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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF
FIRST JOHN
AUTHOR: John.
TO WHOM:  Believers who were falling into Satanic deception which was affecting their fellowship with God and fellow-believers. As with all of the epistles, this book is also applicable to all believers.
PURPOSES:  To explain standards of proper conduct and fellowship of true believers and warn against deception.  See 1 John 1:4; 2:1; and 5:13 for statements of purpose.
KEY VERSES:  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. (1 John 1:8-9)

LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLES:  True fellowship with God and fellow believers is based on the standards of God's Word and maintained by confession of  sin.

MAIN CHARACTERS:  The author, John.  An Old Testament reference is made to Cain.

A BRIEF OUTLINE:


Chapters l-2:2  
God is light.
Chapters 2:3-5:3
God is love.
Chapter  5:4-21
God is life.
QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote this book?

2.
To whom is this book written?

3.
What are the purposes of the book according to 1 John 1:4; 2:1; and 5:13?

4.
What are the key verses?

5.
What are the life and ministry principles of the book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF
FIRST JOHN

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1John 1

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon, and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;

2(For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear witness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Father, and was manifested unto us;)

3 That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.

4 And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full.

5 This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.

6 If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:

7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

Outline 1:

I.
John is writing about that which:  (1)


A.
Was from the beginning.

B.
He had heard about.


C.
He had seen.


D.
He had looked upon (gazed intently upon).

E.
His hands had handled (Luke 24:39-40).

(John's report is not a second-hand account.  It was something he experienced.)
II.
He is writing about the Word of life. (2)

A.
The life was manifested.


B.
We have seen it.


C.
We bear witness of it.


D.
We show unto you that eternal life:



1.
Which was with the Father.



2.
Which was manifested unto us.
III.
The purpose of his writing.  That which we have seen and heard, we declare unto you. 
(3-4)

A.
That you also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is with the 


Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.  (Fellowship is sharing a common life 


based upon shared beliefs.)

B.
And these things we write unto you, that your joy may be full.
IV.
The message.  
This then is the message which we have heard of Him and declare unto 
you.  (5-10)


A.
God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.



1.
If we say that we have fellowship with Him and walk in darkness, we lie 



and do 
not the truth.


2.
But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light:




a.
We have fellowship one with another.




b.
The blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us from all sin.


(Fellowship with others is a result of fellowship with God.)


B.
If we say that we have no sin:



1.
We deceive ourselves.



2.
The truth is not in us.


3.
We make Him a liar.



4.
His Word is not in us.

C.
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 


us from all unrighteousness.  (Confess means to say the same thing as God says. 


Confess the sins you know about, and He not only cleanses you of those but of all 


unrighteousness also.)
Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
According to verse 1, what is the subject for this epistle?
2.
How does verse 1 confirm this is an eyewitness account?

3.
What was manifested unto whom by whom?  (2)
4.
According to verse 3, what is John declaring and why is he declaring it?

5.
In whom do believers have fellowship?  (3)

6.
What is another reason for John's epistle, according to verse 4?

7.
Summarize the message John heard and is declaring.  (5-10)

8.
Who is the light of which John speaks?  (5)

9.
What is the result of saying we have fellowship with God while still walking in darkness? 
 (6)

10.
What enables us to have fellowship with one another?  (7)

11.
What cleanses us from all sin?  (7)

12.
Contrast what you learn about spiritual light and darkness in verses 5-7.

13.
Study more on spiritual darkness.  It means:



-Being ignorant of God: Romans 1:21



-Doing evil deeds: John 3:19-21



-Living in hatred: 1 John 2:11



-Having an evil nature: Ephesians 5:8



-Being under Satan's influence:  Acts 26:18



-Living an unfruitful life:  Ephesians 5:11



-Evil spiritual powers: Ephesians 6:12



-The place of eternal punishment:  Ephesians 6:12
14.
Note the parallels between natural and spiritual light:  Light reveals, reflects, guides, 
eliminates darkness, warms, purifies, and heals (lazar light).

15.
What is the result of saying we have no sin?  (8 and 10)

16.
What is the result of confessing our sins?  (9)

17.
Study the "if we say" statements in verses 6-10 and summarize what you learn.

18.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 John 2

1 My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

2 And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments.

4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.

5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him.

6 He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked.

7 Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word which ye have heard from the beginning.

8 Again, a new commandment I write unto you, which thing is true in him and in you: because the darkness is past, and the true light now shineth.

9 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now.

10 He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him.

11 But he that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes.

12 I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for his name's sake.

13 I write unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I write unto you, young men, because ye have overcome the wicked one. I write unto you, little children, because ye have known the Father.

14 I have written unto you, fathers, because ye have known him that is from the beginning. I have written unto you, young men, because ye are strong, and the word of God abideth in you, and ye have overcome the wicked one.

15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

17 And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.

18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.

19 They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.

20 But ye have an unction from the Holy One, and ye know all things.

21 I have not written unto you because ye know not the truth, but because ye know it, and that no lie is of the truth.

22 Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.

23 Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father also.

24 Let that therefore abide in you, which ye have heard from the beginning. If that which ye have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye also shall continue in the Son, and in the Father.

25 And this is the promise that he hath promised us, even eternal life.

26 These things have I written unto you concerning them that seduce you.

27 But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.

28 And now, little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming.

29 If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him.

Outline 2:
(John addresses various levels of spiritual maturity in this chapter:  Children, young men, and fathers refer to new believers, young believers, and spiritually mature believers.)

I.
My little children, these things I write unto you, so that you do not sin.  (1-2)

A.
And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 



righteous.  ("Advocate" is a legal term that means representation in a legal 


matter.)

B.
He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins 


of the whole world.  ("Propitiation", as used here, refers to Christ's atonement for 

our sins.)
II.
Hereby we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.   (3-6)

A.
He that says, "I know Him", and does not keep His commandments, is a liar and 


the truth is not in him.


B.
But whoever keeps His Word can know:



1.
That the love of God is perfected in him.



2.
That they are in Him.  

C.
He that says he abides in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked.
III.
Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you.  (7)


A.
It is  an old commandment which you had from the beginning. 

B.
The old commandment is the Word which you have heard from the beginning.

(It is an old commandment, but it is also new in that it was revealed and fulfilled in 
Jesus.)
IV.
Brethren, a new commandment I write unto you.  (8-11)


A.
Which thing is true in Him and in you: 


1.
Because the darkness is past.



2.
Because the true light now shines.


B.
He that says he is in the light and hates his brother (a fellow-believer) is in 



darkness even until now.


C.
He that loves his brother abides in the light, and there is no occasion of stumbling 


in him.


D.
But he that hates his brother:



1.
Is in darkness.



2.
Walks in darkness.



3.
Does not know where he goes because that darkness has blinded his eyes.
V.
Special admonitions to believers.   (12-14)

A.
To new believers. I write unto you, little children:



1.
Because your sins are forgiven for His name's sake.


2.
Because you have known the Father.

B.
To mature believers. I write unto you, fathers because you have known Him that is 

from the beginning. 

C.
To young believers. I write unto you, young men:



1.
Because you have overcome the wicked one.



2.
Because you are strong.



3.
Because the Word of God abides in you.

VI.
Love of the world.  (15-17)

A.
Do not love the world, neither the things that are in the world.  (This does not 


mean we should not love God's creation and the people of the world.  It means we 

should 
not love the world system, its values, and philosophies.)  

B.
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.


C.
All that is in the world, the lust of the flesh (self-sufficient independence from 


God;  the lust of the eyes (sinful desires  motivated by visible splendor of worldly 


things); and the pride of life (one who boasts in what he is and what he 



possesses), is not of the Father, but is of the world.  (Study the temptation of Eve 


in Genesis chapter 3 and of Jesus in Matthew 4:1-11. These are the major 



appeals of the 
enemy in both examples.)

D.
The world passes away, and the lust thereof.


E.
But he that does the will of God abides forever.
VII.
A warning about the antichrist.  (18)

A.
Little children, it is the last time and, as you have heard, the antichrist shall come.


B.
Even now there are many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.


(See also 1 Timothy 4.  The last time refers to a period of time in God's timeline.)

VIII.
An explanation regarding professing believers who depart from the faith.  (19)


A.
They went out from us, but they were not of us.


B.
If they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us.


C.
But they went out, that they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.


(The fact that these people departed from the faith revealed they were not 



sincere in their commitment.)

IX.
Truth vs. error.  (20-26)


A.
You have an unction (anointing) from the Holy One, and you know all things.


B.
I have not written unto you because you do not know the truth, but because you 


know it and that no lie is of the truth.


C.
Who is a liar but he that denies that Jesus is the Christ? 


1.
He is antichrist, that denies the Father and the Son.



2.
Whosoever denies the Son, the same has not the Father.



3.
But he that acknowledges the Son has the Father also.


D.
Let that therefore abide in you, which you have heard from the beginning.


1.
If that which you have heard from the beginning shall remain in you, you 



also shall continue in the Son and in the Father.



2.
And this is the promise that He has promised us, even eternal life.


E.
These things I have written unto you concerning them that seduce you.


(To seduce someone is to lead them astray from the truth.)

X.
Admonition to abide in Christ.  (27-29)



A.
But the anointing which you have received of Him abides in you, and you need 


not that any man teach you.  (This doesn't mean that you don't need teachers or 


God wouldn't have given the gift of teaching and established the office of teacher. 


It simply means that you have a teacher residing within you to verify truth and 


that knowledge of truth is not just given to a chosen few.)

B.
But as the same anointing teaches you of all things, and is truth, and is no lie, and 


even as it has taught you, you shall abide in Him (John 14:26).


C.
And now, little children, abide in Him; that when (not if) He shall appear, we may 

have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His coming.


D.
If you know that He is righteous, you know that every one that does righteousness 


is born of Him.  
The anointing:

-It has recipients:  You have the anointing.

-It remains:  It remains within you.

-It is relevant:  It teaches you and works through you.

-It reveals:  It reveals truth to you.

-It is reliable:  It is reliable in helping you distinguish between truth and error. Matthew 24:24 warns against false teachers who, if it were possible, would deceive God's people.  This is not possible if you have the anointing of the Holy Spirit functioning within you.
Study questions on chapter 2:

1.
According to verse 1, what is one purpose for John writing this passage?
2.
What does the word "advocate" mean? (1)

3.
What is our recourse if we sin?  (1-2)
4.
What does the word "propitiation" mean? (2)
5.
According to verse 3, how can we be assured that we know God?  

6.
What is said of one who claims to know God and does not keep His commandments?  (4)

7.
In whom is the love of God perfected?  (5)

8.
According to verse 5, how can we know we are in God?

9.
According to verse 6, if we say we abide in Him, what should we do? 
10.
What is the old  and new commandment of which John writes?  How can the command 
be new and old at the same time?  (7-8)

11.
Contrast a person who hates his brother with one who loves his brother.  (9-11)

12.
Review verses 12‑14 and list the things written to children, fathers, and young men. 
Remember that these are categories of spiritual maturity.
13.
According  to verse 14, how did the young men overcome the wicked one?

14.
What is meant by the term "little children" used in verses 1, 12, 13, and 18?

15.
What is meant by the term fathers in verses 13-14?

16.
What is meant by the term young men in verses 13-14?

17.
What do you learn about the world in verses 15-17?
18.
What does it mean to love the world?  (15-17)

19.
If you love the world, what is the result spiritually?  (15)

20.
What three appeals of the world are mentioned in verse 16?

21.
What passes away and what abides forever?  (17)
22.
How do we know that it is the last times?  (18)

23.
Explain verse 19.  Who left whom and what did this reveal?
24.
From whom is our unction, what is the unction, and what is a major purpose for it? (20)

25.
According to verse 20, how does the anointing help you remain in truth?

26.
What do you learn about the truth in verse 21?

27.
Who is a liar, according to verse 22?

28.
What does the word "antichrist" mean?  (22)

29.
What do you learn about those who deny the Son of God?  (23)

30.
What are you to permit to abide in you and what are the results of doing so? (24)

31.
What is the promise given in verse 25?

32.
What does it mean to seduce someone?  (26)

33.
According to verses 26-27, what abides within believers and what important function 
does this presence serve? 

34.
What admonition is given in verse 28 and why is it given?

35.
According to verse 29, how can you recognize those who are born of Him?

36.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 John 3
1 Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

2 Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.

3 And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.

4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.

5 And ye know that he was manifested to take away our sins; and in him is no sin.

6 Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him.

7 Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous.

8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.

9 Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.

10 In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.

11 For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.

12 Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous.

13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.

14 We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.

15 Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.

16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.

17 But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?

18 My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.

19 And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.

20 For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.

21 Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God.

22 And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.

23 And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.
24 And he that keepeth his commandments dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby we know that he abideth in us, by the Spirit which he hath given us.

Outline 3:
I.
God's love makes us His children.  (1-3)

A.
Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should 


be called the sons of God.   

B.
Therefore the world does not know us because it did not know Him.

C.
Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be. 

1.
But we know that when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we 



shall see Him as He is.



2.
And every man that has this hope in Him purifies himself, even as He is 



pure. (If you have hope of His return, you will live a pure life.)
II.
God's love covers our sin.  (4-6)

A.
Whoever commits sin transgresses the law: for sin is the transgression of the 


law.  (Rebellion against God is lawlessness.)

B.
And you know that He was manifested to take away our sin and in Him is no 


sin.


C.
Whoever abides in Him does not sin (does not practice sin as a way of life). 

D.
Whoever sins has not seen Him, neither known Him.  


(This does not mean you will never sin after professing to be a believer, rather 


that if you continue to live in sin deliberately, you really never knew Him.)  
III.
God's love distinguishes His children from children of the devil.  (7-13)


A.
They differ in regards to sin.



1.
Little children, let no man deceive you: he that does righteousness is 



righteous, even as He is righteous.



2.
He that commits sin is of the devil; for the devil sinned from the 




beginning.   (The devil brought sin into the world.)


3.
For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the 


works of the devil.  ("Destroy" as used here means to render powerless.)



4.
Whoever is born of God does not commit sin.




a.
His seed remains in Him.  (In Genesis 1:21,24,25, God established 



a law that every living thing produced after its own kind.  This is 




true in the spiritual world also.  If the seed of God's Word is within 



you, it will produce spiritual fruit.  The nature of God Himself has 




been planted within you!) 



b.
He cannot sin, because he is born of God.



(This does not mean a believer cannot sin.  It means he cannot continue 



living in known sin because the seed of the Word of God, Jesus Christ, 



lives within him.)



5.
In this the children of God are manifest and the children of the devil: 



whoever does not do righteousness is not of God.


B.
They differ in regard to relationships.  


1.
Whoever does not love his brother is not of God.



2.
This is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love 


one another.



3.
Not as Cain, that wicked one who slew his brother (Genesis 4). 



a.
And why did he kill him? 



b.
Because his own works were evil, and his brother's 






righteous.




c.
Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hates you for the same 




reason.   (The wicked tend to hate the righteous because their holy 




lives are a rebuke to them.)
IV.
God's love empowers us to love others.  (14-19)

A.
We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. 



(We don't have to wonder.  We can know.)



1.
He that does not love his brother abides in death.



2.
Whoever hates his brother is a murderer: and you know that no murderer 



has eternal life abiding in him.  (Actual physical murder is the ultimate 



fulfillment of hatred.  See also Matthew 5:21-22.  This does not mean that 



someone who murdered cannot be saved if he truly repents.)

B.
Hereby (this is how we can) perceive the love of God, because He laid down His 


life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.


C.
But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother have need, and shuts up 


his bowels of compassion from him, how does God's love dwell in him?  (James 


2:15-16.  Remember this is addressing legitimate needs of others, not selfish 


wants and desires.  If you continue to help people who are lazy or wasting
their 


money, then you become an enabler of their poor financial management.)

D.
My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in 


truth.  (Don't just say that you love someone.  Show it by your actions.)

E.
And hereby (this is how) we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our 


hearts before Him.

V.
God's love is greater than condemnation (of guilt, shame, and regret).  (20-21)


A.
For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.


B.
Beloved, if our heart condemns us not, then have we confidence toward God.

VI.
God's love is manifested by answered prayer. Whatever we ask, we receive from Him.  
(22)

A.
Because we keep His commandments.


B.
Because we do those things that are pleasing in His sight.


(Disobedience affects your prayer life.  See also 1 Peter 3:7.)

VII.
God's love is manifested when we keep His commandments.  (23-24)

A.
And this is His commandment: That we should believe on the name of His Son 


Jesus Christ and love one another, as He commanded us.

B.
And he that keeps His commandments dwells in Him, and He in him. 

C.
And hereby we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit which He has given us.

Study questions on chapter 3:

1.
According to verse 1, what is the result of the love the Father has bestowed upon us?

2.
According to verse 1, why are believers not known by the world?

3.
According to verse 2:



-What are we to know?  


-What shall we be in the future?  


-What are we now?



-Who will we be like?  


-Who shall we see as He is?


-When will this happen?

4.
What is the result of having the hope of Christ's return?  (3)

5.
How is sin defined in verse 4?

6.
Who was manifested to take away our sins? (5)

7.
According to verse 6, how can you tell who is abiding in Him and who is not?

8.
What is the warning and  the guideline regarding righteousness in verse 7?

9.
Who committed sin from the beginning? (8)

10.
If you continue to live in sin, what does this prove?  (8)

11.
For what  purpose was the Son of God manifested?  (8)

12.
What do you learn in verses 9-10 about those who are truly born of God?

13.
Why can a person who is truly born of God not continue to live in known sin?  (9)

14.
How can you distinguish between the children of God and the children of the devil?  (10)

15.
What is the message heard from the beginning? (11)
16.
What negative example is used in verse 12 and what does this example illustrate?

17.
According to verse 13, about what are we not to be surprised?

18.
How do we know that we have passed from death unto life?  (14)

19.
What label is put on one who hates his brother? (15)  

20.
Does verse 15 mean that someone who commits murder cannot be saved?

21.
How do we know that God loves us and how should this knowledge affect our 
relationship with brothers and sisters in Christ?  (16)

22.
How is true love demonstrated?  (16-18)

23.
What important principle is taught in verse 17?

24.
What question is asked in verse 17 and how would you answer it?

25.
What do you learn in verse 18 about the love we are to show others? 
26.
What do you learn about God in verse 20?

27.
How can we know that we are of the truth and have confidence in God?  (19-21)
28.
How can we be assured that when we ask, we shall receive from God?  (22)

29.
What is the commandment in verse 23 and who gave it?

30.
How do we know that we are dwelling in God and that He is dwelling in us?  (24)

31.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 John 4
1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world.

2 Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God:

3 And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

4 Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is in the world.

5 They are of the world: therefore speak they of the world, and the world heareth them.

6 We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.

7 Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.

8 He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.

9 In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him.

10 Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

12 No man hath seen God at any time. If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, and his love is perfected in us.

13 Hereby know we that we dwell in him, and he in us, because he hath given us of his Spirit.

14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.

15 Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, and he in God.

16 And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

17 Herein is our love made perfect, that we may have boldness in the day of judgment: because as he is, so are we in this world.

18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love.

19 We love him, because he first loved us.

20 If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?

21 And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.

Outline 4:

I.
True faith recognizes and rejects deceptive spirits.  (1-4)


A.
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God 


because many false prophets (and teachers) are gone out into the world.


B.
How to know who has the Spirit of God. 


1.
Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God.


2.
Every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is 



not of God. 

C
This is the spirit of antichrist:



1.
You have heard that it should come.



2.
The antichrist spirit is now operative in the world.


D.
Overcoming deceptive spirits.  



1.
You are of God, little children, and have overcome them.



2.
Because greater is He that is in you, than he that is in the world.
II.
True faith distinguishes between truth and error.  (5-6)

A.
Those who are of the world: 


1.
Speak of the world.  (Their message is worldly.)


2.
The world hears them.  (They attract a crowd.)

B.
We are of God:  


1.
He that knows God hears us.



2.
He that is not of God does not hear us. 

C.
Hereby we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

III.
True faith is manifested by God's love.  (7-12)



A.
Beloved, let us love one another: 


1.
For love is of God.



2.
Every one that loves is born of God and knows God.



3.
He that does not love does not know God.



4.
For God is love.


B.
In this was the love of God manifested toward us because God sent His only 


begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.


C.
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent his Son to 


be the propitiation (atonement) for our sins.


D.
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.


E.
No man has seen God at any time (but God can be manifested to the world 


through our love). 

F.
If we love one another, God dwells in us, and His love is perfected in us.
IV.
True faith is confirmed by God's Spirit within us who testifies of Him.  (13-14)

A.
Hereby we  know that we dwell in Him, and He in us, because He has given us of 


His Spirit.


B.
And we have seen and do testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of 


the world.

V.
True faith is confirmed by proper confession.  (15)


Whosoever shall confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwells in him, and he in God.

VI.
True faith is confirmed by accepting God's love.  (16-19)


A.
And we have known and believed the love that God has to us. 

B.
God is love and he that dwells in love dwells in God and God in him.


C.
Herein is our love made perfect (complete):



1.
In the future: That we may have boldness in the day of judgment.



2.
In the present: Because as He is, so are we in this world.


D.
There is no fear in love. 


1.
Perfect love casts out fear. 


2.
Fear has torment. 


3.
He that fears is not made perfect in love.


E.
We love Him, because He first loved us.  (He loved us first, when we were 



unlovable because of our sin.)
VII.
True faith is confirmed by loving others. (20-21)


A.
If a man says, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar. 

B.
For he that does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God 


whom he has not seen?


C.
And this commandment we have from Him: That he who loves God love his 


brother also.  (This is not an option.  It is a commandment.)
Study questions on chapter 4:
1.
What does verse 1 instruct us to do and why?
2.
How can we know those who have the Spirit of God and those who do not?  (2-3)

3.
How can we recognize the spirit of the antichrist?  (3)
4.
Where is the spirit of the antichrist operating now?  (3)

5.
How do we overcome the enemy?  (4)
6.
Using verses 5-6, compare those in the world to those who are in God.
7.
According to verse 6, how can we distinguish between the spirit of truth and the spirit of 8.
error?

9.
How do we know that we are born of God and know Him?  (7)

10.
How do we know when someone does not know God?  (8)

11.
How was God's love manifested towards us?  (9-10)

12.
Because God loved us, what should we do?  (11)

13.
What do you learn about God in the first part of verse 12?

14.
How is God's love perfected in us?  (12)

15.
How do we know that we dwell in Him and He dwells in us?  (13-16)

16.
Using verses 8-15, summarize what you learn about the relationship of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit to each other and to us as believers.
17.
What is the result of our love being made perfect? (17)

18.
What does perfect love do in regards to fear and why?  (18)

19.
According to verse 19, why do we love Him?

20.
According to verse 20, if a man says he loves God and hates his brothers and sisters in 
Christ, what does this reveal?

21.
What question is asked in verse 20 and what is the answer?

22.
According to verse 21, what is the commandment believers have received from God?


23.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 John 5

1 Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.

2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his commandments.

3 For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

4 For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith.

5 Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God?

6 This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.

7 For there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghost: and these three are one.

8 And there are three that bear witness in earth, the spirit, and the water, and the blood: and these three agree in one.

9 If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the witness of God which he hath testified of his Son.

10 He that believeth on the Son of God hath the witness in himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.

11 And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.

12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God.

14 And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us:

15 And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.

16 If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.

17 All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.

18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth him not.

19 And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.

20 And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

21 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.

Outline 5:
(This chapter identifies marks of a true believer.)

I.
A true believer loves God and obeys His Word.  (1-3)

A.
Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God and every one that 


loves Him that begot,  loves Him also that is begotten of Him.  (If you love God, 


you will love His only begotten Son also.)

B.
By this we know that we love the children of God:



1.
Because we love God.



2.
Because we keep His commandments.


C.
For this is the love of God:



1.
That we keep His commandments.



2.
And His commandments are not grievous (burdensome).

II.
A true believer overcomes the world by faith.  (4-6)


A.
For whatsoever is born of God overcomes the world.


B.
This is the victory that overcomes the world, even our faith.


C.
Who is he that overcomes the world, but he that believes that Jesus is the Son of 


God?



1.
This is He that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ.



2.
Not by water only, but by water and blood. 

D.
And it is the Spirit that bears witness, because the Spirit is truth.

III.
A true believer's faith is confirmed by three divine witnesses.  (7-13)


(Old Testament law required three witnesses to confirm that something was true.)


A.
There are three that bear record in heaven--these three are one: 


1
The Father.



2.
The Word (Jesus Christ).


3.
The Holy Ghost,

B.
There are three that bear witness in earth--these three agree.



1.
The Spirit.  (The Holy Spirit:  John 15:26; 16:14.)


2.
The water.  (Baptism, water of the Word: John 3:5.)


3.
The blood. (Christ's death on the cross: Matthew 26:28.)

C.
If we receive the witness of men, the witness of God is greater: for this is the 


witness of God which He has testified of His Son.  (God testified of His Son 


through the Holy Spirit at His baptism and His death.)

D.
He that believes on the Son of God has the witness in himself.


E.
He that does not believe, God has made him a liar because he does not believe the 

record 
that God gave of His Son.


F.
And this is the record:



1.
That God has given to us eternal life.



2.
That this life is in His Son.



3.
That he that has the Son has life.



4.
That he that does not have the Son of God does not have life.


G.
These things I have written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God:



1.
That you may know that you have eternal life.



2.
That you may believe on the name of the Son of God.

IV.
A true believer has confidence that God hears his prayers.  (14-15)


A.
And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything 



according to His will, He hears us.

B.
And if we know that He hears us, we know that we have the petitions that we 


desired of Him.
V.
A true believer responds properly to those who err from the faith.   If any man see his 
brother sin a sin which is not unto death: (16-17)

A.
He shall ask, and He shall give him life for them that sin not unto death. 


B.
There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray for it.


C.
All unrighteousness is sin: and there is a sin not unto death.

(Theologians disagree on the meaning of a sin unto death.  Most believe it is not an 
unpardonable sin, but a sin that leads to death, perhaps like that of Ananias and Saphira 
or that of which Paul 
speaks in 1 Corinthians 11:30 and 5:4-5.  With God, there is a 
stopping place and Abraham reached it when interceding for Sodom in Genesis 18:20-
30.   This is not a subject believers should argue over. Just avoid all sin and then you 
won't have to worry about whether it is one unto death or not!)
VI.
A true believer does not continue in known sin.  (18)


A
We know that whoever is born of God does not sin.

B.
He that is begotten of God keeps himself.


C.
The wicked one does not touch him.
VII.
A true believer knows and understands the truth.  (19-20)


A.
And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in wickedness.

B.
And we know that the Son of God is come, and has given us an understanding, 


that we may know Him that is true.


C.
And we are in Him that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. 

D.
This is the true God and eternal life.
VIII.
A true believer keeps himself from anything that would come between him and God. 
 
(21)


A.
Little children, keep yourselves from idols. 


(Idols are anything you substitute for God or that takes first place in your life.)

B.
Amen. (So be it!)
Study questions on chapter 5:
1.
Explain verse 1.
2.
How do we know that we love the children of God?  (2)

3.
According to verse 3, what is the evidence of our love for God?

4.
What do you learn about God's commandments in verse 3?

5.
What do you learn about those who are born of God in verse 4?

6.
By what can we overcome the world?  (4)

7.
Who overcomes the world, according to verse 5?

8.
According to verses 6-8, what are the three witnesses who testify of Jesus?

9.
Who bears witness in heaven?  (7)
10.
Who and what bears witness on earth?  (8)

11.
What is the greatest witness we can receive?  (9)

12.
How can you know that you truly believe on the Son of God?  (10)

13.
Who does God make a liar and why?  (10)

14.
What is the record confirmed in verse 11 and how is it confirmed?

15.
Contrast those who have the Son of God and those who do not.  (12) 

16.
What is a major purpose of John's epistle?  (13)
17.
What is the confidence we have in Him?  (14)

18.
How should we ask when we pray?  (14)

19.
What assurance is given in regards to prayer in verse 15?

20.
How should we respond to believers who sin?  (16)

21.
According to verse 17, what is sin?

22.
What is meant by a "sin unto death"?  (16-17)

23.
What do we know concerning those born of God?  (18)

24.
What do we learn about the power of the wicked one in verse 18?

25.
What two things do we know according to verse 19?

26.
Of what are we assured according to verse 20?

27.
Who is the true God and eternal life?  (20)

28.
What closing admonition is given in verse 21 and how would this apply to your life?

29.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF
SECOND JOHN
AUTHOR: John.
TO WHOM: The elect lady and her children, which may mean the church and its members figuratively (see 1 Peter 5:13).  The church is always addressed in the feminine gender as the Bride of Christ. Some commentators believe the elect lady was an actual woman who might have had a church in her home.  As with all of the epistles, this book is applicable to all believers.  
PURPOSES:  To admonish believers to be faithful to sound doctrine and to warn against false teachers.

KEY VERSE:   Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. (2 John 1:9)
LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE:  We must guard against false teachers who would cause us to lose the faith and make us partakers of  their evil.

MAIN CHARACTERS:  John, the elect lady.
A BRIEF OUTLINE:

I.
Introduction: 1-4.
II.
Exhortation to walk in obedience to God's commands: 5-6.
III.
The reason to walk in obedience to God's commands: 7-11.
IV.
Conclusion: 12-13.
QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote this book?

2.
To whom is this book written?

3.
What are the purposes of the book?

4.
What is the key verse?

5.
What is the life and ministry principle of the book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF SECOND JOHN

2 John 1

1 The elder unto the elect lady and her children, whom I love in the truth; and not I only, but also all they that have known the truth;

2 For the truth's sake, which dwelleth in us, and shall be with us for ever.

3 Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.

4 I rejoiced greatly that I found of thy children walking in truth, as we have received a commandment from the Father.

5 And now I beseech thee, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment unto thee, but that which we had from the beginning, that we love one another.

6 And this is love, that we walk after his commandments. This is the commandment, That, as ye have heard from the beginning, ye should walk in it.

7 For many deceivers are entered into the world, who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist.

8 Look to yourselves, that we lose not those things which we have wrought, but that we receive a full reward.

9 Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son.

10 If there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God speed:

11 For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.

12 Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink: but I trust to come unto you, and speak face to face, that our joy may be full.

13 The children of thy elect sister greet thee. Amen.

Outline 1:

I.
Introduction.  (1-4)


A.
From:  John the elder.


B.
To: The elect lady and her children.



(Perhaps a woman who had a church in her home or a church in general since 


the female gender is always used when speaking of the church.)



1.
Whom I love in the truth (love in the truth of the Word).



2.
And not I only, but also all they that have known the truth.

C.
Purpose for writing: For the truth's sake:



1.
The truth which dwells in us.



2.
The truth which shall be with us forever.


D.
Greetings:  Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, from God the Father, and from 


the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of the Father, in truth and love.


E.
I rejoiced greatly that I found your children walking in truth, as we have 



received a commandment from the Father.  (To walk in truth is to obey the truth of 

God's Word in your daily life.)
II.
Exhortation to walk in obedience to God's commandments.  (5-6)


A.
And now I beseech (entreat) you, lady, not as though I wrote a new 



commandment unto you, but one which we had from the beginning, that we love 


one another  (John 13:35).

B.
And this is love, that we walk after His commandments (John 14:15). 

C.
This is the commandment, That, as you have heard from the beginning, you 


should 
walk in it.
III.
The reason to walk in obedience to God's commandments: To avoid deception.  (7-11)

A.
For (because)  many deceivers are entered into the world, who do not confess  


that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a deceiver and an antichrist spirit 


(against Christ).
.
B.
Look to yourselves (take care), that we do not lose those things which we have 


wrought, but that we receive a full reward.  (Remain faithful to the truths you have 

learned.)

C.
How to distinguish between deceivers and true believers: 



1.
Whosoever transgresses, and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ, has 



not God.   (Note that it is abiding in the doctrine of Christ, not just 




knowing it.)


2.
He that abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the 




Son.


D.
How to respond to deceivers.
If there come any unto you and they do not bring 


this doctrine:



1.
Do not
receive him into your house.



2.
Do not bid him God-speed, for he that bids him God-speed is partaker of 



his evil deeds.
IV.
Conclusion.  (12-13)


A.
Having many things to write unto you, I would not write with paper and ink.


B.
I trust to come unto you, and speak face-to-face, that our joy may be full.


C.
The children of your elect sister (perhaps a daughter church) greet you. 

D.
Amen (so be it).

Study questions on chapter 1:

1.
Who is the author of this epistle?  (1)

2.
Who is the recipient of this letter?  (1)


3.
How did the author feel about the recipient of this letter? (1)

4.
What is emphasized in verses 1-2 which dwells in believers and which will be with them 
forever?

5.
Who is the source of grace, mercy, and peace and how are these related to truth and love? 
(3)

6.
According to verse 4, what caused John to rejoice?

7.
What does it mean to walk in truth and from whom did this command come?  (4)

8.
Summarize what you learned about truth in verses 1-4,
9.
What specific commandment did John emphasize in verses 5-6?

10.
What is the warning in verse 7?

11.
According to verse 7, how can you recognize a deceiver?

12.
What does the word "antichrist" mean?  (7)

13.
What warning is given in verse 8?
14.
According to verse 9, how can you distinguish between those who are of God and those 
who are not of God?

15.
What is stated regarding doctrine in verses 9-10? 

16.
According to verses 9-11, how are believers to respond to deceivers and why are they to 
respond in this way?

17.
According to verse 12, what was John's desire?

18.
From whom did John extend greetings in verse 13? 

19.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF
THIRD JOHN
AUTHOR: John.
TO WHOM:  The book is addressed to a man named Gaius. It is written to him and the church with which he was connected. There is no way to identify who this man  was, as the Bible gives no further information about him other than what is in this chapter.  As with all of the epistles, this book is applicable to all believers.  
PURPOSES: To commend Gaius and Demetrius and to reprove the unchristian  behavior of Diotrephes, providing both positive and negative examples for believers to follow.  
KEY VERSE:   Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God. (3 John 1:11)
LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE:  Our lives are examples of either good or evil.

MAIN CHARACTERS:  John, Gaius, Diotrephes, Demetrius. 

A BRIEF OUTLINE:

I.
Introduction: 1-2.

II.
The believer's relation to truth: 3-4.


III.
The believer's relation to fellow-believers: 5-8.


IV.
The believer's relation to good and evil: 9-12.


V.
Conclusion: 13-14.
QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote this book?

2.
To whom is this book written?

3.
What are the purposes of the book?

4.
What is the key verse?

5.
What is the life and ministry principle of the book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF THIRD JOHN

3 John 1
1 The elder unto the wellbeloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth.

2 Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth.

3 For I rejoiced greatly, when the brethren came and testified of the truth that is in thee, even as thou walkest in the truth.

4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.

5 Beloved, thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers;

6 Which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well:

7 Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles.

8 We therefore ought to receive such, that we might be fellowhelpers to the truth.

9 I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loveth to have the preeminence among them, receiveth us not.

10 Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he doeth, prating against us with malicious words: and not content therewith, neither doth he himself receive the brethren, and forbiddeth them that would, and casteth them out of the church.

11 Beloved, follow not that which is evil, but that which is good. He that doeth good is of God: but he that doeth evil hath not seen God.

12 Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of the truth itself: yea, and we also bear record; and ye know that our record is true.

13 I had many things to write, but I will not with ink and pen write unto thee:

14 But I trust I shall shortly see thee, and we shall speak face to face. Peace be to thee. Our friends salute thee. Greet the friends by name.

Outline 1:
I.
Introduction. (1-2)


A.
From:
John, the elder.


B.
To: The well-beloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth.


C.
John's wish for him: Beloved, I wish above all things that you may prosper and be 


in health, even as your soul prospers (physical, spiritual, and material prosperity).
II.
The believer's relation to truth. (3-4)

A.
Truth is in you.

B.
You walk in the truth.


C.
I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.
III.
The believer's relation to fellow-believers. (5-8)

A.
Believers are to minister to others: Beloved, do faithfully whatsoever you do 


to the brethren and to strangers.

B.
Believers should be known for their love to the brethren and strangers. 



1.
Which have borne witness of 
your charity before the church.



2.
Whom if you bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, you shall 



do well.

C.
Believers are to go forth for His names' sake relying solely upon Him: Because 


that for His name's sake they went forth, taking nothing from the Gentiles.

D. 
Believers are to be fellow-helpers of the truth:  We therefore ought to receive 


such, that we might be fellow-helpers to the truth.


IV.
The believer's relation to good and evil.  (9-12)

A.
Diotrephes as an example of evil. 



1.
I wrote unto the church: but Diotrephes, who loves to have the 




preeminence among them, did not receive us.  (He had ambitious, self-



promoting desires.)


2.
Wherefore, if I come, I will remember his deeds which he does:




a.
He prated  (slandered) against us (the leadership) with malicious 




words.




b.
He was discontented.




c.
He refused to receive John and the brethren.




d.
He tried to get others to reject them also.





e.
He excommunicated  believers who wanted to accept the 





leadership set in the church by God.




 (Do we see some "Diostrephes-like" people in our churches today?)


3.
The proper response to such evil.



a.
Do not follow that which is evil.




b.
Follow that which is good, for he that does good is of God.



c.
He that does evil has not seen God.

B.
Demetrius as an example of good.


1.
He had a good report (testimony) of all men.


2. 
His life was properly aligned with the truth of God's Word.


3.
He had a good reputation with the leadership in the church.
V.
Conclusion.  (13-14)

A.
I had many things to write, but I will not write with ink and pen unto you.  

B.
I trust to see you shortly and we shall speak face-to-face.

C.
Peace to Gaius.

D.
Salutations between friends.

Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
Who is the author of this epistle? (1)
2.
To whom is the epistle addressed?  (1)

3.
In verse 1, what do you learn about John's relationship with Gaius?

4.
What desire was expressed in behalf of Gaius?  (2)

5.
What caused John to rejoice? (3-4)

6.
What faithfulness had Gaius exhibited and did John commend in verses 5-6?

7.
For whose sake did those who share the Gospel go forth?  Did the Gentiles aid their 
efforts? (7)
8.
According to verse 8, how can one be a fellow-helper to the truth?
9.
Using verses 9-10, describe Diotrephes.

10.
What command is given in verse 11?

11.
How can you distinguish between those who are of God and those not of God?  (11)

12.
Using verse 12, describe Demetrius.

13.
What desire does John express in verses 13-14?

14.
What blessing is bestowed in verse 14?

15.
What phrases in verse 14 reveal that John valued his friends?
16.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDIES

1.
First, Second, and Third John were written by John the son of  Zebedee  and Salome.  
John also wrote the Gospel of John and the book of  Revelation.  Study more about John 
in the following references.





-Mark 5:37

Selected as a disciple.
Jesus recognized




-Luke 8:51

Called to follow Jesus.





-Matthew 17:1

Witnesses transfiguration.





-Luke 9:54

Wants to call fire down.





-Mark 10:35

Requests to sit by Christ.
Desire to learn




-Mark 13:3

Asks privately about the signs of the end.





-Luke 22:8

Helps prepare the Passover.





-John 13:23,25
Asks identity of  Christ's betrayer.





-Matthew 26:37
With Christ in the Garden.





-Matthew 26:56
Forsakes Christ.





-John 18:15-16
Follows far off.
Trustworthy




-John 19:26

Accepts responsibility for Mary.
Enthusiastic




-John 20:2-3

Outruns Peter at Christ's tomb.
outraged




-John 21:1-7

Fishing with Peter when Jesus appears.
2.
Seven tests of genuine Christian experience.

-1 John 2:29
He does righteousness.


-1 John 3:9
He does not commit sin.


-1 John 4:7
He loves others.

-1 John 5:1
He believes Jesus is Christ.


-1 John 5:12
He has the Son.


-1 John 5:4
He overcomes the world.

-1 John 5:18 
He does not sin.


-1 John 5:18
He keeps himself so the wicked one does not touch him.

3.
Contrasts in 1 John:



-Light vs. darkness: 


1 John 1:5-2:11



-Father vs. the world: 


1 John 2:12-17



-Christ vs. the antichrist:

1 John 2:18-28



-Good works vs. evil:


1 John 2:29-3:24



-Holy Spirit vs. error: 


1 John 4:1-6



-Love vs. pretense:
 

1 John 4:7-21



-True believers vs. unbelievers:
1 John 5:1-21   

4.
 Three statements of purpose in 1 John:  1:4; 2:1; 5:13.
special traits


5.
Study the subject of sonship in 1 John:


 -The fact of sonship: 1 John 2:29; 3:1.


 -The mark of sonship:  Practical righteousness: 1 John 2:29.


 -The privilege of sonship:  We are objects of His love: 1 John 3:1.


 -The consciousness of sonship: We know we are His sons: 1 John 3:2.


 -The exclusiveness of sonship:  The world does not know us: 1 John 3:1.


 -The final result of sonship: We shall be like Him: 1 John 3:2.


 -The demands of sonship: To purify ourselves as He is pure: 1 John 3:3.
6.
Read through 1 John and underline the word "know" or "known" each time it is used.  Then, 
from what you have underlined, make a list of things you should know. 

7.
Read through 1 John and mark each use of the words "love" and "truth."  Summarize what is 
taught on these key subjects.

8.
What false teachers denied:


-They denied that Jesus was the Son of God: 1 John 2:22; 5:1,5.


-They denied Jesus had come in the flesh: 1 John 4:2; 2 John 7.


-They denied authority of the Word: 1 John 2:4.


-They denied their own sinfulness: 1 John 1:8,10.


-They denied salvation through the work of Jesus: 1 John 2:2.


-They denied the command to love one another: 1 John 12:9.


-They denied the authority of church leaders: 1 John 1:4; 3 John 10.
9.
The antichrist is a spirit that opposes and denies Jesus Christ.  It became operative
when Satan 
first rebelled against God.  It is presently manifested through ungodly leaders, the world system, 
the media, and people
in general who oppose Christ. In the end-time,  an actual person called 
the antichrist will lead the final rebellion against God.  See 1 John 2:18, 22; 4:3; and 2 John 7.

10.
What do you learn about God in 1 John 1:5; 4:24; and 4:8?

11.
One purpose of John's epistle was that the believers' joy might be full.  Joy is inner gladness, 
a deep-seated assurance and confidence that results from having faith in God.  Here are some 
biblical facts about joy:

-Our joy is supernatural.  It is the joy of the Holy Spirit and is based upon the Lord, not 

on material things or circumstances: John 15:11; James 1:2.

-Because it is supernatural joy, you can remain joyous despite trials and 

 
  
  tribulations: James 1:2; 2 Corinthians 7:4.


-Joy is a vital part of the Kingdom of God: Romans 14:17.


-The Bible encourages believers to be joyful and express this joy unto the Lord: 
  
  Psalms 5:11; 35:9; 63:5; 66:1; 81:1; 95:1-2; 149:5; 98:4,6,8; 100:1.

-It God's desire that you have joy: John 15:11; 17:13.

-What brings joy?


-Your faith in God:  Romans 15:13; 1 Timothy 1:4.


-Fellowship with the Father and Son: 1 John 1:3-4.


-Repentance: Luke 15: 7, 10.



-The knowledge that you have victory over sin, death, and hell: John 14:28;

 
  16:20-22.


-The hope of glory: Romans 14:17; Hebrews 12:2; 1 Peter 4:13.


-The Lord's Word: John 15:11.



-Doing the will of God:  John 15:11,32; 17:13.



-Prayer: John 16:24.



-The fellowship of believers: 1 John 1:3-4.


-New converts: Luke 15:5; 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20.



-Hearing that others walk in the truth: 3 John 1:4.


-Giving: 2 Corinthian s 8:2; Hebrews 10:34.



-Being in the presence of God: Psalm 16:11.
