of Jashub, the family of the 



Jashubites; of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites.  

B.
These are the families of Issachar according to those who were numbered of them: 

Sixty-four thousand three hundred. 
VIII.
Zebulun.  (26-27)

A.
The sons of Zebulun according to their families were: Of Sered, the family of the 


Sardites; of Elon, the family of the Elonites; of Jahleel, the family of the 



Jahleelites. 

B.
These are the families of the Zebulunites according to those who were numbered 


of them: Sixty thousand five hundred. 

IX.
Manasseh.  (28-34)


The sons of Joseph--according to their families--by Manasseh.  

A.
The sons of Manasseh according to their families were: Of Machir, the family of 


the Machirites; and Machir begot Gilead; of Gilead, the family of the Gileadites.  


These are the sons of Gilead: of Jeezer, the family of the Jeezerites; of Helek, the 


family of the Helekites;  of Asriel, the family of the Asrielites; of Shechem, the 


family of the Shechemites;  of Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites; of Hepher, 

the family of the Hepherites. Now Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons, but 


daughters; and the names of the daughters of Zelophehad were Mahlah, Noah, 


Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.  

B.
These are the families of Manasseh; and those who were numbered of them were 


fifty-two thousand seven hundred. 

X.
Ephraim.  (35-37)


The sons of Joseph--according to their families--by Ephraim.  


A.
The sons of Ephraim according to their families were:  Of Shuthelah, the family of 

the Shuthalhites; of Becher, the family of the Bachrites; of Tahan, the family of 


the Tahanites.  And these are the sons of Shuthelah: of Eran, the family of the 


Eranites. 

B.
These are the families of the sons of Ephraim according to those who were 


numbered of them: Thirty-two thousand five hundred.

C.
These are the sons of Joseph according to their families. 

XI.
Benjamin.  (38-41)


A.
The sons of Benjamin according to their families were: Of Bela, the family of the 


Belaites; of Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites; of Ahiram, the family of the 


Ahiramites;  of Shupham, the family of the Shuphamites; of Hupham, the family 


of the Huphamites.  And the sons of Bela were Ard and Naaman: of Ard, the 


family of the Ardites; of Naaman, the family of the Naamites. 

B.
These are the sons of Benjamin according to their families; and those who were 


numbered of them were forty-five thousand six hundred. 
XII.
Dan.  (42-43)


A.
The sons of Dan according to their families: Of Shuham, the family of the 



Shuhamites. These are the families of Dan according to their families.

B.
All the families of the Shuhamites, according to those who were numbered of 


them, were sixty-four thousand four hundred. 

XIII.
Asher.  (44-47)


A.
The sons of Asher according to their families were: Of Jimna, the family of the 


Jimnites; of Jesui, the family of the Jesuites; of Beriah, the family of the Beriites.  


Of the sons of Beriah: of Heber, the family of the Heberites; of Malchiel, the 


family of the Malchielites.  And the name of the daughter of Asher was Serah. 

B.
These are the families of the sons of Asher according to those who were 



numbered of them: Fifty-three thousand four hundred. 

XIV.
Napthtali.  (48-50)


A.
The sons of Naphtali according to their families were: Of Jahzeel, the family of 


the Jahzeelites; of Guni, the family of the Gunites;  of Jezer, the family of the 


Jezerites; of Shillem, the family of the Shillemites. 

B.
These are the families of Naphtali according to their families; and those who were 

numbered of them were forty-five thousand four hundred. 

XV.
The total: These are those who were numbered of the children of Israel: six hundred and 
one thousand seven hundred and thirty (601,730).  (51)
XVI.
Instructions for land division.  (52-56)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 

A.
To these the land shall be divided as an inheritance, according to the number of 


names. 

B.
To a large tribe you shall give a larger inheritance, and to a small tribe you shall 


give a smaller inheritance. 

C.
Each shall be given its inheritance according to those who were numbered of 


them. 

D.
But the land shall be divided by lot:



1.
They shall inherit according to the names of the tribes of their fathers. 


2.
According to the lot their inheritance shall be divided between the larger 



and the smaller.  (Larger tribes would receive more land, smaller would 



receive less.)
XVII.
The numbering of the Levites.  (57-62) 


A.
And these are those who were numbered of the Levites according to their families: 

Of Gershon, the family of the Gershonites; of Kohath, the family of the 



Kohathites; of Merari, the family of the Merarites.

B.
These are the families of the Levites: the family of the Libnites, the family of the 


Hebronites, the family of the Mahlites, the family of the Mushites, and the family 


of the Korathites. And Kohath begot Amram. 

C.
The name of Amram's wife was Jochebed the daughter of Levi, who was born to 


Levi in Egypt, and to Amram she bore Aaron and Moses and their sister Miriam.

D.
To Aaron were born Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar. 

E.
And Nadab and Abihu died when they offered profane fire before the Lord. 


F.
Now those who were numbered of them were twenty-three thousand, every male 


from a month old and above (23,000).

G.
They were not numbered among the other children of Israel, because there was no 


inheritance given to them among the children of Israel. 

XVIII.
Summary.  (63-65)


A.
These are those who were numbered by Moses and Eleazar the priest, who 


numbered the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from 


Jericho.

B.
But among these there was not a man of those who were numbered by Moses and 


Aaron the priest when they numbered the children of Israel in the Wilderness of 


Sinai.

C.
For the Lord had said of them, "They shall surely die in the wilderness." 

D.
So there was not left a man of them, except Caleb the son of Jephunneh and 


Joshua the son of Nun. 

Study questions on chapter 26:
1.
To whom did God speak in verse 1?
2.
What command was given by God?  (2)

3.
Where was Israel when this command was given?  (3)

4.
What did Moses and Aaron tell the people to do?  (4)

5.
 Fill in the following chart.



Verses

Tribe

Number 


5-11



12-14



15-18


19-22


 
23-25


 
26-27


 
28-34


 
35-37



38-41



42-43



44-47


 
48-50

6.
According to verse 51, what was the grand total of the census?

7.
Using verses 52-56, answer the following questions.



-How was the Promised Land to be divided?



-How were both the large and small tribes accommodated in the division.



-On what basis was the determination of "large" and "small" made?



-What method would be used to divide the land?
8.
Using verses 57-62, answer the following questions.



-What families of Levites are numbered?



-Who was Jochebed?  What were the names of her sons?



-Who was Miriam?



-What are the names of Aaron's sons?



-What happened to Nadab and Abihu?



-What was the total number of Levites?



-Why were the Levites not included in original census of Israel? 

9.
Using verses 63-65, answer the following questions about the summary of this chapter.
 



-Who did this census?


-Who did the census exclude?



-What happened to those counted in the previous census when Israel began their 


  journey? 


-What two men survived?

10.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 27

1 Then came the daughters of Zelophehad, the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Manasseh the son of Joseph: and these are the names of his daughters; Mahlah, Noah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Tirzah.

2 And they stood before Moses, and before Eleazar the priest, and before the princes and all the congregation, by the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, saying,

3 Our father died in the wilderness, and he was not in the company of them that gathered themselves together against the Lord in the company of Korah; but died in his own sin, and had no sons.

4 Why should the name of our father be done away from among his family, because he hath no son? Give unto us therefore a possession among the brethren of our father.

5 And Moses brought their cause before the Lord.

6 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

7 The daughters of Zelophehad speak right: thou shalt surely give them a possession of an inheritance among their father's brethren; and thou shalt cause the inheritance of their father to pass unto them.

8 And thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel, saying, If a man die, and have no son, then ye shall cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter.

9 And if he have no daughter, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his brethren.

10 And if he have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his father's brethren.

11 And if his father have no brethren, then ye shall give his inheritance unto his kinsman that is next to him of his family, and he shall possess it: and it shall be unto the children of Israel a statute of judgment, as the Lord commanded Moses.

12 And the Lord said unto Moses, Get thee up into this mount Abarim, and see the land which I have given unto the children of Israel.

13 And when thou hast seen it, thou also shalt be gathered unto thy people, as Aaron thy brother was gathered.

14 For ye rebelled against my commandment in the desert of Zin, in the strife of the congregation, to sanctify me at the water before their eyes: that is the water of Meribah in Kadesh in the wilderness of Zin.

15 And Moses spake unto the Lord, saying,

16 Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all flesh, set a man over the congregation,

17 Which may go out before them, and which may go in before them, and which may lead them out, and which may bring them in; that the congregation of the Lord be not as sheep which have no shepherd.

18 And the Lord said unto Moses, Take thee Joshua the son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit, and lay thine hand upon him;

19 And set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation; and give him a charge in their sight.

20 And thou shalt put some of thine honour upon him, that all the congregation of the children of Israel may be obedient.

21 And he shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall ask counsel for him after the judgment of Urim before the Lord: at his word shall they go out, and at his word they shall come in, both he, and all the children of Israel with him, even all the congregation.

22 And Moses did as the Lord commanded him: and he took Joshua, and set him before Eleazar the priest, and before all the congregation:

23 And he laid his hands upon him, and gave him a charge, as the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses.

Outline 27:
(From here to the conclusion of the book of Numbers, final instructions and preparations are made before Israel's entrance to the Promised Land.  The subjects concern wars with the enemy, laws governing judicial and worship matters, and instructions for land allotments.  The subjects of this chapter are inheritance laws and Joshua's succession of Moses as leader of Israel.)
I.
Inheritance Laws.  (1-11) 


A.
Then came the daughters of Zelophehad the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the 


son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, from the families of Manasseh the son of 


Joseph.



1.
These were the names of his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, 




Milcah, and Tirzah.  


2.
And they stood before Moses, before Eleazar the priest, and 




before the leaders and all the congregation by the doorway of the 




Tabernacle of meeting, saying: 



a.
Our father died in the wilderness; but he was not in the company of 



those who gathered together against the Lord in company with 




Korah, but he died in his own sin; and he had no sons. 



b.
Why should the name of our father be removed from among his 




family 
because he had no son? 



c.
Give us a possession among our father's brothers. 


(These women are claiming, by faith, the land they had never seen but had only 


heard about through their father who died with others of the previous generation. 


Likewise, we must claim our inheritance by faith.)


B.
So Moses brought their case before the Lord.   (There was no law concerning this, 

so Moses sought the Lord for an answer and the decision became legal



precedent.)



And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:  


1.
The daughters of Zelophehad speak what is right:  You shall surely give 



them a possession of inheritance among their father's brothers, and cause 



the inheritance of their father to pass to them. 


2.
And you shall speak to the children of Israel, saying: 



a.
If a man dies and has no son, then you shall cause his inheritance to 



pass to his daughter. 



b.
If he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his 




brothers. 



c.
If he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his 




father's brothers. 



d.
And if his father has no brothers, then you shall give his 





inheritance to the relative closest to him in his family, and he shall 




possess it.



e.
And it shall be to the children of Israel a statute of judgment, just 




as the Lord commanded Moses. 


(Normally and prior to this, women received only a dowry when they married.)

II.
Joshua to succeed Moses.  (12-23)

A.
Now the Lord said to Moses:


1.
Go up into this Mount Abarim, and see the land which I have given to the 



children of Israel. 


2.
And when you have seen it, you also shall be gathered to your people, as 



Aaron your brother was gathered.   ("Being gathered to your people" 



means Moses would join Old Testament believers who had passed on 



before him.)


3.
For in the Wilderness of Zin, during the strife of the congregation, you 



rebelled against My command to hallow Me at the waters before their 



eyes. (These are the waters of Meribah, at Kadesh in the Wilderness of 



Zin: Numbers 20:10-12.) 


B.
Then Moses spoke to the Lord, saying:  Let the Lord, the God of the spirits of all 


flesh, set a man over the congregation, who may go out before them and go in 


before them, who may lead them out and bring them in, that the congregation of 


the Lord may not be like sheep which have no shepherd. 


C.
And the Lord said to Moses: 


1.
Take Joshua the son of Nun with you, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay 


your hand on him.  (This signified a transfer of power and authority.  See 



Acts 6:6 and 1 Timothy 4:4.)


2.
Set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the congregation, and 



inaugurate him in their sight. 


3.
And you shall give some of your authority to him so that all the 




congregation of the children of Israel may be obedient. 


4.
He shall stand before Eleazar the priest, who shall inquire before the Lord 



for him by the judgment of the Urim. 


5.
At his word they shall go out, and at his word they shall come in, he and 



all the children of Israel with him--all the congregation. 


(Moses received guidance directly from God to lead the people through the 


wilderness.  Joshua, a warrior leading the conquest of Canaan, would receive 


direction from Eleazar, the high priest, as to when to advance and when 



to retreat.  See Exodus 28:30 and Leviticus 8:8.) 


D.
So Moses did as the Lord commanded him. 


1.
He took Joshua and set him before Eleazar the priest and before all the 



congregation. 


2.
And he laid his hands on him and inaugurated him, just as the Lord 



commanded by the hand of Moses. 

Study questions on chapter 27:
1.
Using the opening outline note, summarize the general content of the remaining chapters 
in Numbers.

2.
Using verses 1-11, answer the following questions.



-Who came to Moses with a request?



-Who was their father?



-What were their names?


-Summarize their request.  



-What did Moses do before giving them an answer?



-Summarize the inheritance law given by God in answer to Moses' inquiry.

3.
Using verses 12-13, answer the following questions.



-Where did the Lord tell Moses to go?



-What would he see?



-What would happen while he was there?


-For what reason would Moses not enter the Promised Land?

4.
Summarize the request made by Moses as recorded in verses 15-17.

5.
What was the Lord's response to Moses' request? (18-21)



-Who was he to anoint as a successor?



-What do you learn about Joshua?



-What was Eleazar to do?



-What was Moses to do?



-How would Joshua receive guidance?  


-How did this differ from how Moses received guidance from the Lord?

6.
What did Moses do in response to these instructions?  (22-23) 

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 28

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, My offering, and my bread for my sacrifices made by fire, for a sweet savour unto me, shall ye observe to offer unto me in their due season.

3 And thou shalt say unto them, This is the offering made by fire which ye shall offer unto the Lord; two lambs of the first year without spot day by day, for a continual burnt offering.

4 The one lamb shalt thou offer in the morning, and the other lamb shalt thou offer at even;

5 And a tenth part of an ephah of flour for a meat offering, mingled with the fourth part of an hin of beaten oil.

6 It is a continual burnt offering, which was ordained in mount Sinai for a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord.

7 And the drink offering thereof shall be the fourth part of an hin for the one lamb: in the holy place shalt thou cause the strong wine to be poured unto the Lord for a drink offering.

8 And the other lamb shalt thou offer at even: as the meat offering of the morning, and as the drink offering thereof, thou shalt offer it, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord.

9 And on the sabbath day two lambs of the first year without spot, and two tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, and the drink offering thereof:

10 This is the burnt offering of every sabbath, beside the continual burnt offering, and his drink offering.

11 And in the beginnings of your months ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the Lord; two young bullocks, and one ram, seven lambs of the first year without spot;

12 And three tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, for one bullock; and two tenth deals of flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, for one ram;

13 And a several tenth deal of flour mingled with oil for a meat offering unto one lamb; for a burnt offering of a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord.

14 And their drink offerings shall be half an hin of wine unto a bullock, and the third part of an hin unto a ram, and a fourth part of an hin unto a lamb: this is the burnt offering of every month throughout the months of the year.

15 And one kid of the goats for a sin offering unto the Lord shall be offered, beside the continual burnt offering, and his drink offering.

16 And in the fourteenth day of the first month is the passover of the Lord.

17 And in the fifteenth day of this month is the feast: seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten.

18 In the first day shall be an holy convocation; ye shall do no manner of servile work therein:

19 But ye shall offer a sacrifice made by fire for a burnt offering unto the Lord; two young bullocks, and one ram, and seven lambs of the first year: they shall be unto you without blemish:

20 And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil: three tenth deals shall ye offer for a bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram;

21 A several tenth deal shalt thou offer for every lamb, throughout the seven lambs:

22 And one goat for a sin offering, to make an atonement for you.

23 Ye shall offer these beside the burnt offering in the morning, which is for a continual burnt offering.

24 After this manner ye shall offer daily, throughout the seven days, the meat of the sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord: it shall be offered beside the continual burnt offering, and his drink offering.

25 And on the seventh day ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work.

26 Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye bring a new meat offering unto the Lord, after your weeks be out, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work:

27 But ye shall offer the burnt offering for a sweet savour unto the Lord; two young bullocks, one ram, seven lambs of the first year;

28 And their meat offering of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals unto one bullock, two tenth deals unto one ram,

29 A several tenth deal unto one lamb, throughout the seven lambs;

30 And one kid of the goats, to make an atonement for you.

31 Ye shall offer them beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, (they shall be unto you without blemish) and their drink offerings.

Outline 28:
(Ceremonial offerings.  Given by God  during the wilderness years, recorded in Leviticus, and  repeated here for the new generation entering Canaan. For commentary, see the Legacy Bible Outline on the book of Leviticus.) 

I.
Daily offerings.  (1-8) 


(See also Exodus 29:38-46; Leviticus 23:13,18,37; Numbers 6:15; and Deuteronomy 
32:38.)


Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Command the children of Israel, and say to them:


A.
My offering, My food for My offerings made by fire as a sweet aroma to Me, you 


shall be careful to offer to Me at their appointed time.

B.
This is the offering made by fire which you shall offer to the Lord: 


1.
Two male lambs in their first year without blemish, day-by-day, as a 



regular burnt offering. 


2.
The one lamb you shall offer in the morning, the other lamb you shall offer 


in the evening.



3.
The offering must be accompanied by one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour 



as a grain offering mixed with one-fourth of a hin of pressed oil. 


4.
It is a regular burnt offering which was ordained at Mount Sinai for a 



sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the Lord. 

C.
And its drink offering shall be one-fourth of a hin for each lamb; in a holy place 


you shall pour out the drink to the Lord as an offering. 

D.
The other lamb you shall offer in the evening:  As the morning grain offering and 


its drink offering, you shall offer it as an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to 


the Lord. 

II.
Sabbath offerings.  (9-10) 


A.
And on the Sabbath day offer two lambs in their first year, without blemish, and 


two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour as a grain offering, mixed with oil, with its 


drink offering.


B.
This is the burnt offering for every Sabbath, besides the regular burnt offering 


with its drink offering. 

III.
Monthly offerings.  (11-15) 


A.
At the beginnings of your months you shall present a burnt offering to the Lord: 


1.
Two young bulls, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year, without 



blemish.



2.
Three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour as a grain offering, mixed with oil, 



for each bull:




a.
Two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour as a grain offering, mixed 




with oil, for the one ram. 



b.
One-tenth of an ephah of fine flour, mixed with oil, as a grain 




offering for each lamb, as a burnt offering of sweet aroma, an 




offering made by fire to the Lord. 




B.
Their drink offering shall be half a hin of wine for a bull, one-third of a hin for a 


ram, and one-fourth of a hin for a lamb.


C.
This is the burnt offering for each month throughout the months of the year.

D.
Also one kid of the goats as a sin offering to the Lord shall be offered, besides the 


regular burnt offering and its drink offering. 

IV.
Annual offerings.  (16-31)


A.
Passover.  On the fourteenth day of the first month is the Passover of the Lord. 


(See Exodus 12 and Leviticus 23:5-14 for discussion on the feasts of Passover and 

Unleavened Bread.)


B.
Feast of Unleavened Bread.  



1.
On the fifteenth day of this month is the feast.



2.
Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days. 


3.
On the first day you shall have a holy convocation. 



a.
You shall do no customary work. 



b.
You shall present an offering made by fire as a burnt offering to the 



Lord: 




(1)
Two young bulls, one ram, and seven lambs in their first 





year. 




(2)
Be sure they are without blemish. 



c.
Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: Three-




tenths of an ephah you shall offer for a bull, and two-tenths for a 




ram; you shall offer one-tenth of an ephah for each of the seven 




lambs. 



d.
Also offer one goat as a sin offering, to make atonement for you. 



e.
You shall offer these besides the burnt offering of the morning, 




which is for a regular burnt offering. 


4.
In this manner you shall offer the food of the offering made by fire daily 



for seven days, as a sweet aroma to the Lord; it shall be offered besides the 


regular burnt offering and its drink offering. 


5.
And on the seventh day you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do 



no customary work. 


C.
Feast of Weeks (also called Pentecost).  



(See Leviticus 23:15-22 for discussion on the Feast of Weeks.)



1.
On the day of the firstfruits, when you bring a new grain offering to the 



Lord at your Feast of Weeks, you shall have a holy convocation. 


2.
You shall do no customary work. 


3.
You shall present a burnt offering as a sweet aroma to the Lord: 



a.
Two young bulls, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year, with 



their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil: Three-tenths of an 




ephah for each bull, two-tenths for the one ram,  and one-tenth for 




each of the seven lambs.




b.
Also offer one kid of the goats, to make atonement for you.



c.
Be sure they are without blemish. 



d.
You shall present them with their drink offerings, besides the 




regular burnt offering with its grain offering. 

Study questions on chapter 28:
1
According to the opening outline note, what is the subject of this chapter?  Why are these instructions, originally given in Exodus and Leviticus, repeated here?

2.
What is the subject of verses 1-8?
3.
What is the subject of verses 9-10?

4.
What is the subject of verses 11-15?

5.
What offerings are detailed in verses 16-31?

6.
Summarize the purpose/meaning of the following annual feasts:



-Passover: Exodus 12 and Leviticus 23:5-14.


-Unleavened Bread: Exodus 12 and Leviticus 23:5-14.


-Feast of Weeks--also called Pentecost:  Leviticus 23:15-22.
7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 29

1 And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work: it is a day of blowing the trumpets unto you.

2 And ye shall offer a burnt offering for a sweet savour unto the Lord; one young bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year without blemish:

3 And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals for a bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram,

4 And one tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs:

5 And one kid of the goats for a sin offering, to make an atonement for you:

6 Beside the burnt offering of the month, and his meat offering, and the daily burnt offering, and his meat offering, and their drink offerings, according unto their manner, for a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the Lord.

7 And ye shall have on the tenth day of this seventh month an holy convocation; and ye shall afflict your souls: ye shall not do any work therein:

8 But ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the Lord for a sweet savour; one young bullock, one ram, and seven lambs of the first year; they shall be unto you without blemish:

9 And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals to a bullock, and two tenth deals to one ram,

10 A several tenth deal for one lamb, throughout the seven lambs:

11 One kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the sin offering of atonement, and the continual burnt offering, and the meat offering of it, and their drink offerings.

12 And on the fifteenth day of the seventh month ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall do no servile work, and ye shall keep a feast unto the Lord seven days:

13 And ye shall offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord; thirteen young bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year; they shall be without blemish:

14 And their meat offering shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals unto every bullock of the thirteen bullocks, two tenth deals to each ram of the two rams,

15 And a several tenth deal to each lamb of the fourteen lambs:

16 And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink offering.

17 And on the second day ye shall offer twelve young bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs of the first year without spot:

18 And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:

19 And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and the meat offering thereof, and their drink offerings.

20 And on the third day eleven bullocks, two rams, fourteen lambs of the first year without blemish;

21 And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:

22 And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, and his drink offering.

23 And on the fourth day ten bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year without blemish:

24 Their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:

25 And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink offering.

26 And on the fifth day nine bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year without spot:

27 And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:

28 And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, and his drink offering.

29 And on the sixth day eight bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year without blemish:

30 And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:

31 And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink offering.

32 And on the seventh day seven bullocks, two rams, and fourteen lambs of the first year without blemish:

33 And their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:

34 And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering, and his drink offering.

35 On the eighth day ye shall have a solemn assembly: ye shall do no servile work therein:

36 But ye shall offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the Lord: one bullock, one ram, seven lambs of the first year without blemish:

37 Their meat offering and their drink offerings for the bullock, for the ram, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the manner:

38 And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering, and his drink offering.

39 These things ye shall do unto the Lord in your set feasts, beside your vows, and your freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings, and for your meat offerings, and for your drink offerings, and for your peace offerings.

40 And Moses told the children of Israel according to all that the Lord commanded Moses.

Outline 29:
(Annual offerings continued.)
I.
Feast of Trumpets offerings.  (1-6)

(See Leviticus 23:23-25 for discussion of the Feast of Trumpets.)


A.
And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a holy 


convocation. 

B.
You shall do no customary work. 

C.
For you it is a day of blowing the trumpets. 

D.
You shall offer a burnt offering as a sweet aroma to the Lord: 


1.
One young bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year, without 



blemish. 


2.
Their grain offering shall be fine flour mixed with oil: Three-tenths of an 



ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the ram, and one-tenth for each of the 



seven lambs. 

E.
Also offer one kid of the goats as a sin offering, to make atonement for you, 


besides the burnt offering with its grain offering for the New Moon, the 



regular burnt offering with its grain offering, and their drink offerings, according 


to their ordinance, as a sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the Lord. 

II.
Day of Atonement offerings.  (7-11)

(See Leviticus 23:26-32 for discussion of the Day of Atonement.)


A.
On the tenth day of this seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. 

B.
You shall afflict your souls.  (This was the one day of mourning for sin.  The other 

feasts were joyous.)

C.
You shall not do any work. 

D.
You shall present a burnt offering to the Lord as a sweet aroma: 


1.
One young bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year. Be sure they 



are without blemish. 


2.
Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: Three-tenths of 



an ephah for the bull, two-tenths for the one ram,  and one-tenth for each 



of the seven lambs.



3.
Also offer one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the sin offering 



for atonement, the regular burnt offering with its grain offering, and their 



drink offerings. 

III.
Feast of Tabernacles offerings.  (12-38)

(See Leviticus 23:33-44 for discussion of the Feast of Tabernacles.)


A.
On the fifteenth day of the seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. 

B.
You shall do no customary work.


C.
You shall keep a feast to the Lord seven days. 


1.
On the first day. 



a.
You shall present a burnt offering, an offering made by fire as a 




sweet aroma to the Lord: Thirteen young bulls, two rams, and 




fourteen lambs in their first year. They shall be without blemish. 



b.
Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: Three-




tenths of an ephah for each of the thirteen bulls, two-tenths for 




each of the two rams,  and one-tenth for each of the fourteen 




lambs. 



c.
Also offer one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the regular 



burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering. 



2.
On the second day.




a.
Present twelve young bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs in their first 




year without blemish.




b.
Their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the 




rams, and for the lambs, by their number, according to the 





ordinance.




c.
Also offer one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the regular 



burnt offering with its grain offering, and their drink offerings. 



3.
On the third day.




a.
Present eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs in their first year 




without blemish, and their grain offering and their drink offerings 




for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their number, 




according to the ordinance.




b.
Also offer one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt 




offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering. 



4.
On the fourth day.




a.
Present ten bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year, 




without blemish,  and their grain offering and their drink offerings 




for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their number, 




according to the ordinance.




b.
Also offer one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the regular 



burnt offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering. 



5.
On the fifth day.




a.
Present nine bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year 




without blemish,  and their grain offering and their drink offerings 




for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their number, 




according to the ordinance.




b.
Also offer one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt 




offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering. 



6.
On the sixth day.




a.
Present eight bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year 




without blemish, and their grain offering and their drink offerings 




for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their number, 




according to the ordinance.




b.
Also offer one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt 




offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering. 



7.
On the seventh day.




a.
Present seven bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year 



without blemish,  and their grain offering and their drink offerings 




for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their number, 




according to the ordinance.




b.
Also offer one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt 




offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering. 



8.
On the eighth day.




a.
You shall have a sacred assembly. 



b.
You shall do no customary work. 



c.
You shall present a burnt offering, an offering made by fire as a 




sweet aroma to the Lord: One bull, one ram, seven lambs in their 




first year without blemish,  and their grain offering and their drink 




offerings for the bull, for the ram, and for the lambs, by their 




number, according to the ordinance.




d.
Also offer one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt 




offering, its grain offering, and its drink offering. 

IV.
These you shall present to the Lord at your appointed feasts--besides your vowed 
offerings and your freewill offerings--as your burnt offerings and your grain offerings, as 

your drink offerings and your peace offerings. (39) 

V.
So Moses told the children of Israel everything, just as the Lord commanded Moses. (40)
Study questions on chapter 29:
1.
Summarize the purpose/meaning of the Feast of Trumpets. (1-6 and Leviticus 23:23-25)

2.
Summarize the purpose/meaning of the Day of Atonement.  (7-11 and Leviticus 23:26-32)

3.
Summarize the purpose/meaning of the Feast of Tabernacles.  (12-38 and Leviticus 
23:33-44)

4.
What summary statement is made in verse 39 regarding the offerings?

5.
What did Moses do according to verse 40?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 30

1 And Moses spake unto the heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, saying, This is the thing which the Lord hath commanded.

2 If a man vow a vow unto the Lord, or swear an oath to bind his soul with a bond; he shall not break his word, he shall do according to all that proceedeth out of his mouth.

3 If a woman also vow a vow unto the Lord, and bind herself by a bond, being in her father's house in her youth;

4 And her father hear her vow, and her bond wherewith she hath bound her soul, and her father shall hold his peace at her: then all her vows shall stand, and every bond wherewith she hath bound her soul shall stand.

5 But if her father disallow her in the day that he heareth; not any of her vows, or of her bonds wherewith she hath bound her soul, shall stand: and the Lord shall forgive her, because her father disallowed her.

6 And if she had at all an husband, when she vowed, or uttered ought out of her lips, wherewith she bound her soul;

7 And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her in the day that he heard it: then her vows shall stand, and her bonds wherewith she bound her soul shall stand.

8 But if her husband disallowed her on the day that he heard it; then he shall make her vow which she vowed, and that which she uttered with her lips, wherewith she bound her soul, of none effect: and the Lord shall forgive her.

9 But every vow of a widow, and of her that is divorced, wherewith they have bound their souls, shall stand against her.

10 And if she vowed in her husband's house, or bound her soul by a bond with an oath;

11 And her husband heard it, and held his peace at her, and disallowed her not: then all her vows shall stand, and every bond wherewith she bound her soul shall stand.

12 But if her husband hath utterly made them void on the day he heard them; then whatsoever proceeded out of her lips concerning her vows, or concerning the bond of her soul, shall not stand: her husband hath made them void; and the Lord shall forgive her.

13 Every vow, and every binding oath to afflict the soul, her husband may establish it, or her husband may make it void.

14 But if her husband altogether hold his peace at her from day to day; then he establisheth all 
her vows, or all her bonds, which are upon her: he confirmeth them, because he held his peace at her in the day that he heard them.

15 But if he shall any ways make them void after that he hath heard them; then he shall bear her iniquity.

16 These are the statutes, which the Lord commanded Moses, between a man and his wife, between the father and his daughter, being yet in her youth in her father's house.

Outline 30:

(Laws regarding vows.  Vows were a verbal contract with others and/or a pledge to God and were taken quite seriously.)

Then Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, saying:

This is the thing which the Lord has commanded regarding vows: 
I.
Vow by a man:  (1-2)

A.
If a man makes a vow to the Lord or swears an oath to bind himself by some 


agreement, he shall not break his word.


B.
He shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth. 

II.
Vow by an unmarried woman:  If a woman makes a vow to the Lord, and binds herself by 
some agreement while in her father's house in her youth: (3-5)

A.
If her father hears her vow and the agreement by which she has bound herself, and 

her father holds his peace, then all her vows shall stand, and every agreement with 

which she has bound herself shall stand. 

B.
But if her father overrules her on the day that he hears, then none of her vows nor 


her agreements by which she has bound herself shall stand; and the Lord will 


release her, because her father overruled her. 

(A father was legally and financially responsible for an unmarried woman, and thus 
had the right to overrule her vow.)

III.
Vow by a married woman:   If indeed a woman takes a husband, while bound by her vows 
or by a rash utterance from her lips by which she bound herself:  (6-8)


A.
If her husband hears it, and makes no response to her on the day that he hears, 


then her vows shall stand, and her agreements by which she bound herself shall 


stand. 

B.
But if her husband overrules her on the day that he hears it, he shall make void her 

vow which she took and what she uttered with her lips, by which she bound 


herself, and the Lord will release her. 

(A husband was legally and financially responsible for a married woman, and thus had 
the right to overrule her vow.)

IV.
Vow by a widowed or divorced woman:  Also any vow of a widow or a divorced woman, 
by which she has bound herself, shall stand against her.  (9)
V.
Confirmation of a women's vow.  (10-15)  


A.
If she vowed in her husband's house, or bound herself by an agreement with an 


oath, and her husband heard it, and made no response to her and did not overrule 


her, then all her vows shall stand, and every agreement by which she bound 


herself shall stand.

B.
But if her husband truly made them void on the day he heard them, then whatever 


proceeded from her lips concerning her vows or concerning the agreement binding 

her, it shall not stand; her husband has made them void, and the Lord will release 


her.

C.
Every vow and every binding oath to afflict her soul, her husband may confirm it, 


or her husband may make it void. 

D.
Now if her husband makes no response whatever to her from day-to-day, then he 


confirms all her vows or all the agreements that bind her.  He confirms them, 


because he made no response to her on the day that he heard them.  

E.
But if he does make them void after he has heard them, then he shall bear her 


guilt. 

VI.
These are the statutes which the Lord commanded Moses, between a man and his wife, 
and between a father and his daughter in her youth in her father's house.  (16)

(Vows are not to be taken lightly.  One is under no obligation to make a vow, but if one 
chooses to do so they must fulfill it:  Ecclesiastes 5:4-5.) 

Study questions on chapter 30:
1.
To whom is Moses speaking in this chapter and what is the subject?  (1-2)


2.
Summarize the regulations for a vow made by a man.  (2)

3.
Summarize the regulations for a vow made by an unmarried woman.  (3-5)

4.
Summarize the regulations for a vow made by married woman.  (6-8)

5.
Summarize the regulations for a vow made by a widowed or divorced woman.  (9)

6.
Summarize the regulations for confirming a woman's vow.  (10-15)
7.
What is the summary statement in verse 16?

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  Consider the final 
outline note as you answer.  See also Ecclesiastes 5:4-5.
Numbers 31

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Avenge the children of Israel of the Midianites: afterward shalt thou be gathered unto thy people.

3 And Moses spake unto the people, saying, Arm some of yourselves unto the war, and let them go against the Midianites, and avenge the Lord of Midian.

4 Of every tribe a thousand, throughout all the tribes of Israel, shall ye send to the war.

5 So there were delivered out of the thousands of Israel, a thousand of every tribe, twelve thousand armed for war.

6 And Moses sent them to the war, a thousand of every tribe, them and Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, to the war, with the holy instruments, and the trumpets to blow in his hand.

7 And they warred against the Midianites, as the Lord commanded Moses; and they slew all the males.

8 And they slew the kings of Midian, beside the rest of them that were slain; namely, Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian: Balaam also the son of Beor they slew with the sword.

9 And the children of Israel took all the women of Midian captives, and their little ones, and took the spoil of all their cattle, and all their flocks, and all their goods.

10 And they burnt all their cities wherein they dwelt, and all their goodly castles, with fire.

11 And they took all the spoil, and all the prey, both of men and of beasts.

12 And they brought the captives, and the prey, and the spoil, unto Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and unto the congregation of the children of Israel, unto the camp at the plains of Moab, which are by Jordan near Jericho.

13 And Moses, and Eleazar the priest, and all the princes of the congregation, went forth to meet them without the camp.

14 And Moses was wroth with the officers of the host, with the captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, which came from the battle.

15 And Moses said unto them, Have ye saved all the women alive?

16 Behold, these caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to commit trespass against the Lord in the matter of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of the Lord.

17 Now therefore kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman that hath known man by lying with him.

18 But all the women children, that have not known a man by lying with him, keep alive for yourselves.

19 And do ye abide without the camp seven days: whosoever hath killed any person, and whosoever hath touched any slain, purify both yourselves and your captives on the third day, and on the seventh day.

20 And purify all your raiment, and all that is made of skins, and all work of goats' hair, and all things made of wood.

21 And Eleazar the priest said unto the men of war which went to the battle, This is the ordinance of the law which the Lord commanded Moses;

22 Only the gold, and the silver, the brass, the iron, the tin, and the lead,

23 Every thing that may abide the fire, ye shall make it go through the fire, and it shall be clean: nevertheless it shall be purified with the water of separation: and all that abideth not the fire ye shall make go through the water.

24 And ye shall wash your clothes on the seventh day, and ye shall be clean, and afterward ye shall come into the camp.

25 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

26 Take the sum of the prey that was taken, both of man and of beast, thou, and Eleazar the priest, and the chief fathers of the congregation:

27 And divide the prey into two parts; between them that took the war upon them, who went out to battle, and between all the congregation:

28 And levy a tribute unto the Lord of the men of war which went out to battle: one soul of five hundred, both of the persons, and of the beeves, and of the asses, and of the sheep:

29 Take it of their half, and give it unto Eleazar the priest, for an heave offering of the Lord.

30 And of the children of Israel's half, thou shalt take one portion of fifty, of the persons, of the beeves, of the asses, and of the flocks, of all manner of beasts, and give them unto the Levites, which keep the charge of the tabernacle of the Lord.

31 And Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the Lord commanded Moses.

32 And the booty, being the rest of the prey which the men of war had caught, was six hundred thousand and seventy thousand and five thousand sheep,

33 And threescore and twelve thousand beeves,

34 And threescore and one thousand asses,

35 And thirty and two thousand persons in all, of woman that had not known man by lying with him.

36 And the half, which was the portion of them that went out to war, was in number three hundred thousand and seven and thirty thousand and five hundred sheep:

37 And the Lord's tribute of the sheep was six hundred and threescore and fifteen.

38 And the beeves were thirty and six thousand; of which the Lord's tribute was threescore and twelve.

39 And the asses were thirty thousand and five hundred; of which the Lord's tribute was threescore and one.

40 And the persons were sixteen thousand; of which the Lord's tribute was thirty and two persons.

41 And Moses gave the tribute, which was the Lord's heave offering, unto Eleazar the priest, as the Lord commanded Moses.

42 And of the children of Israel's half, which Moses divided from the men that warred,

43(Now the half that pertained unto the congregation was three hundred thousand and thirty thousand and seven thousand and five hundred sheep,

44 And thirty and six thousand beeves,

45 And thirty thousand asses and five hundred,

46 And sixteen thousand persons;)

47 Even of the children of Israel's half, Moses took one portion of fifty, both of man and of beast, and gave them unto the Levites, which kept the charge of the tabernacle of the Lord; as the Lord commanded Moses.

48 And the officers which were over thousands of the host, the captains of thousands, and captains of hundreds, came near unto Moses:

49 And they said unto Moses, Thy servants have taken the sum of the men of war which are under our charge, and there lacketh not one man of us.

50 We have therefore brought an oblation for the Lord, what every man hath gotten, of jewels of gold, chains, and bracelets, rings, earrings, and tablets, to make an atonement for our souls before the Lord.

51 And Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold of them, even all wrought jewels.

52 And all the gold of the offering that they offered up to the Lord, of the captains of thousands, and of the captains of hundreds, was sixteen thousand seven hundred and fifty shekels.

53(For the men of war had taken spoil, every man for himself.)

54 And Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold of the captains of thousands and of hundreds, and brought it into the tabernacle of the congregation, for a memorial for the children of Israel before the Lord.

Outline 31:
(The Midianites were idolaters and an immensely evil confederation of tribes who were nomads of the Sinai Desert, the Negev, and East Jordan.  Israel was directed to take vengeance on them as judgment sent from God.  The church has no such mandate from God because our enemies are not flesh and blood: Ephesians 6:1. Our enemies and weapons are spiritual:  2 Corinthians 10:1-6.)

I.
Vengeance on the Midianites.  (1-11) 


A.
And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:


1.
Take vengeance on the Midianites for the children of Israel. 


2.
Afterward you shall be gathered to your people. 


B.
So Moses spoke to the people, saying:



1.
Arm some of yourselves for war, and let them go against the Midianites to 



take vengeance for the Lord on Midian. 


2.
Send a thousand from each tribe of all the tribes of Israel to the war. 



3.
So there were recruited from the divisions of Israel one thousand from 



each tribe, twelve thousand armed for war. 


4.
Then Moses sent them to the war, one thousand from each tribe:  He sent 



them to the war along with Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, with the 



holy articles and the signal trumpets in his hand. 

C.
And they warred against the Midianites, just as the Lord commanded Moses:



1.
They killed all the males.


2. 
They killed the kings of Midian with the rest of those who were killed--



Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, the five kings of Midian. They also killed 


Balaam the son of Beor with the sword. 


3.
And the children of Israel took the women of Midian captive, with their 



little ones, and took as spoil all their cattle, all their flocks, and all their 



goods. 


4.
They also burned with fire all the cities where they dwelt, and all their 



forts. 


5.
And they took all the spoil and all the booty--of man and beast. 

II.
Return from the war.  (12-24) 


A.
Then they brought the captives, the booty, and the spoil to Moses, to Eleazar the 


priest, and to the congregation of the children of Israel, to the camp in the plains 


of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho.  And Moses, Eleazar the priest, and 


all the leaders of the congregation, went to meet them outside the camp. 

B.
But Moses was angry with the officers of the army, with the captains over 



thousands and captains over hundreds, who had come from the battle.  And Moses 

said to them: 


1.
Have you kept all the women alive? 


2.
Look, these women caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of 



Balaam, to trespass against the Lord in the incident of Peor, and there was 



a plague among the congregation of the Lord.


3.
Now therefore, kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman 


who has known a man intimately. 


4.
But keep alive for yourselves all the young girls who have not known a 



man intimately. 


5.
And as for you, whoever has killed any person and whoever has touched 



any slain, remain outside the camp seven days:




a.
Purify yourselves and your captives on the third day and on the 




seventh day. 



b.
Purify every garment, everything made of leather, everything 




woven of goats' hair, and everything made of wood. 

C.
Then Eleazar the priest said to the men of war who had gone to the battle:



This is the ordinance of the law which the Lord commanded Moses:  



1.
The gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and the lead--everything 



that can endure fire, you shall put through the fire, and it shall 




be clean; and it shall be purified with the water of purification. 


2.
All that cannot endure fire you shall put through water. 


3.
And you shall wash your clothes on the seventh day and be clean, and 



afterward you may come into the camp.   (The warriors must be purified, 



as they
had shed human blood in battle.)
III.
Division of the plunder (the spoils of war).  (25-53) 


A.
Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 


1.
Count up the plunder that was taken--of man and beast--you and Eleazar 



the priest and the chief fathers of the congregation; and divide the plunder 



into two parts, between those who took part in the war by going to battle 



and all of the congregation. 


2.
And levy a tribute for the Lord on the men of war who went out to battle: 



One of every five hundred of the persons, the cattle, the donkeys, and the 



sheep.  Take it from their half, and give it to Eleazar the priest as a heave 



offering to the Lord. 


3.
And from the children of Israel's half you shall take one of every fifty, 



drawn from the persons, the cattle, the donkeys, and the sheep, from all the 


livestock, and give them to the Levites who keep charge of the Tabernacle 



of the Lord.

B.
So Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the Lord commanded Moses. 



1.
The booty remaining from the plunder, which the men of war had taken, 



was six hundred and seventy-five thousand sheep, seventy-two 




thousand cattle,  sixty-one thousand donkeys,  and thirty-two thousand 



persons in all, of women who had not known a man intimately.


2.
And the half, the portion for those who had gone out to war, was in 



number three hundred and thirty-seven thousand five hundred sheep;  and 



the Lord's tribute of the sheep was six hundred and seventy-five. 


3.
The cattle were thirty-six thousand, of which the Lord's tribute was 



seventy-two. 


4.
The donkeys were thirty thousand five hundred, of which the Lord's tribute 


was sixty-one. 


5.
The persons were sixteen thousand, of which the Lord's tribute was thirty-



two persons. 

C.
So Moses gave the tribute which was the Lord's heave offering to Eleazar the 


priest, as the Lord commanded Moses. 


D.
And Moses separated the men who fought from the children of Israel.



1.
The half belonging to the congregation was three hundred and thirty-



seven thousand five hundred sheep,  thirty-six thousand cattle,  thirty 



thousand five hundred donkeys,  and sixteen thousand persons.



2.
From the children of Israel's half Moses took one of every fifty, drawn 



from man and beast, and gave them to the Levites, who kept charge of the 



Tabernacle of the Lord, as the Lord commanded Moses. 


E.
Then the officers who were over thousands of the army, the captains of thousands 


and captains of hundreds, came near to Moses and said:



1.
Your servants have taken a count of the men of war who are under our 



command, and not a man of us is missing. 


2.
Therefore we have brought an offering for the Lord, what every man found 


of ornaments of gold--armlets, bracelets, signet rings, earrings, and 



necklaces, to make atonement for ourselves before the Lord.

F.
So Moses and Eleazar the priest received the gold from them, all the fashioned 


ornaments. 


1.
And all the gold of the offering that they offered to the Lord, from the 



captains of thousands and captains of hundreds, was sixteen thousand 



seven hundred and fifty shekels--the men of war had taken spoil, every 



man for himself.


2.
And Moses and Eleazar the priest received the gold from the captains of 



thousands and of hundreds, and brought it into the Tabernacle of meeting 



as a memorial for the children of Israel before the Lord. 


(The people were faithful stewards of the resources God had placed into their hands, as 
so should we be.  For guidelines in stewardship, see the Harvestime International 
Network publication entitled "Divine Provision"  available free at 
http://www.harvestime.org)

Study questions on chapter 31:
1.
What do you learn about the Midianites in the opening outline note of this chapter?

2.
According to the opening note and verses 1-2, what was Israel to do to the Midianites and why?

3.
How does the battle of the Church differ from the warfare detailed here?  (see 

Ephesians 6:1 and 2 Corinthians 10:1-6 and the opening outline note)

4.
According to verse 2, what would happen after the Midianites were conquered?

5.
What was the purpose of this battle?  (3b)

6.
How many men were armed and sent to war?  (4-6)

7.
Who accompanied the Israeli army?  What did he take with him?  (6)

8.
Summarize the results of the battle as detailed in verses 7-11.
9.
To whom did the warriors of Israel present the spoil?  (12-13)

10.
Why was Moses upset with the officers?  (14-16)
11.
What command did Moses give in verses 17-18?
12.
Where were the warriors who had killed anyone to stay temporarily, for how long, and 
what were they to do during this time?  (19-20)
13.
What did Eleazar command regarding the spoils of war?  (21-23)

14.
What were the warriors to do on the seventh day? (24)
15.
What instructions did God give Moses regarding the prey from the battle?  (25-31)
16.
What do verses 32-47 concern?
17.
What did the officers of the army bring to Moses; for what purpose; and what did Moses 
and Eleazar do with it?  (48-52)

18.
What did each soldier receive?  (53)

19.
What did Moses and Eleazar do with the gold brought by the captains?  (54)

20.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 32

1 Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great multitude of cattle: and when they saw the land of Jazer, and the land of Gilead, that, behold, the place was a place for cattle;

2 The children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spake unto Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, and unto the princes of the congregation, saying,

3 Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah, and Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Shebam, and Nebo, and Beon,

4 Even the country which the Lord smote before the congregation of Israel, is a land for cattle, and thy servants have cattle:

5 Wherefore, said they, if we have found grace in thy sight, let this land be given unto thy servants for a possession, and bring us not over Jordan.

6 And Moses said unto the children of Gad and to the children of Reuben, Shall your brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here?

7 And wherefore discourage ye the heart of the children of Israel from going over into the land which the Lord hath given them?

8 Thus did your fathers, when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the land.

9 For when they went up unto the valley of Eshcol, and saw the land, they discouraged the heart of the children of Israel, that they should not go into the land which the Lord had given them.

10 And the Lord's anger was kindled the same time, and he sware, saying,

11 Surely none of the men that came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, shall see the land which I sware unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob; because they have not wholly followed me:

12 Save Caleb the son of Jephunneh the Kenezite, and Joshua the son of Nun: for they have wholly followed the Lord.

13 And the Lord's anger was kindled against Israel, and he made them wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation, that had done evil in the sight of the Lord, was consumed.

14 And, behold, ye are risen up in your fathers' stead, an increase of sinful men, to augment yet the fierce anger of the Lord toward Israel.

15 For if ye turn away from after him, he will yet again leave them in the wilderness; and ye shall destroy all this people.

16 And they came near unto him, and said, We will build sheepfolds here for our cattle, and cities for our little ones:

17 But we ourselves will go ready armed before the children of Israel, until we have brought them unto their place: and our little ones shall dwell in the fenced cities because of the inhabitants of the land.

18 We will not return unto our houses, until the children of Israel have inherited every man his inheritance.

19 For we will not inherit with them on yonder side Jordan, or forward; because our inheritance is fallen to us on this side Jordan eastward.

20 And Moses said unto them, If ye will do this thing, if ye will go armed before the Lord to war,

21 And will go all of you armed over Jordan before the Lord, until he hath driven out his enemies from before him,

22 And the land be subdued before the Lord: then afterward ye shall return, and be guiltless before the Lord, and before Israel; and this land shall be your possession before the Lord.

23 But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the Lord: and be sure your sin will find you out.

24 Build you cities for your little ones, and folds for your sheep; and do that which hath proceeded out of your mouth.

25 And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben spake unto Moses, saying, Thy servants will do as my lord commandeth.

26 Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our cattle, shall be there in the cities of Gilead:

27 But thy servants will pass over, every man armed for war, before the Lord to battle, as my lord saith.

28 So concerning them Moses commanded Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun, and the chief fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel:

29 And Moses said unto them, If the children of Gad and the children of Reuben will pass with you over Jordan, every man armed to battle, before the Lord, and the land shall be subdued before you; then ye shall give them the land of Gilead for a possession:

30 But if they will not pass over with you armed, they shall have possessions among you in the land of Canaan.

31 And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben answered, saying, As the Lord hath said unto thy servants, so will we do.

32 We will pass over armed before the Lord into the land of Canaan, that the possession of our inheritance on this side Jordan may be ours.

33 And Moses gave unto them, even to the children of Gad, and to the children of Reuben, and unto half the tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land, with the cities thereof in the coasts, even the cities of the country round about.

34 And the children of Gad built Dibon, and Ataroth, and Aroer,

35 And Atroth, Shophan, and Jaazer, and Jogbehah,

36 And Beth-nimrah, and Beth-haran, fenced cities: and folds for sheep.

37 And the children of Reuben built Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Kirjathaim,

38 And Nebo, and Baal-meon, (their names being changed,) and Shibmah: and gave other names unto the cities which they builded.

39 And the children of Machir the son of Manasseh went to Gilead, and took it, and dispossessed the Amorite which was in it.

40 And Moses gave Gilead unto Machir the son of Manasseh; and he dwelt therein.

41 And Jair the son of Manasseh went and took the small towns thereof, and called them Havoth-jair.

42 And Nobah went and took Kenath, and the villages thereof, and called it Nobah, after his own name.

Outline 32:

(Gad and Reuben's request.)

I.
A request by Gad and Reuben to settle  east of the Jordan.  (1-5) 


(See also Deuteronomy 3:12-22.)


Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great multitude of 
livestock; and when they saw the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead, that indeed the 
region was a place for livestock,  the children of Gad and the children of Reuben came 
and spoke to Moses, to Eleazar the priest, and to the leaders of the congregation, saying:


A.
Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Shebam, Nebo, and 



Beon--the country which the Lord defeated before the congregation of 



Israel--is a land for livestock, and your servants have livestock.

B.
If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to your servants 


as a possession. Do not take us over the Jordan River. 

(This was a choice based on sight, the same mistake Lot made in Genesis 13.  They saw 
the land was good for their purposes and that the battle had already been fought and won 
for this land.  In reality, their choice  meant they were rejecting the inheritance God had 
for them.  Gilead was so tempting that they didn't want to cross Jordan.  They did not 
wholly 
follow the Lord:  Verse 12.   They preferred to live on the border of God's 
blessing.   The ramifications of this decisions were many.  They were the first to succumb 
to idolatry; the first to be taken into captivity: 2 Kings 15-29; and their degenerate state 
is seen in the story of the Gadarenes of Mark 5:1-17 where they are raising pigs and 
more concerned about their economy than a man's deliverance.  See also Judges 10:6-9; 
1 Kings 22:3; 2 Kings 10:32-33; 15:27-29; and 1 Chronicles 5:18-26. )

II.
Moses responds.  (6-15)

And Moses said to the children of Gad and to the children of Reuben: 

A.
Shall your brethren go to war while you sit here? 

B.
Now why will you discourage the heart of the children of Israel from going over 


into the land which the Lord has given them? 

C.
Thus your fathers did when I sent them away from Kadesh Barnea to see the land. 


1.
For when they went up to the Valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they 



discouraged the heart of the children of Israel, so that they did not go into 



the land which the Lord had given them. 


2.
So the Lord's anger was aroused on that day, and He swore an oath, 



saying: 




a.
Surely none of the men who came up from Egypt, from twenty 




years old and above, shall see the land of which I swore to 





Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because they have not wholly followed 



Me.




b.
Except Caleb, the son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite, and Joshua, the 




son of Nun, for they have wholly followed the Lord.


3.
So the Lord's anger was aroused against Israel, and He made them wander 



in the wilderness forty years, until all the generation that had done evil in 



the sight of the Lord was gone. 

D.
And look! You have risen in your fathers' place, a brood of sinful men, to increase 

still more the fierce anger of the Lord against Israel. 

E.
For if you turn away from following Him, He will once again leave them in the 


wilderness, and you will destroy all these people.
III.
Gad and Reuben reason with Moses.  (16-19)

Then they came near to him and said: 

A.
We will build sheepfolds here for our livestock, and cities for our little ones,  but 


we ourselves will be armed, ready to go before the children of Israel until we have 

brought them to their place; and our little ones will dwell in the fortified cities 


because of the inhabitants of the land. 

B.
We will not return to our homes until every one of the children of Israel has 


received his inheritance. 

C.
For we will not inherit with them on the other (west) side of the Jordan and 


beyond, because our inheritance has fallen to us on this eastern side of the Jordan. 
IV.
A compromise is proposed. (20-24)

Then Moses said to them: 

A.
If you do this thing, if you arm yourselves before the Lord for the war,  and all 


your armed men cross over the Jordan before the Lord until He has driven out His 


enemies from before Him,  and the land is subdued before the Lord, then 



afterward you may return and be blameless before the Lord and before Israel (in 


this matter); and this land shall be your possession before the Lord. 

B.
But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against the Lord; and be 


sure your sin will find you out. 

C.
Build cities for your little ones and folds for your sheep, and do what has 



proceeded out of your mouth. 

(Note the repeated use of the word "your".  This is "your possession, the words out of 
your mouth" etc.  This was their choice for themselves, not God's original plan.)

V.
The people of Gad and Ruben agree.  (25-27)

And the children of Gad and the children of Reuben spoke to Moses, saying:

A.
Your servants will do as my lord commands. 

B.
Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our livestock will be there in the 


cities of Gilead.


C.
But your servants will cross over, every man armed for war, before the Lord to 


battle, just as my lord says.
VI.
A command is issued.  (28-30) 


So Moses gave command concerning them to Eleazar the priest, to Joshua the son of 
Nun, and to the chief fathers of the tribes of the children of Israel. And Moses said to 
them: 

A.
If the children of Gad and the children of Reuben cross over the Jordan with you, 


every man armed for battle before the Lord, and the land is subdued before you, 


then you shall give them the land of Gilead as a possession. 

B.
But if they do not cross over armed with you, they shall have possessions among 


you in the land of Canaan. 

VII.
The tribes of Gad and Ruben respond.  (31-32)


Then the children of Gad and the children of Reuben answered, saying: 

A.
As the Lord has said to your servants, so we will do. 

B.
We will cross over armed before the Lord into the land of Canaan.


C.
But the possession of our inheritance shall remain with us on this side of the 


Jordan.  (They fulfilled their promise:  Joshua 12-16.)
VIII.
The land east of Jordan is allotted.  (33-42)


A.
So Moses gave to the children of Gad, to the children of Reuben, and to half the 


tribe of Manasseh the son of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites 


and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land with its cities within the borders, 


the cities of the surrounding country. 

B.
And the children of Gad built Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer,  Atroth, Shophan, Jazer, 


Jogbehah,  Beth Nimrah, Beth Haran, fortified cities, and folds for sheep.

C.
And the children of Reuben built Heshbon, Elealeh, Kirjathaim, Nebo, Baal 


Meon--their names being changed--and Shibmah; and they gave other names to 


the cities which they built. 



1.
And the children of Machir the son of Manasseh went to Gilead, took 



it, and 
dispossessed the Amorites who were in it.  So Moses gave Gilead 



to Machir the son of Manasseh, and he dwelt in it. 


2.
Also Jair the son of Manasseh went and took its small towns, and called 



them Havoth Jair.    


3
Then Nobah went and took Kenath and its villages, and he called it Nobah, 


after his own name. 

(An important lesson from this chapter:  As believers, we should guard against compromise which arises out of greed; loss of spiritual vision; attraction to the things of the world; and rejecting God's perfect plan.)

Study questions on chapter 32:
1.
What two tribes came to Moses, Eleazar, and the leaders with a request?  (1-2)

2.
What was their request?  (3-5)

3.
Using verses 6-15, answer the following questions regarding Moses' response.



-What were Moses' main concerns?



-How did Moses think their request would affect the remainder of Israel?



-What historical event did Moses recall as he reasoned with them?


 
-What did Moses accuse these men of doing?


-What did Moses fear would happen if their request was honored?

4.
Using verses 16-19, answer the following questions regarding the response by Gad and 
Reuben.



-What did these tribes plan to do and why?



-What did they pledge to do?



-Where did these men decide their inheritance was to be?

5.
Using verses 20-24 and the outline notes in point IV, answer the following questions 
regarding the compromise proposed by Moses.



-What did Moses say would be required of them in order to claim this possession?



-What would happen if they did not honor this requirement?



-Was this God's original choice for the inheritance for these tribes?

6.
What was the response of Gad and Reuben to this proposal?  (25-27)

7.
What command did Moses give to Eleazar regarding this agreement?  (28-30) 
8.
Summarize the response of the tribes of Gad and Ruben as detailed in verses 31-32.

9.
To whom was the land east of Jordan allotted?  (33)
10.
Where did the tribe of Gad build?  (34-36)

11.
Where did Reuben build?  (37-38)

12.
Who took the region of Gilead?  (39-40)

13.
What areas did Jair take?  (41)

14.
What areas did Nobah take?  (42)
15.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  Consider outline 
note I B as you answer and the final outline note in this chapter as you answer.
Numbers 33

1 These are the journeys of the children of Israel, which went forth out of the land of Egypt with their armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron.

2 And Moses wrote their goings out according to their journeys by the commandment of the Lord: and these are their journeys according to their goings out.

3 And they departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first month; on the morrow after the passover the children of Israel went out with an high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians.

4 For the Egyptians buried all their firstborn, which the Lord had smitten among them: upon their gods also the Lord executed judgments.

5 And the children of Israel removed from Rameses, and pitched in Succoth.

6 And they departed from Succoth, and pitched in Etham, which is in the edge of the wilderness.

7 And they removed from Etham, and turned again unto Pi-hahiroth, which is before Baal-zephon: and they pitched before Migdol.

8 And they departed from before Pi-hahiroth, and passed through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and went three days' journey in the wilderness of Etham, and pitched in Marah.

9 And they removed from Marah, and came unto Elim: and in Elim were twelve fountains of water, and threescore and ten palm trees; and they pitched there.

10 And they removed from Elim, and encamped by the Red sea.

11 And they removed from the Red sea, and encamped in the wilderness of Sin.

12 And they took their journey out of the wilderness of Sin, and encamped in Dophkah.

13 And they departed from Dophkah, and encamped in Alush.

14 And they removed from Alush, and encamped at Rephidim, where was no water for the people to drink.

15 And they departed from Rephidim, and pitched in the wilderness of Sinai.

16 And they removed from the desert of Sinai, and pitched at Kibroth-hattaavah.

17 And they departed from Kibroth-hattaavah, and encamped at Hazeroth.

18 And they departed from Hazeroth, and pitched in Rithmah.

19 And they departed from Rithmah, and pitched at Rimmon-parez.

20 And they departed from Rimmon-parez, and pitched in Libnah.

21 And they removed from Libnah, and pitched at Rissah.

22 And they journeyed from Rissah, and pitched in Kehelathah.

23 And they went from Kehelathah, and pitched in mount Shapher.

24 And they removed from mount Shapher, and encamped in Haradah.

25 And they removed from Haradah, and pitched in Makheloth.

26 And they removed from Makheloth, and encamped at Tahath.

27 And they departed from Tahath, and pitched at Tarah.

28 And they removed from Tarah, and pitched in Mithcah.

29 And they went from Mithcah, and pitched in Hashmonah.

30 And they departed from Hashmonah, and encamped at Moseroth.

31 And they departed from Moseroth, and pitched in Bene-jaakan.

32 And they removed from Bene-jaakan, and encamped at Hor-hagidgad.

33 And they went from Hor-hagidgad, and pitched in Jotbathah.

34 And they removed from Jotbathah, and encamped at Ebronah.

35 And they departed from Ebronah, and encamped at Ezion-gaber.

36 And they removed from Ezion-gaber, and pitched in the wilderness of Zin, which is Kadesh.

37 And they removed from Kadesh, and pitched in mount Hor, in the edge of the land of Edom.

38 And Aaron the priest went up into mount Hor at the commandment of the Lord, and died there, in the fortieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the first day of the fifth month.

39 And Aaron was an hundred and twenty and three years old when he died in mount Hor.

40 And king Arad the Canaanite, which dwelt in the south in the land of Canaan, heard of the coming of the children of Israel.

41 And they departed from mount Hor, and pitched in Zalmonah.

42 And they departed from Zalmonah, and pitched in Punon.

43 And they departed from Punon, and pitched in Oboth.

44 And they departed from Oboth, and pitched in Ije-abarim, in the border of Moab.

45 And they departed from Iim, and pitched in Dibon-gad.

46 And they removed from Dibon-gad, and encamped in Almon-diblathaim.

47 And they removed from Almon-diblathaim, and pitched in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo.

48 And they departed from the mountains of Abarim, and pitched in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho.

49 And they pitched by Jordan, from Beth-jesimoth even unto Abel-shittim in the plains of Moab.

50 And the Lord spake unto Moses in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying,

51 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye are passed over Jordan into the land of Canaan;

52 Then ye shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you, and destroy all their pictures, and destroy all their molten images, and quite pluck down all their high places:

53 And ye shall dispossess the inhabitants of the land, and dwell therein: for I have given you the land to possess it.

54 And ye shall divide the land by lot for an inheritance among your families: and to the more ye shall give the more inheritance, and to the fewer ye shall give the less inheritance: every man's inheritance shall be in the place where his lot falleth; according to the tribes of your fathers ye shall inherit.

55 But if ye will not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you; then it shall come to pass, that those which ye let remain of them shall be pricks in your eyes, and thorns in your sides, and shall vex you in the land wherein ye dwell.

56 Moreover it shall come to pass, that I shall do unto you, as I thought to do unto them.

Outline 33:

(This chapter provides a travelogue of Israel's pilgrimage from Egypt to the plains of Moab. It is repetitive and lengthy, but it was written at the Lord's command, so we know it has divine purpose.  Perhaps it was so Israel would remember God's faithfulness in their wilderness journeys.  For believers, this chapter confirms that God records our every step and is with us every step of the way.)
I.
Introduction.  (1-2)

A.
These are the journeys of the children of Israel, who went out of the land of Egypt 


by their armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron. 

B.
Now Moses wrote down the starting points of their journeys at the command of 


the Lord, and these are their journeys according to their starting points. 

II.
Israel departs from Egypt.  (3-4)


A.
They departed from Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first 


month.


B.
On the day after the Passover the children of Israel went out with boldness in the 


sight of all the Egyptians. 

C.
For the Egyptians were burying all their firstborn, whom the Lord had killed 


among them. Also, the Lord had executed judgments on their gods. 

III.
From Succoth to Elim.  (5-9)


A.
Then the children of Israel moved from Rameses and camped at Succoth.

B.
They departed from Succoth and camped at Etham, which is on the edge of the 


wilderness. 

C.
They moved from Etham and turned back to Pi Hahiroth, which is east of Baal 


Zephon; and they camped near Migdol. 

D.
They departed from before Hahiroth and passed through the midst of the sea into 


the wilderness, went three days' journey in the Wilderness of Etham, and camped 


at Marah. 

E.
They moved from Marah and came to Elim. At Elim were twelve springs of 


water and seventy palm trees; so they camped there. 

IV.
From Elim to Sinai.  (10-15)


A.
They moved from Elim and camped by the Red Sea. 

B.
They moved from the Red Sea and camped in the Wilderness of Sin.

C.
They journeyed from the Wilderness of Sin and camped at Dophkah. 

D.
They departed from Dophkah and camped at Alush. 

E.
They moved from Alush and camped at Rephidim, where there was no water for 


 the people to drink. 


F.
They departed from Rephidim and camped in the Wilderness of Sinai. 
V.
From Sinai to Mt. Hor. (16-37)


A.
They moved from the Wilderness of Sinai and camped at Kibroth Hattaavah. 

B.
They departed from Kibroth Hattaavah and camped at Hazeroth.

C.
They departed from Hazeroth and camped at Rithmah. 

D.
They departed from Rithmah and camped at Rimmon Perez.

E.
They departed from Rimmon Perez and camped at Libnah. 

F.
They moved from Libnah and camped at Rissah. 

G.
They journeyed from Rissah and camped at Kehelathah. 

H.
They went from Kehelathah and camped at Mount Shepher. 

I.
They moved from Mount Shepher and camped at Haradah. 

J.
They moved from Haradah and camped at Makheloth. 

K.
They moved from Makheloth and camped at Tahath. 

L.
They departed from Tahath and camped at Terah. 

M.
They moved from Terah and camped at Mithkah. 

N.
They went from Mithkah and camped at Hashmonah. 

O.
They departed from Hashmonah and camped at Moseroth. 

P.
They departed from Moseroth and camped at Bene Jaakan. 

Q.
They moved from Bene Jaakan and camped at Hor Hagidgad. 

R.
They went from Hor Hagidgad and camped at Jotbathah. 

S.
They moved from Jotbathah and camped at Abronah. 

T.
They departed from Abronah and camped at Ezion Geber. 

U.
They moved from Ezion Geber and camped in the Wilderness of Zin, which is 


Kadesh. 

V.
They moved from Kadesh and camped at Mount Hor, on the boundary of the land 


of Edom. 

VI.
Aaron's death.  (37-39)


A.
Then Aaron the priest went up to Mount Hor at the command of the Lord, and 


died there in the fortieth year after the children of Israel had come out of the land 


of Egypt, on the first day of the fifth month. 

B.
Aaron was one hundred and twenty-three years old when he died on Mount Hor. 
VII.
From Hor to the plains of Moab.  (40-49)

A.
Now the king of Arad, the Canaanite, who dwelt in the South in the land of 


Canaan, heard of the coming of the children of Israel.  So they departed from 


Mount Hor and camped at Zalmonah. 

B.
They departed from Zalmonah and camped at Punon. 

C.
They departed from Punon and camped at Oboth. 

D.
They departed from Oboth and camped at Ije Abarim, at the border of Moab. 

E.
They departed from Ijim and camped at Dibon Gad. 

F.
They moved from Dibon Gad and camped at Almon Diblathaim. 

G.
They moved from Almon Diblathaim and camped in the mountains of Abarim, 


 before Nebo. 

H.
They departed from the mountains of Abarim and camped in the plains of Moab 


by the Jordan, across from Jericho. They camped by the Jordan, from Beth 



Jesimoth as far as the Abel Acacia Grove in the plains of Moab. 

VIII.
God speaks on the plains of Moab. (50-56)


Now the Lord spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan, across from Jericho, 
saying: Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them:

A.
When you have crossed the Jordan into the land of Canaan:



1.
You shall drive out all the inhabitants of the land from before you.



2.
You shall destroy all their engraved stones, destroy all their molded 



images, and demolish all their high places. (The high places was where 



idol worship occurred.)


3.
You shall dispossess the inhabitants of the land and dwell in it, for I have 



given you the land to possess. 


(Ridding the land of these people was an act of mercy for future generations due 


to their vile sins from which they refused to repent.)


B.
And you shall divide the land by lot as an inheritance among your families:



1.
To the larger you shall give a larger inheritance, and to the smaller you 



shall give a smaller inheritance.



2.
Everyone's inheritance shall be whatever falls to him by lot.


3.
You shall inherit according to the tribes of your fathers.

C.
But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land from before you, then it 


shall be that those whom you let remain:



1.
Shall be irritants in your eyes (affect your spiritual vision).



2.
Shall be thorns in your sides (affect you physically).



3.
Shall harass you in the land where you dwell (affect you mentally and 



emotionally).


4.
Shall result in me doing to you as I thought to do to them (affect your 



relationship with God).



(If you do not drive the enemy out of your life you will also be affected spiritually, 


physically, mentally, and emotionally. We must live a life of separation from the 


world.) 

ISRAEL'S JOURNEY THROUGH THE WILDERNESS
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Study questions on chapter 33:
1.
According to the opening note, what is the subject of this chapter?

2.
According to the opening note, what are some possible reasons this travelogue is detailed?

3.
According to verses 1-2, what is the record detailed in this chapter and who wrote it?

4.
Complete the following chart which summarizes the major stages of Israel's wilderness 
travels.


Verses


From where 


To where


3-4


Israel departs from Egypt 
Enroute to their Promised land.


5-9


10-15


16-36


40-49
5.
According to verses 37-39, what major event occurred at Mt. Hor?

6.
Using verses 50-56 and outline point VIII, answer the following questions regarding what 
occurred on the plains of Moab.



-What was Israel to do to the inhabitants of the land of Canaan?



-What is meant by the "high places".



-What was Israel to do to the high places?



-What was Israel to do to the idols?



-How was the land to be divided?



-What would happen if Israel did not rid the land of enemies?  Apply this 



  spiritually.



-According to the outline note VII A 3, how was ridding the land of these evil 


  people actually an act of mercy?

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 34

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

2 Command the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye come into the land of Canaan; (this is the land that shall fall unto you for an inheritance, even the land of Canaan with the coasts thereof:)

3 Then your south quarter shall be from the wilderness of Zin along by the coast of Edom, and your south border shall be the outmost coast of the salt sea eastward:

4 And your border shall turn from the south to the ascent of Akrabbim, and pass on to Zin: and the going forth thereof shall be from the south to Kadesh-barnea, and shall go on to Hazar-addar, and pass on to Azmon:

5 And the border shall fetch a compass from Azmon unto the river of Egypt, and the goings out of it shall be at the sea.

6 And as for the western border, ye shall even have the great sea for a border: this shall be your west border.

7 And this shall be your north border: from the great sea ye shall point out for you mount Hor:

8 From mount Hor ye shall point out your border unto the entrance of Hamath; and the goings forth of the border shall be to Zedad:

9 And the border shall go on to Ziphron, and the goings out of it shall be at Hazar-enan: this shall be your north border.

10 And ye shall point out your east border from Hazar-enan to Shepham:

11 And the coast shall go down from Shepham to Riblah, on the east side of Ain; and the border shall descend, and shall reach unto the side of the sea of Chinnereth eastward:

12 And the border shall go down to Jordan, and the goings out of it shall be at the salt sea: this shall be your land with the coasts thereof round about.

13 And Moses commanded the children of Israel, saying, This is the land which ye shall inherit by lot, which the Lord commanded to give unto the nine tribes, and to the half tribe:

14 For the tribe of the children of Reuben according to the house of their fathers, and the tribe of the children of Gad according to the house of their fathers, have received their inheritance; and half the tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance:

15 The two tribes and the half tribe have received their inheritance on this side Jordan near Jericho eastward, toward the sunrising.

16 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

17 These are the names of the men which shall divide the land unto you: Eleazar the priest, and Joshua the son of Nun.

18 And ye shall take one prince of every tribe, to divide the land by inheritance.

19 And the names of the men are these: Of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh.

20 And of the tribe of the children of Simeon, Shemuel the son of Ammihud.

21 Of the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chislon.

22 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Dan, Bukki the son of Jogli.

23 The prince of the children of Joseph, for the tribe of the children of Manasseh, Hanniel the son of Ephod.

24 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Ephraim, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan.

25 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Zebulun, Elizaphan the son of Parnach.

26 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Issachar, Paltiel the son of Azzan.

27 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Asher, Ahihud the son of Shelomi.

28 And the prince of the tribe of the children of Naphtali, Pedahel the son of Ammihud.

29 These are they whom the Lord commanded to divide the inheritance unto the children of Israel in the land of Canaan.

Outline 34:

(Partitioning the land.)
I.
The boundaries of Canaan.  (1-12) 


Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Command the children of Israel, and say to them: 
When you come into the land of Canaan, this is the land that shall fall to you as an 
inheritance--the land of Canaan to its boundaries. 

A.
Your southern border:  It shall be from the Wilderness of Zin along the border of 


Edom; then your southern border shall extend eastward to the end of the Salt 


(Dead) Sea;  your border shall turn from the southern side of the Ascent of 


Akrabbim, continue to Zin, and be on the south of Kadesh Barnea; then it shall go 

on to Hazar Addar, and continue to Azmon;  the border shall turn from Azmon to 


the Brook of Egypt, and it shall end at the (Mediterranean) Sea. 


B.
Your western border: It shall be the Great Sea for a border; this shall be your 


western border. 


C.
Your northern border:  From the Great Sea you shall mark out your border line to 


Mount Hor;  from Mount Hor you shall mark out your border to the entrance of 


Hamath; then the direction of the border shall be toward Zedad;  the border shall 


proceed to Ziphron, and it shall end at Hazar Enan. This shall be your northern 


border. 


D.
Your eastern border:  You shall mark out your eastern border from Hazar Enan to 


Shepham;  the border shall go down from Shepham to Riblah on the east side of 


Ain; the border shall go down and reach to the eastern side of the Sea of 



Chinnereth (Galilee);  the border shall go down along the Jordan, and it shall end 


at the Salt Sea. This shall be your land with its surrounding boundaries. 
II.
Then Moses commanded the children of Israel, saying: (13-15)

A.
This is the land which you shall inherit by lot, which the Lord has 




commanded to give to the nine tribes and to the half-tribe.

B.
For the tribe of the children of Reuben according to the house of their 



fathers, and the tribe of the children of Gad according to the house of their 



fathers, have received their inheritance; and the half-tribe of Manasseh has 


received its inheritance.

C.
The two tribes and the half-tribe have received their inheritance on this 



side of the Jordan, across from Jericho eastward, toward the sunrise. 

III.
The leaders who will divide the land.  (16-29) 


And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:  These are the names of the men who shall divide 
the land among you as an inheritance:  Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun. 

A.
And you shall take one leader of every tribe to divide the land for the 



inheritance. These are the names of the men: 


1.
From the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh. 


2.
From the tribe of the children of Simeon, Shemuel the son of Ammihud. 


3.
From the tribe of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chislon. 


4.
From the tribe of the children of Dan, Bukki the son of Jogli. 


5.
From the sons of Joseph, a leader from the tribe of the children of 




Manasseh, Hanniel the son of Ephod.



6.
From the tribe of the children of Ephraim, Kemuel the son of Shiphtan. 




7.
From the tribe of the children of Zebulun, Elizaphan the son of Parnach. 


8.
From the tribe of the children of Issachar, Paltiel the son of Azzan.



9.
From the tribe of the children of Asher, Ahihud the son of Shelomi. 


10.
From the tribe of the children of Naphtali, Pedahel the son of Ammihud. 


B.
These are the ones the Lord commanded to divide the inheritance among the 


children of Israel in the land of Canaan. 


(God sets the boundaries of our earthly inheritance--the places we are to live and
 
claim for His Kingdom.  Our heavenly inheritance is assured as well.  Israel's assurance 
of their inheritance was based on an Old Testament covenant made by God.  Ours is 
based on the New Covenant secured through Christ's death and resurrection.  Like 
Israel, however, we must choose to claim our inheritance  by faith and obedience.)

Study questions on chapter 34:
1.
What is the subject of this chapter?  (opening note and verse 1)


2.
What is given in verses 1-12?

3.
By what method would the land be divided?  (13)

4.
Which tribes had already settled on the other side of Jordan?  (14-15)

5.
What two men would oversee the division of the land?  (16-17)

6
Who would assist these men in dividing the land?  (18)

7.
What were the men listed in verses 19-28 supposed to do according to verse 29? 
8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 35

1 And the Lord spake unto Moses in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying,

2 Command the children of Israel, that they give unto the Levites of the inheritance of their possession cities to dwell in; and ye shall give also unto the Levites suburbs for the cities round about them.

3 And the cities shall they have to dwell in; and the suburbs of them shall be for their cattle, and for their goods, and for all their beasts.

4 And the suburbs of the cities, which ye shall give unto the Levites, shall reach from the wall of the city and outward a thousand cubits round about.

5 And ye shall measure from without the city on the east side two thousand cubits, and on the south side two thousand cubits, and on the west side two thousand cubits, and on the north side two thousand cubits and the city shall be in the midst: this shall be to them the suburbs of the cities.

6 And among the cities which ye shall give unto the Levites there shall be six cities for refuge, which ye shall appoint for the manslayer, that he may flee thither: and to them ye shall add forty and two cities.

7 So all the cities which ye shall give to the Levites shall be forty and eight cities: them shall ye give with their suburbs.

8 And the cities which ye shall give shall be of the possession of the children of Israel: from them that have many ye shall give many; but from them that have few ye shall give few: every one shall give of his cities unto the Levites according to his inheritance which he inheriteth.

9 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,

10 Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come over Jordan into the land of Canaan;

11 Then ye shall appoint you cities to be cities of refuge for you; that the slayer may flee thither, which killeth any person at unawares.

12 And they shall be unto you cities for refuge from the avenger; that the manslayer die not, until he stand before the congregation in judgment.

13 And of these cities which ye shall give six cities shall ye have for refuge.

14 Ye shall give three cities on this side Jordan, and three cities shall ye give in the land of Canaan, which shall be cities of refuge.

15 These six cities shall be a refuge, both for the children of Israel, and for the stranger, and for the sojourner among them: that every one that killeth any person unawares may flee thither.

16 And if he smite him with an instrument of iron, so that he die, he is a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.

17 And if he smite him with throwing a stone, wherewith he may die, and he die, he is a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.

18 Or if he smite him with an hand weapon of wood, wherewith he may die, and he die, he is a murderer: the murderer shall surely be put to death.

19 The revenger of blood himself shall slay the murderer: when he meeteth him, he shall slay him.

20 But if he thrust him of hatred, or hurl at him by laying of wait, that he die;

21 Or in enmity smite him with his hand, that he die: he that smote him shall surely be put to death; for he is a murderer: the revenger of blood shall slay the murderer, when he meeteth him.

22 But if he thrust him suddenly without enmity, or have cast upon him any thing without laying of wait,

23 Or with any stone, wherewith a man may die, seeing him not, and cast it upon him, that he die, and was not his enemy, neither sought his harm:

24 Then the congregation shall judge between the slayer and the revenger of blood according to these judgments:

25 And the congregation shall deliver the slayer out of the hand of the revenger of blood, and the congregation shall restore him to the city of his refuge, whither he was fled: and he shall abide in it unto the death of the high priest, which was anointed with the holy oil.

26 But if the slayer shall at any time come without the border of the city of his refuge, whither he was fled;

27 And the revenger of blood find him without the borders of the city of his refuge, and the revenger of blood kill the slayer; he shall not be guilty of blood:

28 Because he should have remained in the city of his refuge until the death of the high priest: but after the death of the high priest the slayer shall return into the land of his possession.

29 So these things shall be for a statute of judgment unto you throughout your generations in all your dwellings.

30 Whoso killeth any person, the murderer shall be put to death by the mouth of witnesses: but one witness shall not testify against any person to cause him to die.

31 Moreover ye shall take no satisfaction for the life of a murderer, which is guilty of death: but he shall be surely put to death.

32 And ye shall take no satisfaction for him that is fled to the city of his refuge, that he should come again to dwell in the land, until the death of the priest.

33 So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye are: for blood it defileth the land: and the land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, but by the blood of him that shed it.

34 Defile not therefore the land which ye shall inhabit, wherein I dwell: for I the Lord dwell among the children of Israel.

Outline 35:

(Cities for the Levites and cities of refuge.)

I.
Cities established  for the Levites .  (1-8) 


(These cities were scattered throughout Canaan so everyone would have resident 
teachers close by.  The Levites had no inheritance to battle for and develop so that their 
main focus could remain on God.)


And the Lord spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by the Jordan across from Jericho, 
saying:

A.
Command the children of Israel that they give the Levites cities to dwell in from 


the inheritance of their possession, and you shall also give the Levites common-


land around the cities. 

B.
They shall have the cities to dwell in; and their common-land shall be for their 


cattle, for their herds, and for all their animals. 

C.
The common-land of the cities which you will give the Levites shall extend from 


the wall of the city outward a thousand cubits all around. 

D.
And you shall measure outside the city on the east side two thousand cubits, on 


the south side two thousand cubits, on the west side two thousand cubits, and on 


the north side two thousand cubits. 


1.
The city shall be in the middle. 


2.
This shall belong to them as common-land for the cities. 


E.
Now among the cities which you will give to the Levites you shall appoint six 


cities of refuge, to which a manslayer may flee. 


(Those who committed manslaughter were allowed to flee to a city of refuge.  


Premeditated murderers were to receive the death penalty.  God established six 


cities in the Promised land that would serve as a refuge for people who 



accidentally killed someone:  Bezer, Golan, Hebron, Kedesh,  Shechem, 



and Ramoth.  Three were on the east side of Jordan, and three on the west side. 


The offender remained there until he could be tried by the judge of his own city.)


F.
And to these you shall add forty-two cities. So all the cities you will give to the 


Levites shall be forty-eight; these you shall give with their common-land. 

G.
And the cities which you will give shall be from the possession of the children of 


Israel:



1.
From the larger tribe you shall give many.



2.
From the smaller you shall give few. 


3.
Each shall give some of its cities to the Levites, in proportion to the 



inheritance that each receives. 

II.
Cities of Refuge.  (9-34) 


(See also Deuteronomy 19:1-13.  The cities of refuge are symbolic of the Lord who is our 
refuge, our hiding place, our protection, and who delivers us from the avenger of death.)

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to the children of Israel, and say to them:

A.
When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan,  then you shall appoint cities 


to be cities of refuge for you, that the manslayer who kills any person accidentally 


may flee there. 

B.
They shall be cities of refuge for you from the avenger so that the manslayer may 


not die until he stands before the congregation in judgment. 

C.
And of the cities which you give, you shall have six cities of refuge.


1.
You shall appoint three cities on this side of the Jordan and three cities 



in the land of Canaan as cities of refuge. 


2.
These six cities shall be for refuge for the children of Israel, for the 



stranger, and for the sojourner among them so that anyone who kills a 



person accidentally may flee there. 


D.
Exclusions:  Deliberate murder.


1.
Deliberate murder.




a.
But if he strikes him with an iron implement, so that he dies, he is 




a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death.  



b.
And if he strikes him with a stone in the hand, by which one could 




die, and he does die, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be 




put to death. 



c.
Or if he strikes him with a wooden hand weapon, by which one 




could die, and he does die, he is a murderer. 



2.
The murderer shall surely be put to death. 



a.
The avenger of blood himself shall put the murderer to death. 



b.
When he meets him, he shall put him to death. 


3.
If he pushes him out of hatred or, while lying in wait, hurls something at 



him so 
that he dies, or in enmity he strikes him with his hand so that he 



dies, the one who struck him shall surely be put to death. 



a.
He is a murderer. 



b.
The avenger of blood shall put the murderer to death when he 




meets him.   (There were no police, so relatives avenged murder in 



those days.)

E.
Inclusions: Manslaughter.


1.
However, if he pushes him suddenly without enmity; or throws anything at 


him without lying in wait; or uses a stone, by which a man could die, 



throwing it at him without seeing him, so that he dies, while he was not his 


enemy or seeking his harm--then the congregation shall judge between the 



manslayer and the avenger of blood according to these judgments.


2.
So the congregation shall deliver the manslayer from the hand of the 



avenger of blood, and the congregation shall return him to the city of 



refuge where he had fled, and he shall remain there until the death of the 



high priest who was anointed with the holy oil. 


3.
But if the manslayer at any time goes outside the limits of the city of 



refuge where he fled,  and the avenger of blood finds him outside the 



limits of his city of refuge, and the avenger of blood kills the manslayer, he 


shall not be guilty of blood,  because he should have remained in his city 



of refuge until the death of the high priest. 


4.
But after the death of the high priest, the manslayer may return to the land 



of his possession. 

F.
The statue of judgments.



1.
And these things shall be a statute of judgment to you throughout your 



generations in all your dwellings. 


2.
Whoever kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death on the 




testimony of witnesses; but one witness is not sufficient testimony against 



a person for the death penalty. 


3.
Moreover you shall take no ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty 



of death, but he shall surely be put to death.


4.
And you shall take no ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge, 



that he may return to dwell in the land before the death of the priest. 


5.
So you shall not pollute the land where you are:




a.
For blood defiles the land, and no atonement can be made for the 




land, for the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him 




who shed it. 



b.
Therefore do not defile the land which you inhabit, in the midst of 




which I dwell; for I the Lord dwell among the children of Israel. 




(Canaan was God's land, the Promised Land, therefore it was holy land.  



It is still called by that term: The Holy Land.)

Study questions on chapter 35:
1.
What is the subject of verses 1-5?


2.
What special cities were to be included among this property?  (6)

3.
What is to be the total number of cities given to the Levites?  (7)

4.
What would determine the number of cities given by each tribe?  (8)

5.
What were the people to appoint after they crossed into Canaan?  (9-11)

6.
What was the purpose of these cities?  (12 and outline note point I E)
7.
Using verses 13-14, explain where these cities were to be located.

8.
For whom were these cities designed?  (15)

9.
What exclusions applied to the cities of refuge?  (16-21)

10.
What were the inclusions for the cities of refuge?  (22-23)

11.
What is meant by the "revenger of blood"?  Why was avenging murder permitted in those 
days?  (outline note  II D3b)
12.
Who would judge between the slayer and the revenger of blood?  (24)

13.
Where would the slayer be taken after being delivered from the revenger of blood?  (25)

14.
What might happen if an accused person left the city of refuge?  (26-27)

15.
When was the accused person allowed to leave the city of refuge as a free man? (28,32)

16.
For how long were these statutes regarding the cities to be in effect? (29)

17.
How many witnesses were required to confirm that a suspect had committed murder? (30)

18.
What were the people prohibited from doing in regards to a murderer and/or manslayer?  
(31-32)

19.
What was to happen to someone found guilty of murder?  (31)

20.
What is the only remedy for shed blood that defiles the land?  (33)

21.
Why were the people warned not to defile the land? (34)

22.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

Numbers 36

1 And the chief fathers of the families of the children of Gilead, the son of Machir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came near, and spake before Moses, and before the princes, the chief fathers of the children of Israel:

2 And they said, The Lord commanded my lord to give the land for an inheritance by lot to the children of Israel: and my lord was commanded by the Lord to give the inheritance of Zelophehad our brother unto his daughters.

3 And if they be married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of Israel, then shall their inheritance be taken from the inheritance of our fathers, and shall be put to the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are received: so shall it be taken from the lot of our inheritance.

4 And when the jubile of the children of Israel shall be, then shall their inheritance be put unto the inheritance of the tribe whereunto they are received: so shall their inheritance be taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.

5 And Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the word of the Lord, saying, The tribe of the sons of Joseph hath said well.

6 This is the thing which the Lord doth command concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying, Let them marry to whom they think best; only to the family of the tribe of their father shall they marry.

7 So shall not the inheritance of the children of Israel remove from tribe to tribe: for every one of the children of Israel shall keep himself to the inheritance of the tribe of his fathers.

8 And every daughter, that possesseth an inheritance in any tribe of the children of Israel, shall be wife unto one of the family of the tribe of her father, that the children of Israel may enjoy every man the inheritance of his fathers.

9 Neither shall the inheritance remove from one tribe to another tribe; but every one of the tribes of the children of Israel shall keep himself to his own inheritance.

10 Even as the Lord commanded Moses, so did the daughters of Zelophehad:

11 For Mahlal, Tirzah, and Hoglah, and Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, were married unto their father's brothers' sons:

12 And they were married into the families of the sons of Manasseh the son of Joseph, and their inheritance remained in the tribe of the family of their father.

13 These are the commandments and the judgments, which the Lord commanded by the hand of Moses unto the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho.

Outline 36:
(Inheritance laws.)

I.
An inquiry from Gilead.  (1-4) 


Now the chief fathers of the families of the children of Gilead the son of Machir, the son 
of Manasseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came near and spoke before Moses 
and before the leaders, the chief fathers of the children of Israel.  And they said:

A.
The Lord commanded my lord Moses to give the land as an inheritance by lot to 


the children of Israel, and my lord was commanded by the Lord to give the 


inheritance of our brother Zelophehad to his daughters. 

B.
Now if they are married to any of the sons of the other tribes of the children of 


Israel, then their inheritance will be taken from the inheritance of our fathers, and 


it will be added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they marry; so it will be 


taken from the lot of our inheritance. 

C.
And when the Jubilee of the children of Israel comes, then their inheritance will 


be added to the inheritance of the tribe into which they marry; so their inheritance 


will be taken away from the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers. 


(Property was very important in Israel because it was their inheritance under the 


Abrahamic covenant.)

II.
An answer.  (5-9)


Then Moses commanded the children of Israel according to the word of the Lord, saying: 
 
What the tribe of the sons of Joseph speaks is right.  This is what the Lord commands 
concerning the daughters of Zelophehad, saying:


A.
Let them marry whom they think best, but they may marry only within the family 


of their father's tribe.

B.
So the inheritance of the children of Israel shall not change hands from tribe to 


tribe, for every one of the children of Israel shall keep the inheritance of the tribe 


of his fathers. 

C.
And every daughter who possesses an inheritance in any tribe of the children of 


Israel shall be the wife of one of the family of her father's tribe, so that the 



children of Israel each may possess the inheritance of his fathers. 

D.
Thus no inheritance shall change hands from one tribe to another, but every tribe 


of the children of Israel shall keep its own inheritance. 
III.
Commands instituted.  (10-12)  

Just as the Lord commanded Moses, so did the daughters of Zelophehad:


A.
Mahlah, Tirzah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophehad, 



were married to the sons of their father's brothers. 

B.
They were married into the families of the children of Manasseh the son of 


Joseph, and their inheritance remained in the tribe of their father's family. 


(The principle for believers to derive from this passage is that they should not marry 
anyone who is not a partaker of their spiritual inheritance:  Their faith, salvation, 
spiritual calling, and eternal destination.

IV.
Epilogue of the book of Numbers:  These are the commandments and the judgments 
which the Lord commanded the children of Israel:  (13)


A.
By the hand of Moses.


B.
In the plains of Moab.


C.
By the Jordan River.


D.
Across from Jericho.


(We, too, have specific commands for claiming our heavenly inheritance.  We can learn  

lessons from the stories recorded in Numbers that will help us in our own spiritual 
journey:  Romans 15:4 and 1 Corinthians 10:11.)
Study questions on chapter 36:
1.
Using verses 1-4, answer the following questions.



-Who came inquiring of Moses about inheritance laws?



-On whose behalf was the inquiry made?



-What was the basic issue?

2.
Using verses 5-9, answer the following questions.



-What was Moses' response to the inquiry that was made?



-Summarize the inheritance law that applied in this case.



-Could land be transferred between the tribes?  Why or why not?

3.
According to verses 10-12, what did the daughters of Zelophehad do after hearing this 
decision and what were the results?

4.
Summarize the epilogue of the book of Numbers in verse 13.
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDIES
1.
Changes in  the leadership of Israel occur in the book of Numbers.  Joshua replaces 
Moses as the political leader and Eleazar succeeds Aaron as the religious leader:  See 
Numbers 27:l5-23 and 20:23-29.

2.  
The death and resurrection of Jesus are illustrated in Numbers by a serpent and a stick:  
2l:5-9; l7:8.  All who look to Him will live!  
3.
The following chart records the results of the two "numberings" of the fighting men of 
Israel:


Tribe


     First Census
    Second Census

Reuben


46,500


43,730


Simeon


59,300


22,200


Gad



45,650


40,500


Judah



74,600


76,500


Issachar


54,400


64,300


Zebulun


57,400


60,500


Ephriam


40,500


32,500


Manasseh


32,200


52,700


Benjamin


35,400


45,600


Dan



62,700


64,400


Asher



4l,500


53,400


Naphtali


53,400


45,400


Total



603,550

60l,730 

4.
Numbers reveals much about God's character.  Read through the book and mark the
verses that reveal His character, i.e., His faithfulness, holiness, mercy, justice, 
sovereignty, omnipotence, etc.
5.
Hebrews chapters 3-4 in the New Testament apply Numbers spiritually. A summary 
reveals that just as God offered Israel a land of rest and they failed to enter in because of 
unbelief, God offers spiritual rest to believers.  Through unbelief, we--like Israel--can fall 
short of it.  

6.
Some major lessons Israel learned in the wilderness from which we can learn:



-They learned they must follow God's instructions:  Numbers 26.



-They learned to trust God in crisis:  Psalm 37:5; Numbers 13:26-14:25.



-They learned that God would supply every need:  Philippians 4:19.




-Food: Numbers 11:6-9.




-Water: Numbers 20:8.




-Meat: Numbers 11:31-33.




-Leaders:  Numbers 1:1,3.



-A Promised Land:  Numbers 14:7-8.

7.
Prophetic symbols of Jesus in Numbers include the water-giving rock; the raised serpent 
who gives life to all who look; the lampstand; the star that will come out of Jacob; and 
the scepter out of Israel.

8.
Harvestime provides a daily devotional guide based on Israel's wilderness experiences.  
Download  Divine Destiny  free at: http://www.harvestime.org
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