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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF JAMES
AUTHOR:  James.  

TO WHOM:  Jewish believers of the twelve tribes.  As with all of the epistles, it is also to all believers of all times. 

PURPOSE:  To comfort believers undergoing trials and temptations and demonstrate how faith is evidenced by good works.
KEY VERSES:   
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations...(James 1:2)

For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. (James 2:26)
LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE:  Faith is necessary for trials and temptations and is evidenced by good works.

MAIN CHARACTERS:  James, Abraham, Isaac, Rahab, Job, Elijah. 

A BRIEF OUTLINE:


Chapter 1
Faith and trials.
Chapter 2
Faith and works.
Chapter 3
Faith and the tongue.
Chapter 4
Faith and relationships.
Chapter 5
Faith and the future.
QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What are the purposes of the book?

4.
What are the key verses?

5.
What is the life and ministry principle of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF JAMES

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1James 1
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting.

2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh patience.

4 But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not; and it shall be given him.

6 But let him ask in faith, nothing wavering. For he that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

7 For let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.

8 A double minded man is unstable in all his ways.

9 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is exalted:

10 But the rich, in that he is made low: because as the flower of the grass he shall pass away.

11 For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withereth the grass, and the flower thereof falleth, and the grace of the fashion of it perisheth: so also shall the rich man fade away in his ways.

12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him.

13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:

14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.

15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

16 Do not err, my beloved brethren.

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

18 Of his own will begat he us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

19 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath:

20 For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.

21 Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls.

22 But be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.

23 For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:

24 For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was.

25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed.

26 If any man among you seem to be religious, and bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, this man's religion is vain.

27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world.

Outline 1:

(In this chapter, James deals with trials and temptations.  Trials are problems that come from without, temptation from within.  Difficult trials sometimes result in temptation.)

I.
Introduction.  (1)

A.
From: James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.



(James identifies himself as a servant of God rather than a half-brother to Jesus, 


which he was.  He viewed his spiritual relationship as more important than his 


physical relationship.  See Matthew 23:8-12 regarding serving. Can this be said 


of you? See  Supplemental Study One for further information on James.)

B.
To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad.  (James is the only New 



Testament book addressed to the twelve tribes of Israel scattered abroad in the 


Gentile nations.  As with all of the epistles, however, it applies also to believers 


today.)

II.
The joy of and trials temptations. My brethren, count it all joy when you fall (encounter) 
into divers (various kinds of) temptations. (2)  (Note that it says "when", not "if."  
Temptations will come--for sure--and they will be of various kinds.)
III.
The attitude necessary in trials and temptation:  Patience (endurance).  (3-4)


A.
Know this,  that the trying of your faith works patience.  (You can work 



from a position of knowing that trials will somehow benefit you.)

B.
But let patience have her perfect work.  ("Let" means that you must cooperate 


with the process and not rebel against the trials that you encounter.)

C.
That you may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.  (If you respond properly to 


trials and temptations, you will lack nothing and become spiritually mature.  Just 


because one grows old as a believer does not mean they mature.  Maturity only 


comes through responding positively to the Word and God's work in your life)
IV.
The gift necessary to successfully endure trials and temptations: Wisdom. (Wisdom is the 
practical use of knowledge, being able to view things from God's perspective.) If any of 
you lack wisdom: (5-8)

A.
Let him ask (repeatedly) of God.


B.
He gives (wisdom) to all men liberally.


C.
He does not upbraid (find fault with you for asking).


D.
Wisdom shall be given if you ask in faith without wavering.



1.
He that wavers is like a wave of the sea driven with the 





wind and tossed.


2.
Let not that man think that he shall receive anything (that he asks) 




of the Lord.



3.
Such a double-minded man is unstable in all his ways.
V.
Who is tempted and tried:  Temptations and trials come to all men, regardless of their 
status in life.  (9-11)


A.
The poor: Let the brother of low degree (humble circumstances) rejoice in that he 


is exalted (as a believer).

B.
The rich:  Let the rich rejoice in that he is made low (humbled as a believer).


C.
An example from nature: 


1.
As the flower of the grass he (the ungodly rich) shall pass away.



2.
For the sun is no sooner risen with a burning heat, but it withers the grass, 



the flower thereof falls, and the grace of the fashion (beauty) of it 




perishes.



3.
So also shall the rich man fade away in his ways (in the midst of 




his pursuits).
VI
The blessing, source, cycle, and warning of temptation.  (12-16)

A.
The blessing of temptation: Blessed is the man that endures temptation (doesn't 


give up): For when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life (eternal life), 


which the Lord has promised to them that love Him.


B.
The source of temptation: Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of 


God: 


1.
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither does He tempt any man.


2.
Every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own lust and 




enticed.  (The word "every" indicates that no one is exempt from 




temptation. We must take personal responsibility for our own sin.



From the beginning of sin, mankind's tendency has been to blame others.  



See Genesis 3:12-13.)


C.
The cycle of temptation:



1.
Lust.  (Lust is evil desire.  Stop sin in the desire stage of temptation. See 



Proverbs 23:7.)


2.
Lust conceives and brings forth sin.  (You will become pregnant with sin 



if you do not dealt properly with lust.)


3.
Sin, when it is finished, brings forth death (physical, spiritual, and eternal 



death).

D.
The warning about temptation: Do not err (be deceived), my beloved brethren. 


(Lust is uncontrolled desire.  It leads to sin.  Go to the root cause--lust--and ask 


God to change your desires.  It has been said:  Sow a thought, reap an act. Sow 


an act, reap a habit.  Sow a habit, reap your character--and your character 


affects your destiny.)

VII.
Who to turn to in times of temptation and trials:  God.  (17-18)


A.
He sends only good and perfect gifts.


B.
He is the Father of lights.


C.
There is no variableness (changing, double-mindedness)  in Him.


D.
There is no shadow of turning (reversing).


E.
He is the one who of His own will begot us (birthed us spiritually) with  us with 


the Word of truth.


F.
He desires that we be a kind of first-fruits of His creatures.  (This refers to the first 

portion of spiritual harvest, a parallel of what is taught regarding the natural 


harvest in Exodus 34:22 and elsewhere in the Old Testament.)
VIII.
Wherefore  (in light of what you have learned about temptation):  (19-20)

A.
Let every man be swift to hear (God and His Word).


B.
Let every man be slow to speak.  (More on this in James chapter 3.)

C.
Let every man be slow to wrath--for the wrath of man does not work the 



righteousness of God.  (Wrath is a sudden outburst of passionate anger.  It is an 


environment in which unrighteousness flourishes.)

D.
Lay aside: 



1.
All filthiness.



2.
Superfluity of naughtiness (excess of evil).
IX.
The Word of God and temptation. (21-27)


A.
Receive with meekness the engrafted (implanted) word, which is able to save your 

souls (from temptation).



(If you are to receive the Word, you must make room for it by laying aside 



filthiness and naughtiness mentioned in the previous passage.  Note the power of 


the engrafted Word:  It is able to save your soul.  Receiving it with meekness 


means to be humble and receptive to it.)


B.
Be doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves.


(A "doer" is an active listener who applies what they have learned which will keep 

them  in times of temptation)



1.
For if any be a hearer of the Word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man 



beholding his natural face in a glass.


2.
For he beholds himself, goes his way, and straightway forgets what 



manner of man he was.



3.
But whoever looks (intently) into the perfect law of liberty and continues 



therein:




a.
He is not a forgetful hearer.




b.
He is a doer of the work (the Word he has heard).




c.
He will be blessed in his deed (because he acts upon what he 




heard).


C.
The evidences of the engrafted Word.  (26‑27)


1.
Speech: If any man among you seem to be religious and does not bridle 



(control)  tongue, but deceives his own heart, this man's religion is vain.



2.
Service:  Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is 




to visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction.




(This not only means actual orphans and widows, but also the spiritually 



 alienated.)


3.
Separation: To keep himself unspotted from the world.




(The life of the believer will be marked by self-control, love for others, and 


holiness. The principle here is that the engrafted Word of God is 




evidenced by good works.)

Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
Who is the author of this book?  (1)
2.
How does the author identify himself?  (1)

3.
To whom is the book written?  (1-2)

4.
How does James say we should respond when we encounter temptation? (2)
5.
What attitude is necessary during times of trials and temptation and what will be 
accomplished if we have this attitude?  (3-4)
6.
What are you to do if you lack wisdom?  (5)

7.
How does God respond to a sincere request for wisdom?  (5)

8.
How should you ask for wisdom?  (6)

9.
What natural example is used to represent someone who does not ask properly for 
wisdom?  (6)

10.
What happens when you do not ask in faith for wisdom?  (6-7)

11.
What does verse 8 say about a double-minded man?
12.
According to verses 9-11, why should both rich and poor rejoice?  Explain the meaning 
of this passage.  To what is the rich man compared?
13.
What is promised to those who endure temptation? (12)

14.
What is the real source of temptation?  (13-15)

15.
What does lust conceive?  (15)
16.
What does sin bring forth when it is finished?  (15)

17.
What is the warning in verse 16?

18.
Where do all good gifts come from?  (17)
19.
What do you learn about your Heavenly Father in verse 17?

20.
What did God do for us and what is His purpose?  (18)

21.
What are the warnings in verse 19?

22.
What is the wrath of man unable to do?  (20)

23.
What are you told to lay apart in verse 21?
24.
What are you told to receive in verse 21?

25.
What will the engrafted Word of God do for you?  (21)

26.
What are we instructed to do in verse 22?

27.
How can we deceive ourselves in regards to the Word of God?  (22)

28.
How is one who hears the Word and refuses to do it described?  (23-24)

29.
How is a doer of the Word described in verse 25?

30.
According to verses 26-27, what are the evidences of true religion? 

31.
Study the temptation of Eve in Genesis 3:1-6 and of Jesus in Matthew 4:1-11.  How was 
the strategy of the enemy similar in the attacks on Eve and Jesus?  How did their 
responses differ?  What did Satan misrepresent and misquote in both cases?
32.
Using what you learned in this chapter, explain the difference between trials and 
temptations.

33.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

James 2
1 My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons.

2 For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment;

3 And ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool:

4 Are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?

5 Hearken, my beloved brethren, Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which he hath promised to them that love him?

6 But ye have despised the poor. Do not rich men oppress you, and draw you before the judgment seats?

7 Do not they blaspheme that worthy name by the which ye are called?

8 If ye fulfil the royal law according to the scripture, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself, ye do well:

9 But if ye have respect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law as transgressors.

10 For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, he is guilty of all.

11 For he that said, Do not commit adultery, said also, Do not kill. Now if thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law.

12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.

13 For he shall have judgment without mercy, that hath shewed no mercy; and mercy rejoiceth against judgment.

14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not works? can faith save him?

15 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,

16 And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?

17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.

18 Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.

19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble.

20 But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar?

22 Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect?

23 And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

24 Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

25 Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?

26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

Outline 2:
I.
An evidence of true faith: Refraining from showing respect of persons  (partiality based 
on wealth or other factors).  (1-9)

A.
The admonition:  My brethren, do not have the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 


Lord of glory,
with respect of persons.  (Do not claim to be a believer and 



discriminate against others.)

B.
An illustration of showing partiality.  


1.
For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in 




goodly apparel (evidences of wealth), and there come in also a poor man in 


vile raiment...


2.
And you have respect to him that wears the gay clothing and say unto 



him, "Sit here in a good place"...


3.
And say to the poor, "Stand there, or sit here under my footstool"... 


4.
Are you not then partial (divided) in yourselves, and are become judges of 



evil thoughts (judging others with wrong motives)?

C.
The explanation:  Hearken, my beloved brethren:



1.
The poor.



a.
Has not God chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith?



b.
Has He not chosen them to be heirs of the Kingdom which He has 




promised to them that
love Him?




c.
But you have despised the poor. 


2.
The rich.




a.
Do not rich men oppress you?




b.
Do they not draw you before the judgment seats?




c.
Do they not blaspheme that worthy name by which you are called?


D.
The application:



1.
If you fulfill the royal law according to the scripture, "You shall love your 



neighbor as yourself," you do well (Leviticus 19:18).


2.
But if you have respect to persons:




a.
You commit sin.




b.
You are convinced (convicted) of the law as transgressors.
II.
The law apart from faith.  (10-13)

A.
For whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point (such as 


showing partiality), he is guilty of breaking it all.


B.
For He that said, "Do not commit adultery", also said, "Do not kill". Now if you 


commit no adultery, yet if you kill, you become a transgressor of the law.

C.
So you speak and act as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty.  (You are 


talking and acting as one who will be judged by the law.)


1.
For he shall have judgment without mercy, that has shown no mercy.




(We will be judged as we have judged others.)



2.
Mercy rejoices against judgment (mercy triumphs over judgment).
III.
Faith and works compared.  (14-20) 

A.
Introduction:



1.
What does it profit, my brethren, though a man say he has faith and has 



not works? 


2.
Can faith save him?


B.
The example of a brother in need:  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of 


daily food, and one of you say unto them, "Depart in peace, be warmed and 


filled" --notwithstanding you do not give them those things which are needful to 


the body--what does it profit?  (Proof of genuine faith is works.)

C.
The application of the example.



1.
Even so faith, if it has not works, is dead, being alone.



2.
Yes, a man may say, "You have faith, and I have works: show me your 



faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works."

.
3.
But belief is not enough:  You believe that there is one God; you do well: 



the devils also believe, and tremble.  (Demons believe with their intellect 



and emotions, but not with their heart.  That kind of belief cannot save 



you.  Mark 3:11-12 and Luke 8:31.)


D.
But will you not know, oh vain man, that faith without works is dead?

IV.
Examples of  the relationship between faith and works. (21-26)


A.
The example of Abraham.  


1.
Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered Isaac, 



his son, upon the altar?  (Genesis 22)


2.
See how faith wrought (was expressed) with his works, and by works was 



his faith made perfect?



3.
And the scripture was fulfilled which said:




a.
Abraham believed God, and it was imputed (counted)  unto him for 



righteousness. 






b.
And he was called the Friend of God.




(Genesis 15;6; 2 Chronicles 20:7; Isaiah 41:8).



4.
You see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

B.
The example of Rahab. Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, 

when she had received the messengers (who were spying out the land), and had 


sent them out 
another way?  (Joshua 2:1-21; 6:25.)



(Abraham and Rahab were extreme opposites, yet both were justified by acting on 

their faith.)

C.
The example of the human body: For as the body without the spirit is dead, so 


faith without works is dead also.  (26) 
(James is not saying that salvation depends on works, but he is questioning the experience of those whose lives never show any evidences of faith by their works.  Note the repetitions of  "faith without works is dead"  in 2:17, 20, 26.  When the soul separates from the body, the body decays.  In a similar way, faith without works is dead.  Faith justifies the man.  Works justify the faith.   Hebrews stresses faith, James emphasizes works. James is not arguing that good works are a means of salvation, but that good works justify faith.  Paul wrote Hebrews 11 as the faith chapter;  James would call it the works chapter.   Paul is looking at the root of faith, James is looking at the fruit of faith.  James stresses conduct not just creed; behavior, not just belief; deeds, not just doctrine; action, not just attitude.)
Study questions on chapter 2:
1.
What do you learn about respect of persons in verses 1-4?
2.
What two gifts has God given to the poor?  (5)

3.
What attitude had the believers been showing towards the poor?  (6)

4.
What questions are asked in verses 5-7 and what point is James making?
5.
What is the royal law?  (8)
6.
What is the result of having respect of persons? (9)

7.
What happens if you offend in even one point of the law?  (10-11

8.
What point is James making in verses 10-12?

9.
Who will have judgment without mercy? (12-13)

10.
What quality rejoices against judgment? (13)

11.
Explain the relation between faith and works as discussed in verses 14-17.

12.
What kind of faith is considered a dead faith? (17 and 20)

13.
Explain verse 18.

14.
According to verse 19, who also believes in God and how do they respond?  How does 
this show that an intellectual and emotional response to God is not sufficient?  

15.
What example of faith and works is used in verses 21-23?
16.
What was imputed as righteousness to Abraham?  (23)

17.
By what title was Abraham called?  (23)

18.
What is James saying in verse 24?  Is he teaching salvation is by works?
19.
What example of faith and works is used in verse 25?

20.
What comparison is made in verse 26?

21.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

James 3
1 My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater condemnation.

2 For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body.

3 Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their whole body.

4 Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, whithersoever the governor listeth.

5 Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth!

6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.

7 For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind:

8 But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

9 Therewith bless we God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the similitude of God.

10 Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be.

11 Doth a fountain send forth at the same place sweet water and bitter?

12 Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh.

13 Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good conversation his works with meekness of wisdom.

14 But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth.

15 This wisdom descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish.

16 For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.

17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy.

18 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace.

Outline 3:

(One of the greatest demonstrations of the engrafted Word and of true faith is being able to tame your tongue.)

I.
Taming the tongue.   (1-13)

A.
The importance of your words.



1.
My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the 



greater condemnation.  ("Masters" as used here means teachers.  Teachers 


are held to a higher standard because of their position as communicators 



of God's Word.)


2.
For in many things we offend all (we all are capable of offending). 


3.
If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man and able also to 



bridle the whole body.


B.
Examples of  effective control.



1.
A bit: Behold, we put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us 



and we turn about their whole body.



2.
A ship: Behold also the ships, which though they be so great and are 



driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, 



wherever the governor lists (wherever the helmsman determines).


C.
Examples of the tongue out of control. Even so, the tongue is a little member and 


boasts great things (it can change the course of your life).  It is compared to:


1.
A fire: 

 

a.
Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindles!  (The tongue 




is inflammatory.)



b.
The tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity.




c.
So is the tongue among our members, that it defiles the 





whole body.




d.
It sets on fire the course of nature (it fuels man's basic sin nature).




e.
It is set on fire of hell.



2.
An untamed beast.




a.
For every kind of beast, bird,  serpent, and things in the sea, 




is tamed, and has been tamed by mankind.



b.
But the tongue can no man tame because it is an unruly evil, full of 



deadly 
poison.



(The tongue cannot be tamed by man.  It can only be tamed with the 



help of the Lord.  See Psalm 141:3,Colossians 4:6, and Ephesians 4:29.)

D.
The contrast of speech that blesses and curses.


1.
Therewith (with the tongue) we bless God, even the Father.



2.
With the same tongue we curse men, which are made after the similitude 



of God.



3.
Out of the same mouth proceeds blessing and cursing. 


4.
My brethren, these things ought not to be.

E.
Natural examples illustrating this contrast.



1.
A fountain: Does a fountain send forth at the same place sweet and bitter 



water?... So no fountain can yield  both salt water and fresh (bitter and



 sweet).



2.
A fig tree:  Can the fig tree bear olive berries? 


3.
A vine:  Can a (grape) vine bear  figs? 

F.
A wise man controls his tongue.



1.
Who is a wise man and endued with knowledge among you? 


2.
Let him show out of a good conversation his works with meekness of 



wisdom. 

II.
Sensual and spiritual wisdom contrasted.  (14-18)


(See also James 1:5-7.  Don't confuse wisdom with knowledge.  Many have knowledge, 
but no wisdom in how to apply what they know.)


A.
Sensual, earthly wisdom.



1.
But if you have bitter envying and strife in your hearts, glory not (don't 



boast), and lie 
not against the truth (don't be deceived).



2.
This wisdom descends not from above, but is earthly, sensual, and 




devilish.



3.
For where envying and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work.

(In summary, the wisdom of this world is full of bitter envy, strife, it is earthly, sensual, 
devilish, and results in envy, strife, confusion, and every evil work.  This is because 
such wisdom reflects the limited viewpoint of the world without God.)


B.
Spiritual, heavenly wisdom. Wisdom that is from above is:



1.
Pure. (Holy, clean from contamination.)


2.
Peaceable.  (Seeks to make peace and be a person of peace, peace-loving, 



courteous, considerate.)


3.
Gentle. (Kind in dealing with others and tolerant of them.)


4.
Easy to be entreated. (Yields to reason.)


5.
Full of mercy.  (Extends to others the same mercy received from 




God.)



6.
Full of good fruits.  (A doer of the Word, not just a hearer.)


7.
Without partiality. (No respect of persons.)


8.
Without hypocrisy. (Sincere, not an act.)


9.
Sows the fruit of righteousness in peace of them that make peace.



(It is rightly related to others.  To harvest righteousness you must have a 



certain spiritual climate, that is generated by the qualities listed in verses 



1-8)


(In summary, wisdom from above is pure, peaceable, gentle, easily entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, without hypocrisy, and sows the fruit of 
righteousness in peace.) 
Study questions on chapter 3:
1.
Why does James warn against desiring to be a teacher?  (1)
2.
Who is described as a perfect man in verse 2?

3.
If you control your tongue, what else does this assure control over?  (2)

4.
In verses 3-4, what examples of  small things are used to illustrate the power of the 
tongue?

5.
How is the tongue described in verses 6-7?

6.
What is listed as having been tamed by mankind?  (7)

7.
What can no man tame without God's help and why? (8)

8.
Describe the contrasts in verses 9-12.  What examples are used and what is the point 
being made?

9.
What should be evident in the life of a wise and knowledgeable man? (13)

10.
According to verse 14, what negative attitudes are we to avoid?
11.
What does it mean to lie against the truth? (14)

12.
Compare the two kinds of wisdom described in verses 14‑18.  What is the source of each?  
What are the evidences of each?
13.
How is the fruit of righteousness sown?  (18)
14.
What verses refer to God in this chapter, and how is He described in each? 

15.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

James 4

1 From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members?

2 Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not.

3 Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts.

4 Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

5 Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?

6 But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.

7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.

8 Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded.

9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness.

10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.

11 Speak not evil one of another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law: but if thou judge the law, thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge.

12 There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?

13 Go to now, ye that say, To day or to morrow we will go into such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain:

14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away.

15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.

16 But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil.

17 Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.

Outline 4:

I.
Faith and relationships:  Where do wars and fighting (divisions) among you come from? 

Your lusts (intense sinful desires) that war in your members. (1-5)

A.
Lust hinders your relationship with others. 


1.
You lust, and have not.



2
You kill.  (This is not actual physical murder, but an inward condition of 



the heart--attitude and actions towards others like hatred, gossip, and 



anger--that kills relationships and reputations.)


3.
You desire to have, and cannot obtain (what you seek).



4.
You fight and war (among yourselves).


(James identifies several types of divisions in his epistle:  Class divisions: 2:1-9; 
employment divisions: 5:1-6; church divisions: 1:19-20 and 3:13-18; and personal 
divisions: 4:11-12.)


B.
Lust hinders prayer.


1.
You have not, because you ask not.


2.
You ask, and receive not, because you ask amiss, that you may consume it 



upon your lusts (your own selfish motives).

C.
Lust hinders your relationship with God.



1.
You adulterers and adulteresses, do you not know that friendship of the 



world is enmity with God?   (Believers are compared to unfaithful mates 



when they are friends of the world.  To be a friend of the world means you 



embrace  the philosophy, attitudes, actions, etc. of the world.  See also 



Jeremiah 31:32 and Ephesians 5:23-32.)


2.
Whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.


D.
Lust grieves the Holy Spirit. Do you think that the scripture said in vain, The 


spirit that dwells in us lusts to envy?  (The spirit addressed here is the Holy Spirit 


who is grieved and responds with holy jealousy over believers because of their 


conduct.)
II.
Dealing with division and its root cause of lust.  (6-17)


A.
Humble yourself:  


1.
He gives more grace (abundant, all that is needed). 


2.
God resists the proud, but gives grace unto the humble.


B.
Submit yourself to God.  (Obediently put yourself under His care and direction.)

C.
Resist (take a stand against) the devil, and he will flee from you.


D.
Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you.

E.
Cleanse your hands, you sinners.


F.
Purify your hearts, you double-minded.


G.
Be afflicted, mourn, and weep: 


1.
Let your laughter be turned to mourning.



2.
Let your joy be turned to heaviness.




(Sin should never be taken lightly.)


H.
Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up.


I.
Get right with others.


1.
Do not speak evil one of another. 


2.
He that speaks evil of his brother and judges him, speaks evil of the 



law, and judges the law. 


3.
Do not judge others. 




a.
But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge.




b.
There is one lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy.  (There is 



only One lawgiver with the power of life and death.)



c.
Who are you that judges another?



(We judge others because it boosts our own self-image, it makes us feel 



our own lives are better than the person who failed, it points out how 



strong we are in contrast to the person who failed, or provides an outlet 



for hurt and revenge.  No matter why we do it, God calls it sin. You do not 


have all the facts and you are trying to usurp God's authority when you 



judge others.)

J.
Be humbly dependent upon God.


1.
Go to now (come now), you that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into 



such a city, and continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain.



a.
You do not know what shall be on the morrow. 



b.
For what is your life? It is even a vapor, that appears for a little 




time, and then vanishes away.



2.
For you ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that.



3.
But now you rejoice in your boastings and all such rejoicing is evil.



(Planning ahead is not wrong if you seek God's will and plan accordingly.  It 


is when you plan your own schedule, destination, activities, predict your own 


success and boast about it that it is wrong. Self-sufficiency is planning without 


God's direction-verse 13; it is failure to understand the uncertainty of life-verse 


14; failure to acknowledge God-verse 15; it is boastful and arrogant-verse 16; 


and God calls it sin-verse 17.)

K.
Do what you know is right: Therefore to him that knows to do good, and does it 


not, to him it is sin.

Study questions on chapter 4:
1.
What question is asked in verse 1? What is the answer which is also presented as a question in verse 1?

2.
According to verses 2-3, why were the people desiring and not obtaining, asking and not 
receiving?
3.
How does James refer to those who are friends with the world?  (4)

4.
If you are friends with the world (its system, attitudes, actions, etc.), then who is your 
enemy?  (4)

5.
What spirit is spoken of in verse 5 and what is revealed about it?
6.
Who gives grace, to whom is it given, and who does God resist?  (6)

7.
What commands are given in verse 7 and what will be the results of obedience? 

8.
What commands are given in verse 8?

9.
What happens when you draw near to God? (8)
10.
According to verse 9, how are you able to respond to sin?

11.
What happens when you humble yourself in the sight of the Lord? (10)
12.
What are you actually doing when you speak evil of another brother or sister in the Lord? 



(11)

13.
Who is the lawgiver spoken of in verse 12?

14.
What question is asked in verse 12 and what point is James making?

15.
What do you learn about making plans in verses 13-15?

16.
What is described as evil in verse 16?

17.
What is described as sin in verse 17? 

18.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

James 5

1 Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries that shall come upon you.

2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are motheaten.

3 Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.

4 Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth: and the cries of them which have reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of sabaoth.

5 Ye have lived in pleasure on the earth, and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter.

6 Ye have condemned and killed the just; and he doth not resist you.

7 Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. Behold, the husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the earth, and hath long patience for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.

8 Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.

9 Grudge not one against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth before the door.

10 Take, my brethren, the prophets, who have spoken in the name of the Lord, for an example of suffering affliction, and of patience.

11 Behold, we count them happy which endure. Ye have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the Lord; that the Lord is very pitiful, and of tender mercy.

12 But above all things, my brethren, swear not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation.

13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms.

14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord:

15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.

17 Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months.

18 And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit.

19 Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him;

20 Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.

Outline 5:
I.
A warning to the (ungodly) rich. (1-6)  (It is not wrong to be rich.  This is speaking to the 
ungodly rich who gain and use their wealth improperly. See also 1 Timothy 6:8-10.)
 
A.
Judgment upon the ungodly rich.



1.
Go to now (come now), you rich men, weep and howl for your miseries 



(your painful destiny) that shall come upon you.  


2.
Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten (they don't 



last).


3.
Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness 



against you.



4.
They shall eat your flesh as it were fire (meaning the passion for more is 



all-consuming). 

B.
The reason for the judgment.



1.
Hording:  You have heaped treasure together for the last days (hording).


2.
Paying unjust wages: 



a.
The hire (wages) of the laborers who have reaped down your fields, 



which is kept back by fraud, cries out. 



b.
The cries of them which have reaped (for you) are entered into the 




ears of 
the Lord of Sabbath.


3.
Selfish living: You have lived in pleasure on the earth and been wanton 



(self indulgent). 


4.
Luxurious living: You have nourished your hearts, as in a day of slaughter.




(feeding and growing fat as a lamb before slaughter).


5.
Unjust use of power: You have condemned and killed the just; and he does 


not resist you.  (The ungodly rich hate the just who teach and practice self-



denial.)
II.
How believers are to prepare for the Lord's return.  (7-12)

A.
Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 


1.
Behold, the husbandman waits for the precious fruit of the earth, and has 



long patience for it, until he receives the early and latter rain. (The early 



rain came in autumn, the latter in spring.  The early rain geminates the 



seed, the latter matures the plant.)


2.
Likewise, you must also be patient.


B.
Establish your hearts: For the coming of the Lord draws near.


C.
Grudge not (do not complain)  one against another, brethren, lest you be 



condemned: Behold, the judge stands before the door. (Judgment is eminent.)

D.
Take for example, my brethren:



1.
The prophets:  Who have spoken in the name of the Lord.  They are  



examples of suffering, affliction, and patience.



2.
Those who have endured:  Behold, we count them happy which endure. 


3.
Job:  You have heard of the patience of Job, and have seen the end of the 



Lord, that He is very pitiful (that in the end the Lord is full of pity), and of 



tender mercy (Job 1 and 2).

E.
But above all things, my brethren, swear not:



1.
Neither by heaven.



2.
Neither by the earth.



3.
Neither by any other oath.



4.
But let your yes be yes; and your no, no; lest you fall into condemnation.

III.
Faith and Christian relationships.  (13‑20)
A.
Response to the afflicted: Is any among you afflicted (in difficult circumstances)  Let 

him pray. 

B.
Response to the merry: Is any merry? Let him sing psalms.

C.
Response to the sick: Is anyone sick?
l.
Let him call for the elders (spiritual leaders) of the church.
2.
Let them pray over him and anoint him with oil in the name of the Lord.

3.
The prayer of faith will save the sick.
4.
The Lord will raise him up.
5.
If he has committed sins, they will be forgiven.
(This doesn't mean everyone who is sick has sinned, but that if they have sinned they 

will be forgiven.)

D.
Response to faults in others.
l.
Confess your faults one to another.  (Confess your sins to God--1 John 1:9--


and your faults to each other.) 
2.
Pray for one another, that you may be healed.

a.
The effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.




(Effectual: Active, mighty, accomplished, energetic, working, prayer 



energized by the Holy Spirit.




Fervent: Heartfelt, supplication in conformity with God(s will.




Righteous:  Not self-righteous, but righteousness imputed by  God: 



1 John 3:22-23; 5:17; 1 Peter 3:12.



Avails: Has tremendous power and dynamic working.)

b.
Elias (Elijah) as an example of such effectual prayer.

(1)
He was subject to passions like ours.


(2)
He prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and it did not rain on 




the earth for three years and six months.


(3)
Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth 




brought forth her fruit  (1 Kings 17-18).



E.
Response to those who err from the truth.



1.
Convert him: Brethren, if any of you err from the truth, and one convert 



him...


2.
Save his soul from death: He which converts the sinner from the error of 



his way shall save a soul from death.


3.
Cover his sins: ... He that converts him shall hide a multitude of sins.




(This does not mean to deny their sins, but to cover them with God's love and 


forgiveness.  See also Galatians 6:1-3.)

(James closes his epistle with the word (sins,( which is the reason for his writing the letter in the
first place.)
Study questions on chapter 5:
1.
Why are the ungodly rich told to weep and howl? (1)
2.
How is the wealth and the garments of the ungodly rich described in verse 2?

3.
What will be a witness against the ungodly rich? (3)

4.
What reasons are given for judgment of the ungodly rich? (3-6)
5.
What are we admonished to do as we wait for the return of the Lord? (7-8)

6.
What example is used in verse 7 to illustrate how we should wait for the Lord/s return?

7.
What are we warned against in verse 9?

8.
What examples are we to follow according to verses 10-11?

9.
What do you learn about Job in verse 11?  Read Job1-2 for background information.
10.
What are the commands in verse 12 and what is the point James is making?

11.
Study the five references to patience in verses 7-12.
12.
According to verse 13, what are you to do if you are afflicted?

13.
According to verse 13 what are you to do if you are merry?

14.
According to verse 14, what are you to do if you are sick?

15.
What are the elders to do for a sick person? (14)

16.
What will happen when the prayer of faith is prayed over the sick? (15)

17.
According to verse 16, what are we to do one to another and why?

18.
What kind of prayer avails much? (16)

19.
What example is used in verses 17-18 to illustrate effectual prayer?
20.
How are we to respond to those who err from the truth? (19-20)
21.
Study the seven references to prayer in this chapter:


-Praying individuals: 13



-Praying elders: 14-15



-Praying friends:16a



-Praying passionately: 16b-18

22.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?


SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ONE
MISCELLANEOUS STUDIES
1.
Study the life of James, the half brother of Jesus, who was the author of this letter.  Use 
the following references to write a summary of what you learn.

-Matthew 12:46‑50

-John 2:12; 7:1‑9


-Acts 1:14; 12:17; 15:13; 21:18‑26


-1 Corinthians 15:7

-Galatians 1:18‑19; 2:1, 9‑10

2.
James refers to himself as a servant, meaning a bond-servant who was one who was 
bound to his master by law.  Others who were called servants of God are:



-Moses: Deuteronomy 34:5; Psalm 105:26; Malachi 4:4



-Joshua: Joshua 24:9



-David: 2 Samuel 3:18; Psalm 78:70



-The prophets:  Amos 3:7; Jeremiah 7:25



-Jude: Jude 1



-True believers are said to be bond-servants of Jesus: Acts 2:18; 


 1 Corinthians 7:22; Ephesians 6:6; Colossians 4:12; 2 Timothy 2:24

3.
James uses several Old Testament characters to illustrate his message:

‑Abraham: 2:21

-Rahab:  2:25

-Elijah:  5:17

‑Isaac:   2:21


-Job:  5:11

4.
In James 1:21, a crown is promised to those who love the Lord.  Study more on biblical 
crowns and their meaning.


-Dignity of position: Esther 8:15; Psalms 21:3



-Gladness: Song of Solomon 3:11; 1 Thessalonians 2:19



-Victory: 1 Corinthians 9:25



-Prize at the end of the race: 2 Timothy 4:8



-Righteousness: 2 Timothy 4:8



-Glory: 1 Peter 5:4



-Life: Revelation 2:10
5.  
James uses several natural examples to illustrate his message:


‑Wind‑tossed waves of the sea: 1:6


‑Withering grass and fading flowers: 1:10‑11


‑Fire: 3:5

-Beasts: 3:7

‑Fountains of water: 3:11


‑Figs and olives: 3:12


‑Sowing and harvesting: 3:18


‑Early and latter rains: 5:7


‑Drought: 5:17

6.  
Of the 108 verses in the book of James, 60 of these are commands for practical Christian 
living. 
Identify these verses by putting a "c" in the margin of the text, then prayerfully 
analyze your life in relation to each command.
7.  
The teachings in James are similar to the content of the Sermon on the Mount given by 
Jesus.  

Sermon On The Mount

James

Common Teaching

Matthew 5:10-12


1:2

Rejoice when in difficulty
Matthew 5:48



1:4

Patience

Matthew 7:7



1:5

Wisdom

Mark 11:23



1:6

Faith

Matthew 7:24,26


1:22

Doers of Word

John 13:17



1:25

Happiness from doing the Word

Luke 6:20



2:5

The poor

Luke 6:24‑25



5:1

The unhappy rich
Matthew 7:1



4:11‑12
Speaking evil, judging

Matthew 5:34‑37


5:12

Swearing
Matthew 6:19-21


5:1-3

Warning against riches
Matthew 7:16‑20


3:12

Sowing and reaping

8.
Study the comments regarding the poor and rich in the book of James.


-1:9-11


-2:1-7



-2:14-17

-4:13-17


-5:1-6

9.
The church should be a fellowship:



-With a family relationship 1:18


-Composed of brothers and sisters: 1:9; 2:15; 4:11 



-Including both rich and poor: 1:9-11



-With faith as a common bond: 2:5



-That cares for the needs of others: 2:15



-Where the tongue is guarded: 4:11-12; 5:9



-Where heavenly wisdom and its attributes yield mature spiritual fruit:


  3:17-18

10.  
Instructions on relationship in James.


-Caring for orphans and widows: 1:27



-Showing impartiality: 2:1



-Demonstrating love: 1:8; 15-16



-Guarding against feelings which threaten fellowship: 3:14



-Refraining from talking against brothers and sisters: 4:11



-Paying debts: 5:4



-Guarding reactions: 5:9



-Ministering to sick: 5:14



-Sharing with the distressed: 5:16



-Pursuing those who stray from Christ: 5:19-20

11.
On the basis of your study of James, what problems do you think the Jewish believers 
were facing at the time James wrote this epistle?
12.
Based on what you learned in James, here are some personal questions to consider:


-What is your attitude towards trials?  Do you rejoice in them?



-Are you patient in difficulties?


-Are you resisting temptation and taking responsibility for your own sins?


-Are you applying what you learn in God's Word or merely listening to it?


-Are there any prejudices you need to eliminate?


-Are you controlling your tongue?



-Are you drawing upon the gift of wisdom from God?



-Are you a friend of God or a friend of the world?



-Do you plan without considering God's will?



-What is your attitude towards money? Are you selfish?  Are you living by 


 scriptural standards regarding finances?


-How do you respond when you experience affliction?


-What do you do when you are happy and things are going well?



-What do you do when you are sick?  


-What is your response when a sick person calls you for prayer?



-What is your attitude towards those who err from the truth of God's Word?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY TWO SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
TURNING TRIALS INTO TRIUMPH

Introduction:  James chapter 1 deals with both trials and temptations.

There is a difference between trials which we are to endure and temptation which we are to resist. Trials come through difficult circumstances without, while temptations come from lust within.  
I.
Temptation:

Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, 
nor does He Himself tempt anyone.  But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own 
desires and enticed.  Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death.  (James 1:13-15)  

From this passage we learn:

A.
The source of temptation is not God: 1:13



1.
God cannot be tempted with evil.


2.
God does not tempt man with evil.

B.
How temptation occurs: 1:14-15



1.
We are drawn away by our lust and enticed.


2.
Lust is conceived.



3.
It brings forth sin when it is acted upon. 



4.
Sin, when it is finished, brings forth death.


II.
Trials:


A,
Trials usually come from without--negative circumstances-- and are permitted by 


God (Job).


B.
Trials--difficult circumstances--can easily turn into temptation where we 



lust, conceive, and bring forth sin.  

C.
This is why we must learn how to turn trials into triumphs instead of 



allowing them to lead us into temptation.  How to do this is the subject of this 


study.
Turning Trials To Triumph
James 1:2-8

2
My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,  

3
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience.  

4
But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.  

5
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.  

6
But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  

7
For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;  

8
he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.  (NKJ)

I.
We learn four things about trials:


A.
First, we all will experience trials.  


1.
James doesn’t say "if", but "when".



2.
Jesus confirms this in John 16:33:


These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace. 



In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have 


overcome the world.  (NKJ)



3.
It is also confirmed  in Acts 14:22: Paul shared this truth as he traveled 



from church to church:



...strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue 


in the 
faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter 


the kingdom of God.”  (NKJ)


B.
Second, trials are “various”.


1.
Some trials come because we are Christians:




Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try 



you, as though some strange thing happened to you;  but rejoice to the 



extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is 



revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.  (1 Peter 4:12-13)




Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus 
will suffer 




persecution.  (2 Timothy 3:12)


2.
Some trials come from Satanic attacks: Example: Job


3.
Some trials come through others around us:  Example: Joseph


4.
Some trials come through circumstances of life: Naomi, Ruth's mother-in 



law.


5.
Some circumstances we perceive as trials are the result of our own 




disobedience: Example: Jonah


C.
Third, trials have purposes. Patience, perfection, provision. James 1:3-4


...knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. But let patience have 
its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.  


D.
Fourth, there are four command in this passage by which you can turn trials into triumph.




-Count: 1:2




-Know: 1:3




-Let: 1:4




-Ask: 1:5-8

II.
These four words are the steps to turn your trials to triumph.

A.
First:  Count. My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials 


(verse 2).  


1.
As noted, James says "when", not "if", indicating trials and 
temptations 
come to everyone. 


2.
He doesn't mean to count the time waiting for the trial  to be over with!



3.
You are to count trials a joy:  Not that you love the trial, but you rejoice 
in it with sacrificial praise.  (Praise isn't a sacrifice when everything is 
going great.)  



a.
This was attitude of Jesus.




Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all 



kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake.  Rejoice and be 



exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they 



persecuted the prophets who were before you.  (Matthew 5:11-12 NKJ)




b.
This was the attitude of the disciples.




So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing
that they were 



counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.  (Acts 5:41, NKJ)




Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to 


try you, as though some strange thing happened to you;  but rejoice to the 


extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is 


revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. (1 Peter 4:12-1,3NKJ)




c.
This was the attitude of the Apostle Paul.




Great is my boldness of speech toward you, great is my boasting on 



your behalf. I am filled with comfort. I am exceedingly joyful in all our 



tribulation.  (2 Corinthians 7:4,NKJ)




And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that 




tribulation produces perseverance.  (Romans 5:3,NKJ)



4.
Praise defeats the enemy:




 And when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushments 


against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come 


against Judah; and they were smitten.  (2 Chronicles 20:22)


5.
But how, you may ask, can we actually rejoice in tragedy and trials?  



This leads to the second word:


B.
Second:  Know. ...knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience 


(verse 3).  



1.
God wants you to "know" because you will be discouraged or destroyed by 


trials if you do not understand their purpose.  “My people are destroyed by 


lack of 
knowledge.”  (Hosea 4:6).


2.
The trial is not joy, but the benefits are, and that is why we rejoice.


Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne of God. (Hebrews 12:2)



3.
Trying or testing means to scrutinize and examine.  


4.
Tested faith brings out the best, just as in purifying gold.




...that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious 




than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to 




praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,  (1 Peter 1:7




NKJ)


5.
Trials work for you, not against you:



Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is 
perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.  For our light 
affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory, while we do not look at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which 
are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.  (2 
Corinthians 4:16-18, NKJ)



6.
Trials only work for you while you look at the things not seen--the eternal 



benefits of the trials. As long as you are moaning and groaning about the 



trial and your circumstances, it is not working for you.



7.
God wants you to function from a position of strength, knowing that  trials 


yield positive benefits in your life. 







8.
The patience developed by suffering is not  passive acceptance of 




circumstances.  The Greek word for patience denotes the ability to exhibit 



steadfastness and constancy in the face of difficulty.  It is courageous 



perseverance, evidenced by a person continuing on even when the going 



gets tough.


C.
Third:  Let.  But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect 


and complete, lacking nothing.  (verse 4)


1.
We want to get our trials over with quickly.  


2.
The best course is to be patient instead of grumbling and complaining or 


manipulating your way out of it.



3.
You have the control--the power to either let trials work for you or not. 



4.
When patience has an opportunity to work, it produces perfection.




a.
This does not mean sinlessness, but rather spiritual maturity.




b.
Examples of patience:





(1)
The farmer:





Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the 





Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the 





earth,
waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and 




latter rain.  (James 5:7)




(2)
Job:





Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have 





heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by 




the Lord— that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.  




(James 5:11)




(3)
The  prophets: 




My brethren, take the prophets, who spoke in the name of 





the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience.  (James 





5:10)

D.
Fourth: Ask.  James 1:5-8

If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.  For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord;  he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.



1.
Wisdom is the ability to apply knowledge--facts, information, etc.  



2.
If you lack wisdom, ask God for it.  He will not reproach you for asking.  


It will be given if you ask in faith.  


3.
Do not be double-minded when you ask.  To be double-minded is to 


waver, to be unstable and undecided.


4.
Wisdom and knowledge come through the Word and prayer.




a.
The Word:





(1) 
How to receive it:






 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of 






wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, 




which is able to save your souls.  (James 1:21, NKJ)





(2)
How to respond to it:






But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving 





yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 





doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;  




for he observes himself, goes 
away, and immediately forgets 




what kind of man he was.  But he who looks into the perfect 




law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer 




but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 





(James 1:22-25)




(3)
-Faith comes by doing, not only hearing: 1:22-25






-We deceive ourselves if we are only hearers: 1:22






-The example of a man looking into a mirror: 1:23-25






-The hearer listens and does nothing about it: 1:23-24






-The doer responds to the Word: 1:25




b.
Prayer.




(1)
Elias (Elijah) is an example of effectual prayer: 






5:16-18





(2)
His recorded prayers: 1 Kings 18:36-37; 19:4





(3)
His prayer shows us that he...






-Confessed the answer before it came: 18:41






-Got alone with God: 18:42






-Humbled himself with his head down: 18:42 





-Continued to pray until he saw results: 18:43





(4)
His prayer was:





-Effectual: Active, mighty, working prayer energized 





by the Holy Spirit.






-Fervent: Heartfelt supplication in conformity with 






God’s will.






-Righteous:  Not self-righteous, but the righteousness 





of  God 1 John 3:22-23; 5:17; 1 Peter 3:12






-Availing: Tremendous power, dynamic working.





(5)
It must be a prayer of faith: 1:6-7






-He that wavers is like a wave of the sea: 1:6






-Such a man will receive nothing from the Lord: 1:7





(6)
It must be a single-minded prayer: 1:8



5.
 The wisdom that comes through prayer and the Word is the ability to 
apply knowledge properly.   




a.
The wisdom of God: 1:5





(1)
The source of wisdom:  God.





(2)
What Godly wisdom is:   It is knowledge with the capacity 





to use it, to make decisions as God would make them, and 





see things as He sees them from a divine perspective.




(3)
The availability of wisdom: It comes through prayer 





combined with faith and any man can ask for it.





(4)
The need for wisdom:  By all men.





(5)
The value of wisdom:  It is the practical use of knowledge.





(6)
The provision of wisdom:  If you allow trials to work 





properly in you, you will lack nothing.  If you are 






experiencing lack, perhaps it is because you are not 






properly embracing trials?





(7)
The qualities of Godly wisdom: 3:17.  It is





-Pure.






-Peaceable.






-Gentle.






-Easily entreated (open to reason).





-Full of mercy (compassionate).





-Full of good fruits.






-Without partiality.






-Without hypocrisy.




b.
The wisdom of the world: 3:15-16





(1)
Its description: 






-Earthly.






-Sensual.






-Devilish.





(2)
Its results: 






-Envy.






-Strife.






-Confusion.






-Every evil work.

IV.
Conclusion.

A.
Summary: The proper response to suffering trials and temptations: 



-Count: 1:2




-Know: 1:3




-Let: 1:4




-Ask: 1:5-8


B.
Closing appeal:  




-Perhaps you haven’t been counting trials as joy. 




-Perhaps you haven’t  had  the  knowledge to deal properly with trials.



-Perhaps you  haven’t  been letting trials work for and within you.




-Perhaps you need to ask wisdom from God for a trial you are 




  experiencing.

C.
Closing prayer.

