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INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF 
FIRST KINGS
AUTHOR:   Unknown.  Possibly Jeremiah.

TO WHOM:  Israel but also written to all generations of believers: Romans 15:4 and 1 Corinthians 10:11.

PURPOSE:  Continues the record of God's people, Israel.  
KEY VERSES:   Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him. (1 Kings 19:18)
LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE: Compromise may seem an easy way out, but it is always costly later.  As you study 1 and 2 Kings, consider negative examples to avoid and positive ones to emulate in your own life.
MAIN CHARACTERS:  David, Solomon, kings of Judah and Israel (see Supplemental Study chart on the kings), Nabath, Ahab, Elijah, Elisha.
A BRIEF OUTLINE:

I.
The reign of King Solomon: 1:1-11:43.

II.
The reigns of the kings of Judah and Israel: 12:1-22:53.


(See the chart of the kings of Judah and Israel in the Supplemental Studies section.

Each king is measured by the standard of King David, hence the repeated phrase 
comparing them to "David his father.")


REPETITIONS:  Although there is much similar material in the books of 2 Samuel, the Kings, and the Chronicles, each book is written to accomplish a specific purpose.  The books of 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings present the political history of both Israel and Judah.  In 1 and 2 Chronicles,  a detailed religious history of Judah is presented.  The books of 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings focus on the rulers and prophets of the period.  The books of 1 and 2 Chronicles focus on the priests and the Temple. The books of the Kings are written from man's viewpoint, while the books of Chronicles are written from God's viewpoint. As you study these books, look for the differing emphases of the material which is repeated.  
QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What is the purpose of the book?

4.
What are the key verses?

5.
What is the life and ministry principle of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

8.
Explain the reason for the repetitions in the books of 2 Samuel, Kings, and the 
Chronicles.

(It is suggested that you read 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 and 2 Chronicles in sequential order, as each book relates to the previous ones.  Note that 1 and 2 Kings were  originally one book that recorded history of Solomon's glorious kingdom through the divided kingdoms, the fall, and captivity of both Israel and Judah. A question that often arises regarding the books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles is why so many wars are fought by God's people.  It is important to understand that these were not jihads staged because of some oppressive religion trying to take control. Israel had a specific call from God to eliminate the heathen from their Promised Land.  They were used by God to execute judgment on these vile nations.  As believers, we are not called to do this.  Vengeance is God's and He will execute divine judgment at the end of the ages:  Romans 12:19.)

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF FIRST KINGS

1 Kings 1

1 Now king David was old and stricken in years; and they covered him with clothes, but he gat no heat.

2 Wherefore his servants said unto him, Let there be sought for my lord the king a young virgin: and let her stand before the king, and let her cherish him, and let her lie in thy bosom, that my lord the king may get heat.

3 So they sought for a fair damsel throughout all the coasts of Israel, and found Abishag a Shunammite, and brought her to the king.

4 And the damsel was very fair, and cherished the king, and ministered to him: but the king knew her not.

5 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, I will be king: and he prepared him chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before him.

6 And his father had not displeased him at any time in saying, Why hast thou done so? and he also was a very goodly man; and his mother bare him after Absalom.

7 And he conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah, and with Abiathar the priest: and they following Adonijah helped him.

8 But Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and Nathan the prophet, and Shimei, and Rei, and the mighty men which belonged to David, were not with Adonijah.

9 And Adonijah slew sheep and oxen and fat cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which is by En-rogel, and called all his brethren the king's sons, and all the men of Judah the king's servants:

10 But Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah, and the mighty men, and Solomon his brother, he called not.

11 Wherefore Nathan spake unto Bath-sheba the mother of Solomon, saying, Hast thou not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith doth reign, and David our lord knoweth it not?

12 Now therefore come, let me, I pray thee, give thee counsel, that thou mayest save thine own life, and the life of thy son Solomon.

13 Go and get thee in unto king David, and say unto him, Didst not thou, my lord, O king, swear unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne? why then doth Adonijah reign?

14 Behold, while thou yet talkest there with the king, I also will come in after thee, and confirm thy words.

15 And Bath-sheba went in unto the king into the chamber: and the king was very old; and Abishag the Shunammite ministered unto the king.

16 And Bath-sheba bowed, and did obeisance unto the king. And the king said, What wouldest thou?

17 And she said unto him, My lord, thou swarest by the Lord thy God unto thine handmaid, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne.

18 And now, behold, Adonijah reigneth; and now, my lord the king, thou knowest it not:

19 And he hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the sons of the king, and Abiathar the priest, and Joab the captain of the host: but Solomon thy servant hath he not called.

20 And thou, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Israel are upon thee, that thou shouldest tell them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king after him.

21 Otherwise it shall come to pass, when my lord the king shall sleep with his fathers, that I and my son Solomon shall be counted offenders.

22 And, lo, while she yet talked with the king, Nathan the prophet also came in.

23 And they told the king, saying, Behold Nathan the prophet. And when he was come in before the king, he bowed himself before the king with his face to the ground.

24 And Nathan said, My lord, O king, hast thou said, Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne?

25 For he is gone down this day, and hath slain oxen and fat cattle and sheep in abundance, and hath called all the king's sons, and the captains of the host, and Abiathar the priest; and, behold, they eat and drink before him, and say, God save king Adonijah.

26 But me, even me thy servant, and Zadok the priest, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and thy servant Solomon, hath he not called.

27 Is this thing done by my lord the king, and thou hast not shewed it unto thy servant, who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?

28 Then king David answered and said, Call me Bath-sheba. And she came into the king's presence, and stood before the king.

29 And the king sware, and said, As the Lord liveth, that hath redeemed my soul out of all distress,

30 Even as I sware unto thee by the Lord God of Israel, saying, Assuredly Solomon thy son shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne in my stead; even so will I certainly do this day.

31 Then Bath-sheba bowed with her face to the earth, and did reverence to the king, and said, Let my lord king David live for ever.

32 And king David said, Call me Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada. And they came before the king.

33 The king also said unto them, Take with you the servants of your lord, and cause Solomon my son to ride upon mine own mule, and bring him down to Gihon:

34 And let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him there king over Israel: and blow ye with the trumpet, and say, God save king Solomon.

35 Then ye shall come up after him, that he may come and sit upon my throne; for he shall be king in my stead: and I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and over Judah.

36 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king, and said, Amen: the Lord God of my lord the king say so too.

37 As the Lord hath been with my lord the king, even so be he with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord king David.

38 So Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, went down, and caused Solomon to ride upon king David's mule, and brought him to Gihon.

39 And Zadok the priest took an horn of oil out of the tabernacle, and anointed Solomon. And they blew the trumpet; and all the people said, God save king Solomon.

40 And all the people came up after him, and the people piped with pipes, and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth rent with the sound of them.

41 And Adonijah and all the guests that were with him heard it as they had made an end of eating. And when Joab heard the sound of the trumpet, he said, Wherefore is this noise of the city being in an uproar?

42 And while he yet spake, behold, Jonathan the son of Abiathar the priest came: and Adonijah said unto him, Come in; for thou art a valiant man, and bringest good tidings.

43 And Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, Verily our lord king David hath made Solomon king.

44 And the king hath sent with him Zadok the priest, and Nathan the prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the Cherethites, and the Pelethites, and they have caused him to ride upon the king's mule:

45 And Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king in Gihon: and they are come up from thence rejoicing, so that the city rang again. This is the noise that ye have heard.

46 And also Solomon sitteth on the throne of the kingdom.

47 And moreover the king's servants came to bless our lord king David, saying, God make the name of Solomon better than thy name, and make his throne greater than thy throne. And the king bowed himself upon the bed.

48 And also thus said the king, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which hath given one to sit on my throne this day, mine eyes even seeing it.

49 And all the guests that were with Adonijah were afraid, and rose up, and went every man his way.

50 And Adonijah feared because of Solomon, and arose, and went, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.

51 And it was told Solomon, saying, Behold, Adonijah feareth king Solomon: for, lo, he hath caught hold on the horns of the altar, saying, Let king Solomon swear unto me to day that he will not slay his servant with the sword.

52 And Solomon said, If he will shew himself a worthy man, there shall not an hair of him fall to the earth: but if wickedness shall be found in him, he shall die.

53 So king Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar. And he came and bowed himself to king Solomon: and Solomon said unto him, Go to thine house.

Outline 1:

(Adonijah/Solomon: A challenge for the throne.) 

I.
David's advancing age.  (1-4)

A.
Now King David was old, advanced in years, and they put bedcovers on him, but 


he could not get warm.  (David no longer went to war.  His activities 



were limited because of age.  Do not let your inabilities due to age cause you to 


despair.  God, not ministry, is to be your focus)

B.
Therefore his servants said to him: Let a young woman, a virgin, be sought for 


our lord the king:



1.
Let her stand before the king.



2.
Let her care for him.



3.
Let her lie in your bosom so that our lord the king may be warm.   (This 



was an accepted practice at that time.)

C.
So they sought for a lovely young woman throughout all the territory of Israel, and 

found Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 

D.
The young woman was very lovely and she cared for the king, and served him; 


but the king did not know her (meaning that he did not have sexual relations with 


her). 

II.
Adonijah presumes to be king.  (5-10)


(David had not publicly named his successor.)


A.
Then Adonijah, the son of Haggith and David, exalted himself:



1.
He said, "I will be king".



2.
He prepared for himself chariots and horsemen and fifty men to run before 


him. 


(Adonijah exalted himself in manifested pride.  God hates pride: Proverbs 6:16-


17.  The Bible declares that those who exalt themselves will be abased:  Luke 


14:11. David was growing old, and as the 
oldest surviving son Adonijah 


believed he would be the successor to the throne.  But God's choice was Solomon. 

Adonijah hoped if he acted and looked like a king, he would become one.)


B.
And his father had not rebuked him at any time by saying, "Why have you done 


so?"  (Despite David's many positive qualities, he was not a good disciplinarian 


with his children.)



1.
He was also very good-looking. 


2.
His mother had borne him after Absalom.

C.
Then Adonijah conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the 


priest, 
and they followed and helped him. But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son 


of Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men who belonged 


to David were not with Adonijah. 

D.
And Adonijah sacrificed sheep and oxen and fattened cattle by the stone of 


Zoheleth, which is by En Rogel.



1.
He also invited all his brothers, the king's sons, and all the men of Judah, 



the king's servants. 


2.
But he did not invite Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, or 



Solomon his brother.   (Neither did he invite David. Adonijah exalted 



himself; conferred only with "yes" men; was undisciplined; and practiced 



exclusivity.)
III.
Nathan instructs Bathsheba.  (11-14)

So Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying:


A.
Have you not heard that Adonijah the son of Haggith has become king, and David 

our lord does not know it? 

B.
Come, please, let me now give you advice, so that you may save your own life and 

the life of your son Solomon. 

C.
Go immediately to King David and say to him: 'Did you not, my lord, oh king, 


swear to your maidservant, saying:



1.
Assuredly your son Solomon shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my 



throne? 


2.
Why then has Adonijah become king?

D.
Then, while you are still talking there with the king, I also will come in after you 


and confirm your words. 


(Nathan, the prophet, advised Bathsheba to inform David concerning Adonijah, 


adding that he would confirm what she said.)

IV.
Bathsheba before the king.  (15-21) 

A.
So Bathsheba went into the chamber to the king. 


1.
Now the king was very old, and Abishag the Shunammite was serving the 



king.


2.
And Bathsheba bowed and did homage to the king. 

B.
Then the king said, "What is your wish?" 


C.
Then she said to him:



1.
My lord, you swore by the Lord your God to your maidservant, saying, 



'Assuredly Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my 



throne.' 


2.
So now, look! Adonijah has become king; and now, my lord the king, you 



do not know about it.  


3.
He has sacrificed oxen and fattened cattle and sheep in abundance, and has 


invited all the sons of the king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the 




commander of the army; but he has not invited Solomon your servant. 


4.
And as for you, my lord, oh king, the eyes of all Israel are on you 




(awaiting a decision), that you should tell them who will sit on the throne 



of my lord the king after him. 


5.
Otherwise it will happen, when my lord the king rests with his fathers, that 


I and my son Solomon will be counted as offenders (and executed).



(Transitional plans from one leader to another are important in ministry 



and business.  Time and prayerful thought should be given to selecting 



God's successor, otherwise men like Adonijah will make power plays.) 

V.
Nathan joins Bathsheba before the king.  (22-27)

A.
And just then, while she was still talking with the king, Nathan the prophet also 


came in. 


1.
So they told the king, saying, "Here is Nathan the prophet." 


2.
And when he came in before the king, he bowed down before the king 



with his face to the ground. 

B.
And Nathan said:



1.
My lord, oh king, have you said, 'Adonijah shall reign after me, and he 



shall sit on my throne'? 


2.
For he has gone down today, and has sacrificed oxen and fattened cattle 



and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the king's sons, and the 



commanders of the army, and Abiathar the priest--and look--they are 



eating and drinking before him; and saying, 'Long live King Adonijah!' 


3.
But he has not invited me--your servant--nor Zadok the priest, nor 




Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, nor your servant Solomon. 


4.
Has this thing been done by my lord the king, and you have not told your 



servant who should sit on the throne of my lord the king after him?" 


(Both Bathsheba and Nathan urged David to anoint Solomon immediately before 
Adonijah could make his move to take the throne.)
VI.
David proclaims Solomon as king.  (28-40)

(1 Chronicles 28:1- 29:22-25)


A.
Then King David answered and said, "Call Bathsheba to me." So she came into 


the king's presence and stood before the king. 

B.
And the king took an oath and said, "As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my life 

from every distress, just as I swore to you by the Lord God of Israel, saying, 


'Assuredly Solomon your son shall be king after me, and he shall sit on my throne 


in my place,' so I certainly will do this day."   (Solomon came into the kingdom by 


promise, not based on performance--the same way we come into God's Kingdom.)

C.
Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the earth, and paid homage to the king, 


and said,  "Let my lord King David live forever!" 


D.
And King David said, "Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, and 


Benaiah the son of Jehoiada." So they came before the king. The king also said to 


them (his five-point plan):



1.
Take with you the servants of your lord,  have Solomon my son ride on 



my own mule, and take him down to Gihon.  (Allowing Solomon to ride 



the king's mule demonstrated that he was to be the successor to the 



throne.)


2.
At Gilhon, let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him king 



over Israel.



3.
Blow the horn.



4.
Proclaim, 'Long live King Solomon!' 


5.
Then you shall come up after him, and he shall come and sit on my throne.




a.
He shall be king in my place. 



b.
For I have appointed him to be ruler over Israel and Judah. 


E.
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king and said:



1.
Amen! May the Lord God of my lord the king say so too.  


2.
As the Lord has been with my lord the king, even so may He be with 



Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord King 



David. 


F.
So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the 



Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King David's 


mule, and took him to Gihon. 

G.
Then Zadok the priest took a horn of oil from the tabernacle and anointed 



Solomon.  (This was the sacred anointing oil:  Exodus 30:25,31.) 


1.
And they blew the horn, and all the people said, "Long live King 




Solomon!"   (The trumpet announced that Solomon had legally taken the 



throne of his father, David.)


2.
And all the people went up after him; and the people played the flutes and 



rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth seemed to split with their sound. 
VII.
Adonijah receives news of Solomon's appointment as king.  (41-53)

A.
Now Adonijah and all the guests who were with him heard it as they finished 


eating. 

B.
And when Joab heard the sound of the horn, he said, "Why is the city in such a 


noisy uproar?" 

C.
While he was still speaking, there came Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the priest. 


And Adonijah said to him, "Come in, for you are a prominent man, and bring 


good news."   (He thought Jonathan was bringing good news.  It was not good 


news for Adonijah!)

D.
Then Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah:



1.
No! Our lord King David has made Solomon king. 


2.
The king has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah 



the son of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites and they have 



made him ride on the king's mule. 


3.
So Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed him king at 



Gihon.  



4.
They have gone up from there rejoicing, so that the city is in an uproar. 



This is the noise that you have heard. 


5.
Also Solomon sits on the throne of the kingdom. 


6.
And moreover the king's servants have gone to bless our lord King David, 



saying, 'May God make the name of Solomon better than your name, and 



may He make his throne greater than your throne.' 



a.
Then the king bowed himself on the bed (in worship to the Lord). 



b.
Also the king said thus, 'Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who 




has given one to sit on my throne this day, while my eyes see it!'" 


E.
So all the guests who were with Adonijah were afraid, and arose, and each one 


went his way.   (They feared they would be accused of treason.)


1.
Now Adonijah was afraid of Solomon; so he arose, and went and took 



hold of the horns of the altar.  (This was symbolic of placing one's self 



under the protection of God.  It was an admission that Adonijah knew he 



was worthy of death but was seeking mercy and grace.  The altar was a 



place of asylum:  Exodus 21:12-14.)


2.
And it was told Solomon, saying, "Indeed Adonijah is afraid of King 



Solomon; for look, he has taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, 'Let 



King Solomon swear to me today that he will not put his servant to death 



with the sword.'" 



3.
Then Solomon said, "If he proves himself a worthy man, not one hair of 



him shall fall to the earth; but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die." 


4.
So King Solomon sent them to bring him down from the altar. 



a.
And he came and fell down before King Solomon.




b.
And Solomon said to him, "Go to your house." 


(Normally, Adonijah would have been severely punished or put to death. Solomon 

dealt compassionately with him and dismissed him to private life.  Later however, 


Adonijah made another move towards seizing the throne and he was put to death.)
Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What is revealed about David in the opening verse of this passage?



-Who was brought to the king to help at this time? 



-What was her name and what were her duties? 
2.
Using verses 5-10 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who was Adonijah?



-How does this passage describe him?



-Why did he assume he would be the next king?



-What had David failed to do regarding Adonijah?



-What did Adonijah do to try to act like royalty?



-Who were some of his followers?  



-Who did Adonijah invite to the special sacrifice he made?



-Who did he fail to invite?

3.
Using verses 11-14 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Who came to speak to Bathsheba?



-What was his concern?



-What did he tell Bathsheba to do and why?



-What did he say he would do to support her request?

4.
Using verses 15-21 and outline point IV, summarize what happened when Bathsheba 
appeared before David.  



-What did she tell him about Adonijah?



-What did she request from David?   



-Summarize her concerns if David did not act immediately upon her request.
5.
Using verses 22-27 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Who else came to appear before David to support Bathsheba's request?



-What did this man report regarding Adonijah?



-What did this man advise David to do?

6.
Using verses 28-40 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-What did David promise Bathsheba?



-What was Bathsheba's response?



-Who did David call to appear before him?



-Summarize David's five point plan for crowning Solomon as king. (outline point 


VI D)


-What was Benaiah's response to this plan?



-Describe how these men executed David's plan.



-Who was anointed as the next king?



-What was the response of the people to this proclamation? 

7.
Using verses 41-53 and outline point VII, answer the following questions.



-What did Adonijah and his guests hear?



-What did Joab ask?



-Summarize the message Jonathan brought to the group.



-Upon hearing this news, what did Adonijah's guests do and why did they respond 

this way? 



-What did Adonijah do and why?



-What was Solomon's gracious response to Adonijah? What would have been the 


normal response?



-What positive qualities of Solomon are revealed in verses 52-53?

8,
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 2

1 Now the days of David drew nigh that he should die; and he charged Solomon his son, saying,

2 I go the way of all the earth: be thou strong therefore, and shew thyself a man;

3 And keep the charge of the Lord thy God, to walk in his ways, to keep his statutes, and his commandments, and his judgments, and his testimonies, as it is written in the law of Moses, that thou mayest prosper in all that thou doest, and whithersoever thou turnest thyself:

4 That the Lord may continue his word which he spake concerning me, saying, If thy children take heed to their way, to walk before me in truth with all their heart and with all their soul, there shall not fail thee (said he) a man on the throne of Israel.

5 Moreover thou knowest also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what he did to the two captains of the hosts of Israel, unto Abner the son of Ner, and unto Amasa the son of Jether, whom he slew, and shed the blood of war in peace, and put the blood of war upon his girdle that was about his loins, and in his shoes that were on his feet.

6 Do therefore according to thy wisdom, and let not his hoar head go down to the grave in peace.

7 But shew kindness unto the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be of those that eat at thy table: for so they came to me when I fled because of Absalom thy brother.

8 And, behold, thou hast with thee Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite of Bahurim, which cursed me with a grievous curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim: but he came down to meet me at Jordan, and I sware to him by the Lord, saying, I will not put thee to death with the sword.

9 Now therefore hold him not guiltless: for thou art a wise man, and knowest what thou oughtest to do unto him; but his hoar head bring thou down to the grave with blood.

10 So David slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David.

11 And the days that David reigned over Israel were forty years: seven years reigned he in Hebron, and thirty and three years reigned he in Jerusalem.

12 Then sat Solomon upon the throne of David his father; and his kingdom was established greatly.

13 And Adonijah the son of Haggith came to Bath-sheba the mother of Solomon. And she said, Comest thou peaceably? And he said, Peaceably.

14 He said moreover, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And she said, Say on.

15 And he said, Thou knowest that the kingdom was mine, and that all Israel set their faces on me, that I should reign: howbeit the kingdom is turned about, and is become my brother's: for it was his from the Lord.

16 And now I ask one petition of thee, deny me not. And she said unto him, Say on.

17 And he said, Speak, I pray thee, unto Solomon the king, (for he will not say thee nay,) that he give me Abishag the Shunammite to wife.

18 And Bath-sheba said, Well; I will speak for thee unto the king.

19 Bath-sheba therefore went unto king Solomon, to speak unto him for Adonijah. And the king rose up to meet her, and bowed himself unto her, and sat down on his throne, and caused a seat to be set for the king's mother; and she sat on his right hand.

20 Then she said, I desire one small petition of thee; I pray thee, say me not nay. And the king said unto her, Ask on, my mother: for I will not say thee nay.

21 And she said, Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah thy brother to wife.

22 And king Solomon answered and said unto his mother, And why dost thou ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? ask for him the kingdom also; for he is mine elder brother; even for him, and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.

23 Then king Solomon sware by the Lord, saying, God do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah have not spoken this word against his own life.

24 Now therefore, as the Lord liveth, which hath established me, and set me on the throne of David my father, and who hath made me an house, as he promised, Adonijah shall be put to death this day.

25 And king Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him that he died.

26 And unto Abiathar the priest said the king, Get thee to Anathoth, unto thine own fields; for thou art worthy of death: but I will not at this time put thee to death, because thou barest the ark of the Lord GOD before David my father, and because thou hast been afflicted in all wherein my father was afflicted.

27 So Solomon thrust out Abiathar from being priest unto the Lord; that he might fulfil the word of the Lord, which he spake concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.

28 Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned after Adonijah, though he turned not after Absalom. And Joab fled unto the tabernacle of the Lord, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.

29 And it was told king Solomon that Joab was fled unto the tabernacle of the Lord; and, behold, he is by the altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, Go, fall upon him.

30 And Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the Lord, and said unto him, Thus saith the king, Come forth. And he said, Nay; but I will die here. And Benaiah brought the king word again, saying, Thus said Joab, and thus he answered me.

31 And the king said unto him, Do as he hath said, and fall upon him, and bury him; that thou mayest take away the innocent blood, which Joab shed, from me, and from the house of my father.

32 And the Lord shall return his blood upon his own head, who fell upon two men more righteous and better than he, and slew them with the sword, my father David not knowing thereof, to wit, Abner the son of Ner, captain of the host of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, captain of the host of Judah.

33 Their blood shall therefore return upon the head of Joab, and upon the head of his seed for ever: but upon David, and upon his seed, and upon his house, and upon his throne, shall there be peace for ever from the Lord.

34 So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up, and fell upon him, and slew him: and he was buried in his own house in the wilderness.

35 And the king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his room over the host: and Zadok the priest did the king put in the room of Abiathar.

36 And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto him, Build thee an house in Jerusalem, and dwell there, and go not forth thence any whither.

37 For it shall be, that on the day thou goest out, and passest over the brook Kidron, thou shalt know for certain that thou shalt surely die: thy blood shall be upon thine own head.

38 And Shimei said unto the king, The saying is good: as my lord the king hath said, so will thy servant do. And Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days.

39 And it came to pass at the end of three years, that two of the servants of Shimei ran away unto Achish son of Maachah king of Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, Behold, thy servants be in Gath.

40 And Shimei arose, and saddled his ass, and went to Gath to Achish to seek his servants: and Shimei went, and brought his servants from Gath.

41 And it was told Solomon that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath, and was come again.

42 And the king sent and called for Shimei, and said unto him, Did I not make thee to swear by the Lord, and protested unto thee, saying, Know for a certain, on the day thou goest out, and walkest abroad any wither, that thou shalt surely die? and thou saidst unto me, The word that I have heard is good.

43 Why then hast thou not kept the oath of the Lord, and the commandment that I have charged thee with?

44 The king said moreover to Shimei, Thou knowest all the wickedness which thine heart is privy to, that thou didst to David my father: therefore the Lord shall return thy wickedness upon thine own head;

45 And king Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be established before the Lord for ever.

46 So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; which went out, and fell upon him, that he died. And the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon.

Outline 2:

(David's instructions to Solomon; his death; Solomon's foes; his kingdom is established.) 
(2 Chronicles 1:1-13)
I.
Now the days of David drew near that he should die, and he charged Solomon his son, 
saying:  (1-9)


A.
Spiritual instruction.
 

1.
I go the way of all the earth; be strong, therefore, and prove yourself a 



man. 


(Because of sin, death entered the world and it is the "way of all the earth."  One 


should prepare for death both practically and spiritually. The admonition to "be 


strong" refers to spiritual strength by committing to God.  Real men keep God's 


Word.) 



2.
And keep the charge of the Lord your God: To walk in His ways, to keep 



His statutes, His commandments, His judgments, and His testimonies, as it 


is written in the Law of Moses so that:




a.
You may prosper in all that you do and wherever you turn



b.
The Lord may fulfill His word which He spoke concerning me, 




saying,  'If your sons take heed to their way, to walk before Me in 




truth with all their heart and with all their soul, you shall not lack a 




man on the throne of Israel (2 Samuel 7:11-16). 



(This is a key to success for believers as well:  Keep the Word and walk in His 


ways so that you may prosper and the Lord may fulfill His promises to you.)


B.
Practical instructions:  An admonition to deal with the enemy.



1.
Regarding Joab:




Moreover you know also what Joab the son of Zeruiah did to me, and what 


he did 
to the two commanders of the armies of Israel, to Abner the son of 



Ner and Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed.  (Joab was guilty of a 



double murder.) 



a.
And he shed the blood of war in peacetime, and put the blood of 




war on his belt that was around his waist, and on his sandals that 




were on his feet. 



b.
Therefore do according to your wisdom, and do not let his gray 




hair go down to the grave in peace. 



2.
Regarding Barzillai:




But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be 



among 
those who eat at your table, for they came to me when I fled 



from Absalom your brother.  (This was the equivalent of them having a 



state pension.  See 2 Samuel 17:27-29.)


3.
Regarding Shimei:




a.
And see, you have with you Shimei the son of Gera, a Benjamite 




from Bahurim, who cursed me with a malicious curse in the day 




when I went to Mahanaim (2 Samuel 16:5-13,  Shimei had wanted 




Saul's line restored to the throne). 



b.
But he came down to meet me at the Jordan (when I returned), and 




I swore to him by the Lord, saying, 'I will not put you to death with 



the sword.' 



c.
Now therefore, do not hold him guiltless, for you are a wise man 




and know what you ought to do to him; but bring his gray hair 




down to the grave with blood. 

II.
David's death.  (10-12) 


(1 Chronicles 3:4; 29:26-28)


A.
So David rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David. 

B.
The period that David reigned over Israel was forty years.



1.
He reigned seven years in Hebron.



2.
He reigned thirty-three years in Jerusalem. 

C.
Then Solomon sat on the throne of his father, David, and his kingdom was firmly 


established. 
(The remainder of this chapter concerns Solomon's dealings with his foes after which he enjoyed a peaceful kingdom during his reign.)

III.
Solomon's foe:  Adonijah.  (13-25)

A.
Now Adonijah, the son of Haggith, came to Bathsheba, the mother of Solomon. 


1.
So she said, "Do you come peaceably?"



2.
And he said, "Peaceably." Moreover he said, "I have something to say to 



you."  And she said, "Say it." 



3.
Then he said:




a.
You know that the kingdom was mine, and all Israel had set their 




expectations on me, that I should reign. 



b.
However, the kingdom has been turned over, and has become my 




brother's; for it was his from the Lord.   (Adonijah did not really 




believe or accept this.  He was saying it to placate his mother.  If 




he really believed this, why was he trying to orchestrate a plan to 




take the throne?)



c.
Now I ask one petition of you:  Do not deny me.



4.
And she said to him, "Say it." 



5.
Then he said, "Please speak to King Solomon, for he will not refuse you, 



that he may give me Abishag the Shunammite as wife." 



6.
 So Bathsheba said, "Very well, I will speak for you to the king." 


(Adonijah knew that Solomon would not deny his mother anything, so he spoke to 


Bathsheba instead of Solomon.)


B.
Bathsheba therefore went to King Solomon, to speak to him for Adonijah. And 


the king rose up to meet her, bowed down to her, and sat down on his throne 


and had a throne set for the king's mother and she sat at his right hand. 


1.
Then she said, "I desire one small petition of you; do not refuse me."



2.
And the king said to her, "Ask it, my mother, for I will not refuse you." 



3.
So she said, "Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your 



brother as wife."  (Bathsheba did not perceive the significance of 




Adonijah's request.  It was an attempt to claim the throne.) 



4.
And King Solomon answered and said to his mother:




a.
Now why do you ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? 



b.
Ask for him the kingdom also--for he is my older brother--for him, 




and for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.



(Adonijah was actually making a  move to take the throne by seeking to 



marry Abishag.  For one to marry the wife of a former king gave him a 



claim to the throne.  This is why Absalom took David's concubines:  2 



Samuel 16:20-23. Solomon realized that unless he eliminated this threat, 



Adonijah would continue to challenge him.)


C.
Then King Solomon swore by the Lord, saying:



1.
May God do so to me, and more also, if Adonijah has not spoken this 



word against his own life! 


2.
Now therefore, as the Lord lives--who has confirmed me and set me on the 


throne of David my father, and who has established a house for me, as He 



promised--Adonijah shall be put to death today! 


D.
So King Solomon sent by the hand of Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, and he struck 


him down and he died. 


(This concluded the prophetic judgment on David for his sin with Bathsheba, as 


recorded in 2 Samuel 12:5-6.  It was the final event in a fourfold judgment:  


The baby died, Absalom killed Amnon, Joab killed Absalom, and Benaiah 



executed Adonijah.  David paid a great price for his sin.)      

IV.
Solomon's foe:  Abiathar.  (26-27)

A.
And to Abiathar the priest the king said:



1.
Go to Anathoth, to your own fields, for you are deserving of death.



2.
But I will not put you to death at this time:




a.
Because you carried the ark of the Lord God before my father 




David.




b.
Because you were afflicted every time my father was afflicted.

B.
 So Solomon removed Abiathar from being priest to the Lord, that he might fulfill 

the word of the Lord which He spoke concerning the house of Eli at Shiloh. 


(Abiathar had supported Adonijah in his revolt.  The only reason he was demoted 


and not executed was because of his faithfulness to David during Absalom's 


rebellion.)

V.
Solomon's foe:  Joab.  (28-35)

A.
Then news came to Joab (about Abiathar), for Joab had defected to Adonijah, 


though he had not defected to Absalom. 


1.
So Joab fled to the tabernacle of the Lord, and took hold of the horns of 



the altar.  (Symbolic of throwing one's self on the grace and mercy of 



God.  Joab had never repented of his sinful acts--perhaps he did here.  



The altar was considered a sanctuary for innocent men, but Joab was not 



innocent.)


2.
And King Solomon was told, "Joab has fled to the tabernacle of the Lord; 



there he is, by the altar." 


3.
Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, saying, "Go, strike him 



down." 


4.
So Benaiah went to the tabernacle of the Lord, and said to him, "Thus says 


the king, 'Come out!'"



5.
And he said, "No, but I will die here."  (His request was to die beside the 



altar of God where he had sought refuge.  Had Joab repented of his 



murderous acts?  Even if he did, he must suffer the consequences.)



6.
And Benaiah brought back word to the king, saying, "Thus said Joab, and 



thus he answered me." 

B.
Then the king said to him:



1.
Do as he has said--strike him down and bury him--so that you may take 



away from me and from the house of my father the innocent blood which 



Joab shed.   (Joab had needlessly killed Abner and Amasa.  He was 



executed because of his part in the rebellion against Solomon and for the 



innocent blood he shed during David's reign.  This was not revenge, but 



punishment for shedding innocent blood which had polluted the land: 



Numbers 35:30-34.  The asylum of the altar was for the innocent, but 



Joab was not innocent.)


2.
So the Lord will return his blood on his head, because he struck down two 



men more righteous and better than he, and killed them with the sword--



although David did not know it.




a.
Abner the son of Ner, the commander of the army of Israel.




b.
Amasa the son of Jether, the commander of the army of Judah.



3.
Their blood shall therefore return upon the head of Joab and upon the 



heads of his descendants forever. 


4.
But upon David and his descendants, upon his house and his throne, there 



shall be peace forever from the Lord. 


C.
So Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada, went up and struck and killed Joab and he was 


buried in his own house in the wilderness. 

D.
The king put Benaiah the son of Jehoiada in his place over the army, and the king 


put Zadok the priest in the place of Abiathar. 

VI.
Solomon's foe:  Shimei.  (36-46) 


A.
Then the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him: 


1.
Build yourself a house in Jerusalem and dwell there, and do not go out 



from there anywhere. 


2.
For it shall be, on the day you go out and cross the Brook Kidron, know 



for certain you shall surely die and your blood shall be on your own head. 


(Shimei was another traitor, but David had given his word that he would 



not be executed.  Solomon exiled him to Jerusalem with orders to remain there.) 


B.
And Shimei said to the king, "The saying is good. As my lord the king has said, so 

your servant will do." So Shimei dwelt in Jerusalem many days. 


C.
Now it happened at the end of three years, that two slaves of Shimei ran away to 


Achish, the son of Maachah, king of Gath. 


1.
And they told Shimei, saying, "Look, your slaves are in Gath!" 


2.
So Shimei arose, saddled his donkey, and went to Achish at Gath to seek 



his slaves. And Shimei went and brought his slaves from Gath. 


3.
And Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from Jerusalem to Gath and 



had come back.  (Shimei left Jerusalem in direct defiance of Solomon's 



orders.)

D.
Then the king sent and called for Shimei, and said to him:



1.
Did I not make you swear by the Lord, and warn you, saying, 'Know for 



certain that on the day you go out and travel anywhere, you shall surely 



die'? And you said to me, 'The word I have heard is good.' 


2.
Why then have you not kept the oath of the Lord and the commandment 



that I gave you?


3.
You know, as your heart acknowledges, all the wickedness that you did to 



my father David.  Therefore the Lord will return your wickedness on your 



own head. 


4.
But King Solomon shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be 



established before the Lord forever. 


E.
So the king commanded Benaiah, the son of Jehoiada and he went out, struck 


him down, and he died. 

F.
Thus the kingdom was established in the hand of Solomon. 



(He had conquered all his external enemies, but his greatest enemy was himself.)
Study questions on chapter 2:
1.
Using verses 1-9 and outline point I, summarize the instructions David gave Solomon in 
the following areas:



-Spiritual instruction:  Outline point A. What leadership principles can be drawn 


from this charge?



-Practical instructions:  Outline point B.  What were the instructions given 



regarding: Joab, Barzillai, and  Shimei.
2.
Using verses 10-12 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Where was David buried?



-For how long had David reigned in Hebron?



-For how long had David reigned in Jerusalem?



-Who assumed David's throne?



-What do you learn about the state of the kingdom at that time?

3.
Using verses 13-25 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What request did Adonijah make to Bathsheba?



-What was the motive behind his request?



-Why did he appeal to Bathsheba rather than Solomon?



-What happened when Bathsheba presented Adonijah's request to Solomon?



-What orders were given by Solomon regarding Adonijah?



-Who carried out these orders?

4.
Using verses 26-27 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Who was Abithar?



-What position did he hold from which he was removed?



-What should have happened to Abithar based on his previous conduct?



-How did Solomon show mercy to him and why?



-What prophetic Word of God did this act fulfill?

5.
Using verses 28-35 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Why did Joab fear for his life?



-Where did Joab seek refuge?



-Who carried out Solomon's orders regarding Joab?



-Where did Joab request to die? 



-Where was Joab buried?



-What reasons did Solomon give for the execution of Joab?



-What office did Benaiah receive after the death of Joab?



-Who replaced Abiathar?
6.
Using verses 36-46 and outline point  VI, answer the following questions.



-Who was Shimei and what had he done in regards to David?



-What mercy did Solomon extend to this man?



-How did Shimei violate Solomon's orders and what were the results?



-What is revealed regarding the kingdom in the closing passage of this chapter?

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 3

1 And Solomon made affinity with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh's daughter, and brought her into the city of David, until he had made an end of building his own house, and the house of the Lord, and the wall of Jerusalem round about.

2 Only the people sacrificed in high places, because there was no house built unto the name of the Lord, until those days.

3 And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of David his father: only he sacrificed and burnt incense in high places.

4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there; for that was the great high place: a thousand burnt offerings did Solomon offer upon that altar.

5 In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night: and God said, Ask what I shall give thee.

6 And Solomon said, Thou hast shewed unto thy servant David my father great mercy, according as he walked before thee in truth, and in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart with thee; and thou hast kept for him this great kindness, that thou hast given him a son to sit on his throne, as it is this day.

7 And now, O Lord my God, thou hast made thy servant king instead of David my father: and I am but a little child: I know not how to go out or come in.

8 And thy servant is in the midst of thy people which thou hast chosen, a great people, that cannot be numbered nor counted for multitude.

9 Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people, that I may discern between good and bad: for who is able to judge this thy so great a people?

10 And the speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing.

11 And God said unto him, Because thou hast asked this thing, and hast not asked for thyself long life; neither hast asked riches for thyself, nor hast asked the life of thine enemies; but hast asked for thyself understanding to discern judgment;

12 Behold, I have done according to thy words: lo, I have given thee a wise and an understanding heart; so that there was none like thee before thee, neither after thee shall any arise like unto thee.

13 And I have also given thee that which thou hast not asked, both riches, and honour: so that there shall not be any among the kings like unto thee all thy days.

14 And if thou wilt walk in my ways, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as thy father David did walk, then I will lengthen thy days.

15 And Solomon awoke; and, behold, it was a dream. And he came to Jerusalem, and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings, and offered peace offerings, and made a feast to all his servants.

16 Then came there two women, that were harlots, unto the king, and stood before him.

17 And the one woman said, O my lord, I and this woman dwell in one house; and I was delivered of a child with her in the house.

18 And it came to pass the third day after that I was delivered, that this woman was delivered also: and we were together; there was no stranger with us in the house, save we two in the house.

19 And this woman's child died in the night; because she overlaid it.

20 And she arose at midnight, and took my son from beside me, while thine handmaid slept, and laid it in her bosom, and laid her dead child in my bosom.

21 And when I rose in the morning to give my child suck, behold, it was dead: but when I had considered it in the morning, behold, it was not my son, which I did bear.

22 And the other woman said, Nay; but the living is my son, and the dead is thy son. And this said, No; but the dead is thy son, and the living is my son. Thus they spake before the king.

23 Then said the king, The one saith, This is my son that liveth, and thy son is the dead: and the other saith, Nay; but thy son is the dead, and my son is the living.

24 And the king said, Bring me a sword. And they brought a sword before the king.

25 And the king said, Divide the living child in two, and give half to the one, and half to the other.

26 Then spake the woman whose the living child was unto the king, for her bowels yearned upon her son, and she said, O my lord, give her the living child, and in no wise slay it. But the other said, Let it be neither mine nor thine, but divide it.

27 Then the king answered and said, Give her the living child, and in no wise slay it: she is the mother thereof.

28 And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had judged; and they feared the king: for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him, to do judgment.

Outline 3:

(Solomon's compromises, requests, and wise judgments.)
(2 Chronicles 1:2-13)

I.
Solomon's compromises.  (1-3) 


A.
Now Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and married Pharaoh's 


daughter. Then he brought her to the City of David until he had finished building 


his own house, the house of the Lord, and the wall all around Jerusalem.


(Marriage to a foreign woman was not against the law of Moses if she became a 


convert to the God of Israel--which did not happen in this case. This marriage 


formed a political alliance with Egypt and was the first compromise that began 


Solomon's spiritual decline:  Deuteronomy 17:17.  Israel was to be separate from 


other nations: Leviticus 20:24; Numbers 23:9. Egypt is a symbolic picture of the 


world in scripture.  God does not immediately chastise Solomon for this sin, but 


deals with it later.  Just because there are no immediate ramifications for your sin 

does not mean it is approved by God. Centuries later, Nehemiah uses Solomon as 


an example of the negative consequences of marrying foreign wives:  Nehemiah 


13:25-27.)  


B.
Meanwhile the people sacrificed at the high places, because there was no house 


built for the name of the Lord until those days.  (Unfortunately, Canaanite idols 


were also worshipped in the high places and worshipping the Lord there 



eventually led to idolatry.)

C.
And Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David, except 


that he sacrificed and burned incense at the high places.  (Solomon eventually 


worshipped the idols of his wives in the high places.  He walked in the statues of 


his father "except"--but any "exception" to complete obedience is sin and bears 


consequences.)


(In this opening passage, there are symptoms of Solomon's spiritual decline:  He makes a 
treaty with Egypt; marries a foreign bride; and condones idol worship--all of which are 
forbidden by God's law.)

II.
God appears to Solomon at Gibeon.  (4-15)


A.
Now the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high 



place.  (The Ark was located there.)

B.
Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 


(Solomon sincerely loved the Lord and offered numerous expensive 



sacrifices, but through compromise he declined spiritually later.  As King Saul 


eventually learned, God desires obedience rather than sacrifice.)  


C.
At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night and said, 



"Ask! What shall I give you?" 


D.
And Solomon responded saying: 


(In the past...)


1.
You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my father, because he 



walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 



with You.



(In the present...)



2.
You have continued this great kindness for him, and You have given him a 


son to sit on his throne, as it is this day. 


3.
Now, oh Lord my God, You have made Your servant king instead of my 



father David, but I am a little child; I do not know how to go out or come 



in.  (Meaning he did not know how to go out or come in from war as 



David had done.  See Joshua 14:11.  We are all "like a child" and 




inadequate to fulfill our destiny without God's power and anointing.)



4.
And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom You have chosen, 



a great people, too numerous to be numbered or counted.


(In the future...)



5.
Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart (a discerning, 



hearing, and obedient heart) to judge Your people, that I may discern 



between good and evil.  (The issues of life flow from the heart.  That is 



why we are admonished to guard it carefully:  Proverbs 4:23.)


6.
For who is able to judge this great people of Yours? 


(Solomon asked for wisdom to judge politically and to discern between right and 


wrong and God answered his request. The positive aspect of this is that Solomon 


was a wise judge.  The negative aspect is that, because he had the ability to 


discern between right and wrong, then his compromises were deliberate 



acts and not due to lack of knowledge.  Solomon used his God-given wisdom to 


govern his people fairly, but he did not govern his own sinful passions.  True 


wisdom always involves the ability to discern between right and wrong: Psalm 


72:1-17.  For the believer, true wisdom is not an accumulation of skills, facts or 


knowledge, but is found in a person:  Colossians 2:3; 1 Corinthians 2:16. The 


believer is also a king--called a "king unto God"--and needs supernatural 



wisdom: Revelation 1:6.)  


E.
The speech pleased the Lord, that Solomon had asked this thing. Then God said to 

him: 


1.
Because you have asked this thing, and have not asked long life for 



yourself, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have asked the life of your 


enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern justice, 



behold, I have done according to your words.



2.
I have given you a wise and understanding heart, so that there has not been 


anyone like you before you, nor shall any like you arise after you. 


3.
I have also given you what you have not asked: Both riches and 




honor, 
so that there shall not be anyone like you among the kings all your 



days. 


4.
So if you walk in My ways, to keep My statutes and My commandments, 



as your father David walked, then I will lengthen your days. 


(Wisdom, riches, and honor were given to Solomon unconditionally.  The 



length of days was conditional upon obeying the Word of the Lord. Because he 


did not obey the Lord, Solomon died at age 60 which was considered young in 


those days.)


F.
Then Solomon awoke and indeed, it had been a dream. 

G.
And he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, 


offered up burnt offerings, offered peace offerings, and made a feast for all his 


servants.  (By this act of worship, Solomon was demonstrating that he knew God 


was actually in control of the kingdom.) 

III.
An example of Solomon's wise judgment.  (16-28) 


A.
Now two women who were harlots came to the king, and stood before him. 


(Apparently, Solomon was accessible to the common people, like Jesus was:  Luke 

15:1-2.  Solomon solved their problems, but Jesus changed their lives!)


B.
And one woman said: 


1.
Oh my lord, this woman and I dwell in the same house.




a.
And I gave birth while she was in the house. 



b.
Then it happened, the third day after I had given birth, that this 




woman also gave birth. 



c.
And we were together; no one was with us in the house, 





except the two of us in the house. 


2.
And this woman's son died in the night, because she lay on him. 



a.
So she 
arose in the middle of the night and took my son from my 




side, while your maidservant slept, and laid him in her bosom, and 




laid her dead child in my bosom. 



b.
And when I rose in the morning to nurse my son, there he was, 




dead. 



c.
But when I had examined him in the morning, indeed, he was not 




my son
whom I had borne. 


C.
Then the other woman said: "No! But the living one is my son, and the dead one is 

your son."


D.
And the first woman said, "No! But the dead one is your son, and the living one is 

my son." Thus they spoke before the king. 


E.
And the king said:



1.
The one says, 'This is my son, who lives, and your son is the dead one'; 



and the other says, 'No! But your son is the dead one, and my son is the 



living one.'


2.
Then the king said, "Bring me a sword." So they brought a sword before 



the king. And the king said, "Divide the living child in two, and give half 



to one, and half to the other." 




a.
Then the woman whose son was living spoke to the king, for she 




yearned with compassion for her son.  And she said, "Oh my lord, 




give her the living child, and by no means kill him!"




b.
But the other said, "Let him be neither mine nor yours, but divide 




him." 



3.
So the king answered and said, "Give the first woman the living child, and 



by no means kill him.  She is his mother." 


F.
And all Israel heard of the judgment which the king had rendered and they feared 


the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God was in him to administer justice. 



(This is only one example of the kind of wise judgment Solomon exhibited.)
Study questions on chapter 3:
1.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What compromises did Solomon make?



-Why were these compromises significant?



-Of what were these compromises symptomatic?


2.
Using verses 4-15 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Where did God appear to Solomon?



-What had Solomon been doing at the time?



-What question did God ask Solomon?



-Using point II D, summarize Solomon's response to God in terms of the past, the 


present, and the future



-According to point II E, what was God's response to Solomon's speech? 



-What did God promise Solomon?



-Which promises were unconditional? 



-Which promises were conditional?  



-What were the conditions in order for these promises to be fulfilled?

3.
Using verses 16-28 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Summarize the issue brought to Solomon by the two women. 



-How did Solomon suggest the problem be resolved?



-What was the response of each of the women?



-How did their responses reveal who was actually telling the truth?



-What was the response of Israel to this wise judgment by Solomon?



-What special abilities did Israel recognize God had given their king?

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 4

1 So king Solomon was king over all Israel.

2 And these were the princes which he had; Azariah the son of Zadok the priest,

3 Elihoreph and Ahiah, the sons of Shisha, scribes; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, the recorder.

4 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the host: and Zadok and Abiathar were the priests:

5 And Azariah the son of Nathan was over the officers: and Zabud the son of Nathan was principal officer, and the king's friend:

6 And Ahishar was over the household: and Adoniram the son of Abda was over the tribute.

7 And Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel, which provided victuals for the king and his household: each man his month in a year made provision.

8 And these are their names: The son of Hur, in mount Ephraim:

9 The son of Dekar, in Makaz, and in Shaalbim, and Beth-shemesh, and Elon-beth-hanan:

10 The son of Hesed, in Aruboth; to him pertained Sochoh, and all the land of Hepher:

11 The son of Abinadab, in all the region of Dor; which had Taphath the daughter of Solomon to wife:

12 Baana the son of Ahilud; to him pertained Taanach and Megiddo, and all Beth-shean, which is by Zartanah beneath Jezreel, from Beth-shean to Abel-meholah, even unto the place that is beyond Jokneam:

13 The son of Geber, in Ramoth-gilead; to him pertained the towns of Jair the son of Manasseh, which are in Gilead; to him also pertained the region of Argob, which is in Bashan, threescore great cities with walls and brasen bars:

14 Ahinadab the son of Iddo had Mahanaim:

15 Ahimaaz was in Naphtali; he also took Basmath the daughter of Solomon to wife:

16 Baanah the son of Hushai was in Asher and in Aloth:

17 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Issachar:

18 Shimei the son of Elah, in Benjamin:

19 Geber the son of Uri was in the country of Gilead, in the country of Sihon king of the Amorites, and of Og king of Bashan; and he was the only officer which was in the land.

20 Judah and Israel were many, as the sand which is by the sea in multitude, eating and drinking, and making merry.

21 And Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the river unto the land of the Philistines, and unto the border of Egypt: they brought presents, and served Solomon all the days of his life.

22 And Solomon's provision for one day was thirty measures of fine flour, and threescore measures of meal,

23 Ten fat oxen, and twenty oxen out of the pastures, and an hundred sheep, beside harts, and roebucks, and fallowdeer, and fatted fowl.

24 For he had dominion over all the region on this side the river, from Tiphsah even to Azzah, over all the kings on this side the river: and he had peace on all sides round about him.

25 And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beer-sheba, all the days of Solomon.

26 And Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for his chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen.

27 And those officers provided victual for king Solomon, and for all that came unto king Solomon's table, every man in his month: they lacked nothing.

28 Barley also and straw for the horses and dromedaries brought they unto the place where the officers were, every man according to his charge.

29 And God gave Solomon wisdom and understanding exceeding much, and largeness of heart, even as the sand that is on the sea shore.

30 And Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the children of the east country, and all the wisdom of Egypt.

31 For he was wiser than all men; than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, and Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol: and his fame was in all nations round about.

32 And he spake three thousand proverbs: and his songs were a thousand and five.

33 And he spake of trees, from the cedar tree that is in Lebanon even unto the hyssop that springeth out of the wall: he spake also of beasts, and of fowl, and of creeping things, and of fishes.

34 And there came of all people to hear the wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth, which had heard of his wisdom.

Outline 4:

(Solomon's administration and reign.)
I.
Solomon's administrative wisdom.  Solomon's officials.  (1-19)

A.
So King Solomon was king over all Israel. And these were his officials: 


1.
Azariah the son of Zadok, the priest.



2.
Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, scribes.



3.
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud, the recorder.



4.
Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, over the army.



5.
Zadok and Abiathar, the priests.



6.
Azariah the son of Nathan, over the officers.



7.
Zabud the son of Nathan, a priest and the king's friend.



8.
Ahishar, over the household.



9.
Adoniram the son of Abda, over the labor force. 


B.
And Solomon had twelve governors over all Israel, who provided food for the 


king and his household.  Each one made provision for one month of the year.  


These are their names: 


1.
Ben-Hur, in the mountains of Ephraim.



2.
Ben-Deker, in Makaz, Shaalbim, Beth Shemesh, and Elon Beth Hanan.



3.
Ben-Hesed, in Arubboth--to him belonged Sochoh and all the land of 



Hepher.



4.
Ben-Abinadab, in all the regions of Dor--he had Taphath the daughter of 



Solomon as wife.



5.
Baana the son of Ahilud, in Taanach, Megiddo, and all Beth Shean, which 



is beside Zaretan below Jezreel, from Beth Shean to Abel Meholah, as far 



as the other side of Jokneam. 


6.
Ben-Geber, in Ramoth Gilead.




a.
To him belonged the towns of Jair the son of Manasseh, in Gilead.




b.
To him also belonged the region of Argob in Bashan--sixty large 




cities with walls and bronze gate-bars. 


7.
Ahinadab the son of Iddo, in Mahanaim.



8.
Ahimaaz, in Naphtali--he also took Basemath the daughter of Solomon as 



wife.



9.
Baanah the son of Hushai, in Asher and Aloth.



10.
Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah, in Issachar.



11.
Shimei the son of Elah, in Benjamin.



12.
Geber the son of Uri, in the land of Gilead, in the country of Sihon king of 



the Amorites, and of Og king of Bashan. He was the only governor who 



was in the land. 

II.
A summary of Solomon's wise reign.  (20-28)

A.
Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand by the sea in multitude, eating, 


drinking, and rejoicing. 

B.
So Solomon reigned over all kingdoms from the River to the land of the 



Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt. They brought tribute and served 



Solomon all the days of his life. 


C.
Now Solomon's provision for one day was:



1.
Thirty kors of fine flour (185 bushels).


2.
Sixty kors of meal (375 bushels).


3.
Ten fatted oxen.



4.
Twenty oxen from the pastures.



5.
One hundred sheep, besides deer, gazelles, roebucks, and fatted fowl. 


D.
For he had dominion over all the region on this side of the Euphrates River from 


Tiphsah even to Gaza, namely over all the kings on this side of the River; and he 


had peace on every side all around him. 

E.
And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, each man under his vine and his fig tree, from 


Dan as far as Beersheba, all the days of Solomon. 


F.
Solomon had 40,000 stalls of horses for his chariots, and 12,000 horsemen. 

G.
And these governors, each man in his month, provided food for King Solomon 


and for all who came to King Solomon's table. There was no lack in their supply. 


They also brought barley and straw to the proper place, for the horses and steeds, 


each man according to his charge. 

III.
Solomon's wisdom and understanding.  (29-34)


A.
And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great understanding, and 


largeness of heart (a phrase which means breadth of mind) like the sand on the 


seashore. 


1.
Thus Solomon's wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the men of the East 



(where wise men congregated) and all the wisdom of Egypt.  (Egypt was 



renown for its wisdom.)


2.
For he was wiser than all men--than Ethan the Ezrahite, and Heman, 



Chalcol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; and his fame was in all the 




surrounding nations. 


3.
He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and 



five.   (Most of these were lost over the years.  Only around 600 are 



recorded in the book of Proverbs.  Also lost are the annals of Solomon 



mentioned in 1
Kings 11:41 and the books about Solomon written by 



Nathan, Ahijah, and Iddo mentioned in 2 Chronicles 9:29.)


4.
Also he spoke of trees, from the cedar tree of Lebanon even to the hyssop 



that springs out of the wall.



5.
He spoke also of animals, of birds, of creeping things, and of fish. 

B.
And men of all nations, from all the kings of the earth who had heard of his 


wisdom, came to hear the wisdom of Solomon. 

Study questions on chapter 4:
1.
Using verses 1-19 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What does this passage concern?



-How many officials were appointed over Israel?



-How many governors did Solomon appoint over Israel?

2.
Using verses 20-28 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What is revealed regarding the growth of the kingdoms of Judah and Israel?



-What was the geographical extent of Solomon's reign?



-What was Solomon's food provision for one day?



-How many horses did Saul acquire?



-How many horsemen did Saul acquire?
3.
Using verses 29-34 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What special gift did God give to Solomon?



-What wisdom did Solomon's wisdom exceed?



-How many proverbs are attributed to Solomon?


-About what other subjects did Solomon speak?



-Who came to hear the wisdom of Solomon?

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

INTRODUCTION TO THE TEMPLE
First Kings chapters 5:1-9:9 concern the construction and dedication of the Temple built by King Solomon.  Refer to this introduction and diagram as you study this section.


-Preparation: 5:1-18.


-Construction: 6:1-7:51.


-Dedication: 8:1-66.


-Affirmation by God: 9:1-9.

THE TEMPLE DIAGRAM
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FACTS ABOUT THE TEMPLE
-The Old Testament Tabernacle and Temple were like visual aids that revealed how sinful man could approach a righteous God to be forgiven and cleansed from sin in order to come into His presence and worship Him.  These were object lessons, so to speak, to prepare for Christ's coming and illustrate the way that God must be approached and worshipped.  God often provides what is called "natural parallels of spiritual truth", using visible examples to help us understand spiritual things:  2 Corinthians 4:18; 1 Corinthians 15:46-47.  In Hebrews 9:23-24 it indicates that the earthly Tabernacle is a copy--or a shadow--of the Heavenly one to come.

-The Temple was similar to the Tabernacle in its overall floor plan: Both had two main areas, one known as the holy place and the other as the most holy place or holy of holies.  From Exodus chapter 25-40, with the exception of chapters 32-34, detailed instructions are given regarding the Tabernacle  where God met with His people.  In chapters 25-31 Moses receives the pattern for the Tabernacle from God.  In chapters 35-40, the work is carried out exactly as God commanded,  the Tabernacle is dedicated, and the glory of God descends.  A similar pattern is followed in the construction of the Temple.  The plans are given to David who prepares materials; Solomon builds the Temple; the Temple is dedicated and the glory of God descends: 1 Chronicles 28:11-19; 1 Kings 5-9.
-God desired to dwell or "Tabernacle" with His people.  The Tabernacle and the Temple provided  places for His presence in the midst of His people where they could fellowship with Him and worship Him.  They also provided a place for the sacrifices required by the Old Testament ceremonial laws.  
-These earthly structures are a type of the heavenly Tabernacle where Jesus ministers to and for His people:  Hebrews 8:1-5;9:1.  The book of Revelation mentions a brazen altar: 5:9-11; an altar of incense: 8:3-5; elders/priests: 4:4-5; a throne: 4:2; and cherubim: 4:6-7.  
-Under the New Testament covenant, God's presence no longer dwells in one place or a building, but in every believer as they are "the Temple of God":  1 Corinthians 6:19-20.  He is also present in the local church and the universal church: Ephesians 2:20-22; 1 Corinthians 3:10-23.  
-The vessels and furniture in the Temple were similar to those used in the Tabernacle, although different in size and number.  For example, in the Tabernacle there was only one laver, one lampstand, and one table of showbread. In the Temple there were ten lamp stands and tables of shewbread and the brazen altar and the laver were much larger than those in the Tabernacle.
-The Temple was built in seven years and six months.

-Laborers included:


-30,000 Israelites


-150,000 extra workers


-3,300 overseers

-The Temple was twice as large as the tabernacle.

-The Temple was surrounded on three sides by a three story building where the priests lived during their time of service

-The portico in front of the Temple was 10 x 20 x 120 cubits.

-The altar was 20 x 20 x10 cubits.

-The altar of the tabernacle was 5 x 5 x 3 cubits.

-This is the Temple--Solomon's Temple--that was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar. The Temple built by Zerubbabel was later destroyed and replaced by Herod's Temple which existed at the time of Christ's earthly ministry.
SYMBOLIC MEANING OF MATERIALS

There are symbolic meanings of the main materials used in building the Temple.


-Gold is a symbol of value and purity and representative of the deity of God: Exodus 
25:17.


-Silver is a symbol for redemption: Exodus 30:12-16. 


-Bronze is a symbol of death and judgment:  Used in the bronze altar where sacrifices 
were made and in implements used at the altar.


-Cedar, Cyprus, and olive woods were extremely hard and durable--incorruptible, 
as is Jesus Christ.


-Oil was used for the light and symbolizes the anointing of the Holy Spirit:  1 John 2:17.


-Incense for the altar of incense symbolizes the prayers of believers rising up to God:  

Revelation 5:8.


-The costly stones in the foundation are symbols of our spiritual cornerstone, Jesus 
Christ:
1 Peter 2:7.
SPIRITUAL SIGNIFICANCE OF  THE TEMPLE CONTENTS
The bronze altar. The bronze altar of burnt offerings symbolizes the sacrifice of Jesus for the sins of the world. On the four corners were projections called "horns" which were symbols of God's power, salvation, and protection. There were large bowels or basons in which the blood of the sacrifices was caught and sprinkled against the sides of the altar.   Only shed blood could atone for sin. A proper sacrifice was offering the best, not something that was flawed.   By laying their hands on the sacrifice, a person identified with the animal that was sacrificed on the altar.  The altar symbolized that we cannot approach God on our own, but only by Jesus Christ.  We cannot approach God as we are--sinful--but Christ's blood paid the penalty for our sin and secured our redemption and reconciliation.  To enter into fellowship with God and access His presence, our sins must be forgiven by appropriating the blood sacrifice of Christ:  Isaiah 53:7; John 1:29; Mark 10:45.

The laver--wash basin.  The bronze laver was a large basin where the priests washed their hands and feet after making the sacrifices and before entering the Holy Place.  The laver is symbolic of being cleansed through the Word of God:  Psalm 119:9; John 17:17; Ephesians 5:26.   Just as the priests cleansed themselves before entering God's presence, believers are admonished to cleanse themselves by repentance and through the Word:  2 Corinthians 7:1; Hebrews 10:20-22.

The Holy Place.  The holy place symbolizes the church separated from the world--the outer court being symbolic of the world.  The Holy Place  is only entered by  way of Christ's sacrifice (the altar) and baptism (the laver).  The contents of the Holy Place were the table of showbread, the lampstand--also called the candlestick--and the altar of incense.

The tables of showbread.  The loaves of bread represented the nation of Israel and were a continual reminder of God's promises and provision. The bread--called the showbread or bread of God's presence--was replaced each week.  The table of showbread  is symbolic of Jesus, the Bread of Life:   1 John 5:12; John 1:4; 11:25;6:35,58;  and 14:6.  It pointed to God as spiritual nourishment:  Deuteronomy 8:3.  Bread is satisfying and sustaining.  Only by partaking of the Bread of Life--Christ Jesus--will you be satisfied and sustained spiritually.  Just as you cannot live without natural food, neither can you live spiritually without continuously feeding on Christ through the Word of God.

The lamp stands.   The lamp stands were the  source of light, symbolizing God's presence as the only true source of light.  The lamp stands represent Jesus, the light of the world and God's Word,  which is also referred to as a light:  John 8:12; Psalm 27:1; Isaiah 9:2; 2 Corinthians 4:6.  The flame was to burn continually through the inflow of the oil which is symbolic of the Holy Spirit.  The priests were to tend the flame so it would never go out.  Believers should be continuously filled with the Spirit so their spiritual light will never be extinguished:  Ephesians 5:18.

The altar of incense.  This altar, overlaid with gold which again indicates deity, was the place where a special incense was burned morning and evening.  The sweet smelling smoke ascended to God as a symbol of the prayers of His people: Psalm 141:1-2; Revelation 5:8; 8:3-4.  

The fire for burning incense came from the bronze altar where sacrifices for sin were offered.  This suggests that our prayers, lifted as incense before God, must be based on the finished work of Christ on the cross.  Many people still burn incense or candles symbolizing their prayers--and there is nothing wrong with this--but the true incense to the Lord under the New Covenant are the prayers of God's people ascending to Him.  Are your prayers a fragrant aroma offered to the Lord from a pure heard?  Or are your prayers a long list of selfish requests offered from a sinful heart harboring bitterness, anger, unforgiveness, complaints, etc.?

THE VEIL 

The veil was a thick curtain between the holy place and the most holy place.  The historian Josephus wrote that it was around four inches thick.  The veil was made of beautiful woven tapestry which included Cherubim worked into the fabric of blue, purple, scarlet, and white.  It was hung by gold hooks from four pillars of wood which were held in sockets of silver.  The veil symbolized the separation between heaven and earth, a righteous God and a sinful people.  

After Adam and Eve sinned in the garden, Genesis 3:24 notes that God "...drove out the man and He placed cherubim at the east of the garden of Eden, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to guard the way to the tree of life." The cherubim guarded the entrance to the Garden of Eden, the tree of life, and the place where Adam and Eve had experienced God's presence. In the Old Testament Tabernacle and Temple, cherubim were woven into the fabric of the veil that protected the Most Holy Place. Thus, the cherubim continued to symbolize the barrier between sinful man and a righteous God. When Jesus was crucified, the veil of the Temple was torn open, symbolizing that through His death true believers can now enter God's presence: Hebrews 4:14-16;  6:19-20; 10:19-20.  The veil was torn from top to bottom, indicating it was an act of God and not of man:  Matthew 27:51; Luke 23:45; Mark 15:38.  The cherubim no longer blocked access to God. It cost Jesus Christ His life to secure this blessing for us, yet we sometimes let our busy schedules and things of this world hinder spending time with Him or we find something else to do on Sunday instead of joining in corporate worship. Remember the lesson of the Cherubim. Remember the cost. 

THE MOST HOLY PLACE

The most holy place was is a symbol of heaven, as it was the dwelling place of God's presence. Within the Most Holy Place was the ark with its mercy seat and its holy contents.

The Ark of the Covenant was a wooden chest made of acacia wood covered with gold with four rings attached to the lower corners through which gold covered acacia poles were placed to transport it.  It was approximately 3x2x2.   It is called by various names in scripture including the ark of God, the ark of the Lord, the ark of the testimony, etc.  The ark of the Tabernacle  originally contained three sacred items: A copy of the law of God;  the manna which recalled miraculous provision in the wilderness and symbolized God the Son who is the Bread of Life; and Aaron's rod which was symbolic of God the Holy Spirit--His power, spiritual fruitfulness, and new life.  By the time the Ark is placed in the Temple, only the copy of God's law is mentioned.  We are not told what happened to the other two items.  The ark was the visual representation of God's presence and it traveled ahead of Israel on their journeys and into their battles. To understand the importance of the Old Testament Ark, read 1 Samuel 4:1-7:1 and  2 Samuel 6:1-9.  Only the High Priest could enter the Most Holy Place where the ark was kept.  Once a year on the Day of Atonement he sprinkled the top of the ark with blood which was a symbol of Christ's blood by which we are cleansed from sin.  

The Mercy Seat was the lid of the ark and resembled a throne on top of the ark.  It was oblong and a cherubim was at each end, each facing faced the center of the ark with their wings spread over it. Cherubims were winged, angelic beings whose primary purpose was to glorify God.  Ezekiel describes them in Ezekiel 10:12-14.  The Mercy Seat covering the contents of the ark--including the law--was symbolic of the mercy of God covering our sins after failure to heed the law which no man can keep in totality.  It represented the great mercy of God required for our salvation:  Titus 3:5-7.  It also symbolized the finished work of Christ who would extend God's 
mercy through His death on the cross for the sins of all mankind:  Lamentations 2:22-23; Micah 7:18.  

OTHER ITEMS IN THE TEMPLE  

There were cups or spoons for the frankincense and incense; bowls for the drink offerings; ash buckets, shovels, and fire pans to clean the bronze altar; a bronze grate under the bronze altar; and other utensils used for ceremonial and practical purposes. 

APPROACHING GOD.  

The arrangement of both the Tabernacle and the Temple symbolizes how sinful mankind can approach God.  There is only one entrance, Jesus Christ.  All roads do not lead to God!  

The brazen altar and the laver symbolize our need for forgiveness of sins, baptism,  and the washing by the Word necessary to enter the Holy Place.  We can only approach God through the atonement of the blood of Jesus.   There, in the Holy Place, we encounter the light of His Word and prayer--symbolized by the lamp and the altar of incense.  Those who follow this way of approach spiritually will have access to the presence of God in the Most Holy Place.  

For a sinner who comes to God by faith there is:


-A way of access to God:  Entering into the gate, the door, Jesus Christ:  Matthew 7:13-
14.


-A way of reconciliation for sin:  Through the brazen altar:  2 Corinthians 5:19,21.


-A way of sanctification:  The laver, speaking of the washing of His Word: John 15:3.


-A way of illumination:  Jesus is the light of the world:  John 8:12.


-A way of satisfaction:  Symbolized by the showbread which represents Jesus, the bread 
of life:  John 6:35.


-A way of intercession: As the incense on the altar of incense, our prayers ascend to God:  
Hebrews 13:15.


-A way of fellowship with God:  Through Jesus, we have access to and can fellowship 
with God: 1 John 1:3.


-A place of separation from the world:  The Temple was a place of separation.

Questions on the Introduction To The Temple.
1.
What chapters in First Kings deal with the construction of the temple?

2.
Using the section "Facts About The Temple", answer the following questions.



-Of what were the Old Testament Tabernacle and Temple symbolic?



-What was the purpose of these object lessons?



-Explain what is meant by "natural parallels of visible truth".



-Summarize what Hebrews 9:23-24 says about the Tabernacle.



-Summarize what is revealed about the Temple's overall floor plan.



-Summarize what you learn about the Spiritual purposes of the Temple.



-Where does God "tabernacle" today in order to meet with His people?



-How long did it take to build the temple?



-How many were included in the labor force?



-How does the size of the Temple compare to the size of the Tabernacle?



-What surrounded the Temple on three sides?


-What was in front of the Temple?



-Who eventually destroyed this Temple?

3,
Using the section on the "symbolic Meanings Of Materials", summarize the symbolic 
meaning of each of the following materials:



-Gold.



-Silver.



-Bronze.



-Cedar.



-Oil.



-Costly stones.

4.
Using the section entitled "Spiritual Significance Of The Temple Contents", explain the 
spiritual significance of the following items:



-The bronze altar.



-The laver--wash basin.



-The Holy Place.



-The tables of showbread.



-The lamp stands.



-The altar of incense.

5.
Using the section entitled "The Veil", answer the following questions:



-Describe the veil.



-What was the purpose of the veil?



-What happened to the veil at the time of Christ's death on the cross?



-What did this act signify?

6.
Using the section entitled "The Most Holy Place", answer the following questions:



-Of what was this place symbolic?



-Describe the Ark and it spiritual symbolism.



-Describe the Mercy Seat and its spiritual symbolism.

7.
Using the section entitled "Approaching God", summarize what is revealed about 
approaching God from the arrangement of both the Tabernacle and the Temple.

8.
What did you learn in this study of the Temple to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 5

1 And Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants unto Solomon; for he had heard that they had anointed him king in the room of his father: for Hiram was ever a lover of David.

2 And Solomon sent to Hiram, saying,

3 Thou knowest how that David my father could not build an house unto the name of the Lord his God for the wars which were about him on every side, until the Lord put them under the soles of his feet.

4 But now the Lord my God hath given me rest on every side, so that there is neither adversary nor evil occurrent.

5 And, behold, I purpose to build an house unto the name of the Lord my God, as the Lord spake unto David my father, saying, Thy son, whom I will set upon thy throne in thy room, he shall build an house unto my name.

6 Now therefore command thou that they hew me cedar trees out of Lebanon; and my servants shall be with thy servants: and unto thee will I give hire for thy servants according to all that thou shalt appoint: for thou knowest that there is not among us any that can skill to hew timber like unto the Sidonians.

7 And it came to pass, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly, and said, Blessed be the Lord this day, which hath given unto David a wise son over this great people.

8 And Hiram sent to Solomon, saying, I have considered the things which thou sentest to me for: and I will do all thy desire concerning timber of cedar, and concerning timber of fir.

9 My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon unto the sea: and I will convey them by sea in floats unto the place that thou shalt appoint me, and will cause them to be discharged there, and thou shalt receive them: and thou shalt accomplish my desire, in giving food for my household.

10 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees according to all his desire.

11 And Solomon gave Hiram twenty thousand measures of wheat for food to his household, and twenty measures of pure oil: thus gave Solomon to Hiram year by year.

12 And the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as he promised him: and there was peace between Hiram and Solomon; and they two made a league together.

13 And king Solomon raised a levy out of all Israel; and the levy was thirty thousand men.

14 And he sent them to Lebanon ten thousand a month by courses: a month they were in Lebanon, and two months at home: and Adoniram was over the levy.

15 And Solomon had threescore and ten thousand that bare burdens, and fourscore thousand hewers in the mountains;

16 Beside the chief of Solomon's officers which were over the work, three thousand and three hundred, which ruled over the people that wrought in the work.

17 And the king commanded, and they brought great stones, costly stones, and hewed stones, to lay the foundation of the house.

18 And Solomon's builders and Hiram's builders did hew them, and the stonesquarers: so they prepared timber and stones to build the house.

Outline 5:

(Solomon prepares to build the Temple.) 

(2 Chronicles 2)

I.
Solomon prepares to build the Temple.  (1-12)


A.
Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to Solomon, because he heard that they 


had anointed him king in place of his father, for Hiram had always loved David. 

B.
Then Solomon sent a message to Hiram saying: 



1.
You know how my father David could not build a house for the name of 



the Lord his God because of the wars which were fought against him on 



every side, until the Lord put his foes under the soles of his feet.   (This 



indicates that David shared spiritual things with Hiram.)


2.
But now the Lord my God has given me rest on every side; there is neither 



adversary nor evil occurrence.  (Only God can give true peace from the 



enemy.)


3.
And behold, I propose to build a house for the name of the Lord my God, 



as the Lord spoke to my father David, saying, "Your son, whom I will set 



on your throne in your place, he shall build the house for My name."  (The 



Ark of the Covenant of God's presence had been in a portable structure 



since the time of Moses.) 


4.
Now therefore, command that they cut down cedars for me from Lebanon:




a.
My servants will be with your servants.




b.
I will pay you wages for your servants according to whatever you 




say. 



c.
For you know there is none among us who has skill to cut timber 




like the Sidonians. 

(Solomon's planning strategy:  He stated his purpose:  Building the house for the Lord.  
He chose the proper timing: There was rest on every side in his kingdom.  He set his 
objectives: Start building the house.  He formulated a plan to achieve his purpose and 
objectives: A trade agreement to obtain supplies, workers, and funds to achieve the 
purpose.)


C.
So it was, when Hiram heard the words of Solomon, that he rejoiced greatly and 


said:  "Blessed be the Lord this day, for He has given David a wise son over this 


great people!" 


D.
Then Hiram sent to Solomon, saying:



1.
I have considered the message which you sent me.



2.
I will do all you desire concerning the cedar and cypress logs. 



a.
My servants shall bring them down from Lebanon to the sea.



b.
I will float them in rafts by sea to the place you indicate to me, and 




will have them broken apart there.




c.
Then you can take them away. 



(The lumber would be taken from the forest to the sea and floated by rafts 



along the coast to a reception port at Joppa which is modern-day Jaffa.)



3.
And you shall fulfill my desire by giving food for my household. 




(The trade agreement was that Hiram would provide supplies for building 



and  Solomon would furnish him with agricultural products.)


E.
Then Hiram gave Solomon cedar and cypress logs according to all his desire. 
F.
And Solomon gave Hiram 20,000 kors of wheat as food for his household, and 


twenty kors of pressed oil. Thus Solomon gave to Hiram year-by-year.   (An 


estimated 130,000 bushels of wheat and 120 gallons of pure olive oil.)

G.
So the Lord gave Solomon wisdom, as He had promised him.


H.
And there was peace between Hiram and Solomon, and the two of them 



made a treaty together (involving a trade agreement). 

II.
Solomon's labor force.  (13-18)


A.
Then King Solomon raised up a labor force out of all Israel, and the labor force 


was 30,000. 


1.
And he sent them to Lebanon, 10,000 a month in shifts: They were 




one month in Lebanon and two months at home.



2.
Adoniram was in charge of the labor force. 


3.
Solomon had 70,000 who carried burdens, and 80,000 who quarried stone 



in the mountains, besides 3,300 from the chiefs of Solomon's deputies, 



who supervised the people who labored in the work. 

B.
And the king commanded them to quarry large stones--costly stones and hewn 


stones--to lay the foundation of the Temple.   (Solomon used quality stones for the 

foundation, despite the fact that they would not be seen.  This illustrates how we, 


as believers, should have a good spiritual foundation and excel in hidden spiritual 

things as well as in works that are visible.)

C.
So Solomon's builders, Hiram's builders, and the Gebalites quarried them and 


they prepared timber and stones to build the Temple. 
(Both Jews and Gentiles worked on the Temple which was fitting as it was to be a "house of prayer for all nations":  Isaiah 56:7; Matthew 21:13.  God used Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians to chasten Israel, calling Nebuchadnezzar "my servant": Jeremiah 25:9. He used Cyrus, king of Persia, to set Israel free and help them rebuild their Temple:  Ezra 1.  God even works through unbelieving government officials to accomplish His purposes.)

Study questions on chapter 5:
1.  
Using verses 1-12 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What did Hiram, king of Tyre, send to Solomon and why?



-In Solomon's message to Hiram:




-What reason did Solomon give as to why David had not built the 




temple?




-What is revealed regarding the condition of the kingdom at that time?




-Who had God designated to build the Temple?




-What requests did Solomon make of Hiram?



-Using the notes following outline point B 4, summarize Solomon's planning 


strategy in regards to the temple.



-What was Hiram's response to Solomon's message?



-What did Hiram promise to do?



-What did Hiram ask Solomon to do in return?



-What did Hiram give to Solomon?



-What did Solomon give to Hiram?



-What did God give Solomon as promised?



-What agreements did Hiram and Solomon make between their kingdoms?

2.
Using verses 13-18 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What was the total labor force Solomon raised out of Israel?



-Where were these men sent and for how long?



-Who was in charge of the labor force?



-How many men were assigned to carry burdens?


-How many men quarried the stone?



-What was used to lay the foundation of the temple?

3.
Using the final outline note, explain who worked together on the Temple and 


why this was significant.

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 6

1 And it came to pass in the four hundred and eightieth year after the children of Israel were come out of the land of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month Zif, which is the second month, that he began to build the house of the Lord.

2 And the house which king Solomon built for the Lord, the length thereof was threescore cubits, and the breadth thereof twenty cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits.

3 And the porch before the Temple of the house, twenty cubits was the length thereof, according to the breadth of the house; and ten cubits was the breadth thereof before the house.

4 And for the house he made windows of narrow lights.

5 And against the wall of the house he built chambers round about, against the walls of the house round about, both of the Temple and of the oracle: and he made chambers round about:

6 The nethermost chamber was five cubits broad, and the middle was six cubits broad, and the third was seven cubits broad: for without in the wall of the house he made narrowed rests round about, that the beams should not be fastened in the walls of the house.

7 And the house, when it was in building, was built of stone made ready before it was brought thither: so that there was neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron heard in the house, while it was in building.

8 The door for the middle chamber was in the right side of the house: and they went up with winding stairs into the middle chamber, and out of the middle into the third.

9 So he built the house, and finished it; and covered the house with beams and boards of cedar.

10 And then he built chambers against all the house, five cubits high: and they rested on the house with timber of cedar.

11 And the word of the Lord came to Solomon, saying,

12 Concerning this house which thou art in building, if thou wilt walk in my statutes, and execute my judgments, and keep all my commandments to walk in them; then will I perform my word with thee, which I spake unto David thy father:

13 And I will dwell among the children of Israel, and will not forsake my people Israel.

14 So Solomon built the house, and finished it.

15 And he built the walls of the house within with boards of cedar, both the floor of the house, and the walls of the cieling: and he covered them on the inside with wood, and covered the floor of the house with planks of fir.

16 And he built twenty cubits on the sides of the house, both the floor and the walls with boards of cedar: he even built them for it within, even for the oracle, even for the most holy place.

17 And the house, that is, the Temple before it, was forty cubits long.

18 And the cedar of the house within was carved with knops and open flowers: all was cedar; there was no stone seen.

19 And the oracle he prepared in the house within, to set there the ark of the covenant of the Lord.

20 And the oracle in the forepart was twenty cubits in length, and twenty cubits in breadth, and twenty cubits in the height thereof: and he overlaid it with pure gold; and so covered the altar which was of cedar.

21 So Solomon overlaid the house within with pure gold: and he made a partition by the chains of gold before the oracle; and he overlaid it with gold.

22 And the whole house he overlaid with gold, until he had finished all the house: also the whole altar that was by the oracle he overlaid with gold.

23 And within the oracle he made two cherubims of olive tree, each ten cubits high.

24 And five cubits was the one wing of the cherub, and five cubits the other wing of the cherub: from the uttermost part of the one wing unto the uttermost part of the other were ten cubits.

25 And the other cherub was ten cubits: both the cherubims were of one measure and one size.

26 The height of the one cherub was ten cubits, and so was it of the other cherub.

27 And he set the cherubims within the inner house: and they stretched forth the wings of the cherubims, so that the wing of the one touched the one wall, and the wing of the other cherub touched the other wall; and their wings touched one another in the midst of the house.

28 And he overlaid the cherubims with gold.

29 And he carved all the walls of the house round about with carved figures of cherubims and palm trees and open flowers, within and without.

30 And the floor of the house he overlaid with gold, within and without.

31 And for the entering of the oracle he made doors of olive tree: the lintel and side posts were a fifth part of the wall.

32 The two doors also were of olive tree; and he carved upon them carvings of cherubims and palm trees and open flowers, and overlaid them with gold, and spread gold upon the cherubims, and upon the palm trees.

33 So also made he for the door of the Temple posts of olive tree, a fourth part of the wall.

34 And the two doors were of fir tree: the two leaves of the one door were folding, and the two leaves of the other door were folding.

35 And he carved thereon cherubims and palm trees and open flowers: and covered them with gold fitted upon the carved work.

36 And he built the inner court with three rows of hewed stone, and a row of cedar beams.

37 In the fourth year was the foundation of the house of the Lord laid, in the month Zif:

38 And in the eleventh year, in the month Bul, which is the eighth month, was the house finished throughout all the parts thereof, and according to all the fashion of it. So was he seven years in building it.

Outline 6:

(Solomon builds the Temple. See also 2 Chronicles 2-8.)
(2 Chronicles 3:1-14)

I.
Solomon begins to build.  (1-10)

And it came to pass in the 480th year after the children of Israel had come out of the land 
of Egypt, in the fourth year of Solomon's reign over Israel, in the month of Ziv, which is 
the second month, that Solomon began to build the house of the Lord. 

(The Temple was built on Mt. Moriah which David purchased as a result of his sin of 
conducting a census: 2 Samuel 24.  An example of  God's grace at work despite sin!)


A.
The size:



(Note regarding Temple measurements:  A cubit is approximately 18 inches.)



1.
Its length was sixty cubits, its width twenty, and its height thirty cubits. 



(It was 90 feet long, 30 feet wide, 45 feet high.)



2.
The vestibule in front of the sanctuary of the house was twenty cubits long 


across the width of the house, and the width of the vestibule extended ten 



cubits from the front of the house.  (30 x15 feet)

B.
The windows: And he made for the house windows with beveled frames. 


C.
The chambers:



1.
Against the wall of the Temple he built chambers all around--against the 



walls of the Temple, all around the sanctuary and the inner sanctuary. Thus 


he made side chambers all around it. 


2.
The lowest chamber was five cubits wide (7 1/2 feet), the middle was six 



cubits wide (9 feet), and the third was seven cubits wide (10 1/2 feet).


3.
He made narrow ledges around the outside of the Temple, so that the 



support beams would not be fastened into the walls of the Temple. 

D.
Stonework:


And the Temple, when it was being built, was built with stone finished at the 


quarry, so that no hammer or chisel or any iron tool was heard in the Temple 


while it was being built.   (The stones were prepared at the quarry so that no tool 


would be used on the premises of the Temple.  Although the Temple had to be 


built with human labor, Solomon did not want the sound of man's work to 



dominate the Temple as he considered it a work of God.  How often does the 


"flesh" of man dominate what occurs in our congregations and ministries?)

E.
The doorway: The doorway for the middle story was on the right side of the 


Temple.   (There was one main entrance to the side rooms for the priests.)

F.
The stairs:  They went up by stairs to the middle story, and from the middle to the 


third story. 


G.
Paneling: So he built the Temple and finished it, and he paneled the Temple with 


beams and boards of cedar.  (Cedar overlaid the stones.)

H.
The side chambers:



1.
And he built side chambers against the entire Temple.



2.
They were each five cubits high (7 1/2 feet).



3.
They were attached to the Temple with cedar beams.
II.
A word from the Lord.  (11-13)


(This message was given to confirm that God is not impressed with your work if your 
walk is not right with Him.)

 
Then the word of the Lord came to Solomon, saying:  Concerning this Temple which you 
are building

A.
 If: 


If you walk in My statutes, execute My judgments, keep all My commandments, 


and walk in them...


B.
Then: 


1.
I will perform My word with you, which I spoke to your father David. 


2.
And I will dwell among the children of Israel.



3.
I will not forsake My people Israel. 



(God assures Solomon that He will dwell in the Temple as long as the people are 


obedient to the Word.  If not, it will be just another building project.)

III.
Solomon finishes the Temple.  (14-36)


So Solomon built the Temple and finished it. 

A.
The walls and floors:



1.
He built the inside walls of the Temple with cedar boards.



2.
From the floor of the Temple to the ceiling he paneled the inside with 



wood.



3.
He covered the floor of the Temple with planks of cypress. 

B.
The Most Holy Place.



1.
He built the twenty-cubit room at the rear of the Temple, from floor to 



ceiling, with cedar boards (a 30 foot room).



2.
He built it inside as the inner sanctuary, as the Most Holy Place.  

C.
The Temple sanctuary:



1.
And in front of it the Temple sanctuary was forty cubits long.


2.
The inside of the Temple was cedar, carved with ornamental buds and 



open flowers. 


3.
All was cedar--there was no stone to be seen. 


D.
The inner sanctuary:



1.
And he prepared the inner sanctuary inside the Temple, to set the ark of 



the covenant of the Lord there. (The Ark was built at Mt. Sinai during the 



time of Moses and at the command of the Lord.)


2.
The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and 



twenty cubits high (30 feet). 


3.
He overlaid it with pure gold, and overlaid the altar of cedar. 



a.
So Solomon overlaid the inside of the Temple with pure gold. 



b.
He stretched gold chains across the front of the inner sanctuary 




and overlaid it with gold. 



c.
He overlaid the whole Temple with gold, until he had finished all 




the Temple.




d.
Also he overlaid with gold the entire altar that was by the inner 




sanctuary. 



4.
Inside the inner sanctuary he made two cherubim of olive wood, each ten 



cubits high (15 feet). 



a.
One wing of the cherub was five cubits, and the other wing of the 




cherub five cubits (7 1/2 feet): Ten cubits from the tip of one wing 




to the tip of the other (15 feet). 



b.
And the other cherub was ten cubits. 





(1)
Both cherubim were of the same size and shape. 




(2)
The height of one cherub was ten cubits, and so was the 





other cherub (15 feet). 



c.
Then he set the cherubim inside the inner room (the Holy of 




Holies).  And they stretched out the wings of the cherubim so 




that the wing of the one touched one wall, and the wing of the 




other cherub touched the other wall.  And their wings touched each 



other in the middle of the room. 



d.
Also he overlaid the cherubim with gold. 





(See also Isaiah 6:1-3.)


E.
The carvings.



Then he carved all the walls of the Temple all around, both the inner and outer 


sanctuaries, with carved figures of cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers. 

F.
The floors:  And the floor of the Temple he overlaid with gold, both the inner 


and outer sanctuaries.  (There is gold everywhere:  The walls: 6:20-22; the floor: 


6:30; and the carvings on the doors: 6:32.)

G.
The entrance.


1.
For the entrance of the inner sanctuary he made doors of olive wood.



2.
The lintel and doorposts were one-fifth of the wall. 


3.
The two doors were of olive wood and he carved on them figures of 



cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers and overlaid them with gold and 



spread gold on the cherubim and on the palm trees. 


4.
The door of the sanctuary he also made doorposts of olive wood, one-



fourth of the wall.


5.
The two doors were of cypress wood:




a.
Two panels comprised one folding door.




b.
Two panels comprised the other folding door. 


6.
Then he carved cherubim, palm trees, and open flowers on them, and 



overlaid them with gold applied evenly on the carved work. 

H.
The inner court. And he built the inner court with three rows of hewn stone and a 


row of cedar beams. 

IV.
The Temple is completed.  (37-38)


A.
In the fourth year the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid, in the month of 

Ziv. 

B.
And in the eleventh year, in the month of Bul, which is the eighth month, the 


house was finished in all its details and according to all its plans. 

C.
So he was seven years in building it. 

(As believers, we are a spiritual temple under construction.  See 1 Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:21-22; 2 Corinthians 6:16; and I Corinthians 3:16-17.) 

Study questions on chapter 6:
1.
Using verses 1-10 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-When Did Solomon begin to build the Temple?



-Where was the Temple built?



-Who had purchased this property?



-Summarize what you learn about the following components of the Temple:




-The size.




-The windows.




-The chambers.




-The stonework.




-The doorway.




-The stairs




-The paneling.




-The side chambers. 

2.
Using verses  11-13 and outline point II, summarize the promises God gave to Solomon.  
Were these promises conditional?  If so, upon what were they conditional?
3.
Using verses 14-36 and outline point III, summarize what you learn about the completion 
of the following areas of the Temple:



-The walls and floors.



-The Most Holy Place.


-The Temple sanctuary.



-The inner sanctuary.



-The carvings.



-The floors.



-The entrance.



-The inner court.

4.
Using verses 37-38 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What happened in the 4th year?



-What happened in the 11th year



-What was the total number of years it took to build the temple?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 7

1 But Solomon was building his own house thirteen years, and he finished all his house.

2 He built also the house of the forest of Lebanon; the length thereof was an hundred cubits, and the breadth thereof fifty cubits, and the height thereof thirty cubits, upon four rows of cedar pillars, with cedar beams upon the pillars.

3 And it was covered with cedar above upon the beams, that lay on forty five pillars, fifteen in a row.

4 And there were windows in three rows, and light was against light in three ranks.

5 And all the doors and posts were square, with the windows: and light was against light in three ranks.

6 And he made a porch of pillars; the length thereof was fifty cubits, and the breadth thereof thirty cubits: and the porch was before them: and the other pillars and the thick beam were before them.

7 Then he made a porch for the throne where he might judge, even the porch of judgment: and it was covered with cedar from one side of the floor to the other.

8 And his house where he dwelt had another court within the porch, which was of the like work. Solomon made also an house for Pharaoh's daughter, whom he had taken to wife, like unto this porch.

9 All these were of costly stones, according to the measures of hewed stones, sawed with saws, within and without, even from the foundation unto the coping, and so on the outside toward the great court.

10 And the foundation was of costly stones, even great stones, stones of ten cubits, and stones of eight cubits.

11 And above were costly stones, after the measures of hewed stones, and cedars.

12 And the great court round about was with three rows of hewed stones, and a row of cedar beams, both for the inner court of the house of the Lord, and for the porch of the house.

13 And king Solomon sent and fetched Hiram out of Tyre.

14 He was a widow's son of the tribe of Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre, a worker in brass: and he was filled with wisdom, and understanding, and cunning to work all works in brass. And he came to king Solomon, and wrought all his work.

15 For he cast two pillars of brass, of eighteen cubits high apiece: and a line of twelve cubits did compass either of them about.

16 And he made two chapiters of molten brass, to set upon the tops of the pillars: the height of the one chapiter was five cubits, and the height of the other chapiter was five cubits:

17 And nets of checker work, and wreaths of chain work, for the chapiters which were upon the top of the pillars; seven for the one chapiter, and seven for the other chapiter.

18 And he made the pillars, and two rows round about upon the one network, to cover the chapiters that were upon the top, with pomegranates: and so did he for the other chapiter.

19 And the chapiters that were upon the top of the pillars were of lily work in the porch, four cubits.

20 And the chapiters upon the two pillars had pomegranates also above, over against the belly which was by the network: and the pomegranates were two hundred in rows round about upon the other chapiter.

21 And he set up the pillars in the porch of the Temple: and he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin: and he set up the left pillar, and he called the name thereof Boaz.

22 And upon the top of the pillars was lily work: so was the work of the pillars finished.

23 And he made a molten sea, ten cubits from the one brim to the other: it was round all about, and his height was five cubits: and a line of thirty cubits did compass it round about.

24 And under the brim of it round about there were knops compassing it, ten in a cubit, compassing the sea round about: the knops were cast in two rows, when it was cast.

25 It stood upon twelve oxen, three looking toward the north, and three looking toward the west, and three looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east: and the sea was set above upon them, and all their hinder parts were inward.

26 And it was an hand breadth thick, and the brim thereof was wrought like the brim of a cup, with flowers of lilies: it contained two thousand baths.

27 And he made ten bases of brass; four cubits was the length of one base, and four cubits the breadth thereof, and three cubits the height of it.

28 And the work of the bases was on this manner: they had borders, and the borders were between the ledges:

29 And on the borders that were between the ledges were lions, oxen, and cherubims: and upon the ledges there was a base above: and beneath the lions and oxen were certain additions made of thin work.

30 And every base had four brasen wheels, and plates of brass: and the four corners thereof had undersetters: under the laver were undersetters molten, at the side of every addition.

31 And the mouth of it within the chapiter and above was a cubit: but the mouth thereof was round after the work of the base, a cubit and an half: and also upon the mouth of it were gravings with their borders, foursquare, not round.

32 And under the borders were four wheels; and the axletrees of the wheels were joined to the base: and the height of a wheel was a cubit and a half a cubit.

33 And the work of the wheels was like the work of a chariot wheel: their axletrees, and their naves, and their felloes, and their spokes, were all molten.

34 And there were four undersetters to the four corners of one base: and the undersetters were of the very base itself.

35 And in the top of the base was there a round compass of half a cubit high: and on the top of the base the ledges thereof and the borders thereof were of the same.

36 For on the plates of the ledges thereof, and on the borders thereof, he graved cherubims, lions, and palm trees, according to the proportion of every one, and additions round about.

37 After this manner he made the ten bases: all of them had one casting, one measure, and one size.

38 Then made he ten lavers of brass: one laver contained forty baths: and every laver was four cubits: and upon every one of the ten bases one laver.

39 And he put five bases on the right side of the house, and five on the left side of the house: and he set the sea on the right side of the house eastward over against the south.

40 And Hiram made the lavers, and the shovels, and the basons. So Hiram made an end of doing all the work that he made king Solomon for the house of the Lord:

41 The two pillars, and the two bowls of the chapiters that were on the top of the two pillars; and the two networks, to cover the two bowls of the chapiters which were upon the top of the pillars;

42 And four hundred pomegranates for the two networks, even two rows of pomegranates for one network, to cover the two bowls of the chapiters that were upon the pillars;

43 And the ten bases, and ten lavers on the bases;

44 And one sea, and twelve oxen under the sea;

45 And the pots, and the shovels, and the basons: and all these vessels, which Hiram made to king Solomon for the house of the Lord, were of bright brass.

46 In the plain of Jordan did the king cast them, in the clay ground between Succoth and Zarthan.

47 And Solomon left all the vessels unweighed, because they were exceeding many: neither was the weight of the brass found out.

48 And Solomon made all the vessels that pertained unto the house of the Lord: the altar of gold, and the table of gold, whereupon the shewbread was,

49 And the candlesticks of pure gold, five on the right side, and five on the left, before the oracle, with the flowers, and the lamps, and the tongs of gold,

50 And the bowls, and the snuffers, and the basons, and the spoons, and the censers of pure gold; and the hinges of gold, both for the doors of the inner house, the most holy place, and for the doors of the house, to wit, of the Temple.

51 So was ended all the work that king Solomon made for the house of the Lord. And Solomon brought in the things which David his father had dedicated; even the silver, and the gold, and the vessels, did he put among the treasures of the house of the Lord.

Outline 7:

(Solomon's building projects continued.)
(The record of the building of Solomon's house is not in sequence.  It was built after the Temple was completed.) 
I.
Solomon's building projects.  (1-12)

A.
His house.



1.
But Solomon took thirteen years to build his own house.



2.
So he finished all his house.


(The Temple was completed much faster that his house because there was 



prior preparation for building it and a huge crew working on it.) 


B.
The House of the Forest of Lebanon.
He also built the House of the Forest of 


Lebanon (which was named after the cedars from Lebanon from which it was 


built).


1.
Its length was one hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height 



thirty cubits, with four rows of cedar pillars, and cedar beams on the 



pillars.   (150 x 75 x 45 feet.)


2.
It was paneled with cedar above the beams that were on forty-five pillars, 



fifteen to a row. 


3.
There were windows with beveled frames in three rows, and window was 



opposite window in three tiers. 


4.
And all the doorways and doorposts had rectangular frames.



5.
Window was opposite window in three tiers. 

C.
The House of Pillars. He also made the Hall of Pillars: 


1.
Its length was fifty cubits, and its width thirty cubits.



2.
In front of them was a portico with pillars.



3.
And a canopy was in front of them. 


D.
The Hall of Judgment.



1.
Then he made a hall for the throne, the Hall of Judgment, where he might 



judge.



2.
It was paneled with cedar from floor to ceiling.

E.
A house for Pharaoh's daughter.   



1.
And the house where he dwelt had another court inside the hall, of like 



workmanship. 


2.
Solomon also made a house like this hall for Pharaoh's daughter, whom he 


had taken as wife.  


F.
Summary of these buildings.



1.
All these were of costly stones cut to size, trimmed with saws, inside and 



out, from the foundation to the eaves, and also on the outside to the great 



court.


2.
The foundation was of costly stones, large stones, some ten cubits and 



some eight cubits.


3.
And above were costly stones, hewn to size, and cedar wood. 


4.
The great court was enclosed with three rows of hewn stones and a row of 



cedar beams--like those in the inner court of the house of the Lord and the 



vestibule of the Temple. 


(Some extravagance is acceptable, some is sinful:  Matthew 6:33; Luke 12:7-21; 


Mark 14:3-9.  Sinful extravagance focuses on selfish desires.  Extravagance that 


promotes the Kingdom or true worship is acceptable, i.e., the woman who made 


the extravagant offering of the contents of her alabaster box.)  

II.
Hiram the craftsman.  (13-14) 


A.
Now King Solomon sent and brought Hiram from Tyre (not King Hiram). 

B.
He was the son of a widow from the tribe of Naphtali.


C.
His father was a man of Tyre, a bronze worker.


D.
He was filled with wisdom and understanding and skill in working with all kinds 


of bronze work. 

E.
So he came to King Solomon and did all his work. 
III.
The bronze pillars for the Temple.  (15-22) 


(2 Chronicles 3:15-17)


A.
And he cast two pillars of bronze, each one eighteen cubits high (27 feet), and a 


line of 
twelve cubits (18 feet)  measured the circumference of each. 

B.
Then he made two capitals of cast bronze, to set on the tops of the pillars. The 


height of one capital was five cubits, and the height of the other capital was five 


cubits. 

C.
He made a lattice network, with wreaths of chainwork, for the capitals which were 

on top of the pillars: Seven chains for one capital and seven for the other capital.

D.
So he made the pillars, and two rows of pomegranates above the network all 


around to cover the capitals that were on top and he did this also for the other 


capital. 


E.
The capitals which were on top of the pillars in the hall were in the shape of lilies, 

four cubits (6 feet).  

F.
The capitals on the two pillars also had pomegranates above, by the convex 


surface which was next to the network; and there were 200 such pomegranates in 


rows on each of the capitals all around. 


G.
Then he set up the pillars by the vestibule of the Temple:



1.
He set up the pillar on the right and called its name Jachin (which means 



"He shall uphold or establish").



2.
He set up the pillar on the left and called its name Boaz (which means "in 



strength"). 

H.
The tops of the pillars were in the shape of lilies.  So the work of the pillars was 


finished.  (They were ornamental only, not support pillars.)
IV.
The sea and the oxen.  (23-26) 


A.
And he made the Sea of cast bronze (a bronze laver), ten cubits from one brim to 


the other (15 feet which held 17,000 gallons of water):


1.
It was completely round. 


2.
Its height was five cubits (7 1/2 feet).


3.
A line of thirty cubits measured its circumference (45 feet). 


(The Sea is a word for the round, basin-like laver made of bronze.)


B.
Below its brim were ornamental buds encircling it all around, ten to a cubit, all the 

way around the Sea. The ornamental buds were cast in two rows when it was cast. 

C.
It stood on twelve oxen: 


1.
Three looking toward the north, three looking toward the west, three 



looking toward the south, and three looking toward the east.



2.
The Sea was set upon them, and all their back parts pointed inward. 

D.
It was a handbreadth thick; and its brim was shaped like the brim of a cup, like a 


lily blossom. 

E.
It contained two thousand baths. 

V.
The carts and the lavers.  (27-39) 


A.
He also made ten carts of bronze (wagons that held the basins which were filled 


with 230 gallons of water).  The length  and width of each cart was four cubits, 


and it was three cubits high. And this was the design of the carts: 


1.
They had panels, and the panels were between frames.



2.
On the panels that were between the frames were lions, oxen, and 




cherubim. 



a
On the frames was a pedestal on top. 



b.
Below the lions and oxen were wreaths of plaited work. 


3.
Every cart had four bronze wheels and axles of bronze, and its four feet 



had supports. 

B.
Under the laver were supports of cast bronze beside each wreath. 


1.
Its opening inside the crown at the top was one cubit (18 inches) in 




diameter.



2.
The opening was round, shaped like a pedestal, one and a half cubits in 



outside diameter (27 inches); and also on the opening were engravings, but 


the panels were square, not round. 

C.
Under the panels were the four wheels, and the axles of the wheels were joined to 


the cart. 


1.
The height of a wheel was one and a half cubits. 


2.
The workmanship of the wheels was like the workmanship of a chariot 



wheel; their axle pins, their rims, their spokes, and their hubs were all of 



cast bronze.  

D.
There were four supports at the four corners of each cart; its supports were part of 


the cart itself. 

E.
On the top of the cart, at the height of half a cubit, it was perfectly round. 


1.
On the top of the cart, its flanges and its panels were of the same casting. 


2.
On the plates of its flanges and on its panels he engraved cherubim, lions, 



and palm trees, wherever there was a clear space on each, with wreaths all 



around. 

F.
Thus he made the ten carts. All of them were of the same mold, one measure, and 


one shape. 


G.
Then he made ten lavers of bronze:



1.
Each laver contained forty baths.



2.
Each laver was four cubits. 

H.
On each of the ten carts was a laver. 

I.
And he put five carts on the right side of the house, and five on the left side of the 


house. 

J.
He set the Sea on the right side of the house, toward the southeast.   (The Sea is a 


word for the round, basin-like laver made of bronze.)
VI.
Furnishings for the Temple.  (40-50) 


(2 Chronicles 4:11-18)


A.
Hiram made the lavers and the shovels and the bowls. So Hiram finished doing 


all the work that he was to do for King Solomon for the house of the Lord:


1.
The two pillars.



2.
The two bowl-shaped capitals that were on top of the two pillars.



3.
The two networks covering the two bowl-shaped capitals which were on 



top of the pillars.



4.
Four hundred pomegranates for the two networks --two rows of 




pomegranates for each network, to cover the two bowl-shaped capitals that 


were on top of the pillars.


5.
The ten carts and ten lavers on the carts.



6.
One Sea, and twelve oxen under the Sea.



7.
The pots, the shovels, and the bowls.


B.
All these articles which Huram made for King Solomon for the house of the Lord 


were of burnished bronze.


1.
In the plain of Jordan the king had them cast in clay molds, between 



Succoth and Zaretan. 


2.
And Solomon did not weigh all the articles, because there were so many 



that the weight of the bronze was not determined. 


C.
Thus Solomon had all the furnishings made for the house of the Lord: 


1.
The altar of gold (for burning incense).



2.
The table of gold on which was the showbread.



3.
The lampstands of pure gold, five on the right side and five on the left in 



front of the inner sanctuary, with the flowers and the lamps and the wick-



trimmers of gold.



4.
The basins, the trimmers, the bowls, the ladles, and the censers of pure 



gold.



5.
The hinges of gold, both for the doors of the inner room (the Most 




Holy Place) and for the doors of the main hall of the Temple. 
VII.
The house of the Lord is finished.  (51)

A.
So all the work that King Solomon had done for the house of the Lord was 


finished.


B.
And Solomon brought in the things which his father David had dedicated-- 


the silver and the gold and the furnishings--and he put them in the 




treasuries of the house of the Lord.  (This was the surplus silver and gold not used 

in building the Temple.  It went into the Temple treasury.  See 1 Chronicles 


29.)
(These  first few chapters describe the greatness of Solomon's kingdom. But the Bible reveals that there is a greater one than he--the Lord Jesus Christ.  


-Jesus is a greater King:  Matthew 12:42.


-Jesus is a greater prophet:  Matthew 12:41.



-Jesus will build a greater temple:  Matthew 12:6.


-Jesus is a greater priest:  Matthew 12:6.)

Study questions on chapter 7:
1.
Using verses 1-12 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-How many years did it take Solomon to build his house?



-Summarize what you learn about the other buildings Solomon built:




-The House of the Forest of Lebanon.




-The House of Pillars.




-The House of Judgment.




-A house for Pharaoh's daughter.



-Describe the materials used in each of these buildings.

2.
Using verses 13-14 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who did King Solomon bring from Tyre to work on the buildings?



-Summarize what you learn about him in this passage.

3.
Using verses 15-22 and outline point III, answer the following questions regarding the 
pillars for the Temple:


-Of what were the two pillars cast?



-What was the height of the pillars?



-What was the circumference of the pillars.



-What did Solomon put on top of the pillars?



-What was above the network to cover the capitals?



-What were the pillars named and what do these names mean?

4.
Using verses  23-26 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.


-What is the "sea" as used in this passage?


-For what was the sea of bronze used?



-What were the dimensions of the sea?



-Upon what did this sea stand?



-How thick was the sea?

5.
Using verses 27-39 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Of what were the carts made?



-For what were the cards used?



-Describe the carts.

6.
Using verses 40-50 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-What additional furnishing and equipment was made for the Temple?



-Of what material were the additional items made?



-Who made these items?



-What items were made of gold?

7.
What is concluded in verse 51 and what was placed in the treasuries?
8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 8

1 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers of the children of Israel, unto king Solomon in Jerusalem, that they might bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion.

2 And all the men of Israel assembled themselves unto king Solomon at the feast in the month Ethanim, which is the seventh month.

3 And all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark.

4 And they brought up the ark of the Lord, and the tabernacle of the congregation, and all the holy vessels that were in the tabernacle, even those did the priests and the Levites bring up.

5 And king Solomon, and all the congregation of Israel, that were assembled unto him, were with him before the ark, sacrificing sheep and oxen, that could not be told nor numbered for multitude.

6 And the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto his place, into the oracle of the house, to the most holy place, even under the wings of the cherubims.

7 For the cherubims spread forth their two wings over the place of the ark, and the cherubims covered the ark and the staves thereof above.

8 And they drew out the staves, that the ends of the staves were seen out in the holy place before the oracle, and they were not seen without: and there they are unto this day.

9 There was nothing in the ark save the two tables of stone, which Moses put there at Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant with the children of Israel, when they came out of the land of Egypt.

10 And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Lord,

11 So that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord.

12 Then spake Solomon, The Lord said that he would dwell in thick darkness.

13 I have surely built thee an house to dwell in, a settled place for thee to abide in for ever.

14 And the king turned his face about, and blessed all the congregation of Israel: (and all the congregation of Israel stood;)

15 And he said, Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, which spake with his mouth unto David my father, and hath with his hand fulfilled it, saying,

16 Since the day that I brought forth my people Israel out of Egypt, I chose no city out of all the tribes of Israel to build an house, that my name might be therein; but I chose David to be over my people Israel.

17 And it was in the heart of David my father to build an house for the name of the Lord God of Israel.

18 And the Lord said unto David my father, Whereas it was in thine heart to build an house unto my name, thou didst well that it was in thine heart.

19 Nevertheless thou shalt not build the house; but thy son that shall come forth out of thy loins, he shall build the house unto my name.

20 And the Lord hath performed his word that he spake, and I am risen up in the room of David my father, and sit on the throne of Israel, as the Lord promised, and have built an house for the name of the Lord God of Israel.

21 And I have set there a place for the ark, wherein is the covenant of the Lord, which he made with our fathers, when he brought them out of the land of Egypt.

22 And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth his hands toward heaven:

23 And he said, Lord God of Israel, there is no God like thee, in heaven above, or on earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy with thy servants that walk before thee with all their heart:

24 Who hast kept with thy servant David my father that thou promisedst him: thou spakest also with thy mouth, and hast fulfilled it with thine hand, as it is this day.

25 Therefore now, Lord God of Israel, keep with thy servant David my father that thou promisedst him, saying, There shall not fail thee a man in my sight to sit on the throne of Israel; so that thy children take heed to their way, that they walk before me as thou hast walked before me.

26 And now, O God of Israel, let thy word, I pray thee, be verified, which thou spakest unto thy servant David my father.

27 But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how much less this house that I have builded?

28 Yet have thou respect unto the prayer of thy servant, and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto the cry and to the prayer, which thy servant prayeth before thee to day:

29 That thine eyes may be open toward this house night and day, even toward the place of which thou hast said, My name shall be there: that thou mayest hearken unto the prayer which thy servant shall make toward this place.

30 And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant, and of thy people Israel, when they shall pray toward this place: and hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place: and when thou hearest, forgive.

31 If any man trespass against his neighbour, and an oath be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the oath come before thine altar in this house:

32 Then hear thou in heaven, and do, and judge thy servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon his head; and justifying the righteous, to give him according to his righteousness.

33 When thy people Israel be smitten down before the enemy, because they have sinned against thee, and shall turn again to thee, and confess thy name, and pray, and make supplication unto thee in this house:

34 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy people Israel, and bring them again unto the land which thou gavest unto their fathers.

35 When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, because they have sinned against thee; if they pray toward this place, and confess thy name, and turn from their sin, when thou afflictest them:

36 Then hear thou in heaven, and forgive the sin of thy servants, and of thy people Israel, that thou teach them the good way wherein they should walk, and give rain upon thy land, which thou hast given to thy people for an inheritance.

37 If there be in the land famine, if there be pestilence, blasting, mildew, locust, or if there be caterpiller; if their enemy besiege them in the land of their cities; whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness there be;

38 What prayer and supplication soever be made by any man, or by all thy people Israel, which shall know every man the plague of his own heart, and spread forth his hands toward this house:

39 Then hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and forgive, and do, and give to every man according to his ways, whose heart thou knowest; (for thou, even thou only, knowest the hearts of all the children of men;)

40 That they may fear thee all the days that they live in the land which thou gavest unto our fathers.

41 Moreover concerning a stranger, that is not of thy people Israel, but cometh out of a far country for thy name's sake;

42(For they shall hear of thy great name, and of thy strong hand, and of thy stretched out arm;) when he shall come and pray toward this house;

43 Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and do according to all that the stranger calleth to thee for: that all people of the earth may know thy name, to fear thee, as do thy people Israel; and that they may know that this house, which I have builded, is called by thy name.

44 If thy people go out to battle against their enemy, whithersoever thou shalt send them, and shall pray unto the Lord toward the city which thou hast chosen, and toward the house that I have built for thy name:

45 Then hear thou in heaven their prayer and their supplication, and maintain their cause.

46 If they sin against thee, (for there is no man that sinneth not,) and thou be angry with them, and deliver them to the enemy, so that they carry them away captives unto the land of the enemy, far or near;

47 Yet if they shall bethink themselves in the land whither they were carried captives, and repent, and make supplication unto thee in the land of them that carried them captives, saying, We have sinned, and have done perversely, we have committed wickedness;

48 And so return unto thee with all their heart, and with all their soul, in the land of their enemies, which led them away captive, and pray unto thee toward their land, which thou gavest unto their fathers, the city which thou hast chosen, and the house which I have built for thy name:

49 Then hear thou their prayer and their supplication in heaven thy dwelling place, and maintain their cause,

50 And forgive thy people that have sinned against thee and all their transgressions wherein they have transgressed against thee, and give them compassion before them who carried them captive, that they may have compassion on them:

51 For they be thy people, and thine inheritance, which thou broughtest forth out of Egypt, from the midst of the furnace of iron:

52 That thine eyes may be open unto the supplication of thy servant, and unto the supplication of thy people Israel, to hearken unto them in all that they call for unto thee.

53 For thou didst separate them from among all the people of the earth, to be thine inheritance, as thou spakest by the hand of Moses thy servant, when thou broughtest our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord GOD.

54 And it was so, that when Solomon had made an end of praying all this prayer and supplication unto the Lord, he arose from before the altar of the Lord, from kneeling on his knees with his hands spread up to heaven.

55 And he stood, and blessed all the congregation of Israel with a loud voice, saying,

56 Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto his people Israel, according to all that he promised: there hath not failed one word of all his good promise, which he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.

57 The Lord our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let him not leave us, nor forsake us:

58 That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his judgments, which he commanded our fathers.

59 And let these my words, wherewith I have made supplication before the Lord, be nigh unto the Lord our God day and night, that he maintain the cause of his servant, and the cause of his people Israel at all times, as the matter shall require:

60 That all the people of the earth may know that the Lord is God, and that there is none else.

61 Let your heart therefore be perfect with the Lord our God, to walk in his statutes, and to keep his commandments, as at this day.

62 And the king, and all Israel with him, offered sacrifice before the Lord.

63 And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings, which he offered unto the Lord, two and twenty thousand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the Lord.

64 The same day did the king hallow the middle of the court that was before the house of the Lord: for there he offered burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings: because the brasen altar that was before the Lord was too little to receive the burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and the fat of the peace offerings.

65 And at that time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with him, a great congregation, from the entering in of Hamath unto the river of Egypt, before the Lord our God, seven days and seven days, even fourteen days.

66 On the eighth day he sent the people away: and they blessed the king, and went unto their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the goodness that the Lord had done for David his servant, and for Israel his people.

Outline 8:

(The ark; the glory of God; the dedication of the Temple.)
I.
The Ark is brought into the Temple. (1-9)

(2 Chronicles 5:2-6:2)


A.
Now Solomon assembled in Jerusalem the elders of Israel, all the heads of the 


tribes, and the chief fathers of the children of Israel.



1.
The purpose was to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord 




from the City of David, which is Zion. 


2.
Therefore all the men of Israel assembled with King Solomon at the feast 



in the month of Ethanim, which is the seventh month. 


3.
So all the elders of Israel came, and the priests took up the ark.


(Solomon had learned from David's experiences the proper way to transport the 


ark. The Ark symbolized God's presence.  Without God's presence, the Temple 


was just an empty building.)


B.
Then they brought up the ark of the Lord, the tabernacle of meeting, and all the 


holy furnishings that were in the tabernacle. 


1.
The priests and the Levites brought them up. 


2.
Also King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel who were 




assembled with him were him before the ark sacrificing sheep and 




oxen that could not be counted or numbered for multitude. 

C.
Then the priests brought in the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, into the 

inner sanctuary of the Temple, to the Most Holy Place, under the wings of the 


cherubim. 


1.
For the cherubim spread their two wings over the place of the ark, and the 



cherubim overshadowed the ark and its poles (by which it was carried). 


2.
The poles extended so that the ends of the poles could be seen from the 



holy place, in front of the inner sanctuary; but they could not be seen from 



outside. And they are there to this day. (The Ark no longer moved from 



place to place, but the poles remained to remind Israel of how God's 



presence was with them during their wilderness journey:  Exodus 40:34-



38.)


3.
Nothing was in the ark except the two tablets of stone which Moses put 



there at Horeb, when the Lord made a covenant with the children of Israel, 


when they came out of the land of Egypt.  (We do not know what happened 


to the pot of manna and Aaron's rod that originally were placed there:  



Exodus 16:33 and Numbers 17:6-11.  Both of these symbols of Israel's 



past related to their sins:  Exodus 16:1-3; Numbers 16.  The Temple 



marked a new beginning, so perhaps this is why these items were 




excluded.)
II.
The glory of God descends.  (10-13)


(God's Word in the Ark was brought into the Most Holy Place where His presence dwelt. 
 
God's Word plus God's presence produced a manifestation of His glory.)


A.
And it came to pass, when the priests came out of the holy place, that the cloud 


filled the house of the Lord, so that the priests could not continue ministering 


because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. 


B.
Then Solomon spoke:



1.
The Lord said He would dwell in the dark cloud.   (The dark cloud was a 



place of revelation:  Exodus 19:9.)


2.
I have surely built You an exalted house, and a place for You to dwell in 



forever. 

(The sins of God's people had caused the glory to depart from the Tabernacle: 1 Samuel 4:19-22. Now, the glory returns.  Israel would sin again and go into captivity in Babylon, and Prophet Ezekiel would have a vision of the glory leaving the Temple: Ezekiel 8:1-4; 9:3; 10:4, 18-19; 11:22-23.   God would also show Ezekiel the glory of God returning: Ezekiel 43:1-5.  God's glory came to earth in the person of Jesus:  John 1:14.  When Jesus returned to heaven, the cloud of glory accompanied Him:  Acts 1:9.  Since the coming of the Holy Spirit in Acts 2, God's glory resides in each believer individually, the local church, and the universal church.  And someday, Jesus will return in a cloud of glory!) 
III.
Solomon's sermon upon completion of the Temple.  (14-21) 


(2 Chronicles 6:3-11)


Then the king turned around and blessed the whole assembly of Israel, while all the 

assembly of Israel was standing. And he said:

A.
The dynasty of David.



Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who spoke with His mouth to my father David, 

and with His hand has fulfilled it, saying:



1.
Since the day that I brought My people Israel out of Egypt, I have chosen 



no city from any tribe of Israel in which to build a house, that My name 



might be there.



2.
But I chose David to be over My people Israel.

B.
The desire of David: Now it was in the heart of my father David to build a Temple 

for the name of the Lord God of Israel.  But the Lord said to my father David:



1.
Whereas it was in your heart to build a Temple for My name, you did well 



that it was in your heart. 


2.
Nevertheless you shall not build the Temple, but your son who will come 



from your body, he shall build the Temple for My name.

C.
The conclusion:  So the Lord has fulfilled His word which He spoke:



1.
I have filled the position of my father David, and sit on the throne of 



Israel, as the Lord promised.



2.
I have built a Temple for the name of the Lord God of Israel. 


3.
I have made a place for the ark there, in which is the covenant of the Lord 



which He made with our fathers, when He brought them out of the land of 



Egypt. 
IV.
Solomon's prayer of dedication: The basis of his prayer.  (22-27)

(2 Chronicles 6:12-39)


Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the assembly of 
Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven, and prayed.  The major points of his prayer 
were based on:  

A.
God's covenant: His promises.


Lord God of Israel, there is no God in heaven above or on earth below like You, 


who keep Your covenant and mercy with Your servants who walk before You 


with all their hearts. 


1
You have kept what You promised Your servant David my father.



2.
You have both spoken with Your mouth and fulfilled it with Your hand, as 


it is this day. 

B.
God's faithfulness:  In the past.



Therefore, Lord God of Israel:



1.
Now keep what You promised Your servant David my father, saying: 'You 


shall not fail to have a man sit before Me on the throne of Israel, only if 



your sons take heed to their way, that they walk before Me as you have 



walked before Me.'


2.
And now I pray, oh God of Israel, let Your word come true, which You 



have spoken to Your servant David my father. 


C.
God's presence:  His omnipotence and omnipresence.



1.
But will God indeed dwell on the earth? 


2.
Behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You. 


3.
How much less this Temple which I have built! 



(God's presence would be in the Temple, but deity could not be contained.)

V.
Solomon's prayer of dedication: The requests.  (28-53)

A.
Prayers in the Temple.



Yet regard the prayer of Your servant and his supplication, oh Lord my 



God, and listen to the cry and the prayer which Your servant is praying 



before You today: 



1.
That Your eyes may be open toward this Temple night and day, 




toward the place of which You said, 'My name shall be there.' 



2.
That You may hear the prayer which Your servant makes toward 




this place and that You may hear the supplication of Your servant and 



of Your people Israel, when they pray toward this place. 




a.
Hear in heaven Your dwelling place.




b.
And when You hear, forgive. 


B.
A request for justice.


When anyone sins against his neighbor, and is forced to take an oath, and comes 


and takes an oath before Your altar in this Temple then:



1.
Hear in heaven, and act, and judge Your servants.



2.
Condemn the wicked, bringing his way on his head.



3.
Justify the righteous by giving him according to his righteousness. 


C.
A request regarding military intervention .


When Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy because they have sinned 


against You (Joshua 7), and when they turn back to You and confess Your name, 


and pray and make supplication to You in this Temple then:



1
Hear in heaven.



2.
Forgive the sin of Your people Israel.



3.
Bring them back to the land which You gave to their fathers. 


D.
A request regarding drought.


When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned 


against You, when they pray toward this place and confess Your name, and turn 


from their sin because You afflict them--then:



1.
Hear in heaven.



2.
Forgive the sin of Your servants, Your people Israel.



3.
Teach them the good way in which they should walk.



4.
Send rain on Your land which You have given to Your people as an 



inheritance. 


(In Old Testament times, people prayed looking towards the Jerusalem Temple.  


New Testament believers pray directly to the Father through Jesus.  His presence 


no longer dwells only in the Temple, but resides in each believer.)


E.
A request regarding natural disasters.


When there is famine in the land, pestilence, blight  mildew, locusts, or 



grasshoppers; when their enemy besieges them in the land of their cities; whatever 

plague or whatever sickness there is; whatever prayer, whatever supplication is 


made by anyone, or by all Your people Israel, when each one knows the plague of 


his own heart, and spreads out his hands toward this Temple--then:



1.
Hear in heaven Your dwelling place.



2.
Forgive.



3.
Act and give to everyone according to all his ways, whose heart You know 


--for You alone know the hearts of all the sons of men--that they may fear 



You all the days that they live in the land which You gave to our fathers. 



(Natural disasters such as famine, blight, and insects were often the 




result of sin:  Leviticus 26:16, 20, 25-26; Deuteronomy 28:38.)


F.
A request regarding foreigners.



When a foreigner, who is not of Your people Israel, but has come from a far 


country for Your name's sake--for they will hear of Your great name and Your 


strong hand and Your outstretched arm--when he comes and prays toward this 


Temple:



1.
Hear in heaven Your dwelling place.



2.
Do according to all for which the foreigner calls to You.


3.
Do this so that all peoples of the earth may:




a.
Know Your name and fear You, as do Your people Israel.




b.
Know that this Temple which I have built is called by Your name. 


G.
A request regarding warfare.



When Your people go out to battle against their enemy, wherever You send them, 


and when they pray to the Lord toward the city which You have chosen and the 


Temple which I have built for Your name: Then hear in heaven their prayer and 


their supplication, and maintain their cause. 


H.
A request for restoration.


1.
When they sin against You--for there is no one who does not sin--and You 


become angry with them and deliver them to the enemy, and they take 



them captive to the land of the enemy, far or near:




a.
When they come to themselves in the land where they were carried 



captive, and repent, and make supplication to You in the land of 




those who took them captive, saying, 'We have sinned and done 




wrong, we have committed wickedness'...




b.
When they return to You with all their heart and with all their soul 




in the land of their enemies who led them away captive, and pray to 



You toward their land which You gave to their fathers, the city 




which You have chosen and the Temple which I have built for 




Your name--



2.
Then hear in heaven Your dwelling place their prayer and their 




supplication, and maintain their cause.




a.
Forgive Your people who have sinned against You, and all their 




transgressions which they have transgressed against You.




b.
Grant them compassion before those who took them captive, that 




they may have compassion on them.




c.
For they are Your people and 
Your inheritance, whom You 





brought out of Egypt, out of the iron furnace.



I.
A request regarding prayer and supplication by God's people.



1.
May Your eyes may be open to the supplication of Your servant and the 



supplication of Your people Israel, to listen to them whenever they call to 



You.  





2.
For You separated them from among all the peoples of the earth to be 



Your inheritance, as You spoke by Your servant Moses, when You 



brought our fathers out of Egypt, oh Lord God. 

VI.
Solomon's benediction.  (54-61) 


(2 Chronicles 6:40-42)


And so it was, when Solomon had finished praying all this prayer and supplication to the 
Lord, that he arose from before the altar of the Lord, from kneeling on his knees with his 
hands spread up to heaven. Then he stood and blessed all the assembly of Israel with a 
loud voice, saying: 

A.
Blessed be the Lord, who has given rest to His people Israel, according to all that 


He promised. There has not failed one word of all His good promise, which He 


promised through His servant Moses.   (God will fulfill all of His promises to you 


also.  Not one word will fail!)

B.
May the Lord our God be with us, as He was with our fathers. May He not leave 


us nor forsake us so that He may incline our hearts to Himself:



1.
To walk in all His ways.



2.
To keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments which 



He commanded our fathers.  


C.
May these words of mine, with which I have made supplication before the Lord, 


be near the Lord our God day and night:



1.
That He may maintain the cause of His servant and the cause of His people 


Israel, as each day may require.



2
That all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God--there is 



no other. 

D.
Let your heart therefore be loyal to the Lord our God, to walk in His statutes and 


keep His commandments, as at this day. 

VII.
Solomon dedicates the Temple.  (62-66) 


(2 Chronicles 7:4-11)


A.
Then the king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices before the Lord. 


1.
And Solomon offered a sacrifice of peace offerings.



2.
He offered to the Lord, 22,000 bulls and 120,000 sheep. 

B.
So the king and all the children of Israel dedicated the house of the Lord. 

C.
On the same day the king consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of 


the house of the Lord:  For there he offered burnt offerings, grain offerings, and 


the fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar that was before the Lord 


was too small to receive the burnt offerings, the grain offerings, and the fat of the 


peace offerings. 


D.
At that time Solomon held a feast, and all Israel with him.



1.
It was a great assembly from the entrance of Hamath to the Brook of 



Egypt, before the Lord our God.



2.
It lasted seven days and then for seven more days--a total of fourteen days. 


(The first feast was followed by the Feast of Tabernacles, a regularly scheduled 


observance which commemorated the wilderness wandering.)


E.
On the final day he sent the people away, and they blessed the king, and went to 



their tents joyful and glad of heart for all the good that the Lord had done for His 


servant David, and for Israel His people. 

Study questions on chapter 8:
1.
Using verses 1-9 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who assembled in Jerusalem?



-Who brought up the Ark of the Lord?



-What was Solomon doing as the Ark was being brought up?



-Where was the Ark placed?



-What was in the ark?



-Where were the cherubim located?



-Where were the poles located?

2.
Using verses 10-13 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What happened after the Ark was set in place and the priests took their places?



-What declaration did Solomon make?



-Using the outline note following point II, summarize what caused the various 


departures and returns of God's glory.

3.
Using verses 14-21 and outline point III, answer the following questions regarding 
Solomon's sermon.


-Summarize what Solomon said regarding the dynasty of David.



-Summarize what he said regarding David's desire.



-Summarize the conclusion of his message.
4.
Using verses 22-27 and outline point IV, answer the following questions regarding 
Solomon's prayer of dedication.


-What did Solomon say regarding God's covenant?



-What did he say regarding God's faithfulness in the past?



-What did Solomon say regarding God's presence?

5.
Using verses 28-53 and outline point V, answer the following questions. Why requests 
did Solomon make regarding:


-Prayer made in the Temple?



-Justice?



-Military defeat?



-Drought?



-Natural disasters?



-Foreigners?



-Warfare?



-Restoration?



-Prayer and supplication made by God's people?

6.
Using verses 54-61 and outline point  VI, summarize Solomon's benediction.

7.
Using verses 62-66 and outline point VII, answer the following questions.



-How many sacrifices were offered at the dedication of the Temple?



-What else did Solomon do on dedication day?



-For how long did the celebration last?



-What did Solomon do on the final day of the celebration?



-What was the mood of the people as they left the celebration?

8.
Compare 2 Chronicles 5-7 with the account of the dedication given in this chapter. What 
new information is included in the Chronicles account?

9.
Using verses 22-53, summarize some applicable prayer principles.
10.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 9

1 And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the building of the house of the Lord, and the king's house, and all Solomon's desire which he was pleased to do,

2 That the Lord appeared to Solomon the second time, as he had appeared unto him at Gibeon.

3 And the Lord said unto him, I have heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast made before me: I have hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.

4 And if thou wilt walk before me, as David thy father walked, in integrity of heart, and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded thee, and wilt keep my statutes and my judgments:

5 Then I will establish the throne of thy kingdom upon Israel for ever, as I promised to David thy father, saying, There shall not fail thee a man upon the throne of Israel.

6 But if ye shall at all turn from following me, ye or your children, and will not keep my commandments and my statutes which I have set before you, but go and serve other gods, and worship them:

7 Then will I cut off Israel out of the land which I have given them; and this house, which I have hallowed for my name, will I cast out of my sight; and Israel shall be a proverb and a byword among all people:

8 And at this house, which is high, every one that passeth by it shall be astonished, and shall hiss; and they shall say, Why hath the Lord done thus unto this land, and to this house?

9 And they shall answer, Because they forsook the Lord their God, who brought forth their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have taken hold upon other gods, and have worshipped them, and served them: therefore hath the Lord brought upon them all this evil.

10 And it came to pass at the end of twenty years, when Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the Lord, and the king's house,

11(Now Hiram the king of Tyre had furnished Solomon with cedar trees and fir trees, and with gold, according to all his desire,) that then king Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee.

12 And Hiram came out from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had given him; and they pleased him not.

13 And he said, What cities are these which thou hast given me, my brother? And he called them the land of Cabul unto this day.

14 And Hiram sent to the king sixscore talents of gold.

15 And this is the reason of the levy which king Solomon raised; for to build the house of the Lord, and his own house, and Millo, and the wall of Jerusalem, and Hazor, and Megiddo, and Gezer.

16 For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up, and taken Gezer, and burnt it with fire, and slain the Canaanites that dwelt in the city, and given it for a present unto his daughter, Solomon's wife.

17 And Solomon built Gezer, and Beth-horon the nether,

18 and Baalath, and Tadmor in the wilderness, in the land,

19 And all the cities of store that Solomon had, and cities for his chariots, and cities for his horsemen, and that which Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem, and in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion.

20 And all the people that were left of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, which were not of the children of Israel,

21 Their children that were left after them in the land, whom the children of Israel also were not able utterly to destroy, upon those did Solomon levy a tribute of bondservice unto this day.

22 But of the children of Israel did Solomon make no bondmen: but they were men of war, and his servants, and his princes, and his captains, and rulers of his chariots, and his horsemen.

23 These were the chief of the officers that were over Solomon's work, five hundred and fifty, which bare rule over the people that wrought in the work.

24 But Pharaoh's daughter came up out of the city of David unto her house which Solomon had built for her: then did he build Millo.

25 And three times in a year did Solomon offer burnt offerings and peace offerings upon the altar which he built unto the Lord, and he burnt incense upon the altar that was before the Lord. So he finished the house.

26 And king Solomon made a navy of ships in Ezion-geber, which is beside Eloth, on the shore of the Red sea, in the land of Edom.

27 And Hiram sent in the navy his servants, shipmen that had knowledge of the sea, with the servants of Solomon.

28 And they came to Ophir, and fetched from thence gold, four hundred and twenty talents, and brought it to king Solomon.

Outline 9:

(God appears to Solomon; Solomon's additional achievements.)
(2 Chronicles 7:12-22)

I.
God appears to Solomon.  (1-9) 


And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished building the house of the Lord 


and the king's house, and all his desires which he wanted to do,  that the 


Lord appeared to Solomon the second time, as He had appeared to him at Gibeon. 

A.
The promises.  And the Lord said to him:


1.
I have heard your prayer and your supplication that you have made before 



Me.



2.
I have consecrated this house which you have built to put My name there 



forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually. 


3.
Now if you walk before Me as your father David walked, in integrity of 



heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have commanded 



you, and if you keep My statutes and My judgments,  then I will establish 



the throne of your kingdom over Israel forever, as I promised David your 



father, saying, 'You shall not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.' 

B.
The warnings. But if you or your sons at all turn from following Me, and do not 


keep My commandments and My statutes which I have set before you, but go and 


serve other gods and worship them, then:



1.
 I will cut off Israel from the land which I have given them.



2.
This house which I have consecrated for My name I will cast out of 



My sight. 


3.
Israel will be a proverb and a byword among all peoples. 


4.
And as for this house, which is exalted, everyone who passes by it 




will be astonished and will hiss, and say, 'Why has the Lord done 




thus to this land and to this house?' 


5.
Then they will answer: 



a.
Because they forsook the Lord their God, who brought their 




fathers out of the land of Egypt, and have embraced other 





gods, and worshiped them and served them.




b.
Therefore the Lord has brought all this calamity on them. 




(Note the conditional terms of these promises:  If/then in verses 4-7. There 


were promises if they obeyed the Word of the Lord, and consequences if 



they did not.  Sadly, these prophetic warnings came true because Israel 



forsook the Lord.)

II.
Solomon and Hiram exchange gifts.  (10-14) 


A.
Now it happened at the end of twenty years (of construction), when Solomon had 


built the two houses--the house of the Lord and the king's house--Hiram the king 


of Tyre had supplied Solomon with cedar and cypress and gold, as much as he 


desired.


B.
And King Solomon then gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee. 


(Solomon should not have done this, as they were not to give away what God had 


permanently deeded to Israel: Leviticus 25:23.)



1.
Then Hiram went from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had given 



him, but they did not please him. 


2.
So he said, "What kind of cities are these which you have given me, my 



brother?" 


3.
And he called them the land of Cabul (good for nothing), as they are to 



this day. 

C.
Then Hiram sent the king one hundred and twenty talents of gold. 

III.
Solomon's additional achievements.  (15-23)

(2 Chronicles 8:3-16)


And this is the reason for the labor force which King Solomon raised  to build the 


house of the Lord, his own house, the Millo (an earth filled fortification), the wall of 
Jerusalem, Hazor, Megiddo, and Gezer. 




A.
Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up and taken Gezer and burned it with 



fire, had killed the Canaanites who dwelt in the city, and had given it as a 



dowry to his daughter, Solomon's wife.

B.
And Solomon built Gezer, Lower Beth Horon, Baalath, and Tadmor in the 



wilderness, in the land of Judah,  all the storage cities that Solomon had, cities for 


his chariots and cities for his cavalry, and whatever Solomon desired to build in 


Jerusalem, in Lebanon, and in all the land of his dominion.   (There were other 


building projects not itemized in scripture.)

C.
All the people who were left of the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, Hivites, and 


Jebusites, who were not of the children of Israel--that is, their descendants who 


were left in the land after them, whom the children of Israel had not been able to 


destroy completely:


1.
From these Solomon raised forced labor, as it is to this day.


2.
But of the children of Israel Solomon made no forced laborers, because 



they were men of war and his servants: His officers, his captains, 




commanders of his chariots, and his cavalry. 



3.
Others were chiefs of the officials who were over Solomon's work: Five 



hundred and fifty, who ruled over the people who did the work. 

IV.
Additional projects.  (24-28)


A.
He built a house for Pharaoh's daughter--and she came up from the City of David 


to her house which Solomon had built for her. 

B.
Then he built the Millo (a protective earth-filled wall.). 


C.
The altar. 


1.
Three times a year Solomon offered burnt offerings and peace offerings on 


the altar which he had built for the Lord. 


2.
And he burned incense with them on the altar that was before the Lord. 

D.
The Temple: So he finished the Temple. 


E.
A fleet of ships.



1.
King Solomon also built a fleet of ships at Ezion Geber, which is near 



Elath on the shore of the Red Sea, in the land of Edom. 


2.
Then Hiram sent his servants with the fleet, seamen who knew the sea, to 



work with the servants of Solomon. 


3.
And they went to Ophir, and acquired four hundred and twenty talents (16 



tons) of gold from there, and brought it to King Solomon. 

(Solomon was called to give a witness to the world of the one true God, but he spent a lot of his time, energy, and resources to satisfy his own desires.  What about you?)
Study questions on chapter 9:
1.
Using verses 1-9 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Upon what occasion did God appear to Solomon?



-Summarize the promises God made to Solomon.



-What were the conditions in order for these promises to be fulfilled?



-What would happen if Solomon failed to obey God's Word?
2.
Using verses 10-14 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who supplied Solomon with cedar, cypress, and gold for his building projects?



-What did Solomon give to him in return?



-Why was the man unhappy with this gift?

3.
Using verses 15-23 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Who served in the labor force used by Solomon in his building projects?


-Who was used for forced labor?



-Who was exempt from forced labor?
4.
Using verses 24-28 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-List the building projects completed by Solomon.



-What else did Solomon acquire, to where did they go, and what did they acquire 


there?

5.
Read 2 Chronicles 8:1-9:31.  What additional information is given regarding the kingdom 
of Solomon? 
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 10

1 And when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name of the Lord, she came to prove him with hard questions.

2 And she came to Jerusalem with a very great train, with camels that bare spices, and very much gold, and precious stones: and when she was come to Solomon, she communed with him of all that was in her heart.

3 And Solomon told her all her questions: there was not any thing hid from the king, which he told her not.

4 And when the queen of Sheba had seen all Solomon's wisdom, and the house that he had built,

5 And the meat of his table, and the sitting of his servants, and the attendance of his ministers, and their apparel, and his cupbearers, and his ascent by which he went up unto the house of the Lord; there was no more spirit in her.

6 And she said to the king, It was a true report that I heard in mine own land of thy acts and of thy wisdom.

7 Howbeit I believed not the words, until I came, and mine eyes had seen it: and, behold, the half was not told me: thy wisdom and prosperity exceedeth the fame which I heard.

8 Happy are thy men, happy are these thy servants, which stand continually before thee, and that hear thy wisdom.

9 Blessed be the Lord thy God, which delighted in thee, to set thee on the throne of Israel: because the Lord loved Israel for ever, therefore made he thee king, to do judgment and justice.

10 And she gave the king an hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices very great store, and precious stones: there came no more such abundance of spices as these which the queen of Sheba gave to king Solomon.

11 And the navy also of Hiram, that brought gold from Ophir, brought in from Ophir great plenty of almug trees, and precious stones.

12 And the king made of the almug trees pillars for the house of the Lord, and for the king's house, harps also and psalteries for singers: there came no such almug trees, nor were seen unto this day.

13 And king Solomon gave unto the queen of Sheba all her desire, whatsoever she asked, beside that which Solomon gave her of his royal bounty. So she turned and went to her own country, she and her servants.

14 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in one year was six hundred threescore and six talents of gold.

15 Beside that he had of the merchantmen, and of the traffick of the spice merchants, and of all the kings of Arabia, and of the governors of the country.

16 And king Solomon made two hundred targets of beaten gold: six hundred shekels of gold went to one target.

17 And he made three hundred shields of beaten gold; three pound of gold went to one shield: and the king put them in the house of the forest of Lebanon.

18 Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with the best gold.

19 The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round behind: and there were stays on either side on the place of the seat, and two lions stood beside the stays.

20 And twelve lions stood there on the one side and on the other upon the six steps: there was not the like made in any kingdom.

21 And all king Solomon's drinking vessels were of gold, and all the vessels of the house of the forest of Lebanon were of pure gold; none were of silver: it was nothing accounted of in the days of Solomon.

22 For the king had at sea a navy of Tharshish with the navy of Hiram: once in three years came the navy of Tharshish, bringing gold, and silver, ivory, and apes, and peacocks.

23 So king Solomon exceeded all the kings of the earth for riches and for wisdom.

24 And all the earth sought to Solomon, to hear his wisdom, which God had put in his heart.

25 And they brought every man his present, vessels of silver, and vessels of gold, and garments, and armour, and spices, horses, and mules, a rate year by year.

26 And Solomon gathered together chariots and horsemen: and he had a thousand and four hundred chariots, and twelve thousand horsemen, whom he bestowed in the cities for chariots, and with the king at Jerusalem.

27 And the king made silver to be in Jerusalem as stones, and cedars made he to be as the sycomore trees that are in the vale, for abundance.

28 And Solomon had horses brought out of Egypt, and linen yarn: the king's merchants received the linen yarn at a price.

29 And a chariot came up and went out of Egypt for six hundred shekels of silver, and an horse for an hundred and fifty: and so for all the kings of the Hittites, and for the kings of Syria, did they bring them out by their means.
Outline 10:

(A visit from a queen/Solomon's wealth.)  
(2 Chronicles 9:1-28)

I.
The queen of Sheba visits Solomon. (1-13)

(Sheba was a fertile land on the Arabian Peninsula, the site of present-day Yemen.)


A.
Now when the queen of Sheba heard of the fame of Solomon concerning the name 

of the Lord, she came to test him with hard questions.   (She was intrigued by 


what she had heard concerning "the name of the Lord.") 


1.
She came to Jerusalem with a very great entourage, with camels that bore 



spices, very much gold, and precious stones.



2.
When she came to Solomon, she spoke with him about all that was in her 



heart. 


3.
So Solomon answered all her questions; there was nothing so difficult for 



the king that he could not explain it to her. 

B.
And when the queen of Sheba had seen all the wisdom of Solomon, the house that 

he had built,  the food on his table, the seating of his servants, the service of his 


waiters and their apparel, his cupbearers, and his entryway by which he went up to 

the house of the Lord, there was no more spirit in her.


(It was when Queen saw the entryway to the house of the Lord where Solomon 


went to
worship that there was no more spirit left in her. She could not get over 


the fact that the richest, wisest man in the world worshipped the Lord.)

C.
Then she said to the king: 


1.
It was a true report which I heard in my own land about your words and 



your wisdom. 


2.
However I did not believe the words until I came and saw with my own 



eyes--and indeed the half was not told me. 


3.
Your wisdom and prosperity exceed the fame of which I heard. 


4.
Happy are your men and happy are these your servants, who stand 




continually before you and hear your wisdom! 


5.
Blessed be the Lord your God, who delighted in you, setting you on the 



throne of Israel!  



6.
Because the Lord has loved Israel forever, therefore He made you king, to 



do justice and righteousness. 




(This passage indicates that the Queen became a true believer in God.)


D.
Then she gave the king one hundred and twenty talents of gold (about 4 1/2 tons), 


spices in great 
quantity, and precious stones. There never again came such 



abundance of spices as the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

E.
Also, the ships of Hiram, which brought gold from Ophir, brought great quantities 

of almug wood and precious stones from Ophir. 


1.
And the king made steps of the almug wood for the house of the Lord and 



for the king's house, and harps and stringed instruments for the singers.


2.
There never again came such almug wood, nor has the like been seen to 



this day. 


F.
Now King Solomon gave the queen of Sheba all she desired, whatever she asked, 


besides what Solomon had given her according to the royal generosity. 

G.
So she turned and went to her own country, she and her servants. 


(See Matthew 12:42 and Luke 11:31.)

II.
Solomon's wealth.  (14-29) 


A.
The weight of gold that came to Solomon yearly was 666 talents of gold (about 25 

tons), besides that from the traveling merchants, from the income of traders, from 


all the kings of Arabia, and from the governors of the country.   (The wealth came 


from taxes, customs fees, trade, tribute from other rulers, and gifts.)


1.
And King Solomon made two hundred large shields of hammered gold. 



Six hundred shekels of gold went into each shield.   (Obviously these were 



not used for battle as they were too heavy.  They were symbols of Israel's 



military might.  Isaiah calls the building in which these were housed "the 



armory": Isaiah 22:8.)


2
He also made three hundred shields of hammered gold:  Three minas of 



gold went into each shield.  (A mina was calculated at 1.25 pounds.)


3.
The king put them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon. 


B.
Moreover the king made a great throne of ivory, and overlaid it with pure gold.


1.
The throne had six steps, and the top of the throne was round at the back.



2.
There were armrests on either side of the place of the seat, and two lions 



stood beside the armrests. 


3.
Twelve lions also stood there also, one on each side of the six steps.



4.
Nothing like this had been made for any other kingdom. 


C.
All King Solomon's drinking vessels were gold, and all the vessels of the House 


of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold. Not one was silver, for silver was 


accounted as nothing in the days of Solomon. 

D.
For the king had merchant ships at sea with the fleet of Hiram. 


1.
Once every three years the merchant ships came bringing gold, silver, 



ivory, apes, and monkeys. 


2.
So King Solomon surpassed all the kings of the earth in riches and 




wisdom. 


E.
Now all the earth sought the presence of Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God 


had put in his heart. Each man brought his present: Articles of silver and gold, 


garments, armor, spices, horses, and mules, at a set rate year by year.  (What an 


opportunity to share with the world the message of the true God.  Instead, 



Solomon indulged his passions and amassed wealth and wives--both of which 


kings were expressly forbidden by God to do.) 

F.
And Solomon gathered chariots and horsemen.  He had 1,400 chariots and 12,000 


horsemen, whom he stationed in the chariot cities and with the king at Jerusalem.  

(Solomon expanded into areas expressly forbidden by God.  Kings were not to 


multiply horses and chariots: Deuteronomy 17:16.)

G.
The king made silver as common in Jerusalem as stones, and he made cedar trees 


as abundant as the sycamores which are in the lowland. 


H.
Also Solomon had horses imported from Egypt and Keveh.  


1.
The king's merchants 
bought them in Keveh at the current price. 


2.
Now a chariot that was imported from Egypt cost 600 shekels of silver, 



and a horse 150.



3.
Thus, through their agents, they exported them to all the kings of the 



Hittites and the kings of Syria. 



(In terms of the meanings of biblical locations, Egypt represents the land of 


bondage.  We should never look to the resources of Egypt--the world:  Psalm 


20:7.  We are in the world physically with a divine mandate to reach it with the 


Gospel, but we are not of the world spiritually:  John 17:14-19.  God--not the 


world-- supplies our needs:  Matthew 6:11; Philippians 4:19.  Solomon's 



passionate love for God was eventually replaced by physical pleasures and 


material wealth.  Solomon followed a pattern against which believers should 


guard.  First, he was friendly with the world:  James 4:4. Then he became spotted 

by the world: James 1:27.  Next, he came to love the world:  1 John 2:15-17 and 


to be conformed to the world 
Romans 12:2.)
(Solomon was given great financial resources as well as divine wisdom. To whom much is given, much is required:  Luke 12:48.  Be careful how you use the resources God places into your hands.  God had warned kings not to multiply wives, gold, chariots, and horses--yet Solomon did all this, plus built thrones of ivory, an extravagant house, etc.   Yet, he found all of this meaningless:  Ecclesiastes 1:2.  Do you want to be successful or to do something of eternal significance? When God blesses one with wealth, it is for divine purpose, not extravagant, selfish desires. Learn how to use your wealth properly.  See 1 Timothy 6:6-10, 17-19.)
Study questions on chapter 10:
1.
Using verses 1-13 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What queen came to visit Solomon?



-What motivated the queen to come to see him?



-What gifts did she bring to Solomon?



-Summarize the queen's response after seeing all that Solomon had achieved and 


witnessing his great wisdom? 



-What did the queen give to Solomon prior to her departure?


-What had the ships of Hiram brought to Solomon?



-What did Solomon give the queen prior to her departure?

2.
Using verses 14-29 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What was the weight of gold that came to Solomon each year?



-From where else did Solomon receive wealth?



-Summarize what the king did with this wealth.



-Describe the golden shields.



-Describe the throne of ivory.



-Of what were Solomon's drinking vessels made?



-What did the merchant ships bring to Solomon?



-In addition to the queen of Sheba, who came to visit Solomon and hear his 


wisdom?



-How common was silver at that time?



-What did Solomon obtain that was expressly forbidden by God?



-Using the final comment in point II H 3, summarize the spiritual applications that 

can drawn from this passage.

3.
Summarize the guidelines given in 1 Timothy 6:6-10 and 17-19 regarding wealth.

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 11

1 But king Solomon loved many strange women, together with the daughter of Pharaoh, women of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Zidonians, and Hittites;

2 Of the nations concerning which the Lord said unto the children of Israel, Ye shall not go in to them, neither shall they come in unto you: for surely they will turn away your heart after their gods: Solomon clave unto these in love.

3 And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and three hundred concubines: and his wives turned away his heart.

4 For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father.

5 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites.

6 And Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and went not fully after the Lord, as did David his father.

7 Then did Solomon build an high place for Chemosh, the abomination of Moab, in the hill that is before Jerusalem, and for Molech, the abomination of the children of Ammon.

8 And likewise did he for all his strange wives, which burnt incense and sacrificed unto their gods.

9 And the Lord was angry with Solomon, because his heart was turned from the Lord God of Israel, which had appeared unto him twice,

10 And had commanded him concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods: but he kept not that which the Lord commanded.

11 Wherefore the Lord said unto Solomon, Forasmuch as this is done of thee, and thou hast not kept my covenant and my statutes, which I have commanded thee, I will surely rend the kingdom from thee, and will give it to thy servant.

12 Notwithstanding in thy days I will not do it for David thy father's sake: but I will rend it out of the hand of thy son.

13 Howbeit I will not rend away all the kingdom; but will give one tribe to thy son for David my servant's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake which I have chosen.

14 And the Lord stirred up an adversary unto Solomon, Hadad the Edomite: he was of the king's seed in Edom.

15 For it came to pass, when David was in Edom, and Joab the captain of the host was gone up to bury the slain, after he had smitten every male in Edom;

16(For six months did Joab remain there with all Israel, until he had cut off every male in Edom:)

17 That Hadad fled, he and certain Edomites of his father's servants with him, to go into Egypt; Hadad being yet a little child.

18 And they arose out of Midian, and came to Paran: and they took men with them out of Paran, and they came to Egypt, unto Pharaoh king of Egypt; which gave him an house, and appointed him victuals, and gave him land.

19 And Hadad found great favour in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him to wife the sister of his own wife, the sister of Tahpenes the queen.

20 And the sister of Tahpenes bare him Genubath his son, whom Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh's house: and Genubath was in Pharaoh's household among the sons of Pharaoh.

21 And when Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with his fathers, and that Joab the captain of the host was dead, Hadad said to Pharaoh, Let me depart, that I may go to mine own country.

22 Then Pharaoh said unto him, But what hast thou lacked with me, that, behold, thou seekest to go to thine own country? And he answered, Nothing: howbeit let me go in any wise.

23 And God stirred him up another adversary, Rezon the son of Eliadah, which fled from his lord Hadadezer king of Zobah:

24 And he gathered men unto him, and became captain over a band, when David slew them of Zobah: and they went to Damascus, and dwelt therein, and reigned in Damascus.

25 And he was an adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon, beside the mischief that Hadad did: and he abhorred Israel, and reigned over Syria.

26 And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephrathite of Zereda, Solomon's servant, whose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow woman, even he lifted up his hand against the king.

27 And this was the cause that he lifted up his hand against the king: Solomon built Millo, and repaired the breaches of the city of David his father.

28 And the man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valour: and Solomon seeing the young man that he was industrious, he made him ruler over all the charge of the house of Joseph.

29 And it came to pass at that time when Jeroboam went out of Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him in the way; and he had clad himself with a new garment; and they two were alone in the field:

30 And Ahijah caught the new garment that was on him, and rent it in twelve pieces:

31 And he said to Jeroboam, Take thee ten pieces: for thus saith the Lord, the God of Israel, Behold, I will rend the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon, and will give ten tribes to thee:

32(But he shall have one tribe for my servant David's sake, and for Jerusalem's sake, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel:)

33 Because that they have forsaken me, and have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Zidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of the children of Ammon, and have not walked in my ways, to do that which is right in mine eyes, and to keep my statutes and my judgments, as did David his father.

34 Howbeit I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand: but I will make him prince all the days of his life for David my servant's sake, whom I chose, because he kept my commandments and my statutes:

35 But I will take the kingdom out of his son's hand, and will give it unto thee, even ten tribes.

36 And unto his son will I give one tribe, that David my servant may have a light alway before me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen me to put my name there.

37 And I will take thee, and thou shalt reign according to all that thy soul desireth, and shalt be king over Israel.

38 And it shall be, if thou wilt hearken unto all that I command thee, and wilt walk in my ways, and do that is right in my sight, to keep my statutes and my commandments, as David my servant did; that I will be with thee, and build thee a sure house, as I built for David, and will give Israel unto thee.

39 And I will for this afflict the seed of David, but not for ever.

40 Solomon sought therefore to kill Jeroboam. And Jeroboam arose, and fled into Egypt, unto Shishak king of Egypt, and was in Egypt until the death of Solomon.

41 And the rest of the acts of Solomon, and all that he did, and his wisdom, are they not written in the book of the acts of Solomon?

42 And the time that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years.

43 And Solomon slept with his fathers, and was buried in the city of David his father: and Rehoboam his son reigned in his stead.

Outline 11:

(Solomon turns from the Lord/his adversaries.)
(Chapter 10, presented Solomon as he appeared to the world. This chapter presents him as he appeared before God.) 

I.
Solomon marries foreign women.  (1-4a)

A.
But King Solomon loved many foreign women, as well as the daughter of 



Pharaoh. These were of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and 


Hittites. (Note the "but" which opens this chapter.  It signifies an important factor 

in Solomon's spiritual decline.  Kings were forbidden by God  to multiply horses, 


wives, and silver and gold: Deuteronomy 17:16-20.  Solomon did all of this.  Any 


"but"--any exception to obedience--is compromise that leads to spiritual decline. 


Note that it says Solomon loved many foreign women.  Compare this to 1 Kings 


3:3 where it states that Solomon loved the Lord.)

B.
These were women from the nations of whom the Lord had said to the 



children of Israel:



1.
You shall not intermarry with them, nor they with you. 


2.
Surely they will turn away your hearts after their gods.



(Sin is a heart issue.  James 1:15 states: "Then when lust hath conceived , 



it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death."  



Lust--and all sin--is first conceived in the heart.)


C.
Solomon clung to these women in love (with a strong emotional attachment). 

D.
He had 700 wives, princesses, and 300 concubines.  (Some of these were "trophy 


wives" from alliances with other nations; others were due to sexual lusts.)

E.
And his wives turned away his heart from following God (Deuteronomy 17:17).
II.
Solomon embraces idolatry.  (4b-8)


A.
For it was so, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned his heart after other 


gods; and his heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his 


father David.   (His decline was moral as well as spiritual and his heart was not 


loyal to God.  This, in contrast to David who, despite his sins, always repented 


and was known as a man after God's own heart.  Solomon's greatest enemy was 


his own flesh.  He knew the Word of God, and in his proverbs warns about 


"strange" ungodly women.  But knowing and doing are two difference things.  


You must be a doer of the Word, not just a hearer: James 1:22-23.  God warns 


against having unequal yokes with unbelievers: 2 Corinthians 6:14.)

B.
For Solomon went after Ashtoreth--the goddess of the Sidonians (the goddess of 


sex and fertility)-- and after Milcom the abomination of the Ammonites. 

C.
Solomon did evil in the sight of the Lord, and did not fully follow the Lord, as did 

his father David.

D.
Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh the abomination of Moab, on the 


hill that is east of Jerusalem, and for Molech the abomination of the people of 


Ammon. 

E.
And he did likewise for all his foreign wives, who burned incense and sacrificed 


to their gods. 
III.
The Lord rebukes Solomon.  (9-13)

A.
So the Lord became angry with Solomon, because his heart had turned from the 


Lord God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice,  and had commanded him 


concerning this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but he did not keep 


what the Lord had commanded. 



B.
Therefore the Lord said to Solomon:
Because you have done this, and have not 


kept My covenant and My statutes, which I have commanded you:



1.
I will surely tear the kingdom away from you and give it to your servant. 


2.
Nevertheless I will not do it in your days, for the sake of your father 



David.  (Because of God's covenant with David, judgment would be 



delayed.)


3.
I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 



a.
However I will not tear away the whole kingdom.




b.
I will give one tribe to your son for the sake of My servant David, 




and for the sake of Jerusalem which I have chosen. 


(The chastisement of Solomon included dividing of the kingdom and adversaries 


that rose up against him.) 

IV.
Solomon's adversaries.  (14-40) 


Now the Lord raised up adversaries against Solomon.  (Sometimes, God permits an 
adversary to be raised up against you to get you back on track with Him.)

A.
Hadad. 


1.
He was a descendant of the king in Edom.


2.
It happened when David was in Edom and Joab the commander of the 



army had gone up to bury the slain, after he had killed every male in 



Edom--because for six months Joab remained there with all Israel, until he 


had cut down every male in Edom--then:



a.
Hadad fled to go to Egypt, he and certain Edomites of his father's 




servants with him. 



b.
Hadad was still a little child. 


3.
Then they arose from Midian and came to Paran; and they took men with 



them from Paran and came to Egypt, to Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave 



him a house, apportioned food for him, and gave him land.  (Egypt and 



Edom were in league against Israel.) 


4.
And Hadad found great favor in the sight of Pharaoh, so that he gave him 



the sister of his own wife as his wife, that is, the sister of Queen Tahpenes. 



a.
Then the sister of Tahpenes bore him Genubath his son, whom 




Tahpenes weaned in Pharaoh's house. 



b.
So Genubath was in Pharaoh's household among the sons of 




Pharaoh. 



5.
So when Hadad heard in Egypt that David rested with his fathers, and that 



Joab the commander of the army was dead:




a.
Hadad said to Pharaoh, "Let me depart, that I may go to my own 




country." 




b.
Then Pharaoh said to him, "But what have you lacked with me, that 



suddenly you seek to go to your own country?"




c.
So he answered, "Nothing, but do let me go anyway."   (Hadad 




returned and caused trouble for Solomon.)

B.
Rezon.


1.
And God raised up another adversary against him, Rezon the son of 



Eliadah, who had fled from his lord, Hadadezer king of Zobah.  (See 2 



Samuel 8:5-8.)


2.
So he gathered men to him and became captain over a band of raiders, 



when David killed those of Zobah.  


3.
And they went to Damascus and dwelt there, and reigned in Damascus. 


4.
He was an adversary of Israel all the days of Solomon--besides the trouble 



that Hadad caused.



5.
He abhorred Israel, and reigned over Syria. 




(David had subdued Syria: 2 Samuel 8. Because of  sin, God raised 



up Syria again as an adversary of Solomon and Israel.)

C.
Jeroboam.   



1.
Then Solomon's servant, Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite from 



Zereda, whose mother's name was Zeruah, a widow, also rebelled against 



the king. 



2.
This is what preceded his rebellion against Solomon:




a.
Solomon had built the Millo and repaired the damages to the City 




of David his father. 



b.
The man Jeroboam was a mighty man of valor, and Solomon---




seeing that the young man was industrious--made him the officer 




over all the labor force of the house of Joseph. 



3.
Now it happened at that time, when Jeroboam went out of  Jerusalem, that 



the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite met him on the way.  And the prophet had 


clothed himself with a new garment, 
and the two were alone in the field. 



Then Ahijah took hold of the new garment that was on him, and 




tore it into twelve pieces.  And he said to Jeroboam: Take for 




yourself ten pieces, for thus says the Lord, the God of Israel:



a.
Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon 





and will give ten tribes to you--but he shall have one tribe 





for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of 





Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes 





of Israel.  (Why would God cause a division among His 





people?  This question is answered in the next verse.)



b.
I will do this because they have forsaken Me, and 






worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, 






Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Milcom the god of 





the people of Ammon, and have not walked in My ways to 





do what is right in My eyes and keep My statutes and My 





judgments, as did his father David.   (This does not mean 





that David was perfect, as the biblical record obviously 





reflects.  It means that David had a heart to do what was 





right and when he sinned, quickly repented.) 



c.
However I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, 




because I have made him ruler all the days of his life for the 




sake of My servant David, whom I chose because he kept 





My commandments and My statutes.



d.
But I will take the kingdom out of his son's hand and give it 




to you--ten tribes. 



e.
And to his son I will give one tribe, that My servant 






David may always have a lamp before Me in 






Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen for Myself, 






to put My name there.   (The lamp, or light, is a symbol of 





God's presence.  See also 1 Samuel 3:3 and Revelation 





21:23.)



f.
So I will take you, and you shall reign over all your heart 





desires, and you shall be king over Israel. 



g.
Then it shall be, if you heed all that I command you, walk 





in My ways, and do what is right in My sight, to keep My 





statutes and My commandments, as My servant David did, 





then I will be with you and build for you an enduring house, 




as I built for David, and will give Israel to you. 


(Jeroboam was chosen of God to become king and did not ascend to the throne 


through a political or a military coup. He could have inherited these promises of 


God, but sadly he became known as the king  "who caused Israel to sin".)




h.
And I will afflict the descendants of David because of this, 





but not forever.
 

4.
Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam (instead of repenting). 



a.
But Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt, to Shishak king of Egypt.




b.
And he was in Egypt until the death of Solomon. 



(Solomon's enemy in the north was Rezon.  His enemy in the south was Rezon.  


The enemy within the kingdom was Jeroboam.  But Solomon's greatest enemy was 

his own flesh.)
V.
Solomon's death.  (41-43)

(2 Chronicles 9:29-31)


A.
Now the rest of the acts of Solomon, all that he did and his wisdom, are they not 


written in the book of the acts of Solomon? 

B.
And the period that Solomon reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years. 
C.
Then Solomon rested with his fathers, and was buried in the City of David his 


father. 

D.
And Rehoboam his son reigned in his place. 

Study questions on chapter 11:
1.
Using verses 1-4a and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What single word that opens this chapter reflects Solomon's spiritual decline?



-According to this passage, what did Solomon do that violated God's law?



-How many wives, princesses, and concubines did Solomon have?



-What were the spiritual results of Solomon's harem?

2.
Using verses 4b-8 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What did Solomon's wives do when he was old?



-What specific sins did Solomon's commit?



-How did Solomon compare spiritually to his father David at this point? 



-What specific gods did Solomon pursue?



-What did Solomon build and worship?

3.
Using verses 9-13 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Why was God angry with Solomon?



-Summarize God's message to Solomon:




-What judgment would come?




-Why would the judgment not be instituted during Solomon's lifetime?




-Who would receive the kingdom?




-Why would God leave one remaining tribe?

4.
Using verses 14-40 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Who raised up adversaries against Solomon and why?



-Summarize Solomon's conflicts with the following adversaries:



-Hadad.




-Rezon.




-Jeroboam.



-Using outline point IB C 3, summarize the prophecy given by Ahijah.



-What was Solomon's response to Ahijah's message?

5.
Using verses 41-43 and outline point V, answer the following questions regarding 
Solomon's death.



-How long did Solomon reign?



-Where was he buried?



-Who reigned after Solomon died?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 12

1 And Rehoboam went to Shechem: for all Israel were come to Shechem to make him king.

2 And it came to pass, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who was yet in Egypt, heard of it, (for he was fled from the presence of king Solomon, and Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt;)

3 That they sent and called him. And Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel came, and spake unto Rehoboam, saying,

4 Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous service of thy father, and his heavy yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee.

5 And he said unto them, Depart yet for three days, then come again to me. And the people departed.

6 And king Rehoboam consulted with the old men, that stood before Solomon his father while he yet lived, and said, How do ye advise that I may answer this people?

7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou wilt be a servant unto this people this day, and wilt serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be thy servants for ever.

8 But he forsook the counsel of the old men, which they had given him, and consulted with the young men that were grown up with him, and which stood before him:

9 And he said unto them, What counsel give ye that we may answer this people, who have spoken to me, saying, Make the yoke which thy father did put upon us lighter?

10 And the young men that were grown up with him spake unto him, saying, Thus shalt thou speak unto this people that spake unto thee, saying, Thy father made our yoke heavy, but make thou it lighter unto us; thus shalt thou say unto them, My little finger shall be thicker than my father's loins.

11 And now whereas my father did lade you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke: my father hath chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions.

12 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had appointed, saying, Come to me again the third day.

13 And the king answered the people roughly, and forsook the old men's counsel that they gave him;

14 And spake to them after the counsel of the young men, saying, My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to your yoke: my father also chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions.

15 Wherefore the king hearkened not unto the people; for the cause was from the Lord, that he might perform his saying, which the Lord spake by Ahijah the Shilonite unto Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

16 So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion have we in David? neither have we inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So Israel departed unto their tents.

17 But as for the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them.

18 Then king Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the tribute; and all Israel stoned him with stones, that he died. Therefore king Rehoboam made speed to get him up to his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem.

19 So Israel rebelled against the house of David unto this day.

20 And it came to pass, when all Israel heard that Jeroboam was come again, that they sent and called him unto the congregation, and made him king over all Israel: there was none that followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah only.

21 And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah, with the tribe of Benjamin, an hundred and fourscore thousand chosen men, which were warriors, to fight against the house of Israel, to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam the son of Solomon.

22 But the word of God came unto Shemaiah the man of God, saying,

23 Speak unto Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and unto all the house of Judah and Benjamin, and to the remnant of the people, saying,

24 Thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not go up, nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel: return every man to his house; for this thing is from me. They hearkened therefore to the word of the Lord, and returned to depart, according to the word of the Lord.

25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in mount Ephraim, and dwelt therein; and went out from thence, and built Penuel.

26 And Jeroboam said in his heart, Now shall the kingdom return to the house of David:

27 If this people go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then shall the heart of this people turn again unto their lord, even unto Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me, and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah.

28 Whereupon the king took counsel, and made two calves of gold, and said unto them, It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem: behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt.

29 And he set the one in Bethel, and the other put he in Dan.

30 And this thing became a sin: for the people went to worship before the one, even unto Dan.

31 And he made an house of high places, and made priests of the lowest of the people, which were not of the sons of Levi.

32 And Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he offered upon the altar. So did he in Bethel, sacrificing unto the calves that he had made: and he placed in Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made.

33 So he offered upon the altar which he had made in Bethel the fifteenth day of the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised of his own heart; and ordained a feast unto the children of Israel: and he offered upon the altar, and burnt incense.

Outline 12:

(The revolt against Rehoboam.)
(2 Chronicles 10-11:4.)


 (From this point on, Israel is split into two kingdoms:  Israel--ten tribes who occupied 
the north and Judah--the tribes of Judah and Benjamin--who occupied the south.  Here is 
an overview of the narrative of the remainder of 1 Kings which alternates the narrative 
between these two kingdoms:



-Kingdom of Judah: 12:1-19.



-Kingdom of Israel: 12:20-14:20.



-Kingdom of Judah 14:21-15:24.


-Kingdom of Israel: 15:25-22:40.



-Kingdom of Judah 22:41-50.


-Kingdom of Israel: 22:51-53.

Continue to use the charts of the kings in Supplemental Study One as you study these 
chapters.) 

I.
Rehoboam is king.  (1)

And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had gone to Shechem to make him king. 
II.
The people approach Rehoboam. (2-15)


A.
So it happened, when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard it: 


1.
Jeroboam was still in Egypt, for he had fled from the presence of King 



Solomon and had been dwelling in Egypt. 


2.
They sent and called him. 



(See the previous chapter.  Jeroboam had received a prophetic word that 



he would become king of ten of the tribes.)


B.
Then Jeroboam and the whole assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, 


saying:



1.
Your father made our yoke heavy (with taxation and building projects).


2.
Now therefore, lighten the burdensome service of your father, and his 



heavy yoke which he put on us, and we will serve you. 


(There had been heavy taxation because of  Solomon's building projects and   


the people wanted the taxes lightened. They had forgotten that taxation was part 


of the repercussions of demanding human kings:  1 Samuel 8:10-17.)


C.
So he said to them, "Depart for three days, then come back to me." And the people 

departed. 


D.
Then King Rehoboam consulted the elders who stood before his father Solomon 


while he still lived, and he said, "How do you advise me to answer these people?" 


E.
And they spoke to him, saying:"If you will be a servant to these people today, and 


serve them, and answer them, and speak good words to them, then they will be 


your servants forever."   (Servant-leadership is a kingdom principle advocated by 


Jesus:  Mark 10:44.)

F.
But he rejected the advice which the elders had given him, and consulted the 


young men who had grown up with him, who stood before him. 


1.
And he said to them, "What advice do you give? How should we answer 



this people who have spoken to me, saying, 'Lighten the yoke which your 



father put on us'?" 



2.
Then the young men who had grown up with him spoke to him, saying, 



Thus you should speak to this people who have spoken to you, saying:




'Your father made our yoke heavy, but you make it lighter on us'--thus you 



shall say to them: 



a.
My little finger shall be thicker than my father's waist! 



b.
And now, whereas my father put a heavy yoke on you, I will add to 



your yoke.




c.
My father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with 




scourges!   (A scourge was a whip with barbed points or tips of 




steel imbedded in it.  The meaning was that Jeroboam would treat 




them like slaves. It is good to seek counsel, but be careful of whom 




you seek it!)


G.
So Jeroboam and all the people came to Rehoboam the third day, as the king had 


directed, saying, "Come back to me the third day." 


1.
Then the king answered the people roughly (harshly), and rejected the 



advice which the elders had given him.



2.
And he spoke to them according to the advice of the young men, saying: 



a.
My father made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke.




b.
My father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with 




scourges!  

H.
So the king did not listen to the people; for the turn of events was from the Lord, 


that He might fulfill His word, which the Lord had spoken by Ahijah the Shilonite 

to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.  (Leaders have an option to serve or be served.  


Scripturally, if you are a leader you are called to serve.  You should listen to 


those you lead and adhere to the advice of spiritually qualified advisors:  



Proverbs 11:14; 15:22;24:6..  You must earn the allegiance of your followers and 

not demand it. The phrase "the turn of events was from the Lord" indicates that 


God was still in control, executing His plans and purposes despite evil 



Rehoboam.)
III.
Israel rebels.  (16-19)

A.
Now when all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered 


the king, saying:



1.
What share have we in David?


2.
We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.


3.
To your tents, oh Israel!


4.
Now, see to your own house, oh David!


B.
So Israel departed to their tents, but Rehoboam reigned over the children of Israel 


who dwelt in the cities of Judah. 


C.
Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was in charge of the revenue (to collect 


taxes):



1.
But all Israel stoned him with stones, and he died.  (They got rid of the tax 



collector!)


2.
Therefore King Rehoboam mounted his chariot in haste to flee to 




Jerusalem. 

D.
So Israel (10 tribes) has been in rebellion against the house of David (two tribes) 


to this day. 


(The divided kingdom begins.  Solomon's great empire is divided into Israel in the 

north and Judah in the south.  Hostile relations existed between them at first: 1 


Kings 12-16:28.  This was followed by a period of peace: 1 Kings 16:29-


2 Kings 8:29.  Then renewed hostilities returned prior to the fall of the northern 


kingdom of Israel:  2 Kings 9:17.  From this point on, the name "Israel" refers to 


the 10 northern tribes and the name "Judah" refers to the southern tribes of 


Benjamin and Judah.  God, however, still considers them one nation and so the 


term "Israel" is used to describe both in certain verses.)

IV.
Jeroboam is crowned king.  (20)

Now it came to pass when all Israel heard that Jeroboam had come back:


A.
They sent for him and called him to the congregation.


B.
They  made him king over all Israel (the ten tribes). 


(He is sometimes called Jeroboam I to distinguish him from a king who ruled 


later on in Israel and is usually known as Jeroboam II: 2 Kings 14:23-29.)


C.
There was none who followed the house of David, but the tribe of Judah 



only. 
V.
Rehoboam plans a coup.  (21-24)


A.
And when Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he assembled all the house of Judah 


with the tribe of Benjamin, 180,000 chosen men who were warriors, to fight 


against the house of Israel so that he might restore the kingdom to him.


B.
But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying: Speak to 



Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, to all the house of Judah and 


Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, saying:  Thus says the Lord: 


1.
You shall not go up nor fight against your brethren the children of Israel. 


2.
Let every man return to his house.



3.
For this thing is from Me.  (God was in control.)

C.
Therefore they obeyed the word of the Lord, and turned back, according to the 


word of the Lord. 


(More on Rehoboam's reign is recorded in 2 Chronicles 11:5-22 and 12:1-16.)

VI.
Jeroboam's golden calves.  (25-33) 


A.
Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim, and dwelt there. Also 

he went out from there and built Penuel. 

B.
And Jeroboam said in his heart:



1.
Now the kingdom may return to the house of David.



2.
If these people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the Lord at 




Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn back to Rehoboam, king 



of Judah, and they will kill me and go back to him.


C.
Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and said to the people:



1.
It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. 


2.
Here are your gods, oh Israel, which brought you up from the land of 



Egypt!

D.
And he set up one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan.  Now this 



thing became a sin as the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. 

   

(He set up these idolatrous altars so that Israelis would not go to Jerusalem to 


worship.  The calves were intended to replace the Ark as a visible religious 


symbol.)

E.
Jeroboam also:



1.
Made shrines on the high places.



2.
Made priests from every class of people, who were not of the sons of 



Levi.  (They were self-appointed--as many leaders today  who have not 



actually received a call from God to do what they are doing.) 



3.
Ordained a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the feast 



that was in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the altar.


4.
Sacrificed to the calves that he had made. 


5.
Installed at Bethel the priests of the high places which he had made. 


6.
Made offerings on the altar which he had made at Bethel on the 




fifteenth day of the eighth month, in the month which he had devised in 



his own heart.


7.
Ordained a feast for the children of Israel, and offered sacrifices on the 



altar and burned incense. 


(Jeroboam set up idols and false altars, allowed anyone who desired to become a priest, 
and changed Israel's feast days to suit his own agenda.  He changed the person of 
worship; the place of worship;  the personnel that led worship; and the program--abiding 
by a calendar of his own choosing instead of God's chosen seasons.  He established 
religion and destroyed relationship with God.  He created a comfortable, convenient, 
cheap form of worship.)    
Study questions on chapter 12:
1.
Using the introductory notes in the outline, answer the following questions:



-What happens to the kingdom of Israel at this point?



-Who occupied the north in the Promised Land?



-Who occupied the south in the Promised Land?

2.
According to verse 1 and outline point I, who succeeded Solomon to the throne of Israel?


Using verses 2-15 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who was Jeroboam?



-Where was Jeroboam when he heard the news about Rehoboam?



-Who came with Jeroboam to speak to Rehoboam?



-Summarize their appeal to Rehoboam.



-When did Rehoboam tell the delegation to return for an answer?



-What did the elders tell Rehoboam when he consulted with them?



-What did the young men who grew up with Rehoboam advise?



-Whose advice did Rehoboam take?



-Summarize Rehoboam's answer to Jeroboam's delegation when they returned. 



-Who was actually orchestrating these events spiritually and for what 



reason?



-What do you learn in this passage about seeking counsel from advisors?

3.
Using verses 16-19 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-Using point A, summarize the response of the people of Israel to Rehoboam's 


diabolical plan.



-Who did Rehoboam send to collect taxes and what happened to him?



-Where did Rehoboam flee after this event?



-What rebellion occurred at that time?

4.
Using verse 20 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Who was crowned king over the ten tribes of Israel?



-Which tribe followed the house of David?

5.
Using verses 21-24 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Who planned a coup against Jeroboam?



-How many warriors did he assemble?



-What message was received from God regarding what they planned to do?



-How did the people respond to this message?

6.
Using verses 25-33 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-Where did Jeroboam dwell?



-What cities did Jeroboam build?



-What did Jeroboam fear in his heart and what did he do about these concerns?


-What did Jeroboam make for the people to worship, where did he place idols, 


and what idolatrous declaration did he make concerning these images?



-Where did Jeroboam put these images?



-What other sinful acts did Jeroboam commit in terms of shrines, priests, and 


feasts?

7.
What errors are committed by Rehoboam in this chapter that Christian leaders should 
avoid?
8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 13

1 And, behold, there came a man of God out of Judah by the word of the Lord unto Bethel: and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense.

2 And he cried against the altar in the word of the Lord, and said, O altar, altar, thus saith the Lord; Behold, a child shall be born unto the house of David, Josiah by name; and upon thee shall he offer the priests of the high places that burn incense upon thee, and men's bones shall be burnt upon thee.

3 And he gave a sign the same day, saying, This is the sign which the Lord hath spoken; Behold, the altar shall be rent, and the ashes that are upon it shall be poured out.

4 And it came to pass, when king Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, which had cried against the altar in Bethel, that he put forth his hand from the altar, saying, Lay hold on him. And his hand, which he put forth against him, dried up, so that he could not pull it in again to him.

5 The altar also was rent, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the Lord.

6 And the king answered and said unto the man of God, Intreat now the face of the Lord thy God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored me again. And the man of God besought the Lord, and the king's hand was restored him again, and became as it was before.

7 And the king said unto the man of God, Come home with me, and refresh thyself, and I will give thee a reward.

8 And the man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither will I eat bread nor drink water in this place:

9 For so was it charged me by the word of the Lord, saying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same way that thou camest.

10 So he went another way, and returned not by the way that he came to Bethel.

11 Now there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel; and his sons came and told him all the works that the man of God had done that day in Bethel: the words which he had spoken unto the king, them they told also to their father.

12 And their father said unto them, What way went he? For his sons had seen what way the man of God went, which came from Judah.

13 And he said unto his sons, Saddle me the ass. So they saddled him the ass: and he rode thereon,

14 And went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak: and he said unto him, Art thou the man of God that camest from Judah? And he said, I am.

15 Then he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread.

16 And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee in this place:

17 For it was said to me by the word of the Lord, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn again to go by the way that thou camest.

18 He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the Lord, saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him.

19 So he went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, and drank water.

20 And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word of the Lord came unto the prophet that brought him back:

21 And he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast disobeyed the mouth of the Lord, and hast not kept the commandment which the Lord thy God commanded thee,

22 But camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the which the Lord did say to thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers.

23 And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to wit, for the prophet whom he had brought back.

24 And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase.

25 And, behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and the lion standing by the carcase: and they came and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt.

26 And when the prophet that brought him back from the way heard thereof, he said, It is the man of God, who was disobedient unto the word of the Lord: therefore the Lord hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath torn him, and slain him, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake unto him.

27 And he spake to his sons, saying, Saddle me the ass. And they saddled him.

28 And he went and found his carcase cast in the way, and the ass and the lion standing by the carcase: the lion had not eaten the carcase, nor torn the ass.

29 And the prophet took up the carcase of the man of God, and laid it upon the ass, and brought it back: and the old prophet came to the city, to mourn and to bury him.

30 And he laid his carcase in his own grave; and they mourned over him, saying, Alas, my brother!

31 And it came to pass, after he had buried him, that he spake to his sons, saying, When I am dead, then bury me in the sepulchre wherein the man of God is buried; lay my bones beside his bones:

32 For the saying which he cried by the word of the Lord against the altar in Bethel, and against all the houses of the high places which are in the cities of Samaria, shall surely come to pass.

33 After this thing Jeroboam returned not from his evil way, but made again of the lowest of the people priests of the high places: whosoever would, he consecrated him, and he became one of the priests of the high places.

34 And this thing became sin unto the house of Jeroboam, even to cut it off, and to destroy it from off the face of the earth.

Outline 13:

(The message of the man of God.) 

I.
The message of the man of God.  (1-3)


A.
The prophet:  And behold, a man of God went from Judah to Bethel by the word 


of the Lord, and Jeroboam stood by the altar to burn incense.   (This is the first of 


two prophets from God who renounce the evil of Jeroboam's reign.  The first is an 

unnamed man of God. The second is the prophet Ahijah: 1 Kings 14:1-18.  Later 


in Kings, the prophetic ministries of Elijah and Elisha emerge.) 

B.
The plea:  Then he cried out against the altar by the word of the Lord, and said:



Oh altar, altar! Thus says the Lord:   (God no longer dignified a response to 


Jeroboam.  God's message was to the altar.)


1.
Behold, a child, Josiah by name, shall be born to the house of David.



2.
And on you he shall sacrifice the priests of the high places who burn 



incense on you, and men's bones shall be burned on you.


(This was fulfilled in 2 Kings 23:8 when Josiah went up to the high place of Beth 


El to break down the altars of the pagan gods, including this altar.  As you live 


righteously and follow God's direction in your life, you will fulfill the prophetic 


mandate over your life also.)


C.
The proof:  And he gave a sign the same day, saying:



1.
This is the sign which the Lord has spoken.



2.
Surely the altar shall split apart, and the ashes on it shall be poured out. 

II.
The response to the prophet's message.  (4-5)


A.
So it came to pass when King Jeroboam heard the saying of the man of God, who 


cried out against the altar in Bethel, that he stretched out his hand from the altar, 


saying, "Arrest him!"   (He wanted to silence the messenger rather than respond 


in obedience to the message.)

B.
Then his hand which he stretched out toward him withered, so that he could not 


pull it back to himself. 

C.
The altar also was split apart, and the ashes poured out from the altar, according to 

the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the Lord. 
III.
An appeal to the man of God.  (6-10)


A.
Then the king answered and said to the man of God, "Please entreat the favor of 


the Lord your God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored."  (He 



wanted favor and healing from God--but there is no repentance.  He was more 


concerned about his physical healing than his spiritual condition.)

B.
So the man of God entreated the Lord, and the king's hand was restored to him, 


and became as before.  (Despite these great miracles of the altar and the restored 


hand, King Jeroboam did not repent of his evil ways.)

C.
Then the king said to the man of God, "Come home with me and refresh yourself, 


and I will give you a reward."   (Do not accept the "rewards" of the world!)

D.
But the man of God said to the king:



1.
If you were to give me half your house, I would not go in with you; nor 



would I eat bread nor drink water in this place.


2.
For so it was commanded me by the word of the Lord, saying: "You shall 



not eat bread, nor drink water, nor return by the same way you came."

E.
So he went another way and did not return by the way he came to Bethel. 

IV.
Death of the man of God.  (11-32) 


A.
Now an old prophet dwelt in Bethel, and his sons came and told him all the works 

that the man of God had done that day in Bethel.  They also told their father the 


words which he had spoken to the king.   (The word "old" as used here indicates 


that this man was likely no longer actively functioning in the prophetic ministry in 

which he had served.)


1.
And their father said to them, "Which way did he go?" For his sons had 



seen which way the man of God went who came from Judah. 


2.
Then he said to his sons, "Saddle the donkey for me." So they saddled the 



donkey for him, he rode on it, and went after the man of God, and found 



him sitting under an oak. 




3.
Then he said to him, "Are you the man of God who came from Judah?" 



And he said, "I am." 



4.
Then he said to him, "Come home with me and eat bread." 



5.
And he said:




a.
I cannot return with you nor go in with you; neither can I eat bread 




nor  drink water with you in this place. 



b.
For I have been told by the word of the Lord, 'You shall not eat 




bread nor drink water there, nor return by going the way you came.' 



6.
He said to him, "I too am a prophet as you are, and an angel spoke to me 



by the word of the Lord, saying, 'Bring him back with you to your house, 



that he may eat bread and drink water.'" (Galatians 1:8 warns that even if 



an angel from heaven 
appears to you if what he speaks is contrary to 



God's word you are not to believe him.) 


B.
So he went back with him, and ate bread in his house, and drank water and it 


happened, as they sat at the table, that the word of the Lord came to the prophet 


who had brought him back.  (The prophet successfully resisted an evil king, but let 

his guard down with someone who claimed to be a fellow believer.)


C.
And he cried out to the man of God who came from 
Judah, saying: Thus says the 


Lord:  "Because you have disobeyed the word of the Lord, and have not kept the 


commandment which the Lord your God commanded you, but you came back, ate 

bread, and drank water in the place of which the Lord said to you, 'Eat no bread 


and drink no water', your corpse shall not come to the tomb of your fathers." 


(Lessons from this account:  



1.
Do not heed contrary advice when you have received a direct word from 



God.  Do not let others dictate God's will for you.


2.
The person who delivers God's Word is not exempt from keeping it.


3.
Even a great leader known as a "prophet of God" can err.



4.
All claims of revelation must be tested by God's revealed Word.)

D.
So it was, after he had eaten bread and after he had drunk, that he saddled the 


donkey for the prophet whom he had brought back.


1.
When he was gone, a lion met him on the road and killed him. 



a.
And his corpse was thrown on the road, and the donkey stood by it.



b.
The lion also stood by the corpse.



(This confirmed that this death was not a natural occurrence, as the lion 



did not devour the man nor harm the donkey which would have been 



its natural instincts.)



2.
And there, men passed by and saw the corpse thrown on the road, and the 



lion standing by the corpse. 


3.
Then they went and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt. 


E.
Now when the prophet who had brought him back from the way heard it, he said:



1.
It is the man of God who was disobedient to the word of the Lord. 



2.
The Lord has delivered him to the lion, which has torn him and killed him, 


according to the word of the Lord which He spoke to him.

F.
And he spoke to his sons, saying, "Saddle the donkey for me." So they saddled it.  


1.
Then he went and found his corpse thrown on the road, and the donkey 



and the lion standing by the corpse. 


2.
The lion had not eaten the corpse nor torn the donkey. 


3.
And the prophet took up the corpse of the man of God, laid it on the 



donkey, and brought it back. 

G.
So the old prophet came to the city to mourn and to bury him. 


1.
Then he laid the corpse in his own tomb.



2.
And they mourned over him, saying, "Alas, my brother!"



(His own sin had influenced the prophet to sin and resulted in the 




death of a brother-prophet.)


H.
So it was, after he had buried him, that he spoke to his sons, saying:



1.
When I am dead, then bury me in the tomb where the man of God is 



buried; lay my bones beside his bones. 


2.
For the saying which he cried out by the word of the Lord against the altar 



in Bethel, and against all the shrines on the high places which are in the 



cities of Samaria, will surely come to pass.   (Here, the old prophet speaks 



an actual word from God, demonstrating that prophets can either 




function in the spirit or the flesh as he had previously done. For this 



reason, all prophecies should be judged in the light of God's Word.)
V.
Jeroboam's sin  (33-34)

A.
After this event Jeroboam did not turn from his evil way.  (This is the key to the 


events in the remainder of this chapter:  After all this, Jeroboam did not change!) 


1.
He again he made priests from every class of people for the high places.



2.
Whoever wished, he consecrated him, and he became one of the priests of 



the high places. 

B.
And this thing was the sin of the house of Jeroboam, so as to exterminate and 


destroy it from the face of the earth. 


(Jeroboam had witnessed the power of God first-hand when the altar split, his hand 
withered, and then his hand was healed, yet he did not repent.  External miracles cannot 
produce internal change.  Miracles can draw people to God, but only true repentance 
and conversion to Christ can 
effect true change.)

(In this chapter three men respond in different ways to God's Word:



-Jeroboam rejects it.



-The unnamed prophet accepts it at first, then abandons it.



-The old prophet changes it.

How will you respond to God's Word?)

Study questions on chapter 13:
1.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-From where did the prophet come and to where did he go?



-Where was Jeroboam when the prophet arrived?



-Summarize the proclamation made by the prophet to the altar.



-What sign would be given that this was a true prophecy?

2.
Using verses 4-5 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What did Jeroboam want to do to the prophet when he heard his message?



-What happened to Jeroboam's hand when he stretched it out to harm the prophet?



-What happened to the altar to fulfill the message given by the prophet?

3.
Using verses 6-10 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What did King Jeroboam ask the prophet to do?



-What did God graciously do for the king?



-What invitation did the king extend to the prophet?



-What was the prophet's response?



-What commands had God given the prophet regarding eating and drinking and 


how he was to return from this mission?

4.
Using verses 11-32 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Who met the prophet as he was returning home?



-What invitation was extended to him?



-How did he respond to the invitation?



-As a result of his response, what message did he receive from God?



-What happened to the prophet as he resumed his journey?



-What unusual facts confirmed that the prophet's death was supernatural 



judgment?



-Use the outline notes following points IV I to draw spiritual lessons from this 


account.



-Who retrieved the prophet's body and buried him?



-What request was made by the man who buried the prophet?



-What cautions regarding prophets and prophecies should be drawn from this 


passage?

5.
Using verses 33-34 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Did Jeroboam change after the miraculous encounter with the prophet?



-What specific sins did Jeroboam commit?

6.
Using the final notes in this chapter, answer the following questions:



-What is the value of miracles? 



-What alone can effect true spiritual change?



-What are three varied responses to God's Word illustrated by three men in this 


chapter?

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 14

1 At that time Abijah the son of Jeroboam fell sick.

2 And Jeroboam said to his wife, Arise, I pray thee, and disguise thyself, that thou be not known to be the wife of Jeroboam; and get thee to Shiloh: behold, there is Ahijah the prophet, which told me that I should be king over this people.

3 And take with thee ten loaves, and cracknels, and a cruse of honey, and go to him: he shall tell thee what shall become of the child.

4 And Jeroboam's wife did so, and arose, and went to Shiloh, and came to the house of Ahijah. But Ahijah could not see; for his eyes were set by reason of his age.

5 And the Lord said unto Ahijah, Behold, the wife of Jeroboam cometh to ask a thing of thee for her son; for he is sick: thus and thus shalt thou say unto her: for it shall be, when she cometh in, that she shall feign herself to be another woman.

6 And it was so, when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet as she came in at the door, that he said, Come in, thou wife of Jeroboam; why feignest thou thyself to be another? for I am sent to thee with heavy tidings.

7 Go, tell Jeroboam, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Forasmuch as I exalted thee from among the people, and made thee prince over my people Israel,

8 And rent the kingdom away from the house of David, and gave it thee: and yet thou hast not been as my servant David, who kept my commandments, and who followed me with all his heart, to do that only which was right in mine eyes;

9 But hast done evil above all that were before thee: for thou hast gone and made thee other gods, and molten images, to provoke me to anger, and hast cast me behind thy back:

10 Therefore, behold, I will bring evil upon the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off from Jeroboam him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel, and will take away the remnant of the house of Jeroboam, as a man taketh away dung, till it be all gone.

11 Him that dieth of Jeroboam in the city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of the air eat: for the Lord hath spoken it.

12 Arise thou therefore, get thee to thine own house: and when thy feet enter into the city, the child shall die.

13 And all Israel shall mourn for him, and bury him: for he only of Jeroboam shall come to the grave, because in him there is found some good thing toward the Lord God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam.

14 Moreover the Lord shall raise him up a king over Israel, who shall cut off the house of Jeroboam that day: but what? even now.

15 For the Lord shall smite Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water, and he shall root up Israel out of this good land, which he gave to their fathers, and shall scatter them beyond the river, because they have made their groves, provoking the Lord to anger.

16 And he shall give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, who did sin, and who made Israel to sin.

17 And Jeroboam's wife arose, and departed, and came to Tirzah: and when she came to the threshold of the door, the child died;

18 And they buried him; and all Israel mourned for him, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by the hand of his servant Ahijah the prophet.

19 And the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he warred, and how he reigned, behold, they are written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel.

20 And the days which Jeroboam reigned were two and twenty years: and he slept with this fathers, and Nadab his son reigned in his stead.

21 And Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was forty and one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the Lord did choose out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there. And his mother's name was Naamah an Ammonitess.

22 And Judah did evil in the sight of the Lord, and they provoked him to jealousy with their sins which they had committed, above all that their fathers had done.

23 For they also built them high places, and images, and groves, on every high hill, and under every green tree.

24 And there were also sodomites in the land: and they did according to all the abominations of the nations which the Lord cast out before the children of Israel.

25 And it came to pass in the fifth year of king Rehoboam, that Shishak king of Egypt came up against Jerusalem:

26 And he took away the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king's house; he even took away all: and he took away all the shields of gold which Solomon had made.

27 And king Rehoboam made in their stead brasen shields, and committed them unto the hands of the chief of the guard, which kept the door of the king's house.

28 And it was so, when the king went into the house of the Lord, that the guard bare them, and brought them back into the guard chamber.

29 Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

30 And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days.

31 And Rehoboam slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David. And his mother's name was Naamah an Ammonitess. And Abijam his son reigned in his stead.

Outline 14:

(Judgment on Jeroboam.) 

I.
A visit to a prophet.  (1-4)

A.
At that time Abijah, the son of Jeroboam, became sick.


(This is a different Abijah than the one who succeeded his father on the throne of 


Judah.  This was the son of Jeroboam.)


B.
And Jeroboam said to his wife:



1.
Please arise, and disguise yourself, that they may not recognize you as the 



wife of Jeroboam, and go to the prophet at Shiloh.   (For Jeroboam to seek 


help from the prophet of God indicates that he did not believe in the idols 



he had set up. These idols merely to keep Israelis from going to Jerusalem 



to worship. He obviously had no faith in them, but he did not want the 



people to see this so he had his wife wear a disguise when she went to the 



prophet of God.)


2.
Indeed, Ahijah the prophet is there, who told me that I would be king over 



this people. 


3.
Also take with you ten loaves, some cakes, and a jar of honey.



4.
Go to him and he will tell you what will become of the child.


(Like many people today, Jeroboam only seeks help from God when faced with a 


crisis.)


C.
And Jeroboam's wife did so.  She arose and went to Shiloh, and came to the house 

of Ahijah. 

D.
But Ahijah, the prophet, could not see, for his eyes were glazed by reason of his 


age.  (Ahijah did not depend on his physical senses, however, but upon divine 


revelation.) 

II.
The prophet's reception.  (5-6)

A.
Now the Lord had said to Ahijah:



1.
Here is the wife of Jeroboam, coming to ask you something about her son, 



for he is sick. 


2.
Thus and thus you shall say to her; for it will be, when she comes in, that 



she will pretend to be another woman. 


B.
And so it was, when Ahijah heard the sound of her footsteps as she came through 


the door, he said:



1.
Come in, wife of Jeroboam. 


2.
Why do you pretend to be another person? 


3.
For I have been sent to you with bad news. 
III.
The prophet's message.  (7-16)


The prophet said: Go, tell Jeroboam, 'Thus says the Lord God of Israel:

A.
The Past.



1.
I exalted you from among the people.



2.
I made you ruler over My people Israel.



3.
I tore the kingdom away from the house of David, and gave it to you.


B. 
The Present.



1.
Yet you have not been as My servant David, who kept My commandments 


and who followed Me with all his heart, to do only what was right in My 



eyes.



2.
But you have done more evil than all who were before you, for you have 



gone and made for yourself other gods and molded images to provoke Me 



to anger, and have cast Me behind your back.


C.
The future:



Because of this, therefore behold!  (His legacy would be destroyed.) 


1.  
Your lineage will end.



 
a.
I will bring disaster on the house of Jeroboam, and will cut off 




from Jeroboam every male in Israel, bond and free.




b.
I will take away the remnant of the house of Jeroboam, as one 




takes away refuse until it is all gone.



c.
The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Jeroboam and dies in the 




city, and the birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field; for 




the Lord has spoken!


2.
Your dynasty will end. 




a.
Moreover the Lord will raise up for Himself a king over Israel who 



shall cut off the house of Jeroboam.




b.
This is the day. What? Even now! 



3.  
Your son will die.



a.
Arise therefore, go to your own house.



b.
When your feet enter the city, the child shall die.  (The prophet did 




not cause the child to die, he merely prophesied that it would 




happen.)



c.
And all Israel shall mourn for him and bury him, for he is 





the only one of Jeroboam who shall come to the grave, 





because in him there is found something good toward the 





Lord God of Israel in the house of Jeroboam. 



4.
Your kingdom will be scattered.



(This was a prophecy of the captivity yet to come as judgment.)



a.
The Lord will strike Israel, as a reed is shaken in the water. 



b.
He will uproot Israel from this good land which He gave to their 




fathers.




c.
He will scatter them beyond the River, because they have 





made their wooden images, provoking the Lord to anger.



d.
He will give Israel up because of the sins of Jeroboam, who sinned 




and who made Israel sin. 
IV.
The death of the child, Abijah.  (17-18)

A.
Then Jeroboam's wife arose, departed, and came to Tirzah. 

B.
When she came to the threshold of the house, the child died.  (As the prophet 


had predicted: Verse 17.)

C.
And they buried him; and all Israel mourned for him, according to the word of the 


Lord which He spoke through His servant Ahijah the prophet. 

V.
Death of Jeroboam.  (19-20) 


A.
Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he made war and how he reigned, 


indeed they are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel  (2 


Chronicles 13:15-20).

B.
The period that Jeroboam reigned was twenty-two years. So he rested with his 


fathers. 

C.
Then Nadab his son reigned in his place. 

VI.
The evil reign of Rehoboam in Judah.  (21-31) 


(2 Chronicles 11:5-12:16)


A.
And Rehoboam, the son of Solomon, reigned in Judah. 


1.
Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he became king. 


2.
He reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city which the Lord had 



chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there. 


3.
His mother's name was Naamah and she was an Ammonitess.

B.
Now Judah did evil in the sight of the Lord, and they provoked Him to jealousy 


with their sins which they committed, more than all that their fathers had done.


1.
For they also built for themselves high places, sacred pillars, and wooden 



images on every high hill and under every green tree.


2.
And there were also perverted persons in the land (sodomites and 




homosexuals).


3.
They did according to all the abominations of the nations which the Lord 



had cast out before the children of Israel. 


C.
It happened in the fifth year of King Rehoboam that Shishak king of Egypt came 


up against Jerusalem (2 Chronicles 12:1,5).


1.
And he took away the treasures of the house of the Lord and the treasures 



of the king's house.  He took away everything. 


2.
He also took away all the gold shields which Solomon had made.

D.
Then King Rehoboam made bronze shields in their place, and committed them to 


the hands of the captains of the guard, who guarded the doorway of the king's 


house.  And whenever the king entered the house of the Lord, the guards carried 


them, then brought them back into the guardroom.   (No one was fooled by the 


substitutes.  The "golden years" of the kingdom were over.)

E.
Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam and all that he did, are they not written in 


the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?   (2 Chronicles 11-12)

F.
And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days.

G.
So Rehoboam rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City 


of David. 


1.
His mother's name was Naamah, an Ammonitess. 


2.
Then Abijam his son reigned in his place. 

Study questions on chapter 14:
1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What did Jeroboam request of his wife when he became sick?



-What was her response to his requests?



-What was the purpose of her visit to the prophet?



-How did Jeroboam's wife prepare for her visit to the prophet?



-What do you learn about the prophet Ahijah in this passage?

2.
Using verses 5-6 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Summarize what God had told Ahijah prior to the arrival of Jeroboam's wife.


-How did Ahijah greet Jeroboam's wife upon her arrival?

3.
Using verses 7-16 and outline point III, answer the following questions:



-Summarize the prophetic word given to Jeroboam's wife in terms of:




-The past.




-The present.




-The future: List the four major judgments.

4.
Using verses 17-18 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What happened when Jeroboam's wife returned home?



-What prophetic word did this fulfill?

5.
Using verses 19-20 and outline point V, answer the following questions:



-Who succeeded Jeroboam to the throne?



-For what length of time did Jeroboam reign?

6.
Using verses 21-31 and outline point  VI, answer the following questions.



-How old was Rehoboam when he became king?



-For how many years did he reign?



-Who was his mother and what do you learn about her?



-What sins did Judah commit under his reign?



-What happened in the fifth  year of his reign?



-What kings were at war "all of their days"?



-Who reigned in Rehoboam's place after his death?

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 15

1 Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam the son of Nebat reigned Abijam over Judah.

2 Three years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Maachah, the daughter of Abishalom.

3 And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done before him: and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as the heart of David his father.

4 Nevertheless for David's sake did the Lord his God give him a lamp in Jerusalem, to set up his son after him, and to establish Jerusalem:

5 Because David did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, and turned not aside from any thing that he commanded him all the days of his life, save only in the matter of Uriah the Hittite.

6 And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his life.

7 Now the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? And there was war between Abijam and Jeroboam.

8 And Abijam slept with his fathers; and they buried him in the city of David: and Asa his son reigned in his stead.

9 And in the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel reigned Asa over Judah.

10 And forty and one years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Maachah, the daughter of Abishalom.

11 And Asa did that which was right in the eyes of the Lord, as did David his father.

12 And he took away the sodomites out of the land, and removed all the idols that his fathers had made.

13 And also Maachah his mother, even her he removed from being queen, because she had made an idol in a grove; and Asa destroyed her idol, and burnt it by the brook Kidron.

14 But the high places were not removed: nevertheless Asa's heart was perfect with the Lord all his days.

15 And he brought in the things which his father had dedicated, and the things which himself had dedicated, into the house of the Lord, silver, and gold, and vessels.

16 And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days.

17 And Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah, and built Ramah, that he might not suffer any to go out or come in to Asa king of Judah.

18 Then Asa took all the silver and the gold that were left in the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king's house, and delivered them into the hand of his servants: and king Asa sent them to Ben-hadad, the son of Tabrimon, the son of Hezion, king of Syria, that dwelt at Damascus, saying,

19 There is a league between me and thee, and between my father and thy father: behold, I have sent unto thee a present of silver and gold; come and break thy league with Baasha king of Israel, that he may depart from me.

20 So Ben-hadad hearkened unto king Asa, and sent the captains of the hosts which he had against the cities of Israel, and smote Ijon, and Dan, and Abel-beth-maachah, and all Cinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali.

21 And it came to pass, when Baasha heard thereof, that he left off building of Ramah, and dwelt in Tirzah.

22 Then king Asa made a proclamation throughout all Judah; none was exempted: and they took away the stones of Ramah, and the timber thereof, wherewith Baasha had builded; and king Asa built with them Geba of Benjamin, and Mizpah.

23 The rest of all the acts of Asa, and all his might, and all that he did, and the cities which he built, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah? Nevertheless in the time of his old age he was diseased in his feet.

24 And Asa slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his father: and Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his stead.

25 And Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned over Israel two years.

26 And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his father, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin.

27 And Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against him; and Baasha smote him at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines; for Nadab and all Israel laid siege to Gibbethon.

28 Even in the third year of Asa king of Judah did Baasha slay him, and reigned in his stead.

29 And it came to pass, when he reigned, that he smote all the house of Jeroboam; he left not to Jeroboam any that breathed, until he had destroyed him, according unto the saying of the Lord, which he spake by his servant Ahijah the Shilonite:

30 Because of the sins of Jeroboam which he sinned, and which he made Israel sin, by his provocation wherewith he provoked the Lord God of Israel to anger.

31 Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

32 And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days.

33 In the third year of Asa king of Judah began Baasha the son of Ahijah to reign over all Israel in Tirzah, twenty and four years.

34 And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin.

Outline 15:

(The reigns of Abijam, Asa, Nadab, and  Baasha.)
I.
Abijam reigns in Judah.  (1-8)   

(2 Chronicles 13:1-14:1)


A.
In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam the son of Nebat, Abijam became king 


over Judah. 


1.
He reigned three years in Jerusalem. 


2.
His mother's name was Maachah the granddaughter of Abishalom. 

B.
And he walked in all the sins of his father, which he had done before him:



1.
His heart was not loyal to the Lord his God, as was the heart of his father 



David. 


2.
Nevertheless for David's sake the Lord his God gave him a lamp in 



Jerusalem, by setting up his son after him and by establishing Jerusalem.



3.
God did this because David did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, and 


had not turned aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of 


his life, except in the matter of Uriah the Hittite. 


(God promised David that his dynasty would continue until one would come to sit 


on his throne and rule the world. That one is Jesus Christ.)


C.
And there was war between Rehoboam and Jeroboam all the days of his life.


(God's people fighting each other is exactly what Satan wants!)


D.
Now the rest of the acts of Abijam, and all that he did, are they not written in the 


book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?   (2 Chronicles 13:1-22)

E.
And there was war between Abijam and Jeroboam. 


F.
Abijam rested with his fathers, and they buried him in the City of David. 

G.
Then Asa his son reigned in his place. 

II.
Asa reigns in Judah.  (9-24) 


(2 Chronicles 14-16)


A.
In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Asa became king over Judah.


1.
And he reigned forty-one years in Jerusalem. 


2.
His grandmother's name was Maachah, the granddaughter of Abishalom. 
B.
Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord, as did his father David.


1.
He banished the sodomites (the homosexuals) from the land.



2.
He removed all the idols that his fathers had made. 


3.
He removed Maachah his grandmother from being queen mother:




a.
He did this because she had made an obscene image of Asherah. 



b.
And Asa cut down her obscene image and burned it by the Brook 




Kidron. 



(Are there idols in your life that need to be removed and cut down?)



4.
But the high places were not removed, although his heart was loyal to the 



Lord all his days.


5.
He also brought into the house of the Lord the things which his father had 



dedicated, and the things which he himself had dedicated: Silver and gold 



and utensils. 


C.
Now there was war between Asa and Baasha, king of Israel, all their days.


1.
And Baasha, king of Israel, came up against Judah, and built Ramah, that 



he might let none go out or come in to Asa king of Judah. 


2.
Then Asa took all the silver and gold that was left in the treasuries of the 



house of the Lord and the treasuries of the king's house, and delivered 



them into the hand of his servants.  (He did this instead of seeking God's 



help: 2 Chronicles 16:7-10.)


3.
And King Asa sent them to Ben-Hadad the son of Tabrimmon, the son of 



Hezion, king of Syria, who dwelt in Damascus, saying: 



a.
Let there be a treaty between you and me, as there was between my 



father and your father. 



b.
See, I have sent you a present of silver and gold.



c.
Come and break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel, so that he 




will withdraw from me. 




(Asa calling Ben-Hadad to his aid was condemned by the 





Prophet Hanani:  2 Chronicles 16:7-10.  Asa had looked to Syria 




for help instead of looking to God. Where or to whom do you look 




in times of difficulty?)



4.
So Ben-Hadad heeded King Asa, and sent the captains of his armies 



against the cities of Israel. He attacked Ijon, Dan, Abel Beth Maachah,  



all Chinneroth, with all the land of Naphtali. 

D.
Now it happened, when Baasha heard it, that he stopped building Ramah, and 


remained in Tirzah. 



1.
Then King Asa made a proclamation throughout all Judah--none was 



exempted. 


2.
And they took away the stones and timber of Ramah which Baasha had 



used for building, and with them King Asa built Geba of Benjamin and 



Mizpah. 


E.
The rest of all the acts of Asa, all his might, all that he did, and the cities which he 

built, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

F.
But in the time of his old age he was diseased in his feet. 


1.
So Asa rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City 



of David his father (2 Chronicles 16:12). 


2.
Then Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his place. 
III.
Nadab reigns in Israel.  (25-32) 


A.
Now Nadab the son of Jeroboam:



1.
Became king over Israel in the second year of Asa king of Judah.



2.
He reigned over Israel two years. 


3.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his 



father, and in his sin by which he had made Israel sin. 


B.
Then Baasha the son of Ahijah, of the house of Issachar, conspired against him. 


1.
And Baasha killed him at Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines, 



while Nadab and all Israel laid siege to Gibbethon. 


2.
Baasha killed him in the third year of Asa, king of Judah, and reigned in 



his place. 

C.
And it was so, when Baasha became king, that he killed all the house of 



Jeroboam. 


1.
He did not leave to Jeroboam anyone that breathed, until he had destroyed 



him, according to the word of the Lord which He had spoken by His 



servant Ahijah the Shilonite.



2.
This was done because of the sins of Jeroboam, which he had sinned and 



by which he had made Israel sin, because of his provocation with which he 


had provoked the Lord God of Israel to anger. 


D.
Now the rest of the acts of Nadab, and all that he did, are they not written in the 


book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

E.
And there was war between Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days. 

IV.
Baasha reigns in Israel.  (33-34) 


A.
In the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha the son of Ahijah became king over 

all Israel in Tirzah, and reigned twenty-four years. 

B.
He did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of Jeroboam, and in his 

sin by which he had made Israel sin. 

Study questions on chapter 15 :
1.
Using verses 1-8 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who became king over Judah?



-How long did he reign?



-Who was his mother?



-How did this kings' spiritual legacy compare to King David?



-Why did God not remove him?



-With whom did he war during his reign?



-Who reigned in his place after his death?

2.
Using verses 9-24 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-For how many years did Asa reign over Judah?



-Who was his mother?


-Using point B, summarize the things that Asa did which were right in God's 


sight.



-Summarize what happened when Baasha, king of Israel, came against Asa.  



-What wise actions did Asa take?  



-What unwise actions did he take?



-What happened in Asa's old age?  See also 2 Chronicles 16:12.
3.
Using verses 25-32 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Who became king over Israel?



-Describe his reign.



-Who conspired against him?



-How did he die?



-Who reigned in his place?



-Who else did Baasha kill?
4.
Using verses 33-34 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-For how long did Baasha reign?



-What do you learn about his reign in this passage?
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 16

1 Then the word of the Lord came to Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha, saying,

2 Forasmuch as I exalted thee out of the dust, and made thee prince over my people Israel; and thou hast walked in the way of Jeroboam, and hast made my people Israel to sin, to provoke me to anger with their sins;

3 Behold, I will take away the posterity of Baasha, and the posterity of his house; and will make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

4 Him that dieth of Baasha in the city shall the dogs eat; and him that dieth of his in the fields shall the fowls of the air eat.

5 Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, and what he did, and his might, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

6 So Baasha slept with his fathers, and was buried in Tirzah: and Elah his son reigned in his stead.

7 And also by the hand of the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani came the word of the Lord against Baasha, and against his house, even for all the evil that he did in the sight of the Lord, in provoking him to anger with the work of his hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam; and because he killed him.

8 In the twenty and sixth year of Asa king of Judah began Elah the son of Baasha to reign over Israel in Tirzah, two years.

9 And his servant Zimri, captain of half his chariots, conspired against him, as he was in Tirzah, drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza steward of his house in Tirzah.

10 And Zimri went in and smote him, and killed him, in the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his stead.

11 And it came to pass, when he began to reign, as soon as he sat on his throne, that he slew all the house of Baasha: he left him not one that pisseth against a wall, neither of his kinsfolks, nor of his friends.

12 Thus did Zimri destroy all the house of Baasha, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake against Baasha by Jehu the prophet,

13 For all the sins of Baasha, and the sins of Elah his son, by which they sinned, and by which they made Israel to sin, in provoking the Lord God of Israel to anger with their vanities.

14 Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

15 In the twenty and seventh year of Asa king of Judah did Zimri reign seven days in Tirzah. And the people were encamped against Gibbethon, which belonged to the Philistines.

16 And the people that were encamped heard say, Zimri hath conspired, and hath also slain the king: wherefore all Israel made Omri, the captain of the host, king over Israel that day in the camp.

17 And Omri went up from Gibbethon, and all Israel with him, and they besieged Tirzah.

18 And it came to pass, when Zimri saw that the city was taken, that he went into the palace of the king's house, and burnt the king's house over him with fire, and died,

19 For his sins which he sinned in doing evil in the sight of the Lord, in walking in the way of Jeroboam, and in his sin which he did, to make Israel to sin.

20 Now the rest of the acts of Zimri, and his treason that he wrought, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

21 Then were the people of Israel divided into two parts: half of the people followed Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king; and half followed Omri.

22 But the people that followed Omri prevailed against the people that followed Tibni the son of Ginath: so Tibni died, and Omri reigned.

23 In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years: six years reigned he in Tirzah.

24 And he bought the hill Samaria of Shemer for two talents of silver, and built on the hill, and called the name of the city which he built, after the name of Shemer, owner of the hill, Samaria.

25 But Omri wrought evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did worse than all that were before him.

26 For he walked in all the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin wherewith he made Israel to sin, to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger with their vanities.

27 Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and his might that he shewed, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

28 So Omri slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria: and Ahab his son reigned in his stead.

29 And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel: and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two years.

30 And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord above all that were before him.

31 And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel the daughter of Ethbaal king of the Zidonians, and went and served Baal, and worshipped him.

32 And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built in Samaria.

33 And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of Israel that were before him.

34 In his days did Hiel the Bethelite build Jericho: he laid the foundation thereof in Abiram his firstborn, and set up the gates thereof in his youngest son Segub, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Joshua the son of Nun.

Outline 16:

(The reigns of Baasha, Elah, Zimri, Omri, and Ahab.) 

I.
Baasha reigns in Israel.  (1-7)


A.
Then the word of the Lord came to Jehu the son of Hanani, against Baasha, 


saying:   Inasmuch as I lifted you out of the dust and made you ruler over My 


people Israel, and you have walked in the way of Jeroboam, and have 



made My people Israel sin, to provoke Me to anger with their sins,  surely: 


1.
I will take away the posterity of Baasha and the posterity of his house, and 


2.
I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat. 


3.
The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Baasha and dies in the city, and the 



birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the fields. 


B.
Now the rest of the acts of Baasha, what he did and his might, are they not 



written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 


1.
So Baasha rested with his fathers and was buried in Tirzah. 


2.
Then Elah his son reigned in his place. 


C.
And also the word of the Lord came by the prophet Jehu, the son of Hanani, 


against Baasha and his house:



1.
Because of all the evil that he did in the sight of the Lord.



2.
Because of provoking Him to anger with the work of his hands.



3.
Because he was like the house of Jeroboam.



4.
Because he killed them  (for personal vengeance).
II.
Elah reigns in Israel. (8-14) 


A.
In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah, Elah the son of Baasha became king 

over Israel, and reigned two years in Tirzah. 

B.
Now his servant Zimri, commander of half his chariots, conspired against him as 


he was in Tirzah drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza, steward of his 


house in Tirzah.  (For believers, drunkenness and any type of addictive substance 


is forbidden:  Ephesians 5:18.  You should remain focused on the Kingdom of 


God.  Elah was not focused on his kingdom while in his drunken stupor.) 


C.
And Zimri went in and struck him and killed him in the twenty-seventh year of 


Asa king of Judah, and reigned in his place. 


D.
Then it came to pass, when Zimri began to reign, as soon as he was seated on his 


throne, that he killed all the household of Baasha:



1.
He did not leave him one male, neither of his relatives nor of his friends. 


2.
Thus Zimri destroyed all the household of Baasha:




a.
According to the word of the Lord, which He spoke against Baasha 



by Jehu the prophet (see verses 1-7 of this chapter).




b.
For all 
the sins of Baasha and the sins of Elah his son, by which 




they had sinned and by which they had made Israel sin, in 





provoking the Lord God of Israel to anger with their idols. 


E.
Now the rest of the acts of Elah, and all that he did, are they not written in the 


book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

III.
Zimri reigns in Israel.  (15-20) 


A.
In the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah, Zimri had reigned in Tirzah 


seven days. 

B.
And the people were encamped against Gibbethon, which belonged to the 



Philistines. 

C.
Now the people who were encamped heard it said, "Zimri has conspired and also 


has killed the king." 


1.
So all Israel made Omri, the commander of the army, king over Israel that 



day in the camp.


2.
Then Omri and all Israel with him went up from Gibbethon, and they 



besieged Tirzah. 

D.
And it happened, when Zimri saw that the city was taken, that he went into the 


citadel of the king's house, burned the king's house down upon himself, and died 


because of the sins which he had committed for:



1.
Doing evil in the sight of the Lord, in walking in the way of Jeroboam.



2.
His sin which he had committed to make Israel sin.   (Even though Zimri 



reigned only seven days, he was still held responsible for his sins as a 



leader.  Instead of repenting, when he realized his cause was hopeless, he 



committed suicide.)

E.
Now the rest of the acts of Zimri and the treason he committed, are they not 


written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

IV.
Omri reigns in Israel.  (21-28)

A.
Then the people of Israel were divided into two parts: Half of the people followed 


Tibni the son of Ginath, to make him king, and half followed Omri. 


1.
But the people who followed Omri prevailed over the people who 




followed Tibni the son of Ginath. 


2.
So Tibni died and Omri reigned.

B.
In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri became king over Israel and 


reigned twelve years. Six years he reigned in Tirzah.

C.
And he bought the hill of Samaria from Shemer for two talents of silver.  Then he 


built on the hill, and called the name of the city which he built, Samaria, after the 


name of Shemer, owner of the hill.

D.
Omri did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and did worse than all who were before him


--for he walked in all the ways of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and in his sin by 


which he had made Israel sin, provoking the Lord God of Israel to anger with their 

idols.  (His idolatry prepared the way for the reign of his evil son Ahab.)  


E.
Now the rest of the acts of Omri which he did, and the might that he showed, are 


they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 


F.
So Omri rested with his fathers and was buried in Samaria. 

G.
Then Ahab his son reigned in his place. 

V.
Ahab reigns in Israel.  (29-34) 


A.
In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab the son of Omri became king 


over Israel.



1.
Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-two years. 


2.
Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of the Lord, more than all who 



were before him. 

B.
And it came to pass--as though it had been a trivial thing for him to walk in the 


sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat--that he took as wife Jezebel the daughter of 


Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians.


C.
And he went and served Baal and worshiped him. 


(From this point on in 1 and 2 Kings, there are numerous references to Baal.  


Baal was a false god represented in many manifestations of idols known as 


the Baals or the Baaalim.  The word "Baal" means "owner or master".  You will 


be mastered and owned--controlled and enslaved--by what you worship.  People 


may not bow down to an actual idol, but they become enslaved by the "baals" of 


pleasure, power, money, possessions, etc.)  



1.
Then he set up an altar for Baal in the Temple of Baal, which he had built 



in Samaria.  (Baalism became the official state religion of Israel.) 


2.
And Ahab made a wooden image. 

D.
Ahab did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of 


Israel who were before him. 

E.
In his days, Hiel of Bethel built Jericho. He laid its foundation with Abiram his 


firstborn, and with his youngest son Segub he set up its gates, according to the 


word of the Lord, which He had spoken through Joshua the son of Nun. (His sons 


died as a result of a curse put upon anyone who attempted to rebuild Jericho:  


Joshua 6:26.)   

Study questions on chapter 16:
1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Summarize the word from the Lord given to Baasha.



-Who delivered the word of God to Baasha?



-For what reasons was this message of judgment given? 



-Who succeeded Baasha to the throne?

2.
Using verses 8-14 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who became king in Israel?



-For how long did he reign?



-Who conspired against him?



-Who reigned in his place?



-What was one of the first acts this king did and why did he do this?

3.
Using verses 15-20 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-For how long did Zimri reign in Israel?



-Who was camped near Gibbethon?



-What did the people hear about Zimri?



-Who went up to besiege Tirzah?  Who led these troops?



-What happened when Zimri saw that the city was taken?



-Summarize what this passage records about the reign of Zimri.

4.
Using verses 21-28 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Into what two groups were the people of Israel divided?



-Which group prevailed?



-Who became king over Israel?


-For how long did he reign?



-What city did he build?



-What does this passage reveal about his reign?



-Who became king after Omri died?

5.
Using verses 29-34 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-For how many years did Ahab reign in Israel?



-Summarize what this passage reveals about Ahab's reign.



-What did Ahab do in regards to Jericho and what prophetic word was fulfilled 


when he did so?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 17

1 And Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the inhabitants of Gilead, said unto Ahab, As the Lord God of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.

2 And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying,

3 Get thee hence, and turn thee eastward, and hide thyself by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.

4 And it shall be, that thou shalt drink of the brook; and I have commanded the ravens to feed thee there.

5 So he went and did according unto the word of the Lord: for he went and dwelt by the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan.

6 And the ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening; and he drank of the brook.

7 And it came to pass after a while, that the brook dried up, because there had been no rain in the land.

8 And the word of the Lord came unto him, saying,

9 Arise, get thee to Zarephath, which belongeth to Zidon, and dwell there: behold, I have commanded a widow woman there to sustain thee.

10 So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the gate of the city, behold, the widow woman was there gathering of sticks: and he called to her, and said, Fetch me, I pray thee, a little water in a vessel, that I may drink.

11 And as she was going to fetch it, he called to her, and said, Bring me, I pray thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.

12 And she said, As the Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.

13 And Elijah said unto her, Fear not; go and do as thou hast said: but make me thereof a little cake first, and bring it unto me, and after make for thee and for thy son.

14 For thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.

15 And she went and did according to the saying of Elijah: and she, and he, and her house, did eat many days.

16 And the barrel of meal wasted not, neither did the cruse of oil fail, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by Elijah.

17 And it came to pass after these things, that the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no breath left in him.

18 And she said unto Elijah, What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God? art thou come unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?

19 And he said unto her, Give me thy son. And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed.

20 And he cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?

21 And he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again.

22 And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived.

23 And Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of the chamber into the house, and delivered him unto his mother: and Elijah said, See, thy son liveth.

24 And the woman said to Elijah, Now by this I know that thou art a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.
Outline 17: 
(From here through 1 Kings 19:21, the prophet Elijah is a leading character.  See Supplemental Study Seven  for further study of Elijah and his successor, Elisha.  In this chapter, Elijah predicts a drought and God supernaturally provides for him.)
I.
Elijah proclaims a drought.  (1) 


(Elijah's name means:  "My God is Yahweh."  Even his name was offensive to the idol 
worshippers of the time.)


And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, "As the Lord God of 
Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, except at my 
word."   (Elijah was the most accurate weather man in history!  He makes a declaration 
regarding a drought which was not only economically relevant in this agrarian economy, 
but also spiritually relevant since Baal was considered to be the storm god who 
controlled rain.  Like Elijah, you may be in obscurity until it is God's time to bring you 

forth with a message to the world.  He was in obscurity before this proclamation, and 
returned to obscurity for three years afterwards.)
(Elijah(s message was brief, powerful, to the point, and delivered with the authority of Almighty God. He declared:
(As the Lord God of Israel liveth...(  Elijah(s very name, which meant (My God is Jehovah(, declared that God is not a God of the past, but of the present.  Elijah was convinced, that God lived; courageous enough to declare Him as God of Israel in opposition to the false gods of the day; and cognizant of his position as a representative of God--(before whom I stand.( 

(...before whom I stand:(  Throughout biblical history, God sought men and women who would stand in the gap spiritually at strategic times: (And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it...(: Ezekiel 22:30,
(...there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according to my word.(  God(s weather forecast for the next few years was not pleasant.  Beneath burning skies and a searing sun, vegetation would die and people would succumb to thirst and hunger)
II.
Elijah at Brook Cherith.  (2-7)


A.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying.  (Repeatedly in the life of Elijah, 


you will see the phrase "the word of the Lord".  Elijah lived by the Word, obeyed 


it and boldly proclaimed it, as so should we.)


1.
Get away from here, turn eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, 




which flows into the Jordan. 


2.
And it will be that you shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded 



the ravens to feed you there.  

B.
So he went and did according to the word of the Lord, for he went and stayed by 


the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. 


1.
The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and 



meat in the evening, and he drank from the brook. 


2.
And it happened after a while that the brook dried up, because there had 



been no rain in the land.  
(Immediately after his powerful declaration to Ahab, Elijah heard the word of the Lord directing him to go to the Brook Cherith and remain there.  Elijah had just emerged as a prophet and delivered a powerful prophetic word.  Now God is telling him to withdraw from public ministry and go to the Brook Cherith.  The word (Cherith( means (isolation or to cut off, a place of cutting.(  It may have obtained the name by a deep ravine that cut through the rocks by the water flow over the years.  It was a place of isolation and seclusion.
Elijah could have refused to go.  He might have argued, ((I am a prophet, sent to the nations.  I am wasting my time, my talents, and my gifts here.  The nation needs me!(  Instead, he obeyed the word of the Lord.  God seeks modern-day Elijahs who will go or stay at God(s command, whether it makes sense or not, whether it be seclusion or in the spotlight.
Sometimes God will tell you to hide in solitude.  Moses was hidden in the desert.  Joseph was in prison. Elizabeth hid herself five months until her baby was showing. God provided for 


Elijah through both natural and supernatural means:  The water was natural, the ravens supernatural.  Ravens were actually deemed unclean for Israelis: Leviticus 11:13-15.  So Elijah had to put aside his traditional ideas in order to receive God's provision--as so must we at times.  He had to trust for daily provision, as so should we.  Focus on today--not tomorrow, next year, your retirement years, etc.: Matthew 6:25.  You can be assured, (...my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus(: Philippians 4:19.  
When it was time for Elijah to move on, the brook dried up.  The words (dried up( in the King James version refers to a process.  Elijah didn't just wake up one morning and find the brook gone.  Day by day, he saw it dwindling.  Do you think he measured the brook each day?   You cannot measure what God is doing.  You cannot understand the supernatural with carnal reasoning or statistics. 

Perhaps God has directed you  to a "Brook Cherith" in your life and ministry.  You know you heard His voice of direction and at first He greatly blessed you at your brook.  Your needs were met and you rejoiced in God's blessings.  But now, the brook is running dry.  Maybe you no longer experience the flow of God's power.  Perhaps people have turned against you.  Perhaps leadership above you has dammed up the brook and stopped the flow.  For whatever reason, your beautiful brook is dry. When the brook runs dry,  you can do one of two things:

-You can sit on the bank spiritually speaking and complain about your fate.  You can 
spend the rest of your life wondering why it happened and weeping over the dry creek 
bed.  You can question the leading of God.  If He knew the brook was going to run dry, 
why would He have brought you here? Did you miss God's will?  
Or. . .

-You can realize that as surely as God brought you to this brook, He is now ready to 
move you on to a new dimension of His will.  

Drying brooks prepare you for the next move of God.  If brooks never dried up--if God never let

difficult times come--we would settle right where we are and never move on to new things.  We 

would never stray beyond the banks of security of our little brook.   Before the experience at 

Cherith Elijah ministered only to individuals.  After this faith-building encounter at Cherith, 

Elijah ministered to multitudes. He  stood on Mt. Carmel and proclaimed before a nation of idolaters that God was the true and living God.)
III.
Elijah and the widow of Zarephath.  (8-16)

A.
Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying:



1.
Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there. 



(This was in Phoenicia, which was dependant on Israel for food.  With a 



famine in Israel, the prospects were not good in the natural in this region)



The city was also located in the center of Baal worship.  Being sent there 


meant going into enemy territory.  God is calling His people all over this 


world to step out of the safety of obscurity, tradition, and custom into 


enemy territory.)


2.
See, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.



(A widow was an unlikely source of help, as in that culture she was 




usually dependent upon others for support after the death of her husband.)


B.
So he arose and went to Zarephath. 

C.
And when he came to the gate of the city, indeed a widow was there gathering 


sticks. 


1.
And he called to her and said:  "Please bring me a little water in a cup, that 


I may drink."


2.
And as she was going to get it, he called to her and said, "Please bring me 



a morsel of bread in your hand." 

D.
So she said:



1.
As the Lord your God lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of flour in 



a bin, and a little oil in a jar.



2.
And see, I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and prepare it 



for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.

E.
And Elijah said to her:



1.
Do not fear.



2.
Go and do as you have said, but make me a small cake from it first, and 



bring it to me; and afterward make some for yourself and your son.


3.
For thus says the Lord God of Israel: 'The bin of flour shall not be used up, 


nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the Lord sends rain on the 



earth.' 


F.
So she went away and did according to the word of Elijah.



1.
And she and he and her household ate for many days.  (They learned to 



rely on the Provider, not the provision.)


2.
The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, according 



to the word of the Lord which He spoke by Elijah. 
(When the command came to go to Zarepath, Elijah arose, went, and stayed at the direction of the Lord.  There were no questions, complaints, or arguments. When Elijah arrived at Zarepath, he met a widow woman gathering sticks for her fire because she had no money for fuel.  She also had little food--just enough for one more meal.  This woman had given up.  She was ready to die. As you minister in the spirit and power of Elijah, these are the types of people to whom God will send you.  They will be poor.  They will be hopeless and ready to give up. They will be spiritually dying.  Into the shambles of their lives, you will come with a word from God that will change their circumstances. 

When faced with a challenging circumstance, never look at the circumstances, statistics, or, your own meager resources. When your own natural resources are exhausted and you are at the point of your greatest need, then you are poised for a miracle. Elijah told this woman not to fear and directed her to take her remaining oil and flour, prepare food for him first, and then prepare a meal for her family.  In your life and ministry, your (flour and oil( may represent your own limited financial resources:  Your paycheck, your small church with limited funds, your bank account.  If you keep your eyes on these, you will hinder what God wants to do in your life and ministry.  Get your eyes off of your limited resources and on to an unlimited God.  Anything, when placed in God(s hands, can be transformed not only to meet your needs, but the needs of those around you.  It is not the resources you possess(your money, talents, and abilities(but it is what you do with them that is important.   The woman did as Elijah asked. She obeyed, used what she had, and God abundantly supplied her with sufficient resources during the entire famine.

There is another great point evident in this account.  It is  the fact that Elijah(s ministry was God-directed, not people directed.  Jesus declared in Luke 4:25-27:  "But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months, when great famine was throughout all the land; But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow. And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian."  There were many widows, but Elijah was sent to only one.  Later on, there were many lepers, but Elisha was sent to one.  Both men were God-directed instead of people-directed. There were other widows and other lepers, but they didn't let the needs of people control them.  They were God-controlled. They went only where God sent them.  If your ministry is God-directed, it will be God-controlled.  If your ministry is people-directed, it will be people-controlled.  The choice is yours.)
 IV.
Elijah raises a boy from the dead.  (17-24) 


A.
Now it happened after these things that the son of the woman who owned the 


house became sick. And his sickness was so serious that there was no breath left 


in him.

B.
So she said to Elijah:



1.
What have I to do with you, oh man of God? 


2.
Have you come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill my son? 



(Sickness was often believed to be judgment for sin.)


C.
And he said to her, "Give me your son." 


1.
So he took him out of her arms and carried him to the upper room where 



he was staying, and laid him on his own bed.   (You must be willing to let 



go and release your need into the hands of the Lord.)


2.
Then he cried out to the Lord and said: "Oh Lord my God, have You also 



brought tragedy on the widow with whom I lodge, by killing her son?"



3.
And he stretched himself out on the child three times, and cried out to the 



Lord and said, "Oh Lord my God, I pray, let this child's soul come back to 



him."


4.
Then the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came 



back to him, and he revived. 



(This is a basic principle of resurrection:  It requires contact with life!  No 


dead doctrine or tradition--but spiritual life through Jesus Christ!)

D.
And Elijah took the child and brought him down from the upper room into the 


house, and gave him to his mother. And Elijah said, "See, your son lives!" 


E.
Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now by this I know that you are a man of God, 


and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is the truth."  
(In the face of the grieving woman(s questions and accusations, Elijah did not try to justify himself, debate with her, defend God, or delve into a theological treatise on the reasons for suffering.  We do not have to defend God or explain away circumstances.  We don(t need to have all the answers to questions from those who are suffering.  Elijah simply said, (Give me your son.(  When confronted with human suffering, we must do exactly what Elijah did. We must say...

"Give me your dead marriage, your failing ministry, your impossible situation, your broken heart, your bitterness, anger, and unforgiveness."  Then, as Elijah, we take the myriad of human suffering and needs into the inner chamber and lay the dead corpse of broken lives, marriages, and hearts before the Lord.

Elijah took the dead body of the widow(s son to his own chamber where he regularly prayed and communed with the Father.  Do you have an inner chamber where you commune regularly with God?   Without the inner court, there will be no outer court manifestations.  
The law of Moses forbade priests from touching the dead (Leviticus 21:1-4), yet Elijah took this boy in his arms, carried him to his room, laid him on the bed, and stretched himself on him three times.   Don(t be afraid to get your hands dirty for God.  Go to the prostitute, the drug addict, and the prison inmate.  Stretch yourself out of your comfort zone and embrace these spiritually dead souls with the resurrecting power of an Almighty God. 

At first, Elijah did not understand why God had allowed the boy to die.  His prayer was not an expression of doubt.  It was simply his honest heartfelt cry. Elijah knew God intimately.  Elijah was not afraid to ask God the tough questions.  He had developed that kind of intimate relationship with Him:  "And he cried unto the Lord, and said, Oh Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom I sojourn, by slaying her son?": 1 Kings 17:20.
But Elijah didn't stop with questioning...."...he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried unto the Lord, and said, O Lord my God, I pray thee, let this child's soul come into him again.  And the Lord heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived":  1 Kings 17:21-22.
Elijah did not pray a long, drawn-out prayer.  His prayer was simple and direct.  It was a prayer of faith based upon his personal knowledge of Almighty God.  Three times Elijah stretched himself out over the lifeless body of the boy and prayed for life to flow into him.  The answer did not come at once.  The first time Elijah stretched himself over the young man,  nothing happened. The second time he stretched out upon the boy he prayed,  (Oh Lord my God let this boy(s life return to him!( Nothing happened.  It was not until after the third time he stretched himself out upon the boy that God heard his cry.  (The Lord heard Elijah(s cry, and the boy(s life returned to him, and he lived(: 1 Kings 17:22, NIV.  The power of death was broken through effectual, fervent prayer.
Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now by this I know that you are a man of God, and that the word of the Lord in your mouth is the truth."   Miracles confirm the message and the messenger, the servant and the Savior.
Elijah had been prepared by God in solitude in the midst of a famine.  God had supernaturally provided water, food, and resurrection life.  Next, Elijah would be used of God publicly.  There is a time to be hidden away in God and a time to be active for God in the world.)

(Two widows:  Two miracles.

Elijah: 1 Kings 17:17-24
Jesus:  Luke 7:11-17

Similarities:


-Both were widows who had lost their sons.

-Both were only sons.


-Both women are grief-stricken.


-Both witness their sons come back to life.


Differences:

Elijah prays repeatedly for the miracle of resurrection.


Jesus commands it--confirming that resurrection power is in Him.  John 11:25-26.)

The purposes:


-Both miracles of resurrection cause people to believe in the true God.) 

Study questions on chapter 17:
1.
According to the opening note, who is a leading character from this chapter through 
chapter 19?

2.
Using verse 1 and outline point I, summarize the prophecy given by the prophet Elijah.

3.
Using verses 2-7 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-To where did God send Elijah during the first part of the drought?



-What did God promise to provide for him there?



-What eventually happened to the stream of water upon which he depended?

4.
Using verses 8-16 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Summarize the word of the Lord to Elijah.  



-Where did Elijah go?



-Who did  Elijah meet when he arrived in the city?



-What request did Elijah make of this woman? 



-What was the woman's response?



-What did Elijah tell the woman to do?



-How did she respond to his request and what were the supernatural results of his 


obedience?
5.
Using verses 17-24 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What tragedy happened to the woman who owned the house were Elijah was 


staying?



-Summarize what the woman said to Elijah. Why did she think this event had 


occurred?



-Summarize what Elijah did in regards to the child.  What were the results?


-What did the woman acknowledge as a result of this miracle?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 18

1 And it came to pass after many days, that the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying, Go, shew thyself unto Ahab; and I will send rain upon the earth.

2 And Elijah went to shew himself unto Ahab. And there was a sore famine in Samaria.

3 And Ahab called Obadiah, which was the governor of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the Lord greatly:

4 For it was so, when Jezebel cut off the prophets of the Lord, that Obadiah took an hundred prophets, and hid them by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water.)

5 And Ahab said unto Obadiah, Go into the land, unto all fountains of water, and unto all brooks: peradventure we may find grass to save the horses and mules alive, that we lose not all the beasts.

6 So they divided the land between them to pass throughout it: Ahab went one way by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself.

7 And as Obadiah was in the way, behold, Elijah met him: and he knew him, and fell on his face, and said, Art thou that my lord Elijah?

8 And he answered him, I am: go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here.

9 And he said, What have I sinned, that thou wouldest deliver thy servant into the hand of Ahab, to slay me?

10 As the Lord thy God liveth, there is no nation or kingdom, whither my lord hath not sent to seek thee: and when they said, He is not there; he took an oath of the kingdom and nation, that they found thee not.

11 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here.

12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from thee, that the Spirit of the Lord shall carry thee whither I know not; and so when I come and tell Ahab, and he cannot find thee, he shall slay me: but I thy servant fear the Lord from my youth.

13 Was it not told my lord what I did when Jezebel slew the prophets of the Lord, how I hid an hundred men of the Lord's prophets by fifty in a cave, and fed them with bread and water?

14 And now thou sayest, Go, tell thy lord, Behold, Elijah is here: and he shall slay me.

15 And Elijah said, As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, I will surely shew myself unto him to day.

16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him: and Ahab went to meet Elijah.

17 And it came to pass, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Israel?

18 And he answered, I have not troubled Israel; but thou, and thy father's house, in that ye have forsaken the commandments of the Lord, and thou hast followed Baalim.

19 Now therefore send, and gather to me all Israel unto mount Carmel, and the prophets of Baal four hundred and fifty, and the prophets of the groves four hundred, which eat at Jezebel's table.

20 So Ahab sent unto all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together unto mount Carmel.

21 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.

22 Then said Elijah unto the people, I, even I only, remain a prophet of the Lord; but Baal's prophets are four hundred and fifty men.

23 Let them therefore give us two bullocks; and let them choose one bullock for themselves, and cut it in pieces, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under: and I will dress the other bullock, and lay it on wood, and put no fire under:

24 And call ye on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the Lord: and the God that answereth by fire, let him be God. And all the people answered and said, It is well spoken.

25 And Elijah said unto the prophets of Baal, Choose you one bullock for yourselves, and dress it first; for ye are many; and call on the name of your gods, but put no fire under.

26 And they took the bullock which was given them, and they dressed it, and called on the name of Baal from morning even until noon, saying, O Baal, hear us. But there was no voice, nor any that answered. And they leaped upon the altar which was made.

27 And it came to pass at noon, that Elijah mocked them, and said, Cry aloud: for he is a god; either he is talking, or he is pursuing, or he is in a journey, or peradventure he sleepeth, and must be awaked.

28 And they cried aloud, and cut themselves after their manner with knives and lancets, till the blood gushed out upon them.

29 And it came to pass, when midday was past, and they prophesied until the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that there was neither voice, nor any to answer, nor any that regarded.

30 And Elijah said unto all the people, Come near unto me. And all the people came near unto him. And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down.

31 And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, unto whom the word of the Lord came, saying, Israel shall be thy name:

32 And with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord: and he made a trench about the altar, as great as would contain two measures of seed.

33 And he put the wood in order, and cut the bullock in pieces, and laid him on the wood, and said, Fill four barrels with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice, and on the wood.

34 And he said, Do it the second time. And they did it the second time. And he said, Do it the third time. And they did it the third time.

35 And the water ran round about the altar; and he filled the trench also with water.

36 And it came to pass at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near, and said, Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these things at thy word.

37 Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know that thou art the Lord God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.

38 Then the fire of the Lord fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench.

39 And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the God; the Lord, he is the God.

40 And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook Kishon, and slew them there.

41 And Elijah said unto Ahab, Get thee up, eat and drink; for there is a sound of abundance of rain.

42 So Ahab went up to eat and to drink. And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he cast himself down upon the earth, and put his face between his knees,

43 And said to his servant, Go up now, look toward the sea. And he went up, and looked, and said, There is nothing. And he said, Go again seven times.

44 And it came to pass at the seventh time, that he said, Behold, there ariseth a little cloud out of the sea, like a man's hand. And he said, Go up, say unto Ahab, Prepare thy chariot, and get thee down, that the rain stop thee not.

45 And it came to pass in the mean while, that the heaven was black with clouds and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode, and went to Jezreel.

46 And the hand of the Lord was on Elijah; and he girded up his loins, and ran before Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.
Outline 18:

(A message to Ahab/Mt. Carmel miracle/the drought ends.)

I.
Elijah's message to Ahab.  (1-19) 


A.
And it came to pass after many days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah, in 


the third year, saying, "Go, present yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the 


earth." So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab.


B.
And there was a severe famine in Samaria and Ahab had called Obadiah who was 


in charge of his house. 


1.
Obadiah feared the Lord and when Jezebel massacred the prophets of the 



Lord,  Obadiah had taken one hundred prophets and hidden them, fifty to a 


cave, and had fed them with bread and water.



(The Prophet Samuel started  the first Bible schools recorded in Scripture. 


The schools of prophets were located at Gilgal, Jericho, and Bethel. See 



also 1 Samuel 10:10 and 2 Kings 2:3,5; 6:1-2.  Obadiah was a secret 



believer who was protecting these men of God.  What others might view as 


a compromise--remaining a secret believer and working in the court of a 



wicked king--was actually a courageous decision.)



2.
And Ahab had said to Obadiah, "Go into the land to all the springs of 



water and to all the brooks; perhaps we may find grass to keep the horses 



and mules alive, so that we will not have to kill any livestock." 


3.
So they divided the land between them to explore it: Ahab went one way 



by himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself.   (The drought was 



so bad that they were out seeking pastureland for the horses and mules.)

C.
Now as Obadiah was on his way, suddenly Elijah met him:



1.
And Obadiah recognized him, and fell on his face, and said, "Is that you, 



my lord Elijah?" 



2.
And he answered him, "It is I. Go, tell your master, 'Elijah is here.'" 



3.
So he said:




a.
How have I sinned, that you are delivering your servant into the 




hand of Ahab, to kill me? 



b.
As the Lord your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where 




my master has not sent someone to hunt for you.




c.
And when they said, 'He is not here,' he took an oath from the 




kingdom or nation that they could not find you. 



d.
And now you say, 'Go, tell your master, "Elijah is here"'!



e.
And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from you, that the 




Spirit of the Lord will carry you to a place I do not know.




f.
So when I go and tell Ahab, and he cannot find you, he will kill 




me. 



g.
But I, your servant, have feared the Lord from my youth. 



h.
Was it not reported to my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the 




prophets of the Lord, how I hid one hundred of the Lord's 





prophets, fifty to a cave, and fed them with bread and water? 



i.
And now you say, 'Go, tell your master, "Elijah is here."' He will 




kill me!" 



(Obadiah was what might be called a "secret saint", meaning he did not 



serve full-time openly as a prophet, evangelist, etc.  Rather, he served God 


in the secular community.  He was courageous as a "secret saint" in using 



his position for good, as he rescued and cared for the prophets of God.  



Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea were others who served God in 



obscurity:  John 3; 19:38-42.)



4.
Then Elijah said, "As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will 



surely present myself to him today." 



5.
So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him, and Ahab went to meet 



Elijah.   

D.
Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to him, "Is that you, oh 


troubler of Israel?"  (Ahab blamed Elijah for the troubles caused by the drought. 


Blame began in the Garden of Eden when Adam blamed Eve and Eve blamed the 


serpent.  True change will not occur until you take responsibility for your own 


sins and stop blaming others.  Jesus and Paul were also called troublemakers:  


Luke 23:5; Acts 16:20; 17:6.)

E.
And Elijah answered:



1.
I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father's house have, in that you 


have forsaken the commandments of the Lord and have followed the 



Baals.   (A bold message that Ahab didn't want to hear, but it was the 



truth.  As ministers of God, we must speak forth His message even when it 



is unpopular and/or rejected.  We are not called to be popular.  We are 



called to be faithful.  Note Ahab's sins of omission and commission.  He 



had omitted or neglected to follow the commandments of the Lord.  He 



had committed sin by engaging in idolatry.)


2.
Now therefore, send and gather all Israel to me on Mount Carmel, the 



450 prophets of Baal and the 400 hundred prophets of Asherah  (idols) 



who eat at Jezebel's table.   (It was important to defeat these false prophets 


so that when God ended the drought, Baal would not receive credit.  The 



450 false prophets apparently lived at the state's expense since they ate at 



the queen's table.)
II.
Elijah's victory at Mount Carmel. (20-40)

A.
So Ahab sent for all the children of Israel, and gathered the prophets together on 


Mount Carmel.

B.
And Elijah came to all the people, and said:



1.
How long will you falter (halt) between two opinions? 


2.
If the Lord is God, follow Him.  But if Baal is god, follow him.


...But the people answered him not a word. (They were non-committal in the face 


of these options. They did not like the "either/or" mandate.  Modern religion says 


to "be more inclusive" and that there are many ways to God, but truth requires 


a choice.   The Bible states that Jesus Christ is the only way to God.  Matthew 


12:30 states that if you do not accept Christ, then you automatically reject Him.  


No decision is a decision.)


C.
Then Elijah said to the people:



1.
I alone am left a prophet of the Lord (openly serving as one); but Baal's 



prophets are 450. 



2.
Therefore let them give us two bulls.




a.
Let them choose one bull for themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it 




on the wood, but put no fire under it. 






b.
I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the wood, but put no fire 




under it.


3.
Then you call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of the 



Lord.  And the God who answers by fire, He is God.


...So all the people answered and said, "It is well spoken."  (The first response of 


the people had been "not a word".  Now they say Elijah's message is "well 


spoken".   You will experience similar responses as you share God's Word.  Some 


people will not respond at all.  Others will say it was a "well spoken, good 


message".  But the goal is not either of these responses.  The goal is to persuade 


people to repent, ask forgiveness, and let God change their lives.  Note the final 


response of the people in verse 39:  "The Lord, He is God!")  

D.
Now Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, "Choose one bull for yourselves and 


prepare it first, for you are many; and call on the name of your god, but put no fire 

under it." 



1.
So they took the bull which was given them, and they prepared it.




a.
And they called on the name of Baal from morning even till noon, 




saying, "Oh Baal, hear us!"  But there was no voice; no one 





answered. 








b.
Then they leaped about the altar which they had made. 



(Emotion is part of worship, but emotion must be directed towards the 



true God. Dancing, shouting, and crying out done for show in self-effort 



are not effective in themselves.)



2.
And so it was, at noon, that Elijah mocked them and said, "Cry aloud 



(louder), for he is a god; either he is meditating, or he is busy, or he is on a 


journey, or perhaps he is sleeping and must be awakened." 


3.
So they cried aloud, and cut themselves, with knives and lances, as was 



their custom, until the blood gushed out on them.  (Their blood had no 



effect.  Only the blood sacrifice of Jesus Christ is sufficient.  Note that they 


were worshipping "as was their custom" instead of worshiping the way 



God had prescribed.  Sadly, many people worship according to "custom" 



or tradition instead of the biblical way.)




a
And when midday was past, they prophesied until the time of the 




offering of the evening sacrifice (around 3 p.m.). 




(Long religious services, rituals, and prayers do not equate to 




effective worship.)  



b.
But there was no voice.  No one answered.  No one paid attention. 





(The prophets of Baal were sincere, but they were sincerely 




wrong.  Sad words: "No one answered.")

(Elijah told the prophets of Baal to select a bullock, prepare it, put it on an altar, but kindle no fire under it.  He would do the same.  The sacrifice that was consumed by fire would confirm the true God.  The prophets of Baal obeyed, built an altar, and beseeched their gods from morning to evening, with no results.  No voice. No one answered.  No fire fell. They leaped on the altar, cried aloud, and even cut themselves with knives.  Still, no response.  Baal was worshiped as the (Lord of the Fire(, and some adherents even passed their children through fire as an act of worship: 2 Kings 16:3.  Mt. Carmel was also a sacred place where they believed the power of Baal was dominant. This is why it was so significant that no fire fell when Baal was entreated.) 


E.
Then Elijah said to all the people: "Come near to me." So all the people came near 

to him. 


1.
And he repaired the altar of the Lord that was broken down. (Does the 



altar of the Lord in your life and your church need repair? Has it been 



broken down by neglect, idolatry, etc.?)


2.
And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the 


sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the Lord had come, saying, "Israel 



shall be your name."    (Although Israel and Judah were politically  



divided at that time, God viewed them as one nation:  Israel.  Hence, the 



symbolism of the 12 stones.)


3.
Then with the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord; and he made 


a trench around the altar large enough to hold two seahs of seed. 


4.
And he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the 



wood.



5.
Then he said: "Fill four waterpots with water, and pour it on the burnt 



sacrifice and on the wood." 



a.
Then he said, "Do it a second time," and they did it a second time. 



b.
Then he said, "Do it a third time," and they did it a third time. 



So the water ran all around the altar; and he also filled the trench with 



water. 



6.
And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, 



that Elijah the prophet came near and said:




a.
Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day 




that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have 




done all these things at Your word. 



b.
Hear me, oh Lord, hear me, that this people may know that You are 



the Lord God, and that You have turned their hearts back to 




You again.   




(Elijah's prayer:






-Focused on relationship with God.






-Declared God to be sovereign.






-Acknowledged his position as God's servant.






-Originated from his obedience.






-Was based on the Word of God.






-Had divine purpose:  That the Lord would be recognized 





as the true God.






-Called for radical change: That hearts might be turned to 





God.)


F.
Then the fire of the Lord fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, the wood, the 


stones, the dust, and  licked up the water that was in the trench.  (You don't have 


to make it "easy" for God.  He can do the impossible.  The key is to act according 


to His will.  Do not do something you want to do and then ask God to bless it. )

G.
Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, "The Lord, 


He is God! The Lord, He is God!"   (This was the purpose of the confrontation 


with the prophets of Baal:  It was not just a powerful performance by God.  It was 

not done to entertain--but to proclaim truth and require a response to it. This 


should be the purpose of all ministry.) 

H.
And Elijah said to them: "Seize the prophets of Baal! Do not let one of them 


escape!" So they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the Brook Kishon 


and executed them there.   (This was judgment for Jezebel's slaying of God's 


prophets and done in obedience to the law of Moses regarding false prophets:  


Deuteronomy 13:5, 13-18; 17:2-5; 18:9-22.) 
(Elijah used twelve stones to rebuild the altar of God.  If we want the fire of God to fall on our lives and congregations again, then the spiritual altar of God must be rebuilt in our churches!

After rebuilding the altar,  Elijah dug a trench around the altar, stacked the wood, and placed the bullock on the altar.  Then he asked that four barrels of water be poured over the sacrifice and the wood.  He asked that this be repeated two more times.  A total of 12 barrels of water saturated the sacrifice and the altar.  Elijah prepared for the move of God.  You must prepare the altar of your heart for the fire of God.  You must rebuild the altars that have been broken down.  You must get ready for God to move!  At the time of the evening sacrifice, Elijah called on God and declared:

(Let it be known that thou art God in Israel(: People need to see that there is a true God.

(That I am Thy servant(: Miracles verify both the Word of God and the messenger of God.

Be clear on where you stand.  You are not people-controlled. You are God-controlled.  You are His servant.

(That I have done all these things at Thy Word(: Your life and ministry, all you do, is to be ordered by the Word, not by emotions or the ideas of others.  Don(t do your own thing and then ask God to bless it.  Do God(s thing.

(That Thou hast turned their heart back again(: Elijah sought no credit for what was about to happen.  It was God who would turn their hearts.  The demonstration of God(s miracle-

working power is always for the purpose of confirming that He is God and turning the hearts of people back to Him.  That is why you should always preach the greatest miracle of salvation when you conduct healing and deliverance services

God heard Elijah(s prayer and the fire from God fell and the sacrifice, the wood, the stones, the dust, and the water were consumed.  When the people saw it, they fell on their faces and declared, (The Lord, he is God; the Lord, he is God(: 1 Kings 18:40.   Then Elijah told them to slay all the prophets of Baal and they complied.)
III.
The drought ends.  (41-46) 


A.
Then Elijah said to Ahab, "Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of 



abundance of rain."  (Elijah "heard" this in the spirit world before it was 



manifested in the natural world. When God speaks, it is as if it is already done.  


At this time, there was not even a little cloud visible.  Faith is the substance of 


of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen:  Hebrews 11:1.) 

B.
So Ahab went up to eat and drink. (He believed Elijah's word and celebrated the 


end of the drought.)

C.
And Elijah went up to the top of Carmel, bowed down on the ground, and 



put his face between his knees. 


(How to end a spiritual drought.  Prayer principles:




-Elijah put himself in a position so he could not see nor hear what was 



happening in the natural world so he would not be distracted or 




discouraged by the circumstances. See also Matthew 6:6.



-Elijah based his prayer on the promises of God.




-Elijah prayed on the basis of his relationship with God.



-Elijah prayed persistently until he received an answer:  Matthew 7:7-10; 



James 5:17-18.)



1.
And Elijah said to his servant:  "Go up now, look toward 





the sea."


2.
So he went up and looked, and said, "There is nothing." 


3.
And seven times he said, "Go again." 



4.
Then it came to pass the seventh time, that he said, "There is a cloud, as 



small as a man's hand, rising out of the sea!" 
(Elijah persevered in prayer until the rain began to fall.  As we look at incidents like these in Elijah(s life, we sometimes think that he is someone special and not like us.  But the Bible declares, (Elias was a man subject to like passions as we are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain: and it rained not on the earth by the space of three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth her fruit( : James 5:17-18. Elijah was a man subject to similar passions and emotions, but all through Scripture, God takes ordinary people and makes them extraordinary.  He is not looking at what you are, but He is seeing you as you will be when you receive the mantle of the double-portion anointing and begin to minister in the spirit and power of Elijah.  This was Elijah(s hour of power.  The rain began to fall, and Elijah hiked up his robes and outran Ahab(s chariot.  But beware:  The hour of power often precedes the hour of peril.)

D.
So Elijah said, "Go up, say to Ahab, 'Prepare your chariot, and go down before the 

rain stops you.'" 



1.
Now it happened in the meantime that the sky became black with clouds 



and wind, and there was a heavy rain. 


2.
So Ahab rode away and went to Jezreel. 

E.
Then the hand of the Lord came upon Elijah, and he girded up his loins and ran 


ahead of Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.   (This was approximately 17 miles.  


Elijah's running before Ahab's chariot symbolized his service to the king.  Elijah 


thought that Ahab was turning to God because he had celebrated the end of the 


drought and relocated his chariot at Elijah's command.  Sadly, there was no true 


change in Ahab.  He returned home to tell Jezebel what happened to her prophets 


and did not even mention the amazing miracles of God that he had witnessed.  


See chapter 19.) 
Study questions on chapter 18:
1.
Using verses 1-19 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-In what year of the drought did the word of the Lord come again to Elijah?



-What did the Lord tell Elijah to do?



-Who was Obadiah?



-What brave act had Obadiah done?



-What were Ahab and Obadiah searching for when Obadiah met Elijah?



-What was Oabdiah's response to Elijah?



-What did Elijah tell Obadiah to do?



-Summarize Obadiah's response.  Why was he afraid to fulfill Elijah's request?



-What message did Obadiah deliver to Ahab?



-What accusatory greeting did Ahab extend when he saw Elijah and what was 


Elijah's response?



-What challenge did Elijah make to Ahab?

2.
Using verses 20-40 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who gathered together on Mount Carmel?



-What question did Elijah ask the people?



-Who choice did Elijah give the people?



-Summarize the instructions Elijah gave to the people to prepare for the challenge.



-Summarize the actions and appeals of the worshippers of Baal.


-What mocking challenge to the prophets of Baal did Elijah deliver around noon?



-For how long did the prophets of Baal persevere in their appeal to their gods?



-What was the response from their gods?



-What did Elijah repair and what did this signify?



-Summarize the instructions Elijah gave concerning preparation of the sacrifice he 

was to make.



-Using outline point II, E, 6, b, summarize Elijah's appeal to God.



-What happened when Elijah finished his prayer?


-What was the response of the people when they saw this supernatural event?



-What did Elijah command be done to the prophets of Baal?

3.
Using verses 41-46 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What prophetic word did Elijah give to Ahab?


-Where did Elijah go next and what did he do?



-What were the results of Elijah's intercession?



-Using this outline notes in point C, explain how to end a spiritual drought.



-What did Elijah tell his servant to tell Ahab?



-What did Elijah do when the hand of the Lord came on him?



-Using the final outline note of this chapter, what did Ahab tell Jezebel when he 


returned home?  

4.
Using verses 36-37, analyze the prayer Elijah prayed.  Compare this prayer with the 
prayer for rain in verses 41-46.  What do you learn about Elijah in James 5:16?
5.
What phrase is repeated in verses 8, 11, and 14?

6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 19

1 And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and withal how he had slain all the prophets with the sword.

2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger unto Elijah, saying, So let the gods do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by to morrow about this time.

3 And when he saw that, he arose, and went for his life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongeth to Judah, and left his servant there.

4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a juniper tree: and he requested for himself that he might die; and said, It is enough; now, O Lord, take away my life; for I am not better than my fathers.

5 And as he lay and slept under a juniper tree, behold, then an angel touched him, and said unto him, Arise and eat.

6 And he looked, and, behold, there was a cake baken on the coals, and a cruse of water at his head. And he did eat and drink, and laid him down again.

7 And the angel of the Lord came again the second time, and touched him, and said, Arise and eat; because the journey is too great for thee.

8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God.

9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there; and, behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and he said unto him, What doest thou here, Elijah?

10 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: for the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.

11 And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake; but the Lord was not in the earthquake:

12 And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and after the fire a still small voice.

13 And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?

14 And he said, I have been very jealous for the Lord God of hosts: because the children of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away.

15 And the Lord said unto him, Go, return on thy way to the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, anoint Hazael to be king over Syria:

16 And Jehu the son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel: and Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room.

17 And it shall come to pass, that him that escapeth the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay: and him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha slay.

18 Yet I have left me seven thousand in Israel, all the knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not kissed him.

19 So he departed thence, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by him, and cast his mantle upon him.

20 And he left the oxen, and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, I pray thee, kiss my father and my mother, and then I will follow thee. And he said unto him, Go back again: for what have I done to thee?

21 And he returned back from him, and took a yoke of oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and ministered unto him.

Outline 19:

(Elijah's escape; a revelation from God; Elisha.)
I.
Elijah escapes from Jezebel. (1-10) 


A.
And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, also how he had executed all the 


prophets with the sword. (He did not share regarding the miraculous works of 


God.)


1.
Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, "So let the gods do to me, 


and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by 



tomorrow about this time." 




2.
And when he saw that, he arose and ran for his life, and went to 




Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there.   (His 



servant remained behind.  Perhaps that is why this servant did not receive 



the mantle of Elijah's anointing?  Later on, Elijah tries to discourage 



Elisha from accompanying him, but to no avail.  Elisha would not leave 



him.  Elijah ran away because he had allowed Jezebel to become bigger 



than God.  Do not let others or your circumstances become bigger than 



your God.  Prior to this time, Elijah did not make a move without God's 



direction.)

B.
But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down 


under a broom tree. 


1.
And he prayed that he might die, and said: "It is enough! Now, Lord, take 



my life, for I am no better than my fathers!"   (After great spiritual 




victories, be alert for attacks from the enemy such as Elijah is 




experiencing. Elijah feels like giving up.  Have you ever felt that way?)


2.
Then he lay down and slept under a broom tree.




(This might be called the "Elijah complex".  One becomes tired, 




discouraged, fearful, depressed, thinks that they are all alone and that the 



journey is too great.  Such responses always lead to isolation.)  


C.
Suddenly an angel touched him, and said to him, "Arise and eat."


1.
Then he looked, and there by his head was a cake baked on coals, and a jar 


of water. 


2.
So he ate and drank, and lay down again. 

D.
And the angel of the Lord came back the second time, and touched him, and said, 


"Arise and eat, because the journey is too great for you."   (Sometimes the journey 


becomes too great.  It is then that you need divine provision.)


1.
So he arose, and ate and drank.



2.
And he went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights as far 



as Horeb, the mountain of God. 


(The Angel of the Lord in the Old Testament performed actions such as 



revelation, deliverance, and judgment.  Many consider the Angel of the 



Lord to be an appearance of the Lord. The Angel Of the Lord first appeared to 


Hagar in Genesis 16:7-10.)


E.
At Mt. Horeb he went into a cave, and spent the night there.


1.
And behold, the word of the Lord came to him, and He said to him, "What 


are you doing here, Elijah?" 



2.
So he said:




a.
I have been very zealous for the Lord God of hosts.




b.
For the children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down 




Your altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. 



c.
I alone am left, and they seek to take my life. 

II.
A revelation from God.  (11-18) 


A.
Then God said, "Go out, and stand on the mountain before the Lord." 

B.
And behold, the Lord passed by:



1.
And a great and strong wind tore into the mountains and broke the rocks in 


pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind.



2.
And after the wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake.



3.
And after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire.



4.
And after the fire, a still small voice. 




(Sometimes we look for dramatic manifestations from God, but most often 



He speaks in a still small voice.)


C.
So it was, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle and went 


out and stood in the entrance of the cave. 

D.
Suddenly a voice came to him, and said, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"   


(Good questions to consider from time-to-time in your walk with God.  Where are 


you and what are you doing there?  Elijah needs to stop focusing on his difficult 


circumstances and focus again on God and his prophetic calling.)

E.
And Elijah said:



1.
I have been very zealous for the Lord God of hosts.



2.
The children of Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your 



altars, and killed Your prophets with the sword. 


3.
I alone am left, and they seek to take my life. 




(Who is the "they" that is your enemy and seeks your life?  God is greater 



than your "they"!)

F.
Then the Lord said to him: 


1.
Go, return on your way to the Wilderness of Damascus.




(Restoration always involves returning to the point of defeat and/or your 



departure from faith.)



2.
When you arrive:




a.
Anoint Hazael as king over Syria.  (He was a servant to Ben-




Hadad.)



b.
Anoint Jehu, the son of Nimshi, as king over Israel.   (He was a 




captain in the army.)



c.
Anoint Elisha, the son of Shaphat of Abel Meholah,  as 





prophet in your place.  (He was a farmer.)



(God's plan was that others would finish what Elijah had started.  God 



would work through a new pagan king, a new Israeli dynasty, and a new 



prophet who would be Elijah's  successor.)

 

3.
It shall be that whoever escapes the sword of Hazael, Jehu will kill; and 



whoever escapes the sword of Jehu, Elisha will kill.


4.
Yet I have reserved 7,000 in Israel, all whose knees have not bowed to 



Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.   (These men were the 



silent ones, hidden away, but true to the God of Israel.  You never know 



what God is doing behind the scenes.  Never judge a situation by what you 


see in the natural world.)  
(God doesn't leave us on the mountain top of victory.  He sends us back to the valleys of this world, amidst human misery and need, to accomplish His purposes.  God tells Elijah to return and...


...go by of the wilderness of Damascus.


...anoint Hazael to be king over Syria.  


...anoint Jehu, the son of Nimshi, to be king over Israel.


...anoint Elisha, the son of Shaphat of Abel‑meholah, to be a prophet in his place.

God gave Elijah specific direction.  He gave him new goals and objectives. Elijah(s work was not complete just because of a bout with defeat.  He still had prophetic purpose to fulfill, and most importantly, he would raise up a successor.  He would anoint Elisha to receive the mantle of his ministry.  (Oh, and by the way,( the Lord mentions.  (You are not alone, even though you feel that way.  I have 7,000 others in Israel who have not bowed to Baal.(  You are not alone either.  God always has a people!  You will have times of discouragement, as Elijah did.  The reason some people never get discouraged is because they are like the 100 prophets of Elijah(s time that were hiding in caves.  They aren't(t out on the front lines.)
(Some causes of depression:


-Distorted perspective:  He allowed circumstances to become bigger than God.


-Fear.  He fled instead of confronting his fears.


-Isolation:  He left his servant behind.


-Disappointment:  Elijah had hoped for a national revival after the incident with the 
prophets of Baal. 


-Physical exhaustion:  He needed rest and food--which God provided.


-Self-pity and self-righteousness:  "I am the only one remaining faithful!"


-Comparison with others:  "I am no better than my fathers.")


-Preoccupied with self:  His focus was no longer on God.

(Some guidelines for dealing with depression drawn from this account:


-Express your feelings to God--He knows them anyhow!


-Do not think God is angry with you when you are experiencing difficult times--He 
lovingly ministered to Elijah.


-Take time to rejuvenate through rest, proper food, etc.


-Check your perceptions with reality.  Elijah felt he was all alone, but he wasn't.


-Ask for a new understanding of God's purpose and plan.


-Return to fulfill your destiny.  Inactivity fosters depression.  A renewed sense of purpose 
will help alleviate it.  The voice in the wilderness gave Elijah a new vision for the future.

-Form a spiritual relationship with a trusted confidant. Elijah had Elisha from that point 
on in his ministry.)
(Come Out Of The Cave:  A (cave( is anything which limits you spiritually.  You may be hiding in the (cave( of limited resources, negative circumstances, bad relationships, lost dreams, or discouragement.  If you are to fulfill your destiny, you must come out of the cave like Elijah did and embrace the plan of God.  God called Elijah out of his cave.  God called David out of the cave where he was hiding.  He called Daniel out of the lion(s den and the Hebrew men out of the fiery furnace.  He supernaturally delivered Joseph,  Peter, Paul, and Silas out of prison   He took the Prophet Jeremiah out of the pit.  He called Lazarus out of the tomb of death.

And now, it is time for YOU to come out.  It is time for you to come forth in the spirit and power of Elijah!  Leave your tomb mentality behind you.  Don(t look to the circumstances of your tomb. Lazarus had been in the tomb so long he was stinking!  Anything that keeps you bound in a tomb of despair, bondage, or defeat stinks!  Jesus is coming to your tomb and, like He did for Elijah, He is calling you forth to new vision and purpose.)
III.
Elisha follows Elijah.  (19-21)

A.
So he departed from there, and found Elisha the son of Shaphat, who was plowing 

with twelve yoke of oxen before him, and he was with the twelfth. 

B.
Then Elijah passed by him and threw his mantle on him. (This was a symbolic act 


signifying that Elisha was to follow him, serve him, and eventually assume his 


mantle of ministry.)

C.
And he left the oxen and ran after Elijah, and said, "Please let me kiss my father 


and my mother, and then I will follow you."


D.
And he said to him, "Go back again, for what have I done to you?" 


(Oriental farewells sometimes took days or weeks.  Elijah was saying there was 


no time for this, so Elisha abbreviated his farewell.) 


E.
So Elisha turned back from him and took a yoke of oxen, slaughtered them 


and boiled their flesh using the oxen's equipment (as fuel).



1.
He gave it to the people, and they ate. 


2.
Then he arose and followed Elijah, and became his servant. 



(Because the plow and oxen were destroyed, Elijah would not be able to go back 


to his old way of life.)
(The word (mantle,( as used in this passage, means (covered with a covering.(  Elijah(s mantle was more than just a piece of cloth.   It very possibly was the traditional prayer shawl worn by Hebrew men. Most important, this mantle was a divine token that was symbolic of three powerful spiritual truths:
It represented divine intimacy:  The first mention we have of Elijah(s mantle is in 1 Kings 19:13 when Elijah fled to Mt. Horeb, tired and discouraged from his conflicts with Ahab, Jezebel, and the evil prophets of Baal. It was here that God spoke to Elijah in a still, small voice and comforted him. "And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And, behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, Elijah?": 1 Kings 19:13.  Elijah wrapped himself in his mantle while he communed with God and it became a symbol of intimate relationship with his Master
-It represented a supernatural calling:  The second mention of Elijah(s mantle is found when it is cast over Elisha: 1 Kings 19:19.  There was something so powerful invested in this mantle that when  Elijah threw it across Elisha(s shoulders, it caused him to leave life as he knew it and follow the prophet without reservation.
-It represented invested authority:  The authority of God was invested in this mantle.  Elijah had used it to smite rivers and cross on dry ground.  The mantle was symbolic of the authority of Almighty God which rested upon him.
There is a mantle of divine intimacy, supernatural calling, and invested authority that God would place over His people today.  Like the Prophet Elijah, Jesus placed His mantle upon His people before He returned to Heaven.  

-It is a mantle of divine intimacy: Jesus said, (And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever...( (John 14:16).  
The Comforter that Jesus sent was the Holy Spirit who was to abide with us and lead us into intimate relationship with God.   
-It is a mantle of supernatural calling: Jesus said, (...as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you(: John 20:21. The mantle of God(s purpose was passed from Jesus to us and He sent us to do the same miracles, work the same works, and accomplish the same purposes.  

-It is a mantle of invested authority: Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus left us with the mantle of His invested authority.  See Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8; Luke 9:1-2; Luke 10:19.)
Study questions on chapter 19:
1.
Using verses 1-10 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What did Ahab tell Jezebel?



-What message did Jezebel send to Elijah?



-To where did Elijah flee first and leave his servant?



-Where did Elijah go next?



-Summarize Elijah's prayer.



-What did Elijah do after his prayer?



-What did Elijah see when he woke up?



-What did the angel tell Elijah to do?



-How long did the strength of the meal last?



-Where did Elijah go next?



-What question did God ask Elijah?



-What was Elijah's response to God's question?

2.
Using verses 11-18 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Where did God tell Elijah to go stand?



-Summarize the miraculous events that occurred when the Lord passed by.


-What was the final event in the sequence of this revelation?



-What did Elijah do when he heard the voice?



-What question did God ask Elijah as he stood at the entrance of the cave?



-What was Elijah's response to God's questions?



-Using point F, summarize the instructions given to Elijah.




-Where was he to go?




-What was he to do?




-What would be the results?



-What did God tell Elijah regarding others in Israel?



-Using the final notes in outline point II, answer the following questions: 




-What are some of the causes of depression?




-What guidelines are given for dealing with depression?

3.
Using verses 19-21 and outline point III, answer the following questions.


-Who did Elijah find after he departed from the mountain?



-What was this man doing when Elijah found him?



-What did Elijah do as he passed by, and what was the significance of this act?


-What was the young man's response to Elijah's appeal?


-What did Elijah do prior to this young man following him?  Of what was this 


symbolic?

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 20

1 And Ben-hadad the king of Syria gathered all his host together: and there were thirty and two kings with him, and horses, and chariots: and he went up and besieged Samaria, and warred against it.

2 And he sent messengers to Ahab king of Israel into the city, and said unto him, Thus saith Ben-hadad,

3 Thy silver and thy gold is mine; thy wives also and thy children, even the goodliest, are mine.

4 And the king of Israel answered and said, My lord, O king, according to thy saying, I am thine, and all that I have.

5 And the messengers came again, and said, Thus speaketh Ben-hadad, saying, Although I have sent unto thee, saying, Thou shalt deliver me thy silver, and thy gold, and thy wives, and thy children;

6 Yet I will send my servants unto thee to morrow about this time, and they shall search thine house, and the houses of thy servants; and it shall be, that whatsoever is pleasant in thine eyes, they shall put it in their hand, and take it away.

7 Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the land, and said, Mark, I pray you, and see how this man seeketh mischief: for he sent unto me for my wives, and for my children, and for my silver, and for my gold; and I denied him not.

8 And all the elders and all the people said unto him, Hearken not unto him, nor consent.

9 Wherefore he said unto the messengers of Ben-hadad, Tell my lord the king, All that thou didst send for to thy servant at the first I will do: but this thing I may not do. And the messengers departed, and brought him word again.

10 And Ben-hadad sent unto him, and said, The gods do so unto me, and more also, if the dust of Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for all the people that follow me.

11 And the king of Israel answered and said, Tell him, Let not him that girdeth on his harness boast himself as he that putteth it off.

12 And it came to pass, when Ben-hadad heard this message, as he was drinking, he and the kings in the pavilions, that he said unto his servants, Set yourselves in array. And they set themselves in array against the city.

13 And, behold, there came a prophet unto Ahab king of Israel, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou seen all this great multitude? behold, I will deliver it in to thine hand this day; and thou shalt know that I am the Lord.

14 And Ahab said, By whom? And he said, Thus saith the Lord, Even by the young men of the princes of the provinces. Then he said, Who shall order the battle? And he answered, Thou.

15 Then he numbered the young men of the princes of the provinces, and they were two hundred and thirty two: and after them he numbered all the people, even all the children of Israel, being seven thousand.

16 And they went out at noon. But Ben-hadad was drinking himself drunk in the pavilions, he and the kings, the thirty and two kings that helped him.

17 And the young men of the princes of the provinces went out first; and Ben-hadad sent out, and they told him, saying, There are men come out of Samaria.

18 And he said, Whether they be come out for peace, take them alive; or whether they be come out for war, take them alive.

19 So these young men of the princes of the provinces came out of the city, and the army which followed them.

20 And they slew every one his man: and the Syrians fled; and Israel pursued them: and Ben-hadad the king of Syria escaped on an horse with the horsemen.

21 And the king of Israel went out, and smote the horses and chariots, and slew the Syrians with a great slaughter.

22 And the prophet came to the king of Israel, and said unto him, Go, strengthen thy self, and mark, and see what thou doest: for at the return of the year the king of Syria will come up against thee.

23 And the servants of the king of Syria said unto him, Their gods are gods of the hills; therefore they were stronger than we; but let us fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they.

24 And do this thing, Take the kings away, every man out of his place, and put captains in their rooms:

25 And number thee an army, like the army that thou hast lost, horse for horse, and chariot for chariot: and we will fight against them in the plain, and surely we shall be stronger than they. And he hearkened unto their voice, and did so.

26 And it came to pass at the return of the year, that Ben-hadad numbered the Syrians, and went up to Aphek, to fight against Israel.

27 And the children of Israel were numbered, and were all present, and went against them: and the children of Israel pitched before them like two little flocks of kids; but the Syrians filled the country.

28 And there came a man of God, and spake unto the king of Israel, and said, Thus saith the Lord, Because the Syrians have said, The Lord is God of the hills, but he is not God of the valleys, therefore will I deliver all this great multitude into thine hand, and ye shall know that I am the Lord.

29 And they pitched one over against the other seven days. And so it was, that in the seventh day the battle was joined: and the children of Israel slew of the Syrians an hundred thousand footmen in one day.

30 But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city; and there a wall fell upon twenty and seven thousand of the men that were left. And Ben-hadad fled, and came into the city, into an inner chamber.

31 And his servants said unto him, Behold now, we have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings: let us, I pray thee, put sackcloth on our loins, and ropes upon our heads, and go out to the king of Israel: peradventure he will save thy life.

32 So they girded sackcloth on their loins, and put ropes on their heads, and came to the king of Israel, and said, Thy servant Ben-hadad saith, I pray thee, let me live. And he said, Is he yet alive? he is my brother.

33 Now the men did diligently observe whether any thing would come from him, and did hastily catch it: and they said, Thy brother Ben-hadad. Then he said, Go ye, bring him. Then Ben-hadad came forth to him; and he caused him to come up into the chariot.

34 And Ben-hadad said unto him, The cities, which my father took from thy father, I will restore; and thou shalt make streets for thee in Damascus, as my father made in Samaria. Then said Ahab, I will send thee away with this covenant. So he made a covenant with him, and sent him away.

35 And a certain man of the sons of the prophets said unto his neighbour in the word of the Lord, Smite me, I pray thee. And the man refused to smite him.

36 Then said he unto him, Because thou hast not obeyed the voice of the Lord, behold, as soon as thou art departed from me, a lion shall slay thee. And as soon as he was departed from him, a lion found him, and slew him.

37 Then he found another man, and said, Smite me, I pray thee. And the man smote him, so that in smiting he wounded him.

38 So the prophet departed, and waited for the king by the way, and disguised himself with ashes upon his face.

39 And as the king passed by, he cried unto the king: and he said, Thy servant went out into the midst of the battle; and, behold, a man turned aside, and brought a man unto me, and said, Keep this man: if by any means he be missing, then shall thy life be for his life, or else thou shalt pay a talent of silver.

40 And as thy servant was busy here and there, he was gone. And the king of Israel said unto him, So shall thy judgment be; thyself hast decided it.

41 And he hasted, and took the ashes away from his face; and the king of Israel discerned him that he was of the prophets.

42 And he said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Because thou hast let go out of thy hand a man whom I appointed to utter destruction, therefore thy life shall go for his life, and thy people for his people.

43 And the king of Israel went to his house heavy and displeased, and came to Samaria.

Outline 20:

(Battles over Samaria and Aphek.)
Battle Over Samaria.

I.
A message from Ben-Hadad. (1-8)

A.
Now Ben-Hadad the king of Syria gathered all his forces together:



1.
Thirty-two kings were with him, with horses and chariots. 



(Psalm 20:7 states that battles are not won by natural means such as 



chariots and horses, but by the Lord!)



2.
And he went up and besieged Samaria, and made war against it.



(Ben-Hadad wanted to control the trade routes through Israel because he 



had lost the northern routes to Assyria.)


B.
Then he sent messengers into the city to Ahab, king of Israel, and said to him: 


"Thus says Ben-Hadad: 'Your silver and your gold are mine; your loveliest wives 


and children are mine.'"   

C.
And the king of Israel answered and said, "My lord, oh king, just as you say, I and 


all that I have are yours."  (Ahab surrendered to Ben-Hadad's demands.  He 


compromised--but it was not enough. Compromise always leads to more 



compromise.)

D.
Then the messengers came back and said: Thus speaks Ben-Hadad, saying:



Indeed I have sent to you, saying: 


1.
You shall deliver to me your silver and your gold, your wives and your 



children.



2.
But I will send my servants to you tomorrow about this time, and they 



shall search your house and the houses of your servants. 


3.
And it shall be, that whatever is pleasant in your eyes, they will put it in 



their hands and take it.  


(After Ahab compromised and conceded to the first demand of giving his personal 

wealth 
and family, Ben-Hadad demanded everything.  The spiritual lesson is 


that you cannot compromise with the enemy.) 


E.
So the king of Israel called all the elders of the land, and said: 


1.
Notice, please, and see how this man seeks trouble.



2.
For he sent to me for my wives, my children, my silver, and my gold and I 



did not deny him. 


F.
And all the elders and all the people said to him, "Do not listen or consent." 

II.
A message to Ben-Hadad.  (9-12)


A.
Therefore Ahab said to the messengers of Ben-Hadad, "Tell my lord the king, 'All 


that you asked your servant the first time I will do, but this thing I cannot do.'"



And the messengers departed and brought back word to him. 


B.
Then Ben-Hadad sent to him and said, "The gods do so to me, and more also, if 


enough dust is left of Samaria for a handful for each of the people who follow 


me." 


C.
So the king of Israel answered and said: "Tell him, 'Let not the one who puts on 


his armor boast like the one who takes it off.'"  (This was a proverb meaning that 


the one who starts a fight should not boast prematurely of victory.)

D.
When Ben-Hadad heard this message, as he and the kings were drinking at the 


command post, he said to his servants, "Get ready." And they got ready to attack 


the city. 

III.
A message from the prophet.  (13-15)


A.
Suddenly a prophet approached Ahab king of Israel, saying, Thus says the Lord: 


1.
Have you seen all this great multitude? 


2.
Behold, I will deliver it into your hand today.



3.
And you shall know that I am the Lord. 


(The battle would not be won because of Ahab, but because of God's purpose to 


reveal Himself as Lord.  This is an example of God's grace, His unmerited favor.)


B.
So Ahab said, "By whom?"


C.
And he said, "Thus says the Lord: 'By the young leaders of the provinces.'

D.
Then he said, "Who will set the battle in order?"


E.
And he answered, "You." 
IV.
A battle with Ben-Hadad.  (16-21) 

A.
Then Ahab mustered the young leaders of the provinces, and there were 232; and 


after them he mustered all the people, all the children of Israel--7,000 thousand.  


So they went out at noon. 

B.
Meanwhile Ben-Hadad and the 32 kings helping him were getting drunk at 


the command post.  (Instead of preparing the troops for battle, the leaders are 


getting drunk. Ephesians 5:18 indicates that we should rely on the Holy Spirit, not 

an artificial substance.)

C.
The young leaders of the provinces went out first. 

D.
And Ben-Hadad sent out a patrol, and they told him, saying, "Men are coming out 


of Samaria!" So he said:



1.
If they have come out for peace, take them alive.



2.
If they have come out for war, take them alive.   



(He probably meant "dead or alive"--but remember--the man was drunk!)

E.
Then these young leaders of the provinces went out of the city with the army 


which followed them. 


1.
And each one killed his man.



2.
So the Syrians fled, and Israel pursued them.



3.
And Ben-Hadad the king of Syria escaped on a horse with the cavalry. 

F.
Then the king of Israel went out and attacked the horses and chariots, and killed 


the Syrians with a great slaughter. 
V.
Another message from the prophet.  (22)

And the prophet came to the king of Israel and said to him:


A.
Go, strengthen yourself.


B.
Take note, and see what you should do.


C.
For in the spring of the year the king of Syria will come up against you. 


(Again, God's grace is demonstrated by warning Ahab.)

VI.
Bad advice for the Ben-Hadad, king of Syria.  (23-25) 


A.
Then the servants of the king of Syria said to him:



1.
Their gods are gods of the hills--therefore they were stronger than we.



2.
But if we fight against them in the plains, surely we will be stronger 



than they.   (They had no understanding of the omnipresence and 




omnipotence of God--that God is present everywhere and all 




powerful.  Are you a spiritual Syrian?  Do you believe God can do some 



things but cannot do others?)


3.
So do this thing: 



a.
Dismiss the kings, each from his position, and put captains in their 




places.




b.
And you shall muster an army like the army that you have lost, 




horse-for-horse and chariot-for-chariot. 


4.
Then we will fight against them in the plain--surely we will be stronger 



than they.  (They thought God was only God of the hills and not of the 



valleys.  Often, we think God is the God of the past or future, but not 



of our present crisis.  Or we may think He is great enough to do some 



things, but not great enough to do others.  We must realize that He is God 



over all circumstances and  at all times.  The God of the past is the God of 


the present and future.  The God who has helped you in the  small things 



will be 
there for you in the major issues of life.)  

B.
And he listened to their voice and did so. 
Battle Over Aphek.

VII.
Ben-Hadad is defeated.  (26-30)

A.
So it was, in the spring of the year, that Ben-Hadad mustered the Syrians and went 

up to Aphek to fight against Israel.


1
And the children of Israel were mustered, given provisions, and they 



went against them. 


2.
Now the children of Israel encamped before them like two little flocks of 



goats, while the Syrians filled the countryside. 



(This little "flock of goats" won the battle because they relied on the 



Lord!)


B.
Then a man of God came and spoke to the king of Israel, and said: "Thus says the 


Lord: Because the Syrians have said, 'The Lord is God of the hills, but He is not 


God of the valleys,' therefore I will deliver all this great multitude into your hand, 


and you shall know that I am the Lord.'"   (How to you win a battle with a "flock 


of goats"?  Let God fight for you!)

C.
And they encamped opposite each other for seven days.

D.
 So it was that on the seventh day the battle was joined.



1.
And the children of Israel killed 100,000 foot soldiers of the 




Syrians in one day. 


2.
But the rest fled to Aphek, into the city.



3.
Then a wall fell on 27,000 of the men who were left (God sent a great 



earthquake).



4.
And Ben-Hadad fled and went into the city, into an inner chamber. 

VIII.
Ahab's treaty with Ben-Hadad.  (31-34) 


A.
Then his servants said to him:



1.
Look now, we have heard that the kings of the house of Israel are merciful 



kings. 


2.
Please, let us put sackcloth around our waists and ropes around our heads, 



and go out to the king of Israel.



3.
Perhaps he will spare your life.  (They have quite a different attitude here 



than their original boast.)

B.
So they wore sackcloth around their waists and put ropes around their heads, and 


came to the king of Israel.



1.
They said: Your servant Ben-Hadad says, 'Please let me 





live.'"  And he said, "Is he still alive? He is my brother." 



2.
Now the men were watching closely to see whether any sign of mercy 



would come from him.



3.
And they quickly grasped at this word and said, "Your brother 




Ben-Hadad."


D.
So he said, "Go, bring him." Then Ben-Hadad came out to him, and he had him 


come up into the chariot. 


E.
So Ben-Hadad said to him;



1.
The cities which my father took from your father I will restore.



2.
And you may set up marketplaces for yourself in Damascus, as my 




father did in Samaria.


F.
Then Ahab said, "I will send you away with this treaty." So he made a treaty with 


him and sent him away.  (This, was in direct defiance of what God had said to do. 

Ahab was told to kill him. Once again, Ahab spurns God's Word.)
IX.
Ahab is condemned.  (35-43) 


A.
Now a certain man of the sons of the prophets said to his neighbor by the word of 


the Lord, "Strike me, please." And the man refused to strike him. 


1.
Then he said to him, "Because you have not obeyed the voice of the Lord, 



surely, 
as soon as you depart from me, a lion shall kill you." 


2.
And as soon as he left him, a lion found him and killed him. 


B.
And he found another man, and said, "Strike me, please." 


1.
So the man struck him,  inflicting a wound. 


2.
Then the prophet departed, waited for the king by the road, and 




disguised himself with a bandage over his eyes. 


(The prophet wanted this wound to be a visual illustration of the message he was 


delivering from God to Ahab.)


C.
Now as Ahab passed by, the prophet cried out to the king and said:



1.
Your servant went out into the midst of the battle.



2.
And there, a man came over and brought a man to me, and said:




a.
Guard this man.




b.
If by any means he is missing, your life shall be for his life or else 




you shall pay a talent of silver. 


3.
While your servant was busy here and there, he was gone.


E.
Then the king of Israel said to him:



1.
So shall your judgment be.



2.
You yourself have decided it. 




(Meaning that he should die because he did not do what he had been 



commanded to do.)


F.
And the prophet quickly took the bandage away from his eyes and the king of 


Israel recognized him as one of the prophets. 

G.
Then the prophet said to him: Thus says the Lord:  Because you have let slip out 


of your hand a man whom I appointed to utter destruction, therefore your life shall 

go for his life, and your people for his people.   (The prophet condemned the king 


on the same charge as the hypothetical example which the king had judged.) 

H.
So the king of Israel went to his house sullen and displeased, and came to 



Samaria.  (Instead of repenting, he went home mad!) 

(God gave Ahab two more opportunities to obey God in these confrontations with Ben-Hadad.  In the first instance, there was a measure of success.  In the second, Ahab did not heed the word from God, he compromised, and it cost him his life:  Verses 35-42.) 

Study questions on chapter 20:
1.
According to the opening note, what two battles are described in this chapter?


Using verses 1-8 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-Who was Ben-Hadad?



-Who joined with him to stage this battle?



-What city did they besiege?



-What message did Ben-Hadad send to Ahab? 



-What was Ahab's response to Ben-Hadad's request?



-Summarize the next message delivered by Ben-Hadad's servants.



-Who did Ahab assemble to decide what to do and what was their advice?

2.
Using verses 9-12 and outline point II, summarize the messages that went back and forth 
between Ben Hadad and Ahab.
3.
Using verses 13-15 and outline point III, summarize the message of the prophet to King 
Ahab.  


-Who was to battle the enemy? 



-What were the promises given?

4.
Using verses 16-21 and outline point IV, describe the battle that ensued.  


-Who were the victors?  


-What was their battle strategy?
5.
Using verse 22  and outline point V, summarize the message of the prophet to King Ahab.

6.
Using verses 23-25 and outline point  VI, summarize the mistaken assumptions regarding 
Israel that were made by the servants of the king of Syria.

7.
Using verses 26-30 and outline point VII, answer the following questions.



-When did Ben-Hadad launch his attack against Israel?



-What analogy is used to describe Israel's troops?



-What statement is made regarding the Syrian troops?



-What message was delivered to King Ahab by the man of God?



-For how long did the two armies encamp opposite of each other?



-Describe the outcome of the battle.



-To where did Ben-Hadad flee?

8.
Using verses 31-34 and outline point  VIII, answer the following questions.



-What did Ben-Hadad's servants suggest to him?



-What happened when the servants came to Ahab with this request?



-Describe the treaty between Ben-Hadad and Ahab.



-Was this treaty approved by God?  What had God said to do regarding Ben-


Hadad?

9.
Using verses 35-43 and outline point IX, answer the following questions.



-What strange request did the prophet ask of another prophet and what was the 


purpose?


-What hypothetical events did the prophet relate to Ahab?



-What was Ahab's response to the story?



-What prophetic word was given to Ahab by the prophet?



-Where did Ahab go after this event and what was his attitude?

10.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?  Include in your 
response what you learned about God's unmerited favor and His unlimited power.
1 Kings 21

1 And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.

2 And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, that I may have it for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my house: and I will give thee for it a better vineyard than it; or, if it seem good to thee, I will give thee the worth of it in money.

3 And Naboth said to Ahab, The Lord forbid it me, that I should give the inheritance of my fathers unto thee.

4 And Ahab came into his house heavy and displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him: for he had said, I will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no bread.

5 But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad, that thou eatest no bread?

6 And he said unto her, Because I spake unto Naboth the Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it please thee, I will give thee another vineyard for it: and he answered, I will not give thee my vineyard.

7 And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thine heart be merry: I will give thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite.

8 So she wrote letters in Ahab's name, and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the nobles that were in his city, dwelling with Naboth.

9 And she wrote in the letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people:

10 And set two men, sons of Belial, before him, to bear witness against him, saying, Thou didst blaspheme God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone him, that he may die.

11 And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who were the inhabitants in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, and as it was written in the letters which she had sent unto them.

12 They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people.

13 And there came in two men, children of Belial, and sat before him: and the men of Belial witnessed against him, even against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did blaspheme God and the king. Then they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him with stones, that he died.

14 Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead.

15 And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he refused to give thee for money: for Naboth is not alive, but dead.

16 And it came to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it.

17 And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,

18 Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, which is in Samaria: behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to possess it.

19 And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the Lord, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine.

20 And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found me, O mine enemy? And he answered, I have found thee: because thou hast sold thyself to work evil in the sight of the Lord.

21 Behold, I will bring evil upon thee, and will take away thy posterity, and will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel,

22 And will make thine house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, for the provocation wherewith thou hast provoked me to anger, and made Israel to sin.

23 And of Jezebel also spake the Lord, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.

24 Him that dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat; and him that dieth in the field shall the fowls of the air eat.

25 But there was none like unto Ahab, which did sell himself to work wickedness in the sight of the Lord, whom Jezebel his wife stirred up.

26 And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all things as did the Amorites, whom the Lord cast out before the children of Israel.

27 And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went softly.

28 And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying,

29 Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? because he humbleth himself before me, I will not bring the evil in his days: but in his son's days will I bring the evil upon his house.
Outline 21:

(Ahab and Naboth's vineyard.)
(This event is just one example of Ahab's sinful conduct.) 
I.
Naboth is murdered for his vineyard. (1-16) 


A.
And it came to pass after these things that Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard 


which was in Jezreel, next to the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.   (Ahab had a 


palace, but covetousness and greed are never satisfied.)

B.
So Ahab spoke to Naboth, saying:



1.
Give me your vineyard, that I may have it for a vegetable garden, because 



it is near, next to my house.


2.
For it I will give you a vineyard better than it. 


3.
Or, if it seems good to you, I will give you its worth in money. 


C.
But Naboth said to Ahab, "The Lord forbid that I should give the inheritance of 


my fathers to you!"   ("The Lord forbid" indicates that Naboth based his decision 


on what God had declared rather than his own desires.)

D.
So Ahab went into his house sullen and displeased because of the word which 


Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to him; for he had said, "I will not give you the 


inheritance of my fathers."  And Ahab lay down on his bed,  turned away his face, 


and would eat no food. (Covetousness is sin, and sin leads to death:  James 


1:15. Sulking when you are denied something reveals the true condition of your 


heart. Ahab is acting like a spoiled child.)


1.
But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said to him, "Why is your spirit so 



sullen that you eat no food?" 



2.
He said to her:




a.
Because I spoke to Naboth the Jezreelite, and said to him, 





'Give me your vineyard for money; or else, if it pleases you, I will 




give you another vineyard for it.' 



b.
And he answered, 'I will not give you my vineyard.' 



3.
Then Jezebel his wife said to him:




a.
You now exercise authority over Israel! 



b.
Arise, eat food, and let your heart be cheerful.




c.
I will give you the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 



(If God gives you a position of power and influence, remember it is to 



serve His purposes not your own greedy desires.)


E.
And she wrote letters in Ahab's name, sealed them with his seal, and sent the 


letters to the elders and the nobles who were dwelling in the city with Naboth.  


She wrote in the letters, saying:



1.
Proclaim a fast, and seat Naboth with high honor among the people.



2.
Seat two men, scoundrels, before him to bear witness against him, saying, 



"You have blasphemed God and the king."  (False witnesses testified 



again Naboth.)


3.
Then take him out, and stone him, that he may die. 



(Jezebel's use of the king's seal shows that she had his authority in the plot 


against Nabal.)


F.
So the men of his city--the elders and nobles who were inhabitants of his city--did 


as Jezebel had sent to them, as it was written in the letters which she had sent to 


them.   (Instead of taking a stand against her for God, they agreed with her 


diabolical plan.)


1.
They proclaimed a fast, and seated Naboth with high honor among the 



people.


2.
And two men, scoundrels, came in and sat before him and the scoundrels 



witnessed against Naboth, in the presence of the people, saying: "Naboth 



has blasphemed God and the king!"  (They misapplied God's law to get the 


results they wanted:  Deuteronomy 17:6-7; 19:15; Numbers 35:30.  This is 


exactly what cults do and what we are sometimes tempted to do in order to 


get what we want.)


3.
Then they took him outside the city and stoned him with stones, so that he 



died.   (This was the penalty for blasphemy, but Naboth was not guilty.  



The charges were fabricated.)


4.
Then they sent to Jezebel, saying, "Naboth has been stoned and is dead." 


G.
And it came to pass, when Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned and was 


dead, that Jezebel said to Ahab:



1.
Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he 



refused to give you for money.



2.
For Naboth is not alive, but dead. 

H.
So it was, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab got up and went 


down to take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. 
II.
A prophetic word from Elijah. (17-24)

A.
Then the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying:



1.
Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who lives in Samaria. 


2.
There he is, in the vineyard of Naboth, where he has gone down to take 



possession of it.  (Injustice does not go unnoticed by God.)


3.
You shall speak to him, saying: Thus says the Lord: 



a.
Have you murdered and also taken possession?



b.
In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs shall lick 




your blood, even yours. 


B.
So Ahab said to Elijah, "Have you found me, oh my enemy?"


C.
And he answered:



1.
I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil in the sight of 



the Lord. 


2.
Behold:




a.
I will bring calamity on you. 



b.
I will take away your posterity.




c.
I will cut off from Ahab every male in Israel, both bond and free. 



d.
I will make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son of 




Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah, because of 




the provocation with which you have provoked Me to anger, and 




made Israel sin.

D.
And concerning Jezebel the Lord also spoke, saying:



1.
The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.


2.
The dogs shall eat whoever belongs to Ahab and dies in the city, and the 



birds of the air shall eat whoever dies in the field. 



(As Naboth had died a violent death, so would Ahab and Jezebel.)

III.
Ahab's epitaph.  (25-26)


But there was no one like Ahab:


A.
He sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of the Lord, because Jezebel his 


wife stirred him up.   (A lesson from the life of Ahab:  Be careful about those you 


become close to, especially in terms of selecting a spouse.)


B.
He behaved very abominably in following idols, according to all that the Amorites 

had done, whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel
IV.
Ahab's response. (27-29)


A.
So it was, when Ahab heard those words that he tore his clothes, put sackcloth 


on his body, fasted and lay in sackcloth, and went about mourning. 


B.
And the word of the Lord came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying:



1.
See how Ahab has humbled himself before Me? 


2.
Because he has humbled himself before Me, I will not bring the calamity 



in his days. 


3.
In the days of his son I will bring the calamity on his house. 


(In light of Ahab's response, God extended grace and mercy to him. Was this true and 
lasting repentance?  For an answer, see the next chapter.)
Study questions on chapter 21:
1.
Using verses 1-16 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What did Naboth own that Ahab wanted?



-Why did Naboth refuse Ahab's offer to purchase this property?



-What was Ahab's response to this refusal?



-What did Jezebel ask Ahab?



-What was Ahab's response to Jezebel's question?



-What comments did Jezebel make in reply to Ahab?



-Summarize the diabolical plot instigated by Jezebel.



-How did the elders and nobles of the city respond to Jezebel's plan?



-What did they do to Naboth?



-Who took possession of his property afterwards?  
2.
Using verses 17-24 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What instructions did God give to the prophet Elijah?



-What was Ahab's response to Elijah when he arrived?



-Summarize the message of the Lord to Ahab as delivered by Elijah.

3.
Using verses 25-26 and outline point III, summarize what you learn about Ahab.

4.
Using verses 27-29 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What did Ahab do when he heard the prophetic word from Elijah?


-What did God tell Elijah regarding Ahab?



-Was Ahab's repentance true and lasting?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

1 Kings 22

1 And they continued three years without war between Syria and Israel.

2 And it came to pass in the third year, that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah came down to the king of Israel.

3 And the king of Israel said unto his servants, Know ye that Ramoth in Gilead is ours, and we be still, and take it not out of the hand of the king of Syria?

4 And he said unto Jehoshaphat, Wilt thou go with me to battle to Ramoth-gilead? And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, I am as thou art, my people as thy people, my horses as thy horses.

5 And Jehoshaphat said unto the king of Israel, Inquire, I pray thee, at the word of the Lord to day.

6 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, and said unto them, Shall I go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall I forbear? And they said, Go up; for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king.

7 And Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the Lord besides, that we might inquire of him?

8 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, There is yet one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may inquire of the Lord: but I hate him; for he doth not prophesy good concerning me, but evil. And Jehoshaphat said, Let not the king say so.

9 Then the king of Israel called an officer, and said, Hasten hither Micaiah the son of Imlah.

10 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah sat each on his throne, having put on their robes, in a void place in the entrance of the gate of Samaria; and all the prophets prophesied before them.

11 And Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah made him horns of iron: and he said, Thus saith the Lord, With these shalt thou push the Syrians, until thou have consumed them.

12 And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, Go up to Ramoth-gilead, and prosper: for the Lord shall deliver it into the king's hand.

13 And the messenger that was gone to call Micaiah spake unto him, saying, Behold now, the words of the prophets declare good unto the king with one mouth: let thy word, I pray thee, be like the word of one of them, and speak that which is good.

14 And Micaiah said, As the Lord liveth, what the Lord saith unto me, that will I speak.

15 So he came to the king. And the king said unto him, Micaiah, shall we go against Ramoth-gilead to battle, or shall we forbear? And he answered him, Go, and prosper: for the Lord shall deliver it into the hand of the king.

16 And the king said unto him, How many times shall I adjure thee that thou tell me nothing but that which is true in the name of the Lord?

17 And he said, I saw all Israel scattered upon the hills, as sheep that have not a shepherd: and the Lord said, These have no master: let them return every man to his house in peace.

18 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, Did I not tell thee that he would prophesy no good concerning me, but evil?

19 And he said, Hear thou therefore the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on his throne, and all the host of heaven standing by him on his right hand and on his left.

20 And the Lord said, Who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? And one said on this manner, and another said on that manner.

21 And there came forth a spirit, and stood before the Lord, and said, I will persuade him.

22 And the Lord said unto him, Wherewith? And he said, I will go forth, and I will be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt persuade him, and prevail also: go forth, and do so.

23 Now therefore, behold, the Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets, and the Lord hath spoken evil concerning thee.

24 But Zedekiah the son of Chenaanah went near, and smote Micaiah on the cheek, and said, Which way went the Spirit of the Lord from me to speak unto thee?

25 And Micaiah said, Behold, thou shalt see in that day, when thou shalt go into an inner chamber to hide thyself.

26 And the king of Israel said, Take Micaiah, and carry him back unto Amon the governor of the city, and to Joash the king's son;

27 And say, Thus saith the king, Put this fellow in the prison, and feed him with bread of affliction and with water of affliction, until I come in peace.

28 And Micaiah said, If thou return at all in peace, the Lord hath not spoken by me. And he said, Hearken, O people, every one of you.

29 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth-gilead.

30 And the king of Israel said unto Jehoshaphat, I will disguise myself, and enter into the battle; but put thou on thy robes. And the king of Israel disguised himself, and went into the battle.

31 But the king of Syria commanded his thirty and two captains that had rule over his chariots, saying, Fight neither with small nor great, save only with the king of Israel.

32 And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, Surely it is the king of Israel. And they turned aside to fight against him: and Jehoshaphat cried out.

33 And it came to pass, when the captains of the chariots perceived that it was not the king of Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him.

34 And a certain man drew a bow at a venture, and smote the king of Israel between the joints of the harness: wherefore he said unto the driver of his chariot, Turn thine hand, and carry me out of the host; for I am wounded.

35 And the battle increased that day: and the king was stayed up in his chariot against the Syrians, and died at even: and the blood ran out of the wound into the midst of the chariot.

36 And there went a proclamation throughout the host about the going down of the sun, saying, Every man to his city, and every man to his own country.

37 So the king died, and was brought to Samaria; and they buried the king in Samaria.

38 And one washed the chariot in the pool of Samaria; and the dogs licked up his blood; and they washed his armour; according unto the word of the Lord which he spake.

39 Now the rest of the acts of Ahab, and all that he did, and the ivory house which he made, and all the cities that he built, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

40 So Ahab slept with his fathers; and Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead.

41 And Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over Judah in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel.

42 Jehoshaphat was thirty and five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and five years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi.

43 And he walked in all the ways of Asa his father; he turned not aside from it, doing that which was right in the eyes of the Lord: nevertheless the high places were not taken away; for the people offered and burnt incense yet in the high places.

44 And Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel.

45 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, and his might that he shewed, and how he warred, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

46 And the remnant of the sodomites, which remained in the days of his father Asa, he took out of the land.

47 There was then no king in Edom: a deputy was king.

48 Jehoshaphat made ships of Tharshish to go to Ophir for gold: but they went not; for the ships were broken at Ezion-geber.

49 Then said Ahaziah the son of Ahab unto Jehoshaphat, Let my servants go with thy servants in the ships. But Jehoshaphat would not.

50 And Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his father: and Jehoram his son reigned in his stead.

51 Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned two years over Israel.

52 And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and walked in the way of his father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin:

53 For he served Baal, and worshipped him, and provoked to anger the Lord God of Israel, according to all that his father had done.

Outline 22:

(Ahab's death; Jehoshaphat reigns in Judah; Ahaziah reigns in Israel.)
I.
 A visit from Jehoshaphat. (1-6) 


(2 Chronicles 18:1-27)


A.
Now three years passed without war between Syria and Israel. Then it came to 


pass, in the third year, that Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went down to visit  


Ahab, king of Israel (The son of Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, had married Athaliah, the 

daughter of Ahab and Jezebel.  It was a sinful union between a son of God and a 


daughter of the world.  It created a political alliance between Jehoshaphat and 


Ahab.) 


B.
And the king of Israel said to his servants: "Do you know that Ramoth in Gilead 


is ours, but we hesitate to take it out of the hand of the king of Syria?" 

C.
So he said to Jehoshaphat, "Will you go with me to fight at Ramoth Gilead?"


D.
Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel:



1.
I am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses.


2.
Please inquire for the word of the Lord today. 




(The good news:  Jehoshaphat asks about discerning God's will. The 



bad news:  This is not a battle in which he should have been involved.)

E.
Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets together, about four hundred men, 


and said to them, "Shall I go against Ramoth Gilead to fight, or shall I refrain?"


(These men claimed to be prophets, but they were not true prophets of the Lord.)


F.
So they said, "Go up, for the Lord will deliver it into the hand of the king." 

II.
A prophetic word from Micaiah. (7-28)


A.
And Jehoshaphat said, "Is there not still a prophet of the Lord here, that we may 


inquire of Him?"   



1.
So the king of Israel (Ahab) said to Jehoshaphat:




a.
There is still one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may 



inquire of the Lord.  (Unlike Jehoshaphat, Ahab didn't really want 




to know what the Lord had to say. ) 



b.
But I hate him, because he does not prophesy good concerning me, 




but evil.  (This was actually a compliment, as Micaiah always 




spoke a true word from God.)


2.
And Jehoshaphat said, "Let not the king say such things!" 



3.
Then the king of Israel called an officer and said, "Bring Micaiah the son 



of Imlah quickly!" 


B.
The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, having put on their robes, 


sat each on his throne, at a threshing floor at the entrance of the gate of 



Samaria and all the prophets prophesied before them. 


1.
Now Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, had made horns of iron for himself 



(as a symbol of their military might). And he said, "Thus says the Lord: 



'With these you shall gore the Syrians until they are destroyed.'" 




2.
And all the prophets prophesied so, saying, "Go up to Ramoth Gilead and 



prosper, for the Lord will deliver it into the king's hand."   (They were 



saying what the king wanted to hear.)

C.
Then the messenger who had gone to call Micaiah spoke to him, saying:



1.
Now listen, the words of the prophets with one accord encourage the king. 


2.
Please, let your word be like the word of one of them, and speak 




encouragement.   (People will try to persuade you to join the majority to 



gain favor with man, to bring your message into conformity with what is 



popular and accepted.  Don't do it!) 

D.
And Micaiah said, "As the Lord lives, whatever the Lord says to me, that I will 


speak." 


E.
Then he came to the king and the king said to him, "Micaiah, shall we go to war 


against Ramoth Gilead, or shall we refrain?"
And he answered him, "Go and 


prosper, for the Lord will deliver it into the hand of the king!"   (Micaiah is 


ridiculing the king by parroting what the false prophets said.  But the king sees 


right through this charade.)

F.
So the king said to him, "How many times shall I make you swear that you tell me 

nothing but the truth in the name of the Lord?" 


G.
Then he said:



1.
I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd 



(no king).
 

2.
And the Lord said:




a.
These have no master. 



b.
Let each return to his house in peace.


H.
And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, "Did I not tell you he would not 


prophesy good concerning me, but evil?" 


I.
Then Micaiah said: Therefore hear the word of the Lord: 


(Micaiah now reveals the inspiration behind the word of the false prophets.)



1.
I saw the Lord sitting on His throne, and all the host of heaven standing 



by, on His right hand and on His left.


2.
And the Lord said, 'Who will persuade Ahab to go up, that he may fall at 



Ramoth Gilead?' 


3.
So one spoke in this manner, and another spoke in that manner. 


4.
Then a spirit came forward and stood before the Lord, and said, 'I will 



persuade him.' 



a.
The Lord said to him, 'In what way?' 



b.
So he said, 'I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouth of all his 



prophets.' 


5.
And the Lord said:




a.
You shall persuade him, and also prevail. 



b.
Go out and do so.



(The evil spirit behind the false prophecies would entice Ahab to Ramoth 



Gilead
and to his death.)



6.
Therefore look! The Lord has put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these 



prophets of yours, and the Lord has declared disaster against you. 



(All of these false prophets had a lying spirit operating through them.  



Always remember:  Behind everything that happens in the natural world, 



there is a spiritual cause.)


J.
Now Zedekiah, the son of Chenaanah, went near and struck Micaiah on the cheek, 

and said, "Which way did the spirit from the Lord go from me to speak to you?" 


K.
And Micaiah said, "Indeed, you shall see on that day when you go into an inner 


chamber to hide!" 


L.
So the king of Israel said, "Take Micaiah, and return him to Amon the governor of 

the city and to Joash the king's son; and say:  Thus says the king: 'Put this fellow 


in prison, and feed him with bread of affliction and water of affliction, until I 


come in peace.'"

M.
But Micaiah said:



1.
If you ever return in peace, then the Lord has not spoken by me.


2.
Take heed, all you people! 

III.
Ahab dies in battle.  (29-40)

(2 Chronicles 18:28-34)


A.
So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Judah went up to Ramoth 


Gilead.   (They went to battle, disregarding the prophecy of the man of God.)

B.
And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, "I will disguise myself and go into 


battle; but you put on your robes." So the king of Israel--Ahab--disguised himself 


and went into battle.   (He was setting Jehoshaphat up to be killed, as there was a 


personal vendetta against Ahab and Jehoshaphat would be the only recognizable 


king in battle.  In addition, Ahab was seeking to avoid the death penalty that had 


been declared by the prophet of God.  There is no disguise that will eliminate 


God's judgment.  Only true repentance does that.)

C.
Now the king of Syria had commanded the thirty-two captains of his chariots, 


saying, "Fight with no one small or great, but only with the king of Israel."

D.
So it was, when the captains of the chariots saw Jehoshaphat, that they said, 


"Surely it is the king of Israel!" 


1.
Therefore they turned aside to fight against him, and Jehoshaphat cried 



out. 


2.
And it happened, when the captains of the chariots saw that it was not the 



king of Israel, that they turned back from pursuing him. 

E.
Now a certain man drew a bow at random and struck the king of Israel  (Ahab)


between the joints of his armor. 


1.
So he said to the driver of his chariot, "Turn around and take me out of the 


battle, for I am wounded."  (The enemy has an "arrow" with your name on 


it, so to speak. Only by obeying God can you avoid being struck by it.)


2.
The battle increased that day; and Ahab was propped up in his chariot, 



facing the Syrians, and died at evening. 


3.
The blood ran out from the wound onto the floor of the chariot. 




4.
Then, as the sun was going down, a shout went throughout the army, 



saying, "Every man to his city, and every man to his own country!" 


F.
So the king died, and was brought to Samaria. 


1.
And they buried Ahab in Samaria. 


2.
Then someone washed the chariot at a pool in Samaria, and the dogs 



licked up his blood while the harlots bathed, according to the word of the 



Lord which He had spoken. 


G.
Now the rest of the acts of Ahab--and all that he did, the ivory house which he 


built and all the cities that he built--are they not written in the book of the 



chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

H.
So Ahab rested with his fathers. Then Ahaziah his son reigned in his place. 

IV.
Jehoshaphat reigns in Judah.  (41-50) 


(2 Chronicles 20:31-21:1)


A.
Jehoshaphat, the son of Asa, had become king over Judah in the fourth year of 


Ahab king of Israel.


1.
Jehoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he became king, and he 



reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem. 


2.
His mother's name was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi.

B.
And he walked in all the ways of his father Asa. He did not turn aside from them, 


doing what was right in the eyes of the Lord.   


1.
Nevertheless the high places were not taken away, for the people offered 



sacrifices and burned incense on the high places. 


2.
Also Jehoshaphat made peace with the king of Israel (wicked king Ahab). 


C.
Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, the might that he showed, and how he 


made war, are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

D.
And the rest of the perverted persons, who remained in the days of his father Asa, 


he banished from the land. 

F.
There was then no king in Edom, only a deputy of the king.  (Edom was governed 


by a deputy appointed by the king.)

G.
Jehoshaphat made merchant ships to go to Ophir for gold, but they never sailed, 


for the ships were wrecked at Ezion Geber. 


1.
Then Ahaziah the son of Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, "Let my servants go 



with your servants in the ships." 


2.
But Jehoshaphat would not.  (He would not form an alliance with 




Ahaziah.)

H.
And Jehoshaphat rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the 


City of David his father. 

I.
Then Jehoram his son reigned in his place. 
V.
Ahaziah reigns in Israel.  (51-53) 


A.
Ahaziah the son of Ahab became king over Israel in Samaria in the seventeenth 


year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned two years over Israel.

B.
He did evil in the sight of the Lord.



1.
He walked in the way of his father, in the way of his mother, and in the 



way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin.


2.
He served Baal and worshiped him.



3.
He provoked the Lord God of Israel to anger according to all that his father 


had done.

(This chapter reflects four different attitudes towards God's Word:


-The messenger:  He could not control it, although he tried to dictate to Michaiah what 
to say.

-Michaiah: He could not conceal it.  He must deliver it regardless of the response by an 
audience that did not want to hear it.)   


-Ahab:  He could not change it--even though he tried by trying to cover up through a 
disguise.


-Jehoshaphat:  He could not compromise it. His compromise of going into a battle 
which 
God had warned against almost cost him his life!

Study questions on chapter 22:
1.
Using verses 1-6 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-How many years of peace existed between Syria and Israel?



-What request did Ahab make when Jehoshaphat visited him?



-What was Jehoshaphat's response to Ahab's request?



-What did Jehoshaphat request prior to entering the battle?



-What was the message from the false prophets concerning the impending battle?

2.
Using verses 7-28 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What request did Jehoshaphat make?



-What was Ahab's response to Jehoshaphat's request?



-Describe what was going on in the throne room when Micaiah arrived.



-What was Micaiah advised to do?



-What was Micaiah's response to this advice?



-What did Micaiah first tell the king and how did the king respond?



-Summarize the actual message from the Lord eventually given by Micaiah.  



-What spirit had been operating in Ahab's prophets?



-What command did Ahab give regarding Micaiah and what was Micaiah's 


response?
3.
Using verses 29-40 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Against whom did the two kings go to war?



-What did Ahab tell Jehoshaphat to do?



-What had the king of Syria commanded his troops to do in battle?



-Who did these troops pursue thinking it was Ahab?



-Describe the events surrounding the death of Ahab.




-How was he wounded?




-Where did he die?




-What prophetic words were fulfilled at the time of his death?




-Where was he buried?

4.
Using verses 41-50 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-How old was Jehoshaphat when he began to reign in Judah?



-For how many years did he reign?



-What was his mother's name?



-What good things did Jehoshaphat do?



-What did he fail to do?



-With whom did Jehoshaphat refuse to form an alliance?



-Who reigned in Jehoshaphat's place after his death?

5.
Using verses 51-53 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Who became king of Israel after Ahab's death?



-What do you learn about his reign?

6.
Using the final outline notes, discuss the attitudes toward Gods Word as exhibited by: 



-Ahab.   -Jehoshaphat.  -Ahaziah. -Michaiah.
7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

*INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF 
SECOND KINGS
AUTHOR:  Unknown.  Possibly Jeremiah.

TO WHOM:  Israel but also written to all generations of believers: Romans 15:4 and 
1 Corinthians 10:11.

PURPOSE:    Continues the record of  God's dealings with His people, Israel.

KEY VERSES:   And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.

(2 Kings 2:9-10)
LIFE AND MINISTRY PRINCIPLE:  Kingdoms of this world are temporal: They rise and fall under God's control.  Man is unable to rule himself.  God is merciful, giving ample opportunity to repent, but judgment eventually results if we fail to turn to Him.  
MAIN CHARACTERS:  Kings of Israel and Judah (see chart on the kings).  The prophets Elijah and Elisha
A BRIEF OUTLINE:


I.
Ministry of Elijah/Elisha and the continuing record of the kings of Israel: 1:1-10:36.
II.
Reigns of the kings of Israel and Judah: 11:1-17:41.
III.
Reigns of Judah's kings: Hezekiah to Zedekiah: l8:1-25:30.

(Use the charts of the kings in the Supplemental Studies as you study 2 Kings.)

REPETITIONS:  Although there is much similar material in the books of 2 Samuel, the Kings, and the Chronicles, each book is written to accomplish a specific purpose.  The books of 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings present the political history of both Israel and Judah.  In 1 and 2 Chronicles a detailed religious history of Judah is presented.  The books of 2 Samuel and 1 and 2 Kings focus on the rulers and prophets of the period.  The books of 1 and 2 Chronicles focus on the priests and the Temple. The books of the Kings reflect man's viewpoint, while the books of Chronicles reflect God's viewpoint. As you study these books, look for the differing emphases of the material which is repeated.

QUESTIONS ON THE INTRODUCTION:
1.
Who wrote the book?

2.
To whom is the book written?

3.
What is the purpose of the book?

4.
What are the key verses?

5.
What is the life and ministry principle of this book?

6.
Who are the main characters?

7.
Give a brief outline of the book.

8.
Explain the reason for the repetitions in the books of 2 Samuel, Kings, and the 
Chronicles.

(It is suggested that you read 1 and 2 Samuel, 1 and 2 Kings, and 1 and 2 Chronicles in sequential order, as each book relates to the previous one.  The books of 2 Kings and 2 Chronicles parallel each other.  A question that often arises regarding the books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles is why so many wars are fought by God's people.  It is important to understand that these were not jihads staged because of some oppressive religion trying to take control. Israel had a specific call from God to eliminate the heathen from their Promised Land.  They were used by God to execute judgment on these vile nations.  As believers, we are not called to do this.  Vengeance is God's and He will execute divine judgment at the end of the ages: Romans 12:19.)

OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF SECOND KINGS

2 Kings 1

1 Then Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab.

2 And Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in his upper chamber that was in Samaria, and was sick: and he sent messengers, and said unto them, Go, inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron whether I shall recover of this disease.

3 But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite, Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and say unto them, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that ye go to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron?

4 Now therefore thus saith the Lord, Thou shalt not come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die. And Elijah departed.

5 And when the messengers turned back unto him, he said unto them, Why are ye now turned back?

6 And they said unto him, There came a man up to meet us, and said unto us, Go, turn again unto the king that sent you, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Is it not because there is not a God in Israel, that thou sendest to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron? therefore thou shalt not come down from that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die.

7 And he said unto them, What manner of man was he which came up to meet you, and told you these words?

8 And they answered him, He was an hairy man, and girt with a girdle of leather about his loins. And he said, It is Elijah the Tishbite.

9 Then the king sent unto him a captain of fifty with his fifty. And he went up to him: and, behold, he sat on the top of an hill. And he spake unto him, Thou man of God, the king hath said, Come down.

10 And Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty, If I be a man of God, then let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And there came down fire from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.

11 Again also he sent unto him another captain of fifty with his fifty. And he answered and said unto him, O man of God, thus hath the king said, Come down quickly.

12 And Elijah answered and said unto them, If I be a man of God, let fire come down from heaven, and consume thee and thy fifty. And the fire of God came down from heaven, and consumed him and his fifty.

13 And he sent again a captain of the third fifty with his fifty. And the third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and besought him, and said unto him, O man of God, I pray thee, let my life, and the life of these fifty thy servants, be precious in thy sight.

14 Behold, there came fire down from heaven, and burnt up the two captains of the former fifties with their fifties: therefore let my life now be precious in thy sight.

15 And the angel of the Lord said unto Elijah, Go down with him: be not afraid of him. And he arose, and went down with him unto the king.

16 And he said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Forasmuch as thou hast sent messengers to inquire of Baal-zebub the god of Ekron, is it not because there is no God in Israel to inquire of his word? therefore thou shalt not come down off that bed on which thou art gone up, but shalt surely die.

17 So he died according to the word of the Lord which Elijah had spoken. And Jehoram reigned in his stead in the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah; because he had no son.

18 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah which he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

Outline 1:
(Read 1 Kings 22:51-53 as an introduction to 2 Kings.)

(Elijah and Ahaziah: Ahaziah is judged.)
I.
Ahaziah is injured.  (1-2)

A.
Moab rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab.  (Ahab's death is recorded in 

the closing chapter of 1 Kings.) 


B.
Now Ahaziah fell through the lattice of his upper room in Samaria, and was 


injured; so he sent messengers and said to them, "Go, inquire of Baal-Zebub, the 


god of Ekron, whether I shall recover from this injury."  (How often do we turn to 


science, education, secular psychology, etc. for answers, instead of turning to 


God? Ahaziah turned to Baal instead of the true God of Israel.)
II.
Elijah's message to Ahaziah.  (3-8)


A.
But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the Tishbite:



1.
Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria.



2.
Say to them:




a.
Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire 




of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?  (Ahaziah believed God lived, 




but he lived as if there was no God in Israel.  Many people today 




believe in God and call themselves "Christian" as opposed to 




being atheists, but they do not live as true believers.)



b.
Now therefore (for this reason), thus says the Lord: 'You shall not 




come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall 




surely die.' 


3.
So Elijah departed. 


B.
And when the messengers returned to him, he said to them, "Why have you come 


back?" 


C.
So they said to him:



1.
A man came up to meet us, and said to us: 'Go, return to the king who sent 


you, and say to him: Thus says the Lord: 



a.
Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are sending to 




inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron? 



b.
Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you 




have gone up, but you shall surely die. 


(Instead of being spokesmen for Baal, these men became messengers of God's 


Word to the King.) 



2.
Then he said to them, "What kind of man was it who came up to meet you 



and told you these words?" 



3.
So they answered him, "A hairy man wearing a leather belt around his 



waist."  


4.
And he said, "It is Elijah the Tishbite." 
III.
Ahaziah sends troops to confront Elijah.  (9-14)

A.
Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty with his fifty men. 


1.
So he went up to him--and there he was, sitting on the top of a hill. 


2.
And he spoke to him: "Man of God, the king has said, 'Come down!'" 



3.
So Elijah answered and said to the captain of fifty: "If I am a man of God, 



then let fire come down from heaven and consume you and your fifty 



men." 


4.
And fire came down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty. 

B.
Then he sent to him another captain of fifty with his fifty men.



1.
And he answered and said to him: "Man of God, thus has the king said, 



'Come down quickly!'" 



2.
 So Elijah answered and said to them, "If I am a man of God, let fire come 



down from heaven and consume you and your fifty men." 


3.
And the fire of God came down and consumed him and his fifty.

C.
Again, he sent a third captain of fifty with his fifty men. 


And the third captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before 


Elijah, and pleaded with him, and said to him: 


1.
Man of God, please let my life and the life of these fifty servants of yours 



be precious in your sight.


2.
Look, fire has come down from heaven and burned up the first two 




captains of fifties with their fifties. 


3.
But let my life now be precious in your sight. 


(This man had learned from the experiences of the previous two delegations.)
IV.
Elijah confronts Ahaziah.  (15-18)


A.
And the angel of the Lord said to Elijah, "Go down with him; do not be afraid of 


him." So he arose and went down with him to the king. 

B.
Then Elijah said to him thus says the Lord: 


1.
Because you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-Zebub, the god of 



Ekron, is it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of His word? 


2.
Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone 



up, but you shall surely die. 


C.
So Ahaziah died according to the word of the Lord which Elijah had spoken. 


1.
Because he had no son, his brother Jehoram became king in his place, in 



the second year of Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah. 



2.
Now the rest of the acts of Ahaziah which he did, are they not written in 



the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

Study questions on chapter 1:
1.
What do you learn in 1 Kings 22:51-53 that sets the stage of the book of 2 Kings?

2.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point  I, answer the following questions.



-Who rebelled against Israel after the death of Ahab?



-What happened to king Ahaziah?



-To whom did Ahaziah send a message?



-What did Azhaziah ask? 

3.
Using verses 3-8 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Where did the angel of the Lord tell Elijah to go?



-Summarize the message Elijah was to deliver to these men.



-What message did the men give the king upon his return?



-How is Elijah described in this passage?

4.
Using verses 9-14 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.


-What message did the king send to Elijah?


-What happened to the first group of messengers sent by the king to Elijah?



-What happened to the second group of messengers sent by the king to Elijah?



-What did the third group of messengers request of Elijah?

5.
Using verses 15-18 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What did the angel of the Lord tell Elijah to do?



-Summarize the message of the Lord given by Elijah to King Ahaziah.



-Who reigned in Ahaziah's place?
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 2

1 And it came to pass, when the Lord would take up Elijah into heaven by a whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, Tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Bethel. And Elisha said unto him, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they went down to Bethel.

3 And the sons of the prophets that were at Bethel came forth to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.

4 And Elijah said unto him, Elisha, tarry here, I pray thee; for the Lord hath sent me to Jericho. And he said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. So they came to Jericho.

5 And the sons of the prophets that were at Jericho came to Elisha, and said unto him, Knowest thou that the Lord will take away thy master from thy head to day? And he answered, Yea, I know it; hold ye your peace.

6 And Elijah said unto him, Tarry, I pray thee, here; for the Lord hath sent me to Jordan. And he said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And they two went on.

7 And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went, and stood to view afar off: and they two stood by Jordan.

8 And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground.

9 And it came to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, before I be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let a double portion of thy spirit be upon me.

10 And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.

11 And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.

12 And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold of his own clothes, and rent them in two pieces.

13 He took up also the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan;

14 And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the Lord God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over.

15 And when the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before him.

16 And they said unto him, Behold now, there be with thy servants fifty strong men; let them go, we pray thee, and seek thy master: lest peradventure the Spirit of the Lord hath taken him up, and cast him upon some mountain, or into some valley. And he said, Ye shall not send.

17 And when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, Send. They sent therefore fifty men; and they sought three days, but found him not.

18 And when they came again to him, (for he tarried at Jericho,) he said unto them, Did I not say unto you, Go not?

19 And the men of the city said unto Elisha, Behold, I pray thee, the situation of this city is pleasant, as my lord seeth: but the water is naught, and the ground barren.

20 And he said, Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And they brought it to him.

21 And he went forth unto the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in there, and said, Thus saith the Lord, I have healed these waters; there shall not be from thence any more death or barren land.

22 So the waters were healed unto this day, according to the saying of Elisha which he spake.

23 And he went up from thence unto Bethel: and as he was going up by the way, there came forth little children out of the city, and mocked him, and said unto him, Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head.

24 And he turned back, and looked on them, and cursed them in the name of the Lord. And there came forth two she bears out of the wood, and tare forty and two children of them.

25 And he went from thence to mount Carmel, and from thence he returned to Samaria.

Outline 2:

(Elijah ascends to Heaven. Elisha assumes his mantle.) 

I.
Gilgal to Bethel. (1-4)

A.
And it came to pass, when the Lord was about to take up Elijah into heaven by a 


whirlwind, that Elijah went with Elisha from Gilgal.

B.
Then Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here, please, for the Lord has sent me on to 


Bethel."


C.
But Elisha said, "As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you!" 


So they went down to Bethel. 


D.
Now the sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to 


him, "Do you know that the Lord will take away your master from over you 


today?"   (Samuel started schools for the prophets.  See also 1 Samuel 10:10 and 


1 Kings 18:13.  The sons of the prophets in training knew Elijah would be taken 


away, but only Elisha persevered to follow him and request the double portion.)


E.
And he said, "Yes, I know; keep silent!" 


F.
Then Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here, please, for the Lord has sent me on to 


Jericho."


G.
But he said, "As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you!" 

H.
So they came to Jericho. 
II.
Jericho.  (5-6)

A.
Now the sons of the prophets who were at Jericho came to Elisha and said to him, 


"Do you know that the Lord will take away your master from over you today?"


B.
So he answered, "Yes, I know; keep silent!" 


C.
Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here, please, for the Lord has sent me on to the 


Jordan."


D.
But he said, "As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will not leave you!" 

E.
So the two of them went on. 
III.
Jordan.  (7-8)


A.
And fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and stood facing them at a 



distance, while the two of them stood by the Jordan.  (Moses used a shepherd's 


rod.  Elijah uses a prophet's mantle.  The rod and the mantle were symbolic of 


their different ministries.)

B.
Now Elijah took his mantle, rolled it up, struck the water, and it was divided 


this way and that, so that the two of them crossed over on dry ground. 

IV.
The double portion request.  (9-10)


A.
And so it was, when they had crossed over, that Elijah said to Elisha, "Ask! What 


may I do for you, before I am taken away from you?"


B.
Elisha said, "Please let a double portion of your spirit be upon me."  



(Deuteronomy 21:17 establishes the right of a father to bestow a double portion 


to his principal heir.  Elisha is requesting a double portion of prophetic power.)  


C.
So he said:



1.
You have asked a hard thing. 


2.
Nevertheless, if you see me when I am taken from you, it shall be so for 



you; but if not, it shall not be so.


(One of the greatest things you can leave behind when you depart from this world 


is a person prepared to take your place in ministry.  This is why mentoring the 


younger generation is so important.

V.
Elijah departs.  (11-14)


A.
Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire 


appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by 

a whirlwind into heaven. 


B.
And Elisha saw it, and he cried out, "My father, my father, the chariot of Israel 


and its horsemen!" 


1.
So he saw him no more. And he took hold of his own clothes and tore 



them into two pieces.   (Tearing clothes was a sign of mourning.  In 



Elisha's case however, these were the clothes of a disciple.  He would not 



need them anymore.  He would assume the mantle of a prophet.)


2.
He also took up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and went 



back and stood by the bank of the Jordan.


3.
Then he took the mantle of Elijah that had fallen from him, and struck the 



water, 
and said, "Where is the Lord God of Elijah?"   (His faith was not in 


the departed prophet or the mantle itself, but in the Lord God of Elijah.  



Elisha had to take up the mantle of a prophet.  What God-ordained 



spiritual mantles are waiting for you to pick up?)


4.
And when he also had struck the water, it was divided this way and that; 



and Elisha crossed over. 



(Our cry should be similar:  Where is the Lord God of Elijah?   Look to 



God instead of man.)
(Elijah(s ministry does not end with the call of Elisha recorded in 1 Kings 19.  For several years, he mentored Elisha, preparing him to receive the mantle of the anointing that would be passed on to him.  Many political changes occurred during these years that Elijah and Elisha walked together.  In 1 Kings 20:1-34 is the account of Israel(s war with Syria, which lasted around two years, followed by three years of peace between Israel and Syria: 1 Kings 22:1.  During these years, Ahab joined forces with Syria to fight against Assyria, only to engage later in battle with Syria again.   In 2 Kings 21 is a sad story of Ahab and Jezebel killing Naboth in order to seize his vineyard.  Elijah(s strong rebuke concerning this is found in 1 Kings 21:17-23.  Ahab died in a battle as predicted: 1 Kings 22:1-38.  Jezebel also died as prophesied by Elijah.    Their evil son ascended to the throne, following the pattern of his evil father and mother:1 Kings 22:52-53. According to the word of the Lord spoken by Elijah, he died soon after taking the throne of Israel: 2 Kings 1:1-18.   During these tumultuous times, Elijah continued to be a strong prophetic voice, rebuking evil and declaring God(s judgment: 2 Kings 1:15-16 and 21:17-23.
Finally, there came the day when Elijah knew he was to be taken to Heaven and it was time for passing the mantle on to Elisha.  Let us retrace their footsteps as Elijah literally walked Elisha into the mantle of the anointing, for there are many vital truths concealed in this account.  There is prophetic purpose in each location they visited:

Gilgal: 2 Kings 2:1-2. Elijah and Elisha journeyed first to a place called Gilgal which represents foundational truths.  This was the site between Jordan and Jericho where Israel first camped after crossing the Jordan River and it was here that Joshua laid the foundation of the 12 stones of remembrance.  It is the place of beginnings historically for Israel: Joshua 4:l9-24. To receive the double-portion anointing, you must first have the proper spiritual foundation.  If you build your ministry on the shifting sands of man(s opinion and methods, it will not stand.  If you build upon the Rock, Christ Jesus, it will endure:  Hebrews 6:1-3 and 1 Corinthians 3:10-15.  Don(t build on education, denomination, or tradition.  Lay the foundation of your life and ministry on Jesus Christ, get the basics right, then build the superstructure.  Many lives and ministries have collapsed during the storms of life because they didn't get the foundation right.

Bethel: 2 Kings 2:3-4. The next place Elijah and Elisha visited is Bethel.

-Bethel is a place of revelation.   Bethel is first mentioned in Genesis 12:8  It is here that God appeared to Abraham with the revelation that his seed would inherit the promised land.   

God will bring you to the place of revelation repeatedly, each time He wants to do a new thing in your life.  But you cannot remain here.  You must go forth and act upon the revelation you receive.  If you tarry at the place of revelation, you will never see its manifestation.

-Bethel is a place of worship: When Abraham visited Bethel, he built an altar and called upon the name of the Lord.  You must learn to worship if you are to journey on with the prophet into this anointing.

-Bethel is a place of renewal:   After Abraham(s tragic failure in Egypt, where he lied and deceived, he knew where to go to make things right again.  He returned to Bethel to renew his consecration to God: Genesis 13:3-4.  

-Bethel is a place of separation:  God told Abraham to leave his family behind when he departed for the promised land, but Abraham took Lot along with him.  God saw the weakness in Lot and knew it meant trouble for Abraham.  The conflict between them eventually resulted in a parting of the ways. It was only after Lot departed that God once again spoke to Abraham, promising to make his seed as the dust of the earth.  Who and what you hang on to and refuse to release can stifle God(s revelation in your life.

-Bethel is a place of decision:  It was from Bethel that Lot viewed the cities of the Jordan.  He saw, chose for himself, separated from the man of God, moved towards the world, and ended up sitting in the gates with ungodly elders and giving his daughters in marriage in Sodom.  When Jacob first visited this same site, he had a powerful revelation, but he didn't really grasp it.  He tried to bargain with God and wanted to build a memorial.  On his second visit to Bethel, Jacob(s life was changed when he finally surrendered to God.    Bethel is a place of decision.  It is not a place to build monuments and try to bargain with God

Jericho: 2 Kings 2:4-6. Their next stop was Jericho, an important city which guarded the fords of the Jordan River.  Jericho represents the appeal of the world and the flesh.  You will recall that it was these cities which attracted Lot as he viewed them from Bethel.  Many men and women of God have established their foundations--Gilgal-- and received a revelation from God 
--Bethel--only to succumb to the temptations of Jericho. Jericho also represents the place of battle.   It was here that Israel launched their invasion of the promised land and this was where Elijah battled with Ahab,  Jezebel, and the evil prophets.   
Jordan: 2 Kings 2:7-8.  Jordan is symbolic of death.  Joshua and the people of Israel had to cross Jordan and die to the old life of Egypt and the wilderness wanderings.  Elijah, too, must cross and Elisha must go through these waters.  Even Jesus waded into the Jordan River, symbolic of death to the old life through water baptism.  Jordan was a barrier to their destination and it is symbolic of the barriers that would keep you from entering into the double-portion anointing.  What is standing in your way?  What is the (Jordan( that is  hindering you from taking up this mantle?  You must press through it if you are to receive the double-portion anointing.  You will note that in 2 Kings 2:7 there were 50 prophets who followed Elijah and Elisha from Jericho to Jordan, but only one received the mantle. That was the one who persevered on to cross over Jordan.  

If you cannot pass the spiritual tests of Gilgal, Bethel, Jericho, and Jordan, then you will never receive the double-portion anointing.   As Elijah departed, Elisha witnessed it, but he was seeing more than his mentor being taken.  He was seeing into the spirit world.  As Elijah(s mantle fluttered down, Elisha picked it up.  He knew this sacred piece of cloth was a token of his divine mandate.  He knew it was symbolic of his authority to carry on the work Elijah had begun.) 

VI.
The sons of the prophets.  (15-18)

A.
Now when the sons of the prophets who were from Jericho saw him, they said, 


"The spirit of Elijah rests on Elisha." 


1.
And they came to meet him, and bowed to the ground before him. 


2.
Then they said to him:




a.
Look now, there are fifty strong men with your servants. 



b.
Please let them go and search for your master, lest perhaps the 




Spirit of the Lord has taken him up and cast him upon some 




mountain or into some valley.

B.
And he said, "You shall not send anyone." 


C.
But when they urged him till he was ashamed, he said, "Send them!" 

D.
Therefore they sent fifty men, and they searched for three days but did not find 


him. 

E.
And when they came back to him--for he had stayed in Jericho--he said to them, 


"Did I not say to you, 'Do not go'?" 
(There were 50 prophets of God watching from a distance on the other side of Jordan.  When they saw the waters part for Elisha as they had for his mentor, they acknowledged that the spirit of Elijah rested upon him.  These same men, despite Elisha(s protests, decided they would search for Elijah in the mountains, believing that surely he could not be gone. Those standing at a distance never got it.  They didn't realize what was happening between Elisha and Elijah.  They did not receive the double-portion anointing, and they didn't even understand the finality of Elijah(s departure.  They went searching for the anointed one instead of receiving the anointing that one had left behind. They sought the prophet with the (big name(.  After all, Elijah was known for his miracles and his demonstration of power over the servants of Baal.  They returned discouraged and sad because the mantle is not in Elijah--the mantle is the spirit and power of Elijah.)  

VII.
Elisha heals the waters.  (19-22) 


A.
Then the men of the city said to Elisha, "Please notice, the situation of this city is 


pleasant, as my lord sees, but the water is bad and the ground barren."   (The city 


of Jericho was under a curse, so it is no wonder that the water was bad:  



Joshua 6:26.)

B.
And he said, "Bring me a new bowl, and put salt in it." So they brought it to him. 
C.
Then he went out to the source of the water, and cast in the salt there, and said, 


"Thus says the Lord: 'I have healed this water; from it there shall be no more death 

or barrenness.'"  (Salt is symbolic of the Word of God which cleanses, heals, and 


preserves. The salt of the Word purifies from the bitterness of sin and death.  


Salt was not a scientific solution, but used by God to bring a miraculous cure.)

D.
So the water remains healed to this day, according to the word of Elisha which he 


spoke. 

(There is a great spiritual truth in this account of healing of the waters. Water in Scripture is a symbol of the Word that cleanses, refreshes, and gives life.  Bad water portrays the opposite.  The polluted waters in this story represent hurting humanity, men and women polluted by sin(those whose lives have been marred by adultery, fornication, murder, abuse, and every kind of evil.  It is for this purpose that the mantle of the anointing rests upon us: To heal the waters of hurting humanity.  As in the natural example of Elisha healing the waters, it will take a new cruse.  You cannot bring healing when you are pouring out of old vessels of tradition.  Jesus said new bottles were necessary for new wine: Mark 2:22.  Cleansing spiritual waters will require salt.  Salt in the Bible is used as a preservative that retards spoil, a seasoning, and a healing agent.  Jesus declared: "Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men":  Matthew 5:13.  As salt in the world, you will retard evil.  You will season the world with the Gospel and become God(s healing agent.  Salt also causes thirst.  As you act as salt in the earth, men and women will thirst for the reality of the Gospel. But remember:  Salt, when it is put into a wound, causes pain.  As you reach out to touch a polluted world, you may get negative reactions.  Some people don(t want to hear the truth because it hurts too much, but if you continue to do what Jesus said the salt will inevitably take effect.  To heal the waters required action.  Elisha could have joined the men of the city in bemoaning their fate, but instead, he did something about it.  It is time for God(s people to rise up and take a stand against the pollution of this day.  It is time for us to reach out and snatch people from the barren lands of sin and say to them, (Be healed!()
VIII.
Elisha calls down judgment.  (23-24)


A.
Then he went up from there to Bethel; and as he was going up the road, some 


youths came from the city and mocked him, and said to him, "Go up, you 



baldhead! Go up, you baldhead.


B.
So he turned around and looked at them, and pronounced a curse on them in the 


name of the Lord. And two female bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-


two of the youths. 
(Elisha was on the way to Bethel, which( means (house of God( or (place of God,( speaking of worship and fellowship with God. There was also a school of the prophets in Bethel, but in spite of this the city was idolatrous and anything but a center of worship. Hosea, who ministered years after Elisha, called this city "Bethaven", meaning (house of wickedness( : Hosea 4:15; 5:8; 10:5.   King Jeroboam had set one of the golden calf idols in this city:  1 Kings 12:26-29.  No wonder the youth were corrupt!

The words (and as he was going . . .( calls attention to the time of the attack. It occurred in the  process of his travel to the city.   Elisha had just moved to a new level in God, having received the mantle of Elijah and performed his first miracles.  As you go forth to bear the Word to a lost world and the anointing of God flows through you,  spiritual attacks will increase.  
The description of  (little children( in the King James Version, actually misses the true meaning in this passage. These were not children, but young men. The word (lads( is the Hebrew (naar( and was used of servants, soldiers, of Isaac when he was 28 years old, and of Joseph when he was 39 years old. This was like a modern-day gang of thugs,  most likely students of the false prophets.  This gang came out of the city and mocked Elisha, saying (Go up, you baldhead.( (Mocked( is the Hebrew (galas( and denotes scornful belittling.  Disrespect is one of the issues you will face repeatedly as you minister in the double-portion anointing.  

These young men under  Satan(s influence were attacking not only Elisha, the man of God, but they were also attacking his message, the Word of God.  These attacks are typical of the methods Satan uses to attack the work of God.  He attacks the message,  the messenger, and both.  He seeks to discredit you and your message.  This is why the miracle-working power of God is so important.  Miracles confirm both the message and the messenger.  
Most important in this account is Elisha(s reaction and God(s response.   Elisha did not turn and run.  He did not argue with them.  He did not complain about the attack, nor did he debate with the young men.  This teaches us that when trouble comes, we should never resort to the methods of the world.

Elisha cursed these mockers. This may seem out of character for the man of God, but you must remember--this was an attack upon the message and the messenger.  It was not a personal squabble, but involved Elisha(s divine destiny and the veracity of God Almighty.  His life was most likely in jeopardy from these thugs.  The key here is in the meaning of the word (curse.( It does not mean to swear with dirty words, but it means to ask for the removal of the blessed state which brings God(s protection, provision, and blessing.  Elisha saw that these rebellious youths were unresponsive to correction, so he simply turned them over to God.  Immediately, two female bears came out of the brush and mauled the young men. God does not view lightly attacks upon His anointed servants.  God had warned that this would be one of the judgments for rejecting him:  Leviticus 26:21-22.  When they rejected God's messenger, they rejected God Himself:  1 Samuel 8:7.
This story confirms that God is with you as you go forth to accomplish His purposes.  It confirms that there are forces that would try to divert or destroy you and prevent you from accomplishing His purposes.  The rebellious youths also provide a lesson that you reap what you sow and that your decisions and behavior has consequences:  Galatians 6:7.)

IX.
Then he went from there to Mount Carmel, and from there he returned to Samaria.  (25)

(Elisha took up residence in Ahab's capitol city.)

(Moses, Joshua, and Elijah had done miracles:  Parting the sea, healing the water, calling down judgment.  These men are gone, but God is still the same.  Elisha parts the sea, heals the water, and calls down judgment.)
(The mantle of Elijah plays a prominent role in the dramatic account recorded in this chapter.  The word “mantle,” as used in this passage, means “covered with a covering.”  Elijah’s mantle was more than just a piece of cloth.   It very possibly was the traditional prayer shawl worn by Hebrew men. It was a divine token that was symbolic of three powerful spiritual truths:
1.   Divine Intimacy: The first mention we have of Elijah’s mantle is in 1 Kings 19:13 when Elijah had fled to Mt. Horeb, tired and discouraged from his conflicts with the evil king and the prophets of Baal. It was here that God spoke to Elijah in a still, small voice and comforted him.  Elijah wrapped his face in his mantled and it became a symbol of intimate relationship with God.
2.  Supernatural Calling:  The second mention of Elijah’s mantle is found in the same chapter when Elijah cast his mantle upon Elisha.  It was a normal, routine day and the young man, Elisha, was hard at work plowing in a field.
Suddenly, the Prophet of God came by and threw the mantle of divine authority over him and his entire life and destiny changed in an instant.

There was something so powerful invested in that mantle that when it was thrown over Elisha it caused him to leave life as he knew it and follow the Prophet Elijah without reservation.

3.  Invested Authority:  In 2 Kings 19 we witness that the authority of God was invested in this mantle.  As Elijah was taken up into Heaven, the mantle was passed from Elijah to Elisha.
Elisha took up the mantle, smote the waters, and cried, “Where is the Lord God of Elijah?”  Immediately, the waters parted.  Elisha crossed over and began to minister in even greater power and authority than that of Elijah.
There is a mantle that God has placed over His people today.  That divine mantle is the mantle of the Holy Spirit which was passed on to believers when Jesus returned to Heaven.  It is a mantle of...
1.  Divine Intimacy: Jesus sent another Comforter--the Holy Spirit--to foster divine intimacy with the Father and lead us into an intimate relationship with God: John 14:16.  
2.  Supernatural Calling: Jesus said, “...as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you” (John 20:21).  The mantle of God’s purpose was passed from Jesus on to us.  Jesus commissioned us as He was sent...to do the same miracles, work the same works, and accomplish the same purposes.  He told us to pick up the mantle of His calling and use it as He had used it.

3.  Invested Authority: Through the Holy Spirit, Jesus also left us with the mantle of His invested authority.  See Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8 and Luke 9:1-2 and 10:19)

Study questions on chapter 2:

1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point  I, answer the following questions.



-According to the introductory verse of this chapter, what event was about to 


occur?



-What did Elijah ask Elisha to do?



-What was Elisha's response?



-Where did Elijah and Elisha go together?



-What did the sons of the prophets ask Elisha and what was his response?



-What did Elijah ask Elisha to do again, and what was his response this time?



-Where did the two men go next?

2.
Using verses 5-6 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What did the sons of the prophets in Jericho ask Elisha and what was his 



response?



-What did Elijah ask Elisha to do again, and what was his response this time?

3.
Using verses 7-8 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-Where did the two men go next?



-What did Elijah do when they approached the Jordan River?



-Who observed this miracle?



-Who crossed the river and who remained behind?
4.
Using verses 9-10 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What did Elijah ask Elisha after they had crossed the river?



-What was Elisha's response?



-Summarize Elijah's answer to this request.  



-What was the condition that must be met in order for Elisha's request to be 


fulfilled? 

5.
Using verses 11-14 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What happened as the two men continued to talk?



-How was Elijah taken up?



-What did Elisha cry out in response?



-Summarize what Elisha did with the mantle that had fallen from Elijah.

6.
Using the outline notes, describe the spiritual significance of each of the locations visited 
by Elijah and Elisha.

7.
Using verses 15-18 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-What was the response of the sons of the prophets when they saw these events?



-What request did the sons of the prophets make to Elisha?



-What was Elisha's first answer to this request?



-After urging by the sons of the prophets, what did Elisha eventually tell them to 


do?



-What were the results of their search?



-What was Elisha's response when these men returned?

8.
Using verses 19-22 and outline point VII, answer the following questions.



-What problem was brought to Elisha's attention?



-What was Elisha's response?



-What is the symbolism and spiritual application of the items Elisha used to 


perform this miracle? 



-What happened to the waters?
9.
Using verses 23-24 and outline point  VIII, answer the following questions.



-Who met Elisha as he was going to Bethel and what did they say?



-How did Elisha respond?



-What were the results?



-Summarize the spiritual applications that can be drawn from this passage.

10.
According to verse 25 and outline point IX, where did Elisha go next?  Who lived in this 
city?
11.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 3

1 Now Jehoram the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned twelve years.

2 And he wrought evil in the sight of the Lord; but not like his father, and like his mother: for he put away the image of Baal that his father had made.

3 Nevertheless he cleaved unto the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom.

4 And Mesha king of Moab was a sheepmaster, and rendered unto the king of Israel an hundred thousand lambs, and an hundred thousand rams, with the wool.

5 But it came to pass, when Ahab was dead, that the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel.

6 And king Jehoram went out of Samaria the same time, and numbered all Israel.

7 And he went and sent to Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, saying, The king of Moab hath rebelled against me: wilt thou go with me against Moab to battle? And he said, I will go up: I am as thou art, my people as thy people, and my horses as thy horses.

8 And he said, Which way shall we go up? And he answered, The way through the wilderness of Edom.

9 So the king of Israel went, and the king of Judah, and the king of Edom: and they fetched a compass of seven days' journey: and there was no water for the host, and for the cattle that followed them.

10 And the king of Israel said, Alas! that the Lord hath called these three kings together, to deliver them into the hand of Moab!

11 But Jehoshaphat said, Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, that we may inquire of the Lord by him? And one of the king of Israel's servants answered and said, Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of Elijah.

12 And Jehoshaphat said, The word of the Lord is with him. So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to him.

13 And Elisha said unto the king of Israel, What have I to do with thee? get thee to the prophets of thy father, and to the prophets of thy mother. And the king of Israel said unto him, Nay: for the Lord hath called these three kings together, to deliver them into the hand of Moab.

14 And Elisha said, As the Lord of hosts liveth, before whom I stand, surely, were it not that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, I would not look toward thee, nor see thee.

15 But now bring me a minstrel. And it came to pass, when the minstrel played, that the hand of the Lord came upon him.

16 And he said, Thus saith the Lord, Make this valley full of ditches.

17 For thus saith the Lord, Ye shall not see wind, neither shall ye see rain; yet that valley shall be filled with water, that ye may drink, both ye, and your cattle, and your beasts.

18 And this is but a light thing in the sight of the Lord: he will deliver the Moabites also into your hand.

19 And ye shall smite every fenced city, and every choice city, and shall fell every good tree, and stop all wells of water, and mar every good piece of land with stones.

20 And it came to pass in the morning, when the meat offering was offered, that, behold, there came water by the way of Edom, and the country was filled with water.

21 And when all the Moabites heard that the kings were come up to fight against them, they gathered all that were able to put on armour, and upward, and stood in the border.

22 And they rose up early in the morning, and the sun shone upon the water, and the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red as blood:

23 And they said, This is blood: the kings are surely slain, and they have smitten one another: now therefore, Moab, to the spoil.

24 And when they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose up and smote the Moabites, so that they fled before them: but they went forward smiting the Moabites, even in their country.

25 And they beat down the cities, and on every good piece of land cast every man his stone, and filled it; and they stopped all the wells of water, and felled all the good trees: only in Kir-haraseth left they the stones thereof; howbeit the slingers went about it, and smote it.

26 And when the king of Moab saw that the battle was too sore for him, he took with him seven hundred men that drew swords, to break through even unto the king of Edom: but they could not.

27 Then he took his eldest son that should have reigned in his stead, and offered him for a burnt offering upon the wall. And there was great indignation against Israel: and they departed from him, and returned to their own land.

Outline 3:

(Reign of Jehoram/Moab rebels against Israel.)
I.
Jehoram becomes king.  (1-3) 

A.
Now Jehoram the son of Ahab became king over Israel at Samaria in the 



eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and he reigned twelve years. 

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, but not like his father and mother; for he 


put away the sacred pillar of Baal that his father had made.  (This was a stone 


engraved with the image of Baal.) 

C.
Nevertheless he persisted in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made 

Israel sin and he did not depart from them. 
II.
Moab rebels.  (4-5)

A.
Now Mesha, king of Moab, was a sheep breeder and he regularly paid the king of 


Israel one hundred thousand lambs and the wool of one hundred thousand rams.

B.
But when Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against the king of Israel. 
III.
Jehoram forms an alliance.  (6-7)

A.
So King Jehoram went out of Samaria at that time and mustered all Israel. Then 


he went and sent to Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, saying:



1.
The king of Moab has rebelled against me. 


2.
Will you go with me to fight against Moab?

B.
And he said, "I will go up; I am as you are, my people as your people, my horses 


as your horses."   (Jehoshaphat did not seek God about this.  You would think he 


would have learned through his previous alliance with Ahab.)
IV.
Formulating a battle strategy.  (8-12)


A.
Then he said, "Which way shall we go up?" And he answered, "By way of the 


Wilderness of Edom." 


B.
So the king of Israel went with the king of Judah and the king of Edom, and they 


marched on that roundabout route seven days and there was no water for the 


army, nor for the animals that followed them. 

C.
And the king of Israel said, "Alas! For the Lord has called these three kings 


together to deliver them into the hand of Moab."  (Even though the king was an 


idol worshipper and he and the others had not sought God regarding this military 

endeavor, he blamed God for his circumstances.  He seems to forget that his 


idol, Baal, was supposedly the rain god.)

D.
But Jehoshaphat said, "Is there no prophet of the Lord here, that we may inquire 


of the Lord by him?"  (He should have done this before forming an alliance with 


Israel's evil king.  They made their own plans and then turned to God in a crisis, 


as many people do.)


1.
So one of the servants of the king of Israel answered and said, "Elisha the 



son of Shaphat is here, who poured water on the hands of Elijah."  




(Meaning that Elisha was Elijah's servant.)


2.
And Jehoshaphat said, "The word of the Lord is with him." 


3.
So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the king of Edom went down to 



him. 

V.
Elisha's prophecy. (13-19)


A.
Then Elisha said to the king of Israel:



1.
What have I to do with you? 


2.
Go to the prophets of your father and the prophets of your mother.


B.
But the king of Israel said to him: "No, for the Lord has called these three kings 


together to deliver them into the hand of Moab." 


C.
And Elisha said:



1.
As the Lord of hosts lives, before whom I stand, surely were it not that I 



regard the presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, I would not look at you, 



nor see you.  (Elisha makes it clear that he is not helping Joram.  He is 



responding because of Jehoshaphat and because of the covenant with 



David.)


2.
But now bring me a musician.  (Godly music ushers in the presence of the 



Lord.  Guess who shows up spiritually when ungodly music is played?) 

D.
Then it happened, when the musician played, that the hand of the Lord came upon 

him.    (If a revelation from the Lord comes through godly music, then it stands to 


reason that Satan gives revelations through sinful music.)



And Elisha said: Thus says the Lord:


1.
Make this valley full of ditches.  (Prepare for your answer.  Get ready to  



receive divine provision.)


2.
You shall not see wind, nor shall you see rain; yet that valley shall be filled 


with water so that you, your cattle, and your animals may drink. And this 



is a simple matter in the sight of the Lord.




(They were to prepare for the miracle by digging ditches to contain the 



water that would flow supernaturally into them.  The key for believers:  



Act in obedience in what God directs you to do and prepare by faith to 



receive your miracle!)



3.
He will also deliver the Moabites into your hand. 


4.
Also you shall attack every fortified city and every choice city, and shall 



cut down every good tree, and stop up every spring of water, and ruin 



every good piece of land with stones.
VI.
The prophecy fulfilled.  (20-27) 


A.
Now it happened in the morning, when the grain offering was offered, that 


suddenly water came by way of Edom, and the land was filled with water. 


B.
And when all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight against them, 

all who were able to bear arms and older were gathered and they stood at the 


border. 

C.
Then they rose up early in the morning and the sun was shining on the water, and 


the Moabites saw the water on the other side as red as blood. 

D.
And they said:



1.
This is blood.



2.
The kings have surely struck swords and have killed one another.



3.
Now therefore, Moab, to the spoil! 


(They thought the ditches were filled with blood and that the alliance of kings had 

turned against one another.)


E.
So when they came to the camp of Israel, Israel rose up and attacked the 



Moabites:



1.
The Moabites fled before them.



2.
Israel entered their land, killing the Moabites. 


3.
They destroyed the cities.



4.
Each man threw a stone on every good piece of land and filled it.



5.
They stopped up all the springs of water and cut down all the good trees. 


6.
They left the stones of Kir Haraseth intact, however the slingers 




surrounded and attacked it. 


F.
And when the king of Moab saw that the battle was too fierce for him:



1.
He took with him seven hundred men who drew swords, to break through 



to the king of Edom, but they could not. 


2.
Then he took his eldest son who would have reigned in his place, and 



offered him as a burnt offering upon the wall.  (This was his final, drastic, 



barbaric appeal to the god Chemosh to help them.)

G.
And there was great indignation against Israel, so they departed from him and 


returned to their own land.  (We are not told what this great indignation was. Was 

the fighting too fierce? Were they so upset that a child had been sacrificed that 


they lifted the siege? Were they blamed for the child sacrifice because of their 


siege of the city?)

(Upon the death of King Ahab, the nation of Moab rebelled against Israel and Ahaziah, the King who succeeded Ahab, did not make any attempt to stop them: 2 Kings 1:1.  His indifference resulted in great financial loss to Israel in terms of taxes and tributes.  Finally, Ahaziah died in a fall through a lattice in the upper chamber of his house and his brother, Jehoram, inherited the throne of Israel: 2 Kings 1:2.  

Jehoram made a half-hearted attempt at spiritual reform by removing his father(s idols and made plans to recover his brother(s losses.  Immediately after receiving the scepter to rule Israel, he arranged an expedition against Moab and sought the cooperation of Jehoshaphat, the king of Judah.  The Moabites were heathen, idolatrous people whom God had subjugated under David(s reign because of their threat to the national sovereignty of Israel.  Spiritually, the Moabites represent the enemies that oppose the believer and his walk with God.

Jehoshaphat agreed to go up with Jehoram against Moab, and Israel and Judah united together against a common enemy.  Jehoshaphat advised that they should not march the closest way over Jordan, but that they should go through the wilderness of Edom so that they might take the king of Edom and his forces along with them.  Before this great confederate army ever encountered the enemy, they were in danger of perishing for lack of water. The king of Israel sadly lamented the present distress, and Jehoshaphat suggested that they ask counsel of God, challenging, (Is there not here a prophet of the Lord, like unto Moses?(   One of the king's servants answered and said, (Here is Elisha the son of Shaphat, which poured water on the hands of Elijah.(  Then Jehoshaphat said, (The word of the Lord is with him(. So Jehoram, Jehoshaphat, and the king of Edom went to find Elisha to ask for a word from the Lord.

As the Church today faces the tremendous challenges and crises that have come upon the nations, Jehoshaphat(s question again arises, "Is there no prophet of the Lord here?"  There is a desperate need for the true prophetic ministry and the prophets God has called to stand and declare, "Thus saith the Lord."  The Church needs people like Elisha with prophetic vision who can accurately discern what God is doing; who can hear what He is saying; who understand the times; and who can foresee what is coming.  We need God-ordained prophets to warn, prepare, and position God(s people to be victorious as we face the challenges of the closing days of time.  God intends the Church to function from a position of knowing.  He does not want to keep His plans hidden from us.  He wants us to be prepared and living on the cutting edge of revelation.   If ever there was a day when the Church needs to hear godly men and women speaking the word of the Lord it is today.  We need those, called and anointed by God, who will go forth in the spirit and power of Elijah and speak God(s message for the hour without fear or favor of man.

We can learn several important principles from these kings( encounter with Elisha.  The first thing we note is that Elisha was abrupt in his answer to Jehoram(s inquiry.  He said, (What have I to do with thee? How canst thou expect an answer of peace from me? Get thee to the prophets of thy father and mother, whom thou hast countenanced and maintained in thy prosperity, and let them help thee now in thy distress."  Elisha was not impressed, as Jehoshaphat was, by Jehoram(s  partial reformation of putting away the images of Baal.  In true reformation, the images should have been totally destroyed.  At that very moment, the prophets of Baal were in Jehoram(s camp. God is not impressed by half-hearted attempts at obedience, and those who minister in the spirit and power of Elijah must be willing to say so and boldly proclaim, (Thus saith the Lord!(
Elisha showed  respect to the godly king of Judah, however,  and finally agreed that for his sake, he would enquire of the Lord. Elisha(s mind was somewhat disturbed at the sight of Jehoram, so he called for a musician to play on his harp and sing psalms to the Lord.  Whenever circumstances disturb your peace and you feel anxious or confused, began to praise and worship God as Elisha did.  Confusion and anxiety will cease, and you will be able to hear clearly from the Lord.

Through Elisha, God assured the kings that although there would be no wind or rain, they would be supplied with the needed water.  You will remember that the Prophet Elijah had prayed for rain, and it came the natural way.  Here, God would supply water, but not in the traditional way of wind and rain.  When you really enter into the double-portion anointing, you will learn that you can never limit God.  You cannot (put Him in a box( and expect Him to move like He did in previous situations.

Elisha instructed the confederate army to dig ditches and prepare to receive the water.  Those who expect to receive from the Lord must prepare for it, even when everything in the natural appears to be contrary to God(s promises.   Just remember:  The deeper you dig spiritually,  the more water you will be able to receive!  God also promised the kings that supplying water was (...a light thing in the sight of the Lord; you shall not only be saved from perishing, but shall return in triumph."   Spiritually, living water must flow through us to meet the needs of others.  Prepare to receive it.  Break open the ground of your hardened heart.  Dig your spiritual ditches and prepare for the supernatural move of God.

As prophesied by Elisha, the ditches were supernaturally filled with water. The water not only relieved the thirst of the languishing troops, but when the enemy army of Moab viewed the water from a distance, it looked like blood because it had been affected by the red soil.  There had been no rain, so they didn't think it could possibly be water.  They concluded that the confederacy of kings had turned on one another and that all they needed to do was swoop in and divide the spoils of war.  The army of Moab rushed carelessly into the camp to plunder it and the confederate army of Israel, Judah, and Edom attacked, chased them into their own country, and destroyed their cities.   

When the king of Moab realized that the capital city was about to fall into the hands of the enemy, he took 700 key warriors to attempt to open a way of escape.  When this failed, the king took his eldest son, who was in line to succeed him, and offered him as a burnt-offering upon the wall.  He did this to obtain the favor of his god, Chemosh, and to hopefully terrify the attacking army and cause them to retreat.  There was great indignation against Israel--possibly because they had driven the king to such a terrible act--and the army reluctantly retreated.

Did you observe what was said concerning Elisha in this passage?  He ministered to Elijah by (pouring water upon his hands(" Verse 11.   And have you noticed that several of Elisha(s first miracles involved water?   Elisha was humble enough to minister to Elijah by pouring water on his hands.  Later on, Elisha was elevated to miracles involving water:  The parting of the Jordan, the healing of polluted waters, and now the filling of empty ditches with supernatural provision of water.)  

Study questions on chapter 3:

1.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point  I, answer the following questions.



-Who became king over Israel?



-For how many years did he reign?



-What do you learn about his reign from this passage?

2.
Using verses 4-5 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who was Mesha?



-What was his business?



-What did he regularly give the king of Israel?



-What did Mesha do after Ahab died? 

3.
Using verses 6-7 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Why did King Jehoram seek an alliance with Jehoshaphat?



-What was Jehoshaphat's response to the king's request?

4.
Using verses 8-12 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.


-Who joined the king of Israel and the king of Judah in this battle?


-By what way did the armies of these kings go up to battle?



-What major problem did they encounter?



-What question did Jehoshaphat ask?



-What was the response of one of the servants to Jehoshaphat's inquiry? 



-Who did the kings go to see to receive guidance?
5.
Using verses 13-19 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What was Elisha's initial response to these kings?



-What was the appeal made by the king of Israel?



-For which king's sake did Elisha finally agree to seek an answer from the Lord?



-For whom did Elisha call and what happened as a result?



-Summarize the battle strategy given by the Lord through Prophet Elisha.

6.
Using verses 20-27 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-What happened in the morning after the grain offering?



-What had the Moabites heard and where were they assembled?



-What did the Moabites see when they arose that morning and what did they think 


had happened?




-What did the Moabites do next?



-What was Israel's response?



-What did the king of Joab do when he saw that the battle was too fierce for him?



-What terrible act did the king do next?



-What was the response of Israel after this terrible act? 
7.
Using the final outline notes, summarize spiritual applications from the account in this 
chapter.

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 4

1 Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the Lord: and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to be bondmen.

2 And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a pot of oil.

3 Then he said, Go, borrow thee vessels abroad of all thy neighbours, even empty vessels; borrow not a few.

4 And when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels, and thou shalt set aside that which is full.

5 So she went from him, and shut the door upon her and upon her sons, who brought the vessels to her; and she poured out.

6 And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil stayed.

7 Then she came and told the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt, and live thou and thy children of the rest.

8 And it fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem, where was a great woman; and she constrained him to eat bread. And so it was, that as oft as he passed by, he turned in thither to eat bread.

9 And she said unto her husband, Behold now, I perceive that this is an holy man of God, which passeth by us continually.

10 Let us make a little chamber, I pray thee, on the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, and a table, and a stool, and a candlestick: and it shall be, when he cometh to us, that he shall turn in thither.

11 And it fell on a day, that he came thither, and he turned into the chamber, and lay there.

12 And he said to Gehazi his servant, Call this Shunammite. And when he had called her, she stood before him.

13 And he said unto him, Say now unto her, Behold, thou hast been careful for us with all this care; what is to be done for thee? wouldest thou be spoken for to the king, or to the captain of the host? And she answered, I dwell among mine own people.

14 And he said, What then is to be done for her? And Gehazi answered, Verily she hath no child, and her husband is old.

15 And he said, Call her. And when he had called her, she stood in the door.

16 And he said, About this season, according to the time of life, thou shalt embrace a son. And she said, Nay, my lord, thou man of God, do not lie unto thine handmaid.

17 And the woman conceived, and bare a son at that season that Elisha had said unto her, according to the time of life.

18 And when the child was grown, it fell on a day, that he went out to his father to the reapers.

19 And he said unto his father, My head, my head. And he said to a lad, Carry him to his mother.

20 And when he had taken him, and brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees till noon, and then died.

21 And she went up, and laid him on the bed of the man of God, and shut the door upon him, and went out.

22 And she called unto her husband, and said, Send me, I pray thee, one of the young men, and one of the asses, that I may run to the man of God, and come again.

23 And he said, Wherefore wilt thou go to him to day? it is neither new moon, nor sabbath. And she said, It shall be well.

24 Then she saddled an ass, and said to her servant, Drive, and go forward; slack not thy riding for me, except I bid thee.

25 So she went and came unto the man of God to mount Carmel. And it came to pass, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to Gehazi his servant, Behold, yonder is that Shunammite:

26 Run now, I pray thee, to meet her, and say unto her, Is it well with thee? is it well with thy husband? is it well with the child? And she answered, It is well.

27 And when she came to the man of God to the hill, she caught him by the feet: but Gehazi came near to thrust her away. And the man of God said, Let her alone; for her soul is vexed within her: and the Lord hath hid it from me, and hath not told me.

28 Then she said, Did I desire a son of my lord? did I not say, Do not deceive me?

29 Then he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine hand, and go thy way: if thou meet any man, salute him not; and if any salute thee, answer him not again: and lay my staff upon the face of the child.

30 And the mother of the child said, As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave thee. And he arose, and followed her.

31 And Gehazi passed on before them, and laid the staff upon the face of the child; but there was neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he went again to meet him, and told him, saying, The child is not awaked.

32 And when Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid upon his bed.

33 He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twain, and prayed unto the Lord.

34 And he went up, and lay upon the child, and put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands: and he stretched himself upon the child; and the flesh of the child waxed warm.

35 Then he returned, and walked in the house to and fro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes.

36 And he called Gehazi, and said, Call this Shunammite. So he called her. And when she was come in unto him, he said, Take up thy son.

37 Then she went in, and fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up her son, and went out.

38 And Elisha came again to Gilgal: and there was a dearth in the land; and the sons of the prophets were sitting before him: and he said unto his servant, Set on the great pot, and seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets.

39 And one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds his lap full, and came and shred them into the pot of pottage: for they knew them not.

40 So they poured out for the men to eat. And it came to pass, as they were eating of the pottage, that they cried out, and said, O thou man of God, there is death in the pot. And they could not eat thereof.

41 But he said, Then bring meal. And he cast it into the pot; and he said, Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot.

42 And there came a man from Baal-shalisha, and brought the man of God bread of the firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley, and full ears of corn in the husk thereof. And he said, Give unto the people, that they may eat.

43 And his servitor said, What, should I set this before an hundred men? He said again, Give the people, that they may eat: for thus saith the Lord, They shall eat, and shall leave thereof.

44 So he set it before them, and they did eat, and left thereof, according to the word of the Lord.

Outline 4:

(Miracles done by Elisha.)
I.
Elisha and the widow's oil.  (1-7) 


(1 Kings 17:14-16)


A.
A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, 


saying:



1.
Your servant my husband is dead.



2.
You know that your servant feared the Lord. 


3.
Now the creditor is coming to take my two sons to be his slaves. 



(This woman did not turn against God in her time of crisis. She turned to 



the prophet for help from God.  Indentured servitude was a common way 



of repaying debts in those days)


B.
So Elisha said to her:



1.
What shall I do for you?   (Be specific in your requests to God.)


2.
Tell me, what do you have in the house?  (God has given you something in 


your "house"--your talents, abilities, possessions, etc.--that can be used 



for a miracle.  No matter how small it may seem to you, God can bless and 


multiply it.)

C.
And she said, "Your maidservant has nothing in the house but a jar of oil." 


(Admit your limitations and inadequacies, then rely on the sufficiency of God.)


D.
Then he said:



1.
Go, borrow vessels from everywhere, from all your neighbors--empty 



vessels; do not gather just a few. 


2.
And when you have come in, you shall shut the door behind you and your 



sons and then pour it into all those vessels, and set aside the full ones. 


E.
So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her sons, who brought the 

vessels to her; and she poured it out.   (See also Matthew 6:2-6.)


1.
Now it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said to her son, 



"Bring me another vessel."



2.
And he said to her, "There is not another vessel." 


3.
So the oil ceased.

F.
Then she came and told the man of God. And he said:



1.
Go, sell the oil and pay your debt.



2.
And you and your sons live on the rest. 
(This was a woman in desperate circumstances.  She was a widow with no source of income to meet the needs of her family.  She was in debt, and as was the custom of the times, the creditor had come to take her two sons as slaves as payment for the bill. In her time of desperate need, this woman knew only one thing.  She knew she must get to the man of God, Elisha. 

Elisha questioned the woman, (What do you have of value in your house?(  She responded that all she had was a pot of oil.  Elisha directed her to go and borrow vessels from her neighbors, enter into her house, shut the door, and begin to pour the oil into the vessels.

The widow acted upon the word of the Lord spoken through His prophet, Elisha.  She gathered the vessels and brought them to her house.  She shut the door to the outside world of famine and fear, and began to pour the oil.  One vessel.  Two vessels.  Three vessels filled.  As long as there were empty vessels, she continued to pour and the oil continued to multiply.  She sold the oil, paid the debt, and her sons were freed from their obligation.  
Spiritual principles from this account of the widow and the empty vessels.

-Go: The prophet told the widow to go to her neighbors.  God wants you to go also--into new realms of ministry that are out of your comfort zone.  If you do the same thing you have been doing,  you will have the same results.  Not that these results were bad--but God wants to do a new thing.  If you want different results, you must do something different.  If you want something more than in the past, you must do something more than in the past.  Go--expand into new fields of ministry, new dreams, new visions.

-Get. The prophet told the widow to get empty vessels.  Spiritually, you must reach out to those who are empty.  You must make room for your miracle--enlarge your capacity to receive.  Sometimes that means you must get rid of something else--perhaps projects or activities that are not focused on the goal which is pouring your life into empty vessels.  As long as you continue to do this, the oil of the anointing will continue to flow through you.  Only when you stop filling empty vessels will the oil cease.

-Give:  God generally meets our needs by taking what we have and multiplying it as we turn it to Him and obey His Word. The prophet told her to give what she had, to begin to pour what little oil she had into the empty vessels.   Spiritually, you must begin to give what you have:  Time, talents, resources.  When one vessel is full--one project done, one person is saved and delivered--go on to the next one.  Pour out what you have--your resources, talents, the giftedness that is in your spiritual house.  As you do so, your capacity to receive will be increased.  When you begin to pour out, the miracle starts to manifest.  The widow had only a little oil--but there is great power in small things when they are placed in the hands of God. As long as you are pouring your life into empty vessels--those who are in need, those bound by sin and addiction, the unloved, the rejected--the oil of God(s anointing and provision will continue to flow through you.  It will only be limited by the number of empty vessels.  As long as you are investing your life into the empty vessels of hurting humanity, the double-portion anointing oil of the Holy Spirit will continue to flow.

Romans 5:5: "In alert expectancy such as this, we're never left feeling shortchanged. Quite the contrary--we can't round up enough containers to hold everything God generously pours into our lives through the Holy Spirit!")
II.
Elisha prophesies the birth of a son.  (8-17) 


(1 Kings 17:17-24)


A.
Now it happened one day that Elisha went to Shunem, where there was a notable 


woman, and she persuaded him to eat some food. So it was, as often as he passed 


by, he would turn in there to eat some food.

B.
And she said to her husband:



1.
Look now, I know that this is a holy man of God, who passes by us 



regularly. 


2.
Please, let us make a small upper room on the wall; and let us put a bed for 


him there, and a table and a chair and a lampstand; so it will be, whenever 



he comes to us, he can turn in there. 


C.
And it happened one day that he came there, and he turned in to the upper room 


and lay down there. 


1.
Then he said to Gehazi his servant, "Call this Shunammite woman." 


2.
When he had called her, she stood before him. 

D.
And he said to his servant: "Say now to her:



1.
Look, you have been concerned for us with all this care. 


2.
What can I do for you? 


3.
Do you want me to speak on your behalf to the king or to the commander 



of the army?


E.
She answered, "I dwell among my own people"  (I am content). 


F.
So Elisha said, "What then is to be done for her?"



1.
And Gehazi answered, "Actually, she has no son, and her husband is old." 



2.
So he said, "Call her." When he had called her, she stood in the doorway. 


3.
Then he said, "About this time next year you shall embrace a son."



4.
And she said, "No, my lord. Man of God, do not lie to your maidservant!" 



(This was like saying "Don't joke with me!  No way!")


G.
But the woman conceived, and bore a son when the appointed time had come, of 


which Elisha had told her. 
III.   
Elisha raises the Shunammite's son. (18-37)

A.
And the child grew. Now it happened one day that he went out to his father, to the 

reapers.  


1.
And he said to his father, "My head, my head!"



2.
So he said to a servant, "Carry him to his mother." 


3.
When he had taken him and brought him to his mother, he sat on her knees 


till noon, and then died. 

B.
And she went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, shut the door upon 


him, and went out.


1.
Then she called to her husband, and said, "Please send me one of the 



young men and one of the donkeys, that I may run to the man of God and 



come back." 



2.
So he said, "Why are you going to him today? It is neither the New Moon 



nor the Sabbath."



3.
And she said, "It is well." 


4.
Then she saddled a donkey, and said to her servant: "Drive, and go 




forward.  Do not slacken the pace for me unless I tell you." 


5.
And so she departed, and went to the man of God at Mount Carmel.


C.
So it was, when the man of God saw her afar off, that he said to his servant 


Gehazi:



1.
Look, the Shunammite woman! 


2.
Please run now to meet her, and say to her:




a.
Is it well with you? 



b.
Is it well with your husband? 



c.
Is it well with the child?


D.
And she answered Gehazi: "It is well."

E.
Now when she came to the man of God at the hill, she caught him by the feet, but 


Gehazi came near to push her away. But the man of God said, "Let her alone; for 


her soul is in deep distress, and the Lord has hidden it from me, and has not told 


me."   (A prophet's knowledge is limited by what God reveals.  Sometimes you 


must admit that you do not know.)

F.
So she said:


1.
Did I ask a son of my lord? 


2.
Did I not say, 'Do not deceive me'? 


G.
Then he said to Gehazi:



1.
Get yourself ready, and take my staff in your hand, and be on your way. 


2.
If you meet anyone, do not greet him; and if anyone greets you, do not 



answer him. (Do not be distracted from your divine mission.)


3.
But lay my staff on the face of the child. 


H.
And the mother of the child said, "As the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, I will 


not leave you." So he arose and followed her.

I.
Now Gehazi went on ahead of them and laid the staff on the face of the child, but 


there was neither voice nor hearing. Therefore he went back to meet Elisha, and 


told him, saying, "The child has not awakened." 


J.
When Elisha came into the house, there was the child, lying dead on his bed. 


1.
He went in therefore, shut the door behind the two of them, and prayed to 



the Lord. 


2.
And he went up and lay on the child, and put his mouth on his mouth, his 



eyes on his eyes, and his hands on his hands; and he stretched himself out 



on the child, and the flesh of the child became warm. 


3.
He returned and walked back and forth in the house, and again went up 



and stretched himself out on him then the child sneezed seven times, and 



the child opened his eyes. 

K.
And he called Gehazi and said, "Call this Shunammite woman." So he called her. 


1.
And when she came in to him, he said, "Pick up your son." 


2.
So she went in, fell at his feet, and bowed to the ground.



3.
Then she picked up her son and went out. 

(ELISHA RAISES THE DEAD.  One of the most outstanding miracles God performed in answer to Elisha(s prayers was the raising of the Shunammite(s son from the dead.  Elisha was a frequent guest in the special  room prepared by this Shunammite woman.  When Elisha learned that she did not have a son and that her husband was quite elderly and beyond child-producing years, he prophesied that she would conceive and bear a son: 2 Kings 4:16.

As Elisha prophesied, the woman had a son, years passed, and the child grew.  One day, as the boy was out in the fields with his father, he became sick and died.  The Shunammite woman took him up to the room where the prophet stayed when he was in town and laid him on the prophet(s bed. She quickly saddled a donkey and set out with her servant to go to Elisha where he was staying at Mt. Carmel.  Her son was dead.  Imagine the thoughts that flooded her mind.  (Why had this happened?  Why had God allowed the son He had given her to die?(
Although her boy(s lifeless body was upstairs lying on the bed, she did not keep her eyes on her desperate situation.  She believed that if she could just get to Elisha, the prophet of God,  he would be able to help her.  She hurriedly prepared for her journey, and as she departed  she told her husband, ((It is well(,   in answer to his questions.

When Elisha saw the woman coming at a distance, he sent Gehazi, his servant, to meet her and ask if everything was all right. The Lord had not yet revealed to Elisha the purpose for her visit.  The woman answered that all was well, but when she saw Elisha she ran to him and fell at his feet.  Gehazi tried to push her away, but Elisha told him to leave her alone. (Did I ask you for a son?  Didn't I tell you, do not deceive me?( the woman cried out in anguish.  Immediately, Elisha told Gehazi to take his staff in his hand and run to the Shunammite(s house to minister to the boy.  But the Shunammite woman refused to leave Elisha(s side.  She was desperate!  She was determined to persevere until Elisha agreed to go with her.  He was a prophet of God and she wanted him to cry out to God for the life of her boy. When Elisha saw her determination, he finally agreed to go.

This Shunammite woman was determined to persevere in behalf of her son regardless of the seemingly impossible circumstances.  What are the obstacles standing in the way of your pressing through in prayer to receive your miracle?  What are the obstacles that are hindering you from ministering in the spirit and power of Elijah?  Whatever need you face--whether it be a personal need,  a financial need, or a physical challenge--get your eyes off your circumstances and onto the faithfulness of God.  Your faith must not be limited by your need, your own limited abilities, or by what you see with your natural eyes.  Jesus taught that we are to believe we have received what we have asked when we pray.  He said, ((What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them(: Mark 11:24.  By eyes of faith begin to see beyond the natural into the supernatural realm where all things are possible with God.

Gehazi went ahead of Elisha and the boy(s mother, entered the room where the boy(s lifeless body lay on the bed, and placed Elisha(s staff on the boy(s face. Nothing happened.  Gehazi went to meet Elisha and told him that the boy had not awakened.  This did not stop Elisha or the mother.  They didn't give up.  Elisha knew God(s power was stronger than death.  When Elisha reached the house, he went into his room  and shut the door.  Alone in the room, facing the boy(s corpse, he began to cry out to God with great fervency.  We do not know how long he prayed, but he prayed until he knew God had heard and answered.

After Elisha prayed, he spread himself over the boy(s body.  The life of God began to flow through him into the boy and his body grew warm, but he was still lifeless.  Elisha got up and walked back and forth in the room. A second time Elisha stretched himself on the boy(s lifeless body and suddenly the power of God broke the chains of death.  The life of God entered the boy, raised him from the dead, and he sneezed seven times as the breath of life entered into him. Elisha sent for the Shunammite woman and presented her son to her alive and well.

RAISING THE SPIRITUALLY DEAD:  In this account of Elisha raising this boy from the dead, there are spiritual truths that can be applied to spreading the Gospel. Evangelism is a natural parallel of raising the dead because you rescue people from the eternal destiny of spiritual death.  The Bible says the soul that sins will die, that the wages of sin is death, and that sinners are dead in transgressions and sin.  The following spiritual applications can be drawn from this account and may be applied as you go forth to raise the spiritually dead.

-You must have faith.  The mother did not just accept the child's death.  The normal response would be to weep, call professional mourners, and prepare the body for burial. Instead,  she laid him on Elisha(s bed, shut the door, and went to get the prophet.   To understand this, you must recall the account in 1 Kings 17:17‑24 where Elijah raised a young man from the dead.  Taking the child to the prophet's chamber was an act of faith recalling the well-known miracle previously  done by Elijah. She did not wait for the prophet to take him into the room.  She took him in, expecting a miracle. God has raised spiritually dead men from the beginning of time. We must take unsaved people, just as they are, to the place of a miracle.  

Note this woman(s faith when she said in answer to her husband's questions, "It shall be well". When you begin to act by faith, your faith increases.  By the time she neared the prophet, her faith had increased: Verse 26.   When Elisha sent his servant Gehazi to question her, she no longer said, (It shall be well."  She said, "It is well."
-You must make haste.  Note in verse 22 that the woman said,  "That I may run."  You must make haste to raise the dead because souls are dying in sin(right now, today, this very hour.

-You must break with tradition In verse 23, the woman(s husband questioned, "Why are you going?"  It was not the  traditional time to go to the prophet.  It was not the new moon or Sabbath.  You may have to break with tradition to evangelize in the demonstration of God(s power.  People may tell you, "This is not the way we do things."

-You must have compassion.  The dead will never be raised by "Gehazis" who have no compassion: Verses 25-27.  When the woman came in search of life, he would have sent her away, but the Prophet of God showed concern.  He asked, "Is it well with you and your

husband and the child?"  There are people who have struggled "up the hill" to get to us. They are falling at our feet with great needs, yet we thrust them away.  We send them to secular counselors, recommend medication, or suggest rehabilitation centers.  We must have compassion on them and not turn them away.  We must have enough of the power of the Spirit that we can minister to their desperate needs.

-You must go where they are. To help those dead in sin, you must go where they are, just

as Elisha went to the young child.  We cannot send powerless men--like Gehazi--or substitute measures--represented by the staff.  This mother would settle for no substitutes.  Dying men and women can settle for nothing other than the power of God that is able to breath new life into a dead soul.  To raise us from the death of sin, Jesus came into this world.  He came where we were.  We too must go to the lost with the message of life.

If you are to raise the dead, you must follow the master's example to go where they are. In 1 Kings 17:17‑24, the Bible records the story of  Elijah, who had been Elisha's master, setting the example for raising a dead child.  If Elisha had followed that example, he never would have sent Gehazi with his staff to try to do the job.

We sometimes take doctrinal or practical truth and lay them upon the spiritually dead, but we do not personally become involved with them.  We try many methods apart from personal involvement, but we will have no more effect upon a lost soul than did Elisha's staff. 

The letter of the law without the Spirit will never raise dead men.  Life will not flow as long as leadership is placing an indifferent hand upon dead men and women. We must get out of the pews and into the darkness of this world where the dead are(the prisons, drug houses, places of prostitution, etc.

-You must recognize the seriousness of the condition. Gehazi did not really believe the child was dead. He reported back, "The child is not waked."  Gehazi spoke as if the boy was only asleep, but  Elisha knew the child was dead (verse 32). Unbelievers lost in sin are not just sleeping.  It is a serious condition.  It is spiritual death, and they will never be raised until we recognize this fact.   

-You must not be defeated by failure.  The first attempt to raise the dead child by Gehazi failed.  When you fail in one attempt, do not give up.  Do not infer from failure that you are not called to the task.  The lesson of failure is not withdrawing from the mission, but persevering and changing your methods to follow the example of the Master.  Elisha's master, Elijah, had not send a substitute to raise the dead child he encountered.  He went himself.
-You must resurrect life in the inner chamber. Elisha went into the inner chamber, the place where he regularly prayed to God.    You must go into the "inner chamber" of prayer, shut the door, and intercede for dying humanity.

-You must be endued with power. As he entered into that inner chamber, Elisha already knew the source of his power.  The mantle of the anointing rested upon him, Elisha knew his source of power, and it was tried and proven.  

-You must know the objective. Your objective is not to cleanse a dead body, embalm it with spices, or cover it with fine linen. These are all improvements, but you still have a dead body. Your objective is not to teach  self‑improvement or change society. Your objective is new spiritual life!

-You must be alive yourself.  Dead men can(t raise the dead.  Elisha stooped over the corpse and placed his mouth upon the mouth of the dead child.  He placed his eyes upon its eyes, his hands upon its hands. The warm body of the man of God covered the cold body of the child.  If you are to raise the dead, you must come into contact with death.  When Jesus would raise us from spiritual death, He came into this world of sin and death and died Himself.  If you will raise the dead, you must feel the chill and horror of their condition(spiritual death.  As Elisha covered death with life, the warmth of his body entered the child. If you are dead yourself, this will not happen.  Placing one corpse upon another is hopeless.  It is vain for dying people to gather around another dead soul and expect resurrection.

-You must be willing to be stretched. One would think a grown man would have to contract himself on a child, but instead it says he stretched himself.  Reaching out to dying men and women is a stretching experience.  You must leave your home and the security of your Christian friends and environment. You must step out of your comfort zone.

-You must settle for nothing less than life. Verse 34 indicates that the flesh of the child became warm, but Elisha did not just settle for this sign of life.   He would settle for nothing less than true life.   It is not lukewarmness we are after, but life!  Not mere emotionalism, but true revival!

Elisha walked back and forth, waiting and no doubt calling upon God.  Then he stretched himself upon the child again. This time, the child sneezed seven times.  The word "sneeze" actually means "gasped".  As the child gasped, new life entered his body and his eyes opened. When dead men and women gasp into their beings the saving power of the mighty rushing wind of the Holy Spirit, they too will experience new life.

Elisha took the child and returned him to the arms of his loving mother, alive and well.  Our divine mission is to take dying men and women, breathe into them the breath of life of salvation through Jesus Christ, so that they can return to the arms of their Heavenly Father from whom they have been separated by spiritual death.)
IV.
Elisha purifies a poisonous pot of stew.  (38-41) 


A.
And Elisha returned to Gilgal, and there was a famine in the land. 

B.
Now the sons of the prophets were sitting before him; and he said to his servant, 


"Put on the large pot, and boil stew for the sons of the prophets." 

C.
So one went out into the field to gather herbs, found a wild vine, gathered 



from it a lapful of wild gourds, and came and sliced them into the pot of stew, 


though they did not know what they were. 

D.
Then they served it to the men to eat. 


1.
Now it happened, as they were eating the stew, that they cried out and 



said, "Man of God, there is death in the pot!" 


2.
And they could not eat it.  

E.
So he said, "Then bring some meal (symbolic of the Word of God) ." 


1.
And he put it into the pot, and said, "Serve it to the people, that they may 



eat." 


2.
And there was nothing harmful in the pot. 
(The sons of the prophets were gathered before Elisha, presumably to be mentored by him, and Elisha gave orders that a big pot of stew be prepared for them. One of the cooks went out in a field and picked some wild gourds to add to the stew, but they turned out to be poisonous.  The symbolism of this is that the world is filled with poisonous ideologies.  To the spiritually blind, they look good, but they are actually  full of death.  When the stew was served, the men immediately realized that it was poison. Elisha requested that meal be brought and cast into the pot, then he commanded,  (Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there was no harm in the pot(.   In order to live, the men must now eat of the life-giving pot of stew.

The flour which Elisha cast into the poisonous stew is symbolic of the Lord Jesus and His Word which are the only antidotes to the poisons of this world: John 6:35; 47-51. One must either feed on the Lord Jesus Christ or die from the poisonous pottage of the world.  When you go out to a lost and dying world, poisoned by the pollution of sin which leads to death, you cannot go with your own ideas.  You cannot simply take a rehabilitation plan or a 12-step program.  You must bear the living bread that will reverse the effects of the (death in the pot( of this world.  You must share the bread that came down from Heaven, Jesus Christ, who gave His life to reverse the effects of sin and death.  God has already provided a solution to the (death in the pot(, and it is Jesus Christ.  All who eat of the bread you share will live!)
V.
Elisha feeds one hundred men.  (42-44) 


A.
Then a man came from Baal Shalisha, and brought the man of God bread of the 


firstfruits, twenty loaves of barley bread, and newly ripened grain in his knapsack. 
B.
And Elisha said, "Give it to the people, that they may eat." 


C.
But his servant said: "What? Shall I set this before one hundred men?"


D.
He said again:



1.
Give it to the people, that they may eat.



2.
For thus says the Lord: They shall eat and have some left over.

E.
So he set it before them; and they ate and had some left over, according to the 


word of the Lord. 

(An unnamed man from Baal-shalisha came to offer Elisha the first-fruits of his labors which was twenty loaves of barley and full ears of corn.  It is interesting that (shalisha( means a third and can mean the (Lord who multiplies(.  This man brought what he had, and that is always enough when placed in the hands of God.

Elisha commanded the server to give this food to the people to eat.  His response was, (What, should I set this before an hundred men?(   This man had the wrong perspective.  He was looking at the meager resources in his hands.  He was looking to self...(What should I set before them....( 
The work God is calling you to is too great for your own meager resources.  It is not your ministry.  It is the work of God through you.  Don(t be afraid, at God(s command, to spiritually invite a multitude to dinner.  You have the bread of life and it will be sufficient.  Elisha commanded him again, (Give the people, that they may eat: for thus saith the Lord, They shall eat, and shall leave thereof(.   The server obeyed, set the food before the crowd, they ate until they were full, and still had leftovers.

The same God who healed the poisonous stew, the same God who multiplied bread and corn for the sons of the prophets, and the same God who increased the loaves and fishes in the time of Christ--He is the one who will provide for you as you go forth to minister.  Do not look to man.  Do not look to the meager provision you have in your hands.  Your mission is too great to rely on these resources.  You must get your eyes on a supernatural God and get plugged into His plan of continual supply.  As long as you are doing God(s work in God(s way, you will never lack provision.

The cry of the world is the same as these sons of the prophets and the multitudes: (What shall we eat?( You have the bread of life.   Give it to them and let them eat and live.)
(This chapter indicates God's concern for small issues of life--like stew and bread--and big issues such as the death of a son.  In reality, there are no "big" problems to God.  Nothing is too big for Him to handle!)

Study questions on chapter 4:

1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point  I, answer the following questions.



-What appeal was made to Elisha by one of the wives of the sons of the prophets? 


-What serious problem was she facing?



-What questions did Elisha ask the woman?



-What was the woman's response to Elisha's questions?



-Summarize the instructions given by Elisha to the woman.



-What miraculous event occurred when the woman obeyed Elisha's orders? 



-Using the outline notes in this segment, summarize the spiritual principles drawn 


from this account of the widow and the empty vessels.  
2.
Using verses 8-17 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What did the couple in Shunem do for Prophet Elisha?



-Some time later, whom did Elisha have his servant summons?



-What did Elisha tell his servant to say to her?



-What was the woman's response?



-What question did Elisha ask next and what was his servant's response?


-What prophetic word was given to the woman by Elisha?



-What was her response to this prophecy?



-What eventually happened at the exact time predicted by Prophet Elisha?

3.
Using verses 18-37 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-What eventually happened to the son of this Shunammite couple?



-What did the mother do with the body of her son?



-What did she ask her husband to do and what questions did he ask?



-What was the woman's response to his questions? 



-What instructions did the woman give to her servant?



-What instructions did Elisha give his servant when he saw the woman 



coming in the distance?   What questions was he to ask?



-What was the woman's response when Gehazi questioned her? 



-Summarize what happened when the woman confronted Elisha.



-What did Elisha tell Gehazi to do and what were the results?



-What did Elisha observe when he arrived at the house?



-Summarize what Elisha did when he prayed for the boy. What were the results?



-After prayer, for whom did Elisha call and what did he tell her?



-What was the woman's response to this miracle? 



-Study the notes on "How To Raise The Dead" and summarize this account 


spiritually.
4.
Using verses 38-41 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What was the condition of the land when Elisha returned to Gilgal?



-What was being cooked for dinner?



-What terrible problem occurred with the meal?



-What  dire news did the sons of the prophets tell Elisha?




-What did Elisha tell the men to do, and what were the results?



-Using the outline notes, draw spiritual applications from this miracle.

5.
Using verses 42-44 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What supplies were brought by the man from Baal Shalisha?



-What did Elisha tell the servant to do with these supplies? 



-What was the response of the servant to Elisha's instructions?



-What instructions did Elisha repeat again and what promise was made?



-What were the results when the servant obeyed and distributed the food?  



-Using the outline notes, draw spiritual applications from this miracle.

6.
Read Mark 6:39-44 and 8:1-10.  What do you learn about the One who is greater than 
Elisha?  How did these events compare with the story in 2 Kings 4?
7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 5

1 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper.

2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife.

3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy.

4 And one went in, and told his lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel.

5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment.

6 And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.

7 And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me.

8 And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.

9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.

10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.

12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.

13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.

16 But he said, As the Lord liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he refused.

17 And Naaman said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy servant two mules' burden of earth? for thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord.

18 In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon: when I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing.

19 And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from him a little way.

20 But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which he brought: but, as the Lord liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him.

21 So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw him running after him, he lighted down from the chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well?

22 And he said, All is well. My master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me from mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments.

23 And Naaman said, Be content, take two talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bare them before him.

24 And when he came to the tower, he took them from their hand, and bestowed them in the house: and he let the men go, and they departed.

25 But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whither.

26 And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants?

27 The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow.

Outline 5:

(Naaman's leprosy is healed.)
(This is not just a story of a sick man's healing or confirmation of the wonderful fact that God heals physically. Watch for spiritual truths as you study this chapter, then read the summary at the conclusion of point III.)
I.
Naaman's disease.  (1-3)

A.
Naaman was the commander of the army of the king of Syria.



1.
He was a great and honorable man in the eyes of his master, because by 



him the Lord had given victory to Syria. 


2.
He was also a mighty man of valor.



3.
But he was a leper.   


(He was a man of prestige, wealth, and authority--but--he was afflicted with 


leprosy.  At this point in the progression of the disease, it may not have been on 


visible parts of his body, but it would surely spread.  Leprosy is a type of sin, a 


natural parallel of a spiritual truth.  See Leviticus 13.)

B.
And the Syrians had gone out on raids, and had brought back captive a young girl 


from the land of Israel. She waited on Naaman's wife.

C.
Then she said to her mistress:



1.
If only my master were with the prophet who is in Samaria! 


2.
For he would heal him of his leprosy.


(How does God want to use you in your time of difficulty?  God can use 



you through a word, a book, a song, a phone call, a social media post, etc.)

II.
Naaman's healing.  (4-14) 


A.
And Naaman told his master, saying, "Thus and thus said the girl who is from the 


land of Israel." 



1.
Then the king of Syria said, "Go now, and I will send a letter to the king of 


Israel."



2.
So he departed and took with him ten talents of silver, six thousand 



shekels of gold (150 pounds), and ten changes of clothing.  (Naaman 



mistakenly thought his deliverance could be purchased.  We are not saved 



or delivered by bringing gifts or making promises to God, but by receiving 


by faith His promises.)

B.
Then he brought the letter to the king of Israel, which said: Now be advised, when 

this letter comes to you, that I have sent Naaman my servant to you, that you may 


heal him of his leprosy. 


C.
And it happened, when the king of Israel read the letter, that he tore his clothes 


and said:



1.
Am I God, to kill and make alive, that this man sends a man to me to heal 



him of his leprosy? 


2.
Therefore please consider, and see how he seeks a quarrel with me. 



(The king of Israel could do nothing for Naaman, and he had no 




relationship with Elisha.  Thus, he was distressed.)


D.
So it was, when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his 


clothes, that he sent to the king, saying:



1.
Why have you torn your clothes? 


2.
Please let him come to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in 



Israel.  (As believers we should be able to say this:  "Come and you will 



know there is a man/woman of God who can help you.")

E.
Then Naaman went with his horses and chariot, and he stood at the door of 


Elisha's house. And Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, "Go and wash in the 


Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored to you, and you shall be 


clean."   (Naaman's royal entourage arrived, and the prophet didn't even come to 


the door to greet them!)

F.
But Naaman became furious and went away and said:



1.
Indeed, I said to myself, 'He will surely come out to me, and stand and call 


on the name of the Lord his God, and wave his hand over the place, and 



heal the leprosy.'  (Naaman had a preconceived idea of how his 




deliverance should occur.)



2.
Are not the Abanah and the Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than 



all the waters of Israel?   Could I not wash in them and be clean?




 (Naaman would prefer to have his own way and travel 100 miles to these 



rivers rather than to obey and go 30 miles to the Jordan.  There are other 



"rivers" in the world claiming miracles, but only the river of God results 



in true deliverance.  People try to be saved from sin by good works, 



religious rituals, joining a church, or giving financial support to good 



causes.  But it is not by works that you are saved:  Titus 3:5.  You are only 


saved, delivered, and healed by washing spiritually in the blood of Jesus 



Christ.)

G.
So he turned and went away in a rage.   

H.
And his servants came near and spoke to him, and said:



1.
My father, if the prophet had told you to do something great, would you 



not have done it? 


2.
How much more then, when he says to you, 'Wash, and be clean'?" 



(Elisha had not asked him to do something difficult--simply to obey.)


I.
So he went down and dipped seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of 

the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little child, and he 


was clean.  (Seven is the number of perfection, symbolizing that the cleansing 


work of Jesus Christ on the cross is perfect.  The only way to be made clean is to 


wash spiritually in the river of the blood of Jesus.)
III.
Naaman's gratitude.  (15-19)


A.
And he returned to the man of God--he and all his aides--and came and stood 


before him and said:



1.
Indeed, now I know that there is no God in all the earth, except in Israel.




(Miracles verify who is the true God of all the earth.  The goal is a change 


of heart and mind, not just physical healing.)



2.
Now therefore, please take a gift from your servant. 


B.
But Elisha said, "As the Lord lives, before whom I stand, I will receive nothing." 


And he urged him to take it, but he refused.   (One cannot purchase the things of 


God.)

C.
So Naaman said:



1.
Then, if not, please let your servant be given two mule-loads of earth.




(In Old Testament cultures they believed  lands were affected by the 



existence of their gods.  By taking home earth from Israel, Naaman was 



acknowledging that the Lord was the true God of Israel.)



2.
For your servant will no longer offer either burnt offering or sacrifice to 



other gods, but to the Lord. 


3.
Yet in this thing may the Lord pardon your servant: 



a.
When my master goes into the Temple of Rimmon to worship 




there, and he leans on my hand, and I bow down in the Temple of 




Rimmon--




b.
When I bow down in the Temple of Rimmon, may the Lord please 




pardon your servant in this thing. 
(In this chapter, we visit Syria, a heathen nation to the north of Israel.  There we meet a man named Naaman, which comes from the Hebrew verb (naem( which means (delightful, pleasant, and beautiful.(   He was the captain of the army of the King of Aram,  was a great man, and was highly respected.  But he had a problem.  He was a leper.

The Greek word from which leprosy is derived means to (peel off in scales.(  Leprosy begins within and then erupts on the skin, gradually eating away  body parts.  Because it is highly contagious, lepers in Bible times were outcasts of society and wore garments identifying themselves as such.  They lived outside of the city walls and were required to cry out (unclean( wherever they went in order to warn others.  The pain of leprosy was not acute because it killed the nerves in the affected areas, but it kept the victim miserable, frustrated, and deformed.

What a classic picture of sin!  Sin begins in the heart and manifests itself in the flesh. It gradually eats away at a soul that is numbed by the effects of evil.  Sin(s victims are miserable, frustrated, and deformed.  Leprosy was incurable by man, just as sin is incurable by man.  There is nothing man can do to deal with the sin that separates him from God, just as leprosy separated people from society in Bible times.  

Naaman was a great man, but he had leprosy.  Into this tragic scene enters a little, unnamed servant girl, insignificant to men, living under dire circumstances.  One day she said to her mistress, (Would God my Lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria,  for he would recover him of his leprosy."  Someone bore news of her comment to the king of Syria, who prepared gold, silver, and raiment to send to the King of Israel requesting help for Naaman.  When Naaman showed up, with gifts in hand, the king of Israel was distraught because he knew he had no power to heal.  The spirit and power of Elijah of which we are learning cannot be purchased.

When Elisha heard of the plight of the king and his distress, he said, (Let him come unto me...(  Can you say that to those in need? 
 Naaman condescended to go to the prophet(s house, but Elisha didn't even come out to meet him.  He simply sent orders for him to go wash in the Jordan River seven times, declaring that he would be healed.  Naaman was furious.  Not only had the prophet failed to meet with him personally, he had commanded him to wash in the muddy waters of Jordan.  Why not the waters of Abana and Pharpar, rivers in Damascus which were better known and had cleaner waters?

Naaman(s basic problem was pride and human reasoning.  He said,(Behold I thought.(  He had a preconceived notion of how he should be healed.  He wanted to be healed his way.  How like sinful man!   If we are to receive miracles from God, we must put aside our pride and  human reasoning.  After an appeal from one of his servants and in obedience to the prophet, Naaman went to the Jordan River and immersed himself. 
Once, twice, three times....and on the seventh time, his flesh became like that of a child. He was totally healed!  He was cleansed (according to the saying of the man of God(, just as we are cleansed according to the Word of the man of God, Christ Jesus.  Naaman immediately returned to the prophet to express his gratitude and said, (Behold, now I know that there is no God in all earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.  But he said, As the Lord liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he refused.(    As a public official, Naaman would be required to accompany his master to the Temple of Rimmon, but he wanted  Elisha to know that his heart would not be in it. He would no longer be worshipping the false gods  He offered Elisha a gift, which he refused, and then Naaman departed.

The story of Naaman is a great analogy of salvation.  Like Naaman's leprosy, sin is an incurable spiritual condition.  In Scripture, leprosy is a symbol of man(s spiritual condition apart from God.  Many today are perishing from the leprosy of sin.  They may be wealthy, beautiful, and popular, but without God they are lepers spiritually.   
Deliverance cannot be found in great men--i.e., the king of Israel.  It cannot be found by works, i.e., the costly gifts that were sent to the king.  Deliverance comes when a lost sinner hears the salvation message--in this case, the word of hope delivered by the young servant girl and the prophet who said, "Let him come now to me."  
Naaman said "I thought:--he had his own ideas about how his deliverance would come, and because God's plan differed from his he was angry and at first refused to meet the conditions.  Like Naaman, human reasoning and pride will stand in the way of receiving salvation and deliverance.  There was only one way for Naaman to be healed:  Obedience to the plan of God.  For Naaman, there was no healing in any other stream other than the Jordan.  For sinners, there is no salvation in any other name other than Jesus.  There is healing in no other stream other than the blood that flowed from Calvary.)

IV.
Gehazi's greed.  (20-27) 


A.
But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said:



1.
Look, my master has spared Naaman this Syrian, while not receiving from 



his hands what he brought.



2.
But as the Lord lives, I will run after him and take something from him. 
B.
So Gehazi pursued Naaman. When Naaman saw him running after him, he got 


down from the chariot to meet him, and said, "Is all well?" 


C.
And Gehazi said:



1.
All is well. 


2.
My master has sent me, saying:




a.
Indeed, just now two young men of the sons of the prophets have 




come to me from the mountains of Ephraim. 





b.
Please give them a talent of silver and two changes of garments. 


D.
So Naaman said, "Please, take two talents." And he urged him, and bound two 


talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and handed them to 


two of his servants; and they carried them on ahead of him. 

E.
When Gehazi came to the citadel, he took them from their hand, and stored them 


away in the house.  Then he let the men go, and they departed. 

F.
Now he went in and stood before his master. Elisha said to him, "Where did you 


go, Gehazi?" And he said, "Your servant did not go anywhere." 


G.
Then Elisha said to him:



1.
Did not my heart go with you when the man turned back from his chariot 



to meet you?   (Elisha had prophetic insight into what Gehazi was 




doing.)


2.
Is it time to receive money and to receive clothing, olive groves and 



vineyards, sheep and oxen, male and female servants? 


3.
Therefore the leprosy of Naaman shall cling to you and your descendants 



forever. 

H.
And he went out from his presence leprous, as white as snow.
(Gehazi was Elisha(s servant, just as Elisha had served Elijah.  He was also Elisha(s student.   Would Gehazi eventually have received the double-portion anointing as Elisha had?  Would Elisha(s powerful ministry have been bestowed upon him?    We will never know because of this tragic failure.  

When Gehazi decided he could profit from this miracle, he declared, (As the Lord lives, I will run after him.(  Elisha often used the phrase, (As the Lord lives.(  Gehazi tried to conceal his greed in the cloak of religion. He followed Naaman down the road, stopped the chariot,  and asked for two talents of silver and two changes of garments.  Naaman obliged, and Gehazi took these items home and hid them in his house.

When Gehazi appeared before Elisha, the Lord revealed what he had done.  Elisha questioned where he had been, and Gehazi replied, (Thy servant went nowhere.(  Then Elisha sadly said:

"Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and olive yards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants? The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow."
There is nothing wrong in being wealthy if that is God's plan for your  life, but it is wrong to get wealth through deceit and greed. Greed is leprosy of the soul.  Not being greedy is a qualification for Christian leaders:  1 Timothy 3:3.  Do not use the ministry for selfish, greedy purposes. To enrich yourself by cashing in on or charging for an act of God is sinful.)
Study questions on chapter 5:

1.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Summarize what is revealed about Naaman in this opening passage.


 
-Who was brought from Israel and whom did she serve?



-What did this young woman tell her mistress regarding Naaman?

2.
Using verses 4-14 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who did Naaman tell about what the young woman had said and what was his 


response?



-What did Naaman take with him when he went to see the King of Israel.



-Summarize the contents of the letter from the king of Syria to the king of Israel.



-What did the King of Israel do and say when he read this letter? 



-Why did he respond this way? 



-What did he think the King of Syria was trying to do?



-What message did Elisha send the King of Israel when he heard what had 



happened?



-What message did Elisha give Naaman when he arrived at his house.  Where was 

he to go and what was he to do?



-What was Naaman's response to Elisha's message?




-What was Naaman's attitude when he left Elisha's house?



-Summarize what Naaman's servants said to him.



-What did Naaman finally concede to do and what were the results?



-Of what is this physical healing symbolic spiritually? 

3.
Using verses 15-19 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-What proclamation of faith did Naaman make when he returned to meet with 


Elisha?



-What did Naaman want to give Elisha and what was Elisha's response?



-What did Naaman request to take home with him and why did he make this 


unusual request?



-What did Naaman say he would no longer do?



-What did Naaman say he would have to do because of his position? 



-What was Elisha's response?
4.
Using the final summary in this section, explain the analogy of salvation drawn from this 
account.

5.
Using verses 20-27 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What did Elisha's servant, Gehazi, decide to do?



-What did Gehazi request of Naaman?



-What did Gehazi do with these items when he returned home?



-What questions did Elisha ask Gehazi when he returned home and what was his 


response?



-Summarize Elisha's word to Gehazi.  What questions did Elisha ask? What 


judgment was pronounced on Gehazi?



-What condition was Gehazi  in physically when he left Elisha's presence?

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 6

1 And the sons of the prophets said unto Elisha, Behold now, the place where we dwell with thee is too strait for us.

2 Let us go, we pray thee, unto Jordan, and take thence every man a beam, and let us make us a place there, where we may dwell. And he answered, Go ye.

3 And one said, Be content, I pray thee, and go with thy servants. And he answered, I will go.

4 So he went with them. And when they came to Jordan, they cut down wood.

5 But as one was felling a beam, the axe head fell into the water: and he cried, and said, Alas, master! for it was borrowed.

6 And the man of God said, Where fell it? And he shewed him the place. And he cut down a stick, and cast it in thither; and the iron did swim.

7 Therefore said he, Take it up to thee. And he put out his hand, and took it.

8 Then the king of Syria warred against Israel, and took counsel with his servants, saying, In such and such a place shall be my camp.

9 And the man of God sent unto the king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not such a place; for thither the Syrians are come down.

10 And the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God told him and warned him of, and saved himself there, not once nor twice.

11 Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was sore troubled for this thing; and he called his servants, and said unto them, Will ye not shew me which of us is for the king of Israel?

12 And one of his servants said, None, my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, telleth the king of Israel the words that thou speakest in thy bedchamber.

13 And he said, Go and spy where he is, that I may send and fetch him. And it was told him, saying, Behold, he is in Dothan.

14 Therefore sent he thither horses, and chariots, and a great host: and they came by night, and compassed the city about.

15 And when the servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses and chariots. And his servant said unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we do?

16 And he answered, Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they that be with them.

17 And Elisha prayed, and said, Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes, that he may see. And the Lord opened the eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Elisha.

18 And when they came down to him, Elisha prayed unto the Lord, and said, Smite this people, I pray thee, with blindness. And he smote them with blindness according to the word of Elisha.

19 And Elisha said unto them, This is not the way, neither is this the city: follow me, and I will bring you to the man whom ye seek. But he led them to Samaria.

20 And it came to pass, when they were come into Samaria, that Elisha said, Lord, open the eyes of these men, that they may see. And the Lord opened their eyes, and they saw; and, behold, they were in the midst of Samaria.

21 And the king of Israel said unto Elisha, when he saw them, My father, shall I smite them? shall I smite them?

22 And he answered, Thou shalt not smite them: wouldest thou smite those whom thou hast taken captive with thy sword and with thy bow? set bread and water before them, that they may eat and drink, and go to their master.

23 And he prepared great provision for them: and when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, and they went to their master. So the bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel.

24 And it came to pass after this, that Ben-hadad king of Syria gathered all his host, and went up, and besieged Samaria.

25 And there was a great famine in Samaria: and, behold, they besieged it, until an ass's head was sold for fourscore pieces of silver, and the fourth part of a cab of dove's dung for five pieces of silver.

26 And as the king of Israel was passing by upon the wall, there cried a woman unto him, saying, Help, my lord, O king.

27 And he said, If the Lord do not help thee, whence shall I help thee? out of the barnfloor, or out of the winepress?

28 And the king said unto her, What aileth thee? And she answered, This woman said unto me, Give thy son, that we may eat him to day, and we will eat my son to morrow.

29 So we boiled my son, and did eat him: and I said unto her on the next day, Give thy son, that we may eat him: and she hath hid her son.

30 And it came to pass, when the king heard the words of the woman, that he rent his clothes; and he passed by upon the wall, and the people looked, and, behold, he had sackcloth within upon his flesh.

31 Then he said, God do so and more also to me, if the head of Elisha the son of Shaphat shall stand on him this day.

32 But Elisha sat in his house, and the elders sat with him; and the king sent a man from before him: but ere the messenger came to him, he said to the elders, See ye how this son of a murderer hath sent to take away mine head? look, when the messenger cometh, shut the door, and hold him fast at the door: is not the sound of his master's feet behind him?

33 And while he yet talked with them, behold, the messenger came down unto him: and he said, Behold, this evil is of the Lord; what should I wait for the Lord any longer?

Outline 6:

(A floating ax head; blind Syrians; a famine.)
I.
The floating ax head.  (1-7)

A.
And the sons of the prophets said to Elisha:



1.
See now, the place where we dwell with you is too small for us.


2.
Please, let us go to the Jordan, and let every man take a beam from there, 



and let us make there a place where we may dwell.


(The facilities where they were had become too small for the growing school.)


B.
So he answered, "Go." 



1.
Then one said, "Please consent to go with your servants."



2.
And he answered, "I will go." 


3.
So he went with them. 

C.
And when they came to the Jordan, they cut down trees. 


1.
But as one was cutting down a tree, the iron ax head fell into the water.



2.
And he cried out and said, "Alas, master! For it was borrowed." 



3.
So the man of God said, "Where did it fall?" And he showed him the 



place. 


4.
So he cut off a stick, and threw it in there, and he made the iron float.


5.
Therefore he said, "Pick it up for yourself." 


6.
So he reached out his hand and took it. 
(This event confirms that God is just as concerned about what might be perceived as "small issues" in your life lives as He is about what you perceive as "big issues"--like war, human trafficking, etc.  When asked if it was okay to pray about "small things", G. Campbell Morgan responded:  "Is anything big to God?"  In other words, everything you pray about is "small" to the Lord.

The axe head was lost in the mire of the muddy river.  Prophet Elisha cut down a stick, cast it into the muddy waters, and the ax head floated, was retrieved, and restored to its original purpose.  Mankind is like that ax head.  He has fallen and is stuck in the mud and mire of sin. The stick cast into the mire represents Jesus Christ who the prophet referred to as "a branch": Zechariah 3:8 and 6:12.   Only through the cross of Christ can mankind rise from the mire of sin--be spiritually resurrected--restored to His rightful owner, and placed back into the hands of God to fulfill his intended purpose.  
Another tremendous truth in this account is that the Lord can restore all you have lost--lost dreams, visions, family, etc. that have sunk into the mire of this world. The important thing is to know that you have experienced loss and need spiritual restoration.  Turn to the one who can restore all things!
Another lesson in this passage is to take what you have and use it.  Elisha had previously used salt to purify water and flour to cure poison stew. Here he uses a stick.  This is what it is like to walk in the spirit--to be ready for anything and everything--using what is available to you through the provision of God. Elisha didn't call a prayer meeting or form a committee to deal with the issue.  He responded immediately in the supernatural.  The reason many believers do not walk in the supernatural is because it is safer to function in the natural world.  In regards to the axe head the natural solution would be to drag the river or send out a diving team.  Spiritually, in regards to sickness the "safe" approach would be:  Send them to the doctor.  Don't pray for healing--what if it doesn't happen? The natural solution is to send addicts to rehab while the spiritual solution is to allow God to make them a new creature.  

In the natural world:  Axe heads don't float.  In the spiritual world, they do!)
II.
The blinded Syrians.  (8-23)

A.
Now the king of Syria was making war against Israel and he consulted with his 


servants, saying, "My camp will be in such and such a place." 

B.
And the man of God sent to the king of Israel, saying, "Beware that you do not 


pass this place, for the Syrians are coming down there." 


1.
Then the king of Israel sent someone to the place of which the man of God 


had told him. 


2.
Thus he warned him, and he was watchful there, not just once or twice. 


C.
Therefore the heart of the king of Syria was greatly troubled by this thing; and he 


called his servants and said to them, "Will you not show me which of us is for the 


king of Israel?"   (He thought someone was leaking information to the king  of 


Israel.  It was actually Elisha giving the king prophetic insights. See Psalm 


33:10.)


1.
And one of his servants said, "None, my lord, oh king; but Elisha, the 



prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in 


your bedroom." 



2.
So he said, "Go and see where he is, that I may send and get him."



3.
And it was told him, saying, "Surely he is in Dothan."   (Dothan is 




mentioned only one other time in scripture in Genesis 37:17 when Joseph 



was betrayed by his brothers there.  Elisha and Gehazi were delivered 



from the enemy, while Joseph had to go through the attack.  Both emerged 


victoriously.  In your own spiritual battles, sometimes you are delivered 



from it and other times you go through the trial.  Either way, the Lord is 



with you and you will emerge victoriously.) 

D.
Therefore he sent horses and chariots and a great army there, and they came by 


night and surrounded the city.


1.
And when the servant of the man of God arose early and went out, there 



was an army, surrounding the city with horses and chariots.


2.
And his servant said to him, "Alas, my master! What shall we do?" 



3.
So he answered, "Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than 



those who are with them."   (The presence of God always changes the 



equation!)


4.
And Elisha prayed, and said, "Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see." 


5.
Then the Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, 


the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha.



(Just because you don't see God's protection does not mean it is not there. 



 You must develop spiritual perception.)

E.
So when the Syrians came down to him, Elisha prayed to the Lord, and said, 


"Strike this people, I pray, with blindness." 


1.
And He struck them with blindness according to the word of Elisha. 



2.
Now Elisha said to them, "This is not the way, nor is this the city. Follow 



me, and I will bring you to the man whom you seek." (Elisha was who they 


were seeking.)



3.
But Elisha led them to Samaria. So it was, when they had come to 




Samaria, that Elisha said, "Lord, open the eyes of these men, that they may 


see." 


4.
And the Lord opened their eyes, and they saw--and there they were, inside 



Samaria! 


F.
Now when the king of Israel saw them, he said to Elisha: "My father, shall I kill 


them? Shall I kill them?" 


G.
But he answered:



1.
You shall not kill them. 


2.
Would you kill those whom you have taken captive with your sword and 



your bow? 


3.
Set food and water before them, that they may eat and drink and go to their 


master.

H.
Then he prepared a great feast for them and after they ate and drank, he sent them 


away and they went to their master. 

I.
So the bands of Syrian raiders came no more into the land of Israel. 
(As a prophet of God, Elisha was given advance information concerning the actions of the armies of the King of Aram, enemies of Israel.  Everywhere the Arameans would go, God would reveal it to Elisha and he would warn the King of Israel.  This enraged the King of Aram and when he discovered it was Elisha who was warning  Israel of their plans, he sent his armies to surround the city where Elisha lived.  When Elisha(s servant went out the next morning and saw the multitude of horses and chariots surrounding the city, he was fearful, and cried to Elisha,  ((Oh, my Lord, what shall we do?(  
The Prophet Elisha did not react to what he saw with his natural eyes, but to what he saw through spiritual vision.  His eyes were not focused upon the surrounding chariots and horses of the enemy.  He saw a greater army--the armies of heaven on horses and chariots of fire. Elisha did not see defeat; he saw victory! Elisha(s servant was overwhelmed with fear because he was seeing only with his natural eyes.  

Elisha saw something ordinary men could not see because God had given him spiritual vision to see into the supernatural realm of the Spirit.  Elisha told his servant not to fear, that  (Those with us are more than those with them( . Then Elisha prayed for God to open his servant(s eyes.  God heard  Elisha(s prayer and his servant was able to see that the mountains around them were lined with horses and chariots of fire.

To minister in the spirit and power of Elijah, you must have spiritual vision.  You must be able to discern God(s will for your life, your city, and your nation.  God doesn't(t want you to minister according to what you see with your natural eyes, according to your understanding, or according to your circumstances.  He doesn't want your eyes focused on your problems.  He wants you to minister with spiritual vision focused upon His unlimited power and promises.
God wants you to pray with spiritual vision.  In every circumstance you face, don(t react according to what you see with your natural eyes.  Pray according to what God reveals to you. As you pray for your family, unsaved loved ones, your community, city, nation, and those you are mentoring, ask God to open your eyes and give you spiritual vision to see His purposes and plans.  Ask Him to direct your prayers and anoint you so that you will pray according to what He has purposed.

This skirmish around Dothan also reveals the three types of individuals to whom you will relate as you minister.  There are some, like Elisha, who see clearly into the realm of the spirit world.  They understand what is happening spiritually on this planet.  These are tremendous men and women to mentor.

There are others like Elisha's servant, who with a little help are able to see and understand spiritually.  These people are open to the truths of God's Word and ready to learn.  Draw them alongside, began to pour your vision into them, and take them to the next level in God.

But as in Dothan, there are many who are sleeping spiritually and cannot see into this higher dimension.  They are content to live in the natural realm and do not want to be confronted with things beyond their natural senses.   Until their spiritual eyes are open, they will remain oblivious to the end-time move of God."
III.
A famine in Samaria.  (24-33)

A.
And it happened after this that Ben-Hadad king of Syria gathered all his army, and 

went up and besieged Samaria. 


1.
And there was a great famine in Samaria (caused by the siege).



2.
Indeed, they besieged it until a donkey's head was sold for eighty shekels 



of silver (two pounds of silver), and one-fourth of a kab of dove droppings 



for five shekels of silver. 


B.
Then, as the king of Israel was passing by on the wall, a woman cried out to him, 


saying, "Help, my lord, oh king!" 


C.
And he said:



1.
If the Lord does not help you, where can I find help for you? 


2.
From the threshing floor or from the winepress?


3.
What is troubling you?


(The king's answer reflects his hopelessness because of the present circumstances. 

 He did not feel he could do anything for her,  no matter what the problem.)


D.
And she answered:



1.
This woman said to me, 'Give your son, that we may eat him today, and we 


will eat my son tomorrow.'  So we boiled my son, and ate him. 


2.
And I said to her on the next day, 'Give your son, that we may eat him'; but 


she has hidden her son." 


(They are arguing over an agreement they had with no remorse for the sin of 


murder and their cannibalism.)


E.
Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the woman, that he tore his 


clothes; and as he passed by on the wall, the people looked, and there underneath 


he had sackcloth on his body. 

F.
Then he said, "God do so to me and more also, if the head of Elisha the son of 


Shaphat remains on him today!"   (Instead of repenting, the king was angry at 


God and Elijah.  He tore his clothes and wore sackcloth because of his anguish 


over the circumstances, not because of remorse for his sins.)

G.
But Elisha was sitting in his house, and the elders were sitting with him. And the 


king sent a man ahead of him, but before the messenger came to him, he said to 


the elders:



1.
Do you see how this son of a murderer has sent someone to take away my 



head? 


2.
Look, when the messenger comes, shut the door, and hold him fast at the 



door. 


3.
Is not the sound of his master's feet behind him?

H.
And while he was still talking with them, there was the messenger, coming down 


to him.


I.
Then the king said:



1.
Surely this calamity is from the Lord.



2.
Why should I wait for the Lord any longer?

(In this chapter we find the city of Samaria is under seize by Syria, resulting in a great famine in Samaria.  In order to survive, they were eating donkey(s heads and bird dung!  Some parents were even considering killing and eating their own children.  Conditions were dire, and the King blamed Elisha.  The king decided it was time for action.  He might as well behead the prophet 

and surrender the town.  Elisha's reply to these declarations is in the next chapter.)

Study questions on chapter 6:

1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What request did the sons of the prophets make of Elisha?



-What was Elisha's response?



-Who did the men ask to go with them and what was the response?



-What loss occurred while the men were working?



-Why was there such concern over this loss?



-Describe what Elisha did to rectify the loss.



-Using the final outline note in this segment, make spiritual applications from this 


event.

2.
Using verses 8-23 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-What did the king of Syria decide to do?



-What warning did the man of God sent to the king of Israel?



-About what was the king of Syria perplexed and what question did he ask his 


servants?



-What was the response of the servants?



-Where did the servants say Elisha was at the time?



-Describe the troops sent by the king of Syria to Dothan.



-What concern did Elisha's servant raise?



-What prayer did Elisha pray regarding the fears of his servant?



-What did the servant see when his spiritual eyes were opened?



-What was Elisha's prayer regarding the Syrians and the results?



-Describe how Elisha deceived the Syrian troops.



-What question did the king of Israel ask when he saw the Syrians? 



-Summarize Elisha's answer to the king's question.



-Why did the Syrian raiders come no more into Israel?
3.
Using verses 24-33 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-Who came against Israel next?



-What city was besieged?



-What vile things were the people eating and what was their price?



-What appeal did a woman make to the king and what was his response?



-What dispute had occurred between this woman and another?



-What did the king do when he heard the details of this dispute?



-What threat did the king make against Elisha?



-What prophetic message did Elisha give to the elders prior to the arrival of the 


king's messenger?



-What did the king decide regarding the present calamity?  

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 7

1 Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the Lord; Thus saith the Lord, To morrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.

2 Then a lord on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God, and said, Behold, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, might this thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.

3 And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die?

4 If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.

5 And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there.

6 For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us.

7 Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their life.

8 And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp, they went into one tent, and did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, and gold, and raiment, and went and hid it; and came again, and entered into another tent, and carried thence also, and went and hid it.

9 Then they said one to another, We do not well: this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning light, some mischief will come upon us: now therefore come, that we may go and tell the king's household.

10 So they came and called unto the porter of the city: and they told them, saying, We came to the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, there was no man there, neither voice of man, but horses tied, and asses tied, and the tents as they were.

11 And he called the porters; and they told it to the king's house within.

12 And the king arose in the night, and said unto his servants, I will now shew you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we be hungry; therefore are they gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, When they come out of the city, we shall catch them alive, and get into the city.

13 And one of his servants answered and said, Let some take, I pray thee, five of the horses that remain, which are left in the city, (behold, they are as all the multitude of Israel that are left in it: behold, I say, they are even as all the multitude of the Israelites that are consumed:) and let us send and see.

14 They took therefore two chariot horses; and the king sent after the host of the Syrians, saying, Go and see.

15 And they went after them unto Jordan: and, lo, all the way was full of garments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their haste. And the messengers returned, and told the king.

16 And the people went out, and spoiled the tents of the Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the Lord.

17 And the king appointed the lord on whose hand he leaned to have the charge of the gate: and the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died, as the man of God had said, who spake when the king came down to him.

18 And it came to pass as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying, Two measures of barley for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be to morrow about this time in the gate of Samaria:

19 And that lord answered the man of God, and said, Now, behold, if the Lord should make windows in heaven, might such a thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.

20 And so it fell out unto him: for the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died.

Outline 7:
(This continues the account of the Samaritan famine from chapter 6.)

I.
The prophecy. (1-2)

A.
Then Elisha said: Hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord:  'Tomorrow 


about this time a seah of fine flour shall be sold for a shekel, and two seahs of 


barley for a shekel, at the gate of Samaria.'   (There would be quality food at low 


prices.)

B.
So an officer on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God and said, 


"Look, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, could this thing be?"


C.
And he said, "In fact, you shall see it with your eyes, but you shall not eat of it." 


(This officer's unbelief cost him his life.  Spiritual unbelief will end in death.  You 


must believe on Jesus Christ in order to be saved.) 

(Samaria was under siege and famine had resulted.  In the midst of these dire circumstances, the Prophet Elisha gave a prophetic word: "Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the Lord; Thus saith the Lord, Tomorrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria. Then a Lord on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God, and said, Behold, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, might this thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.")
II.
The problem.  (3-4)

Now there were four leprous men at the entrance of the gate, and they said to one another:


A.
Why are we sitting here until we die?


1.
If we say, 'We will enter the city,' the famine is in the city, and we shall die 


there. 





2.
And if we sit here, we die also. 

B.
Now therefore, come, let us surrender to the army of the Syrians. 


1.
If they keep us alive, we shall live.



2.
If they kill us, we shall only die.
III.
The panic.  (5-7)


A.
And they rose at twilight to go to the camp of the Syrians and when they had 


come to the outskirts of the Syrian camp, to their surprise no one was there.

B.
For the Lord had caused the army of the Syrians to hear the noise of chariots and 


the noise of horses--the noise of a great army--so they said to one another: "Look, 


the king of Israel has hired against us the kings of the Hittites and the kings of the 


Egyptians to attack us!" 

C.
Therefore they arose and fled at twilight, and left the camp intact--their tents, their 

horses, and their donkeys--and they fled for their lives.
IV.
The provision.  (8-11)


A.
And when these lepers came to the outskirts of the camp, they went into one tent 


and ate and drank, and carried from it silver and gold and clothing, and went and 


hid them; then they came back and entered another tent, and carried some from 


there also, and went and hid it.  


B.
Then they said to one another:



1.
We are not doing right. 


2.
This day is a day of good news, and we remain silent.


3.
 If we wait until morning light, some punishment will come upon us.


4.
 Now therefore, come, let us go and tell the king's household.


(You have received the good news of the Gospel.  Are you remaining silent or 


sharing it with those who are starving spiritually?)


C.
So they went and called to the gatekeepers of the city and told them: "We 



went to the Syrian camp, and surprisingly no one was there, not a human sound--


only horses and donkeys tied, and the tents intact." 

D.
And the gatekeepers called out, and they told it to the king's household inside. 

Chapter seven records the story of four starving lepers who decided to enter Syria and throw themselves on their mercy.  When they arrived at the city, they found it deserted...

"For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us. Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their life" (2 Kings 7:6-7).
V.
A cautious king.  (12-15)

A.
So the king arose in the night and said to his servants:


1.
Let me now tell you what the Syrians have done to us. 


2.
They know that we are hungry, therefore they have gone out of the camp 



to hide themselves in the field, saying: 'When they come out of the city, we 


shall catch them alive, and get into the city.'" 


B.
And one of his servants answered and said:



1.
Please, let several men take five of the remaining horses which are left in 



the city. 


2.
Their plight will be like that of the Israelites left here--they will be like all 



these Israelites who are doomed. 



3.
So let us send them and see what happened.

C.
Therefore they took two chariots with horses and the king sent them in the 



direction of the Syrian army, saying, "Go and see." 


1.
And they went after them to the Jordan.



2.
And indeed all the road was full of garments and weapons which the 



Syrians had thrown away in their haste. 


3.
So the messengers returned and told the king. 
VI.
The plunder and the prophecy fulfilled.  (16-20)


A.
Then the people went out and plundered the tents of the Syrians. 

B.
So a seah of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two seahs of barley for a shekel, 


according to the word of the Lord. 


C.
Now the king had appointed the officer on whose hand he leaned to have charge 


of the gate. But the people trampled him in the gate, and he died, just as the man 


of God had said, who spoke when the king came down to him.  (See also verse 


20.)


1.
So it happened just as the man of God had spoken to the king, 




saying, "Two seahs of barley for a shekel, and a seah of fine flour for a 



shekel, shall be sold tomorrow about this time in the gate of Samaria." 



2.
Then that officer that had answered the man of God, and said, "Now look, 



if the Lord would make windows in heaven, could such a thing be?"



3.
And the prophet had said, "In fact, you shall see it with your eyes, but you 



shall not eat of it." 


4.
And so it happened to him, for the people trampled him in the gate and he 



died.   
(The lepers came into the abandoned city and began to eat, drink, and take the spoils.  Then, convicted by their consciences, they shared the good news with the king of Samaria.  Thinking it was a trap, the Samaritans cautiously checked it out and found it to be true.  Just as Elisha had prophesied, there was a discount sale on flour!  Two measures of barley for a shekel and a measure of fine flour for a shekel--but the officer did not eat of it because of his unbelief.  Death is always the end result of unbelief.)

Study questions on chapter 7:

1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Summarize the prophetic word given by Elisha regarding the famine in Samaria.



-What was the response of one of the officers?



-What prophetic word did Elisha give to this officer?

2.
Using verses 3-4 and outline point II, summarize the discussion and decision of the four 
lepers. What did they decide to do? 

3.
Using verses 5-7 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Where did the lepers go, and what did they discover?



-What had occurred in the Syrian camp?

4.
Using verses 8-11 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What did the lepers do when they entered the Syrian camp?



-Summarize their discussion, the decision they made, and what they did next.

5.
Using verses 12-15 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What caution did the king give to his servants regarding the Syrians?



-What was the response of the servants?



-Where did the servants go and what did they discover?
6.
Using verses 16-20 and outline point  VI, answer the following questions.



-What did the people of Samaria do next?



-What prophetic words of Elisha were fulfilled in regards to the famine? 



-What prophetic words to Elisha were fulfilled in regards to the unbelieving 


officer?

7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 8

1 Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he had restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou and thine household, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn: for the Lord hath called for a famine; and it shall also come upon the land seven years.

2 And the woman arose, and did after the saying of the man of God: and she went with her household, and sojourned in the land of the Philistines seven years.

3 And it came to pass at the seven years' end, that the woman returned out of the land of the Philistines: and she went forth to cry unto the king for her house and for her land.

4 And the king talked with Gehazi the servant of the man of God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath done.

5 And it came to pass, as he was telling the king how he had restored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, whose son he had restored to life, cried to the king for her house and for her land. And Gehazi said, My lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to life.

6 And when the king asked the woman, she told him. So the king appointed unto her a certain officer, saying, Restore all that was hers, and all the fruits of the field since the day that she left the land, even until now.

7 And Elisha came to Damascus; and Ben-hadad the king of Syria was sick; and it was told him, saying, The man of God is come hither.

8 And the king said unto Hazael, Take a present in thine hand, and go, meet the man of God, and inquire of the Lord by him, saying, Shall I recover of this disease?

9 So Hazael went to meet him, and took a present with him, even of every good thing of Damascus, forty camels' burden, and came and stood before him, and said, Thy son Ben-hadad king of Syria hath sent me to thee, saying, Shall I recover of this disease?

10 And Elisha said unto him, Go, say unto him, Thou mayest certainly recover: howbeit the Lord hath shewed me that he shall surely die.

11 And he settled his countenance stedfastly, until he was ashamed: and the man of God wept.

12 And Hazael said, Why weepeth my lord? And he answered, Because I know the evil that thou wilt do unto the children of Israel: their strong holds wilt thou set on fire, and their young men wilt thou slay with the sword, and wilt dash their children, and rip up their women with child.

13 And Hazael said, But what, is thy servant a dog, that he should do this great thing? And Elisha answered, The Lord hath shewed me that thou shalt be king over Syria.

14 So he departed from Elisha, and came to his master; who said to him, What said Elisha to thee? And he answered, He told me that thou shouldest surely recover.

15 And it came to pass on the morrow, that he took a thick cloth, and dipped it in water, and spread it on his face, so that he died: and Hazael reigned in his stead.

16 And in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel, Jehoshaphat being then king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat king of Judah began to reign.

17 Thirty and two years old was he when he began to reign; and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem.

18 And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, as did the house of Ahab: for the daughter of Ahab was his wife: and he did evil in the sight of the Lord.

19 Yet the Lord would not destroy Judah for David his servant's sake, as he promised him to give him alway a light, and to his children.

20 In his days Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah, and made a king over themselves.

21 So Joram went over to Zair, and all the chariots with him: and he rose by night, and smote the Edomites which compassed him about, and the captains of the chariots: and the people fled into their tents.

22 Yet Edom revolted from under the hand of Judah unto this day. Then Libnah revolted at the same time.

23 And the rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

24 And Joram slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David: and Ahaziah his son reigned in his stead.

25 In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab king of Israel did Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah begin to reign.

26 Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri king of Israel.

27 And he walked in the way of the house of Ahab, and did evil in the sight of the Lord, as did the house of Ahab: for he was the son in law of the house of Ahab.

28 And he went with Joram the son of Ahab to the war against Hazael king of Syria in Ramoth-gilead; and the Syrians wounded Joram.

29 And king Joram went back to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians had given him at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick.

Outline 8:

(Land restored; death of Ben-Hadad; reigns of Jehoram and Ahaziah.)
I.
The king restores the Shunammite's land.  (1-6) 


A.
Then Elisha spoke to the woman whose son he had restored to life, saying:



1.
Arise and go, you and your household, and stay wherever you can.



2.
For the Lord has called for a famine.



3.
Furthermore, it will come upon the land for seven years.

B.
So the woman arose and did according to the saying of the man of God.



1.
And she went with her household and dwelt in the land of the Philistines 



seven years. 



2.
It came to pass, at the end of seven years, that the woman returned from 



the land of the Philistines and she went to make an appeal to the king for 



her house and for her land. 

C.
Then the king talked with Gehazi, the servant of the man of God, saying, "Tell 


me, please, all the great things Elisha has done." 


1.
Now it happened, as he was telling the king how he had restored the dead 



to life, that there was the woman whose son he had restored to life, 




appealing to the king for her house and for her land. 


2.
And Gehazi said, "My lord, oh king, this is the woman, and this is her son 



whom Elisha restored to life."


3.
And when the king asked the woman, she told him.


D.
So the king appointed a certain officer for her, saying, "Restore all that was hers, 


and all the proceeds of the field from the day that she left the land until now." 
(Elisha warned the woman whose son he had restored to life to escape divine judgment of a famine.  When this woman returned home after the seven years of famine, she sought to have her land restored. When she came into the court room, the king was talking to Gehazi--Elisha's former servant--about the miracles Elisha had performed. Gehazi had just related the story of the dead boy raised to life(when in walks the boy(s mother!  All she lost was restored to her by the king.  If you have experienced great loss in your life, God's Word to you is:  (And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the caterpillar, and the palmerworm...(: Joel 2:25.   God will set in motion providential circumstances to see that all you have lost will be restored.
The really interesting point in this account is the fact that Gehazi was in the king's court. 
 If you will recall, Gehazi had been stricken with leprosy because of his sin of greed.  See Supplemental Study Five for further study on t his subject .)

II.
Death of Ben-Hadad.  (7-15) 


A.
Then Elisha went to Damascus, and Ben-Hadad king of Syria was sick, and it was 


told him, saying, "The man of God has come here."

B.
And the king said to Hazael, "Take a present in your hand, and go to meet the man 

of God, and inquire of the Lord by him, saying, 'Shall I recover from this 



disease?'"  (Despite his sin and idolatry, in the time of difficulty he turned to the 


prophet of God for answers.  There is no record of his repentance, however.)


1.
So Hazael went to meet him and took a present with him, of every good 



thing of Damascus, forty camel-loads.  (Perhaps he was trying to assure 



his healing by his generosity.)


2.
He came and stood before him, and said, "Your son Ben-Hadad king of 



Syria has sent me to you, saying, 'Shall I recover from this disease?'" 


C.
And Elisha said to him: "Go, say to him:



1.
You shall certainly recover.


2.
 However the Lord has shown me that he will really die.


(These are not conflicting statements.  Ben-Hadad would not die from the illness, 


but he would be murdered by Hazael who would then seize the throne.)


D.
Then Elisha set his countenance in a stare until he was ashamed; and the man of 


God wept.  


1.
And Hazael said, "Why is my lord weeping?"



2.
Elisha answered: Because I know the evil that you will do to the children 



of Israel.




a.
You will set their strongholds on fire.




b.
You will kill their young men with the sword.




c.
You will dash their children.




d.
You will rip open their women with child. 




(See Amos 1:13; Hosea 13:16; 2 Kings 9:14-15; 12:17-18; 13:3-7, 1-16.)

E.
So Hazael said, "But what is your servant--a dog, that he should do this gross 


thing?"

F.
And Elisha answered, "The Lord has shown me that you will become king over 


Syria." 


G.
Then he departed from Elisha, and came to his master, who said to him, "What 


did Elisha say to you?" And he answered, "He told me you would surely recover." 


1.
But it happened on the next day that Hazael took a thick cloth, dipped it in 



water, and spread it over his face so that he died.  (Hazael smothered him.)


2.
And Hazael reigned in his place. 

(Ben‑hadad, the king of Syria was sick, and he sent his servant, Hazael, to inquire of Elisha concerning his fate.  Elisha told Hazael that the king could certainly recover, but the Lord had revealed he would die at the hands of Hazael.  Elisha wept, because he foresaw the evil that would transpire under this man(s reign.  Hazael, with carnal reasoning, didn't understand what was happening.  Why weep over a man who sought your life?  He didn't grasp the meaning of Elisha(s sorrow. Hazael returned to the king and told him that Elisha said he would recover.  Then the next day, Hazael took a thick cloth, dipped it in water, and smothered King Ben‑hadad.) 
III.
Jehoram reigns in Judah.   (16-24)

(2 Chronicles 21)


A.
Now in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab, king of Israel, Jehoshaphat having 

been king of Judah, Jehoram his son began to reign as king of Judah.


1.
He was thirty-two years old when he became king.



2.
He reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 


3.
And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab 



had done, for the daughter of Ahab was his wife and he did evil in the 



sight of the Lord. 


4.
Yet the Lord would not destroy Judah, for the sake of His servant David, 



as He promised him to give a lamp to him and his sons forever.   (Even in 



the darkest of times during the period of the kings, God remained true to 



this promise.  He still remains true to it, as Jesus Christ reigns as King.) 

B.
In his days Edom revolted against Judah's authority and made a king over 



themselves. 


1.
So Joram went to Zair, and all his chariots with him. 


2.
Then he rose by night and attacked the Edomites who had surrounded him, 


and the captains of the chariots and the troops fled to their tents.


3.
Thus Edom has been in revolt against Judah's authority to this day. 


4.
And Libnah revolted at that time. 


C.
Now the rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he did, are they not written in the 


book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 


1.
So Joram rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the 



City of David. 


2.
Then Ahaziah his son reigned in his place. 

IV.
Ahaziah reigns in Judah.  (25-29) 


(2 Chronicles 22:1-6)


A.
In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahaziah the son of 


Jehoram, king of Judah, began to reign.


1.
Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became king.



2.
He reigned one year in Jerusalem. 


3.
His mother's name was Athaliah, the granddaughter of Omri, king of 



Israel. 


B.
And he walked in the way of the house of Ahab, and did evil in the sight of the 


Lord, like the house of Ahab, for he was the son-in-law of the house of Ahab. 


C.
Now he went with Joram the son of Ahab to war against Hazael king of Syria at 


Ramoth Gilead.



1.
And the Syrians wounded Joram. 


2.
Then King Joram went back to Jezreel to recover from the wounds which 



the Syrians had inflicted on him at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael 



king of Syria. 


3.
And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down to see Joram 



the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he was sick. 

Study questions on chapter 8:

1.
Using verses 1-6 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What instructions did Elisha give to the Shunammite woman whose son he had 


restored to life? What was her response?



-What appeal did the woman make to the king at the end of seven years?



-What was Gehazi doing in the court room when this woman arrived?



-What was the king's verdict regarding this woman's property?



-Using Supplemental Study Five, summarize what may have happened to 



enable Gehazi--who had been stricken with leprosy--to be in the kings' court.
2.
Using verses 7-15 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Where did Elisha go next?



-What was wrong with Ben-Hadad?



-Who did Ben-Hadad send to meet with Elisha?



-What was Ben-Hadad's question?



-Summarize Elisha's answer and explain the true meaning of his answer.



-What prophetic word did Elisha give to Hazael?



-What did Hazael do when he returned back to the palace?



-What happened to Ben-Hadad?



-Who reigned in Ben-Hadad's place? 

3.
Using verses  16-24 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Where was Jehoram reigning?



-Who was Jehoram's father?



-How old was he when he became king?



-For how many years did he reign?



-What does this passage reveal regarding his reign?


-Why did the Lord not destroy Judah?



-Who revolted against Judah's authority during the reign of King Jehoram and 


how did the king respond?



-Who else revolted at that time?



-Who reigned in Jehoram's place?

4.
Using verses 25-29 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Who reigned next in Judah?


-Who was his father and mother?



-What do you learn about the spiritual level of  his reign in this passage?



-With whom did this king war against Syria?



-Who was wounded in the battle?



-Where did this king go to recover from his wounds?



-Who went down to see him during his recovery?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 9

1 And Elisha the prophet called one of the children of the prophets, and said unto him, Gird up thy loins, and take this box of oil in thine hand, and go to Ramoth-gilead:

2 And when thou comest thither, look out there Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi, and go in, and make him arise up from among his brethren, and carry him to an inner chamber;

3 Then take the box of oil, and pour it on his head, and say, Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel. Then open the door, and flee, and tarry not.

4 So the young man, even the young man the prophet, went to Ramoth-gilead.

5 And when he came, behold, the captains of the host were sitting; and he said, I have an errand to thee, O captain. And Jehu said, Unto which of all us? And he said, To thee, O captain.

6 And he arose, and went into the house; and he poured the oil on his head, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, I have anointed thee king over the people of the Lord, even over Israel.

7 And thou shalt smite the house of Ahab thy master, that I may avenge the blood of my servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord, at the hand of Jezebel.

8 For the whole house of Ahab shall perish: and I will cut off from Ahab him that pisseth against the wall, and him that is shut up and left in Israel:

9 And I will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah:

10 And the dogs shall eat Jezebel in the portion of Jezreel, and there shall be none to bury her. And he opened the door, and fled.

11 Then Jehu came forth to the servants of his lord: and one said unto him, Is all well? wherefore came this mad fellow to thee? And he said unto them, Ye know the man, and his communication.

12 And they said, It is false; tell us now. And he said, Thus and thus spake he to me, saying, Thus saith the Lord, I have anointed thee king over Israel.

13 Then they hasted, and took every man his garment, and put it under him on the top of the stairs, and blew with trumpets, saying, Jehu is king.

14 So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired against Joram. (Now Joram had kept Ramoth-gilead, he and all Israel, because of Hazael king of Syria.

15 But king Joram was returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the Syrians had given him, when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) And Jehu said, If it be your minds, then let none go forth nor escape out of the city to go to tell it in Jezreel.

16 So Jehu rode in a chariot, and went to Jezreel; for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah was come down to see Joram.

17 And there stood a watchman on the tower in Jezreel, and he spied the company of Jehu as he came, and said, I see a company. And Joram said, Take an horseman, and send to meet them, and let him say, Is it peace?

18 So there went one on horseback to meet him, and said, Thus saith the king, Is it peace? And Jehu said, What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee behind me. And the watchman told, saying, The messenger came to them, but he cometh not again.

19 Then he sent out a second on horseback, which came to them, and said, Thus saith the king, Is it peace? And Jehu answered, What hast thou to do with peace? turn thee behind me.

20 And the watchman told, saying, He came even unto them, and cometh not again: and the driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of Nimshi; for he driveth furiously.

21 And Joram said, Make ready. And his chariot was made ready. And Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his chariot, and they went out against Jehu, and met him in the portion of Naboth the Jezreelite.

22 And it came to pass, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, Is it peace, Jehu? And he answered, What peace, so long as the whoredoms of thy mother Jezebel and her witchcrafts are so many?

23 And Joram turned his hands, and fled, and said to Ahaziah, There is treachery, O Ahaziah.

24 And Jehu drew a bow with his full strength, and smote Jehoram between his arms, and the arrow went out at his heart, and he sunk down in his chariot.

25 Then said Jehu to Bidkar his captain, Take up, and cast him in the portion of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite: for remember how that, when I and thou rode together after Ahab his father, the Lord laid this burden upon him;

26 Surely I have seen yesterday the blood of Naboth, and the blood of his sons, saith the Lord; and I will requite thee in this plat, saith the Lord. Now therefore take and cast him into the plat of ground, according to the word of the Lord.

27 But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled by the way of the garden house. And Jehu followed after him, and said, Smite him also in the chariot. And they did so at the going up to Gur, which is by Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo, and died there.

28 And his servants carried him in a chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his sepulchre with his fathers in the city of David.

29 And in the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab began Ahaziah to reign over Judah.

30 And when Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her face, and tired her head, and looked out at a window.

31 And as Jehu entered in at the gate, she said, Had Zimri peace, who slew his master?

32 And he lifted up his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And there looked out to him two or three eunuchs.

33 And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her down: and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and he trode her under foot.

34 And when he was come in, he did eat and drink, and said, Go, see now this cursed woman, and bury her: for she is a king's daughter.

35 And they went to bury her: but they found no more of her than the skull, and the feet, and the palms of her hands.

36 Wherefore they came again, and told him. And he said, This is the word of the Lord, which he spake by his servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall dogs eat the flesh of Jezebel:
37 And the carcase of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in the portion of Jezreel; so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel.

Outline 9:

(Jehu; Joram; Ahaziah; Jezebel's death.)
I.
Jehu anointed king of Israel.  (1-13)

(This is not the prophet Jehu of 1 Kings 6.)


A.
And Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets, and said to him:



1.
Get yourself ready, take this flask of oil in your hand, and go to Ramoth 



Gilead. 


2.
Now when you arrive at that place, look there for Jehu the son of 




Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi.



3.
Go in and make him rise up from among his associates, and take him to an 


inner room. 


4.
Then take the flask of oil, and pour it on his head, and say,  Thus says the 



Lord: "I have anointed you king over Israel." 


5.
Then open the door and flee, and do not delay. 



(Jehu had been prophetically anointed to be the future king 1 Kings 19:16-18.  


Now he is anointed to show that the time of the fulfillment of that prophecy is at 


hand.)

B.
So the young man, the servant of the prophet, went to Ramoth Gilead. 


1.
And when he arrived, there were the captains of the army sitting.



2.
And he said, "I have a message for you, Commander."



3.
Jehu said, "For which one of us?"



4.
And he said, "For you, Commander." 


5.
Then he arose and went into the house. 

C.
And he poured the oil on his head, and said to him: Thus says the Lord God of 


Israel: 


1.
I have anointed you king over the people of the Lord, over Israel.


2.
You shall strike down the house of Ahab your master, that I may avenge 



the blood of My servants the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of 



the Lord, at the hand of Jezebel. 



a
For the whole house of Ahab shall perish and I will cut off from 




Ahab all the males in Israel, both bond and free. 



b.
So I will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jeroboam the 




son of Nebat, and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahijah. 



c.
The dogs shall eat Jezebel on the plot of ground at Jezreel, and 




there shall be none to bury her. 

D.
And he opened the door and fled. 


E.
Then Jehu came out to the servants of his master, and one said to him:



Is all well? Why did this madman come to you?  (He called the prophet of God 


crazy.  See 1 Corinthians 1:18.)


1.
And he said to them, "You know the man and his babble." 



2.
And they said, "A lie! Tell us now."



3.
So he said, "Thus and thus he spoke to me, saying, Thus says the Lord: I 



have anointed you king over Israel." 


F.
Then each man hastened to take his garment and put it under him on the top of the 

steps; and they blew trumpets, saying, "Jehu is king!"   (With their garments, they 


laid a carpet for an immediate coronation.)
II.
The death of Joram of Israel.  (14-26)

A.
So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi, conspired against Joram who 


had been defending Ramoth Gilead, he and all Israel, against Hazael king of Syria. 


1.
But King Joram had returned to Jezreel to recover from the wounds which 



the Syrians had inflicted on him when he fought with Hazael king of Syria. 


2.
And Jehu said, "If you are so minded, let no one leave or escape from the 



city to go and tell it in Jezreel." 

B.
So Jehu rode in a chariot and went to Jezreel, for Joram was laid up there, and 


Ahaziah king of Judah had come down to see Joram. 



1.
 Now a watchman stood on the tower in Jezreel, and he saw the company 



of Jehu as he came, and said, "I see a company of men."



2.
And Joram said, "Get a horseman and send him to meet them, and let him 



say, 'Is it peace?'" 




a.
So the horseman went to meet him, and said, "Thus says the king: 




'Is it peace?'"




b.
And Jehu said, "What have you to do with peace? Turn around and 



follow me."




c.
So the watchman reported, saying, "The messenger went to them, 




but is not coming back." 



3.
Then he sent out a second horseman who came to them, and said, "Thus 



says the king: 'Is it peace?'"




a.
And Jehu answered, "What have you to do with peace? Turn 




around and follow me." 




b.
So the watchman reported, saying, "He went up to them and is not 




coming back. His driving is like the driving of Jehu the son of 




Nimshi, for he drives furiously!" 


C.
Then Joram said, "Make ready." And his chariot was made ready. 


1.
Then Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah went out, each in his 


chariot, to meet Jehu on the property of  Naboth the Jezreelite.


2.
Now it happened, when Joram saw Jehu, that he said, "Is it peace, Jehu?"



3.
So he answered, "What peace, as long as the harlotries of your mother 



Jezebel and her witchcraft are so many?" 

D.
Then Joram turned around and fled, and said to Ahaziah, "Treachery, Ahaziah!" 


1.
Now Jehu drew his bow with full strength and shot Jehoram between his 



arms; and the arrow came out at his heart, and he sank down in his chariot.


2.
Then Jehu said to Bidkar his captain, "Pick him up, and throw him into the 


tract of the field of Naboth the Jezreelite.



3.
For remember, when you and I were riding together behind Ahab his 



father, that the Lord laid this burden upon him.  The Lord said:




a.
Surely I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of his 




sons.




b.
I will repay you in this plot.




(Injustices do not go unnoticed by God.)



4.
Now therefore, take and throw him on the plot of ground, according to the 



word of the Lord. 



(See the story of Naboth and Ahab in 1 Kings 21.)
III.
The death of Ahaziah of Judah.  (27-29) 


(2 Chronicles 22:7-9)


A.
But when Ahaziah king of Judah saw this, he fled by the road to Beth Haggan. 

B.
So Jehu pursued him, and said, "Shoot him also in the chariot." And they shot him 

at the Ascent of Gur, which is by Ibleam. 

C.
Then he fled to Megiddo, and died there. And his servants carried him in the 


chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb with his fathers in the City of 


David.

D.
In the eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab, Ahaziah had become king over 


Judah. 

IV.
The death of Jezebel.  (30-37)

A.
Now when Jehu had come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she put paint on her 


eyes and adorned her head, and looked through a window. 

B.
Then, as Jehu entered at the gate, she said, "Is it peace, Zimri, murderer of your 


master?" 

C.
And he looked up at the window, and said, "Who is on my side? Who?" 

D.
So two or three eunuchs looked out at him. Then he said, "Throw her down." 

E.
So they threw her down, and some of her blood spattered on the wall and on the 


horses; and he trampled her underfoot.

F.
And when he had gone in, he ate and drank. Then he said, "Go now, see to this 


accursed woman, and bury her, for she was a king's daughter." 


1.
So they went to bury her, but they found no more of her than the skull and 



the feet and the palms of her hands. 


2.
Therefore they came back and told him. 

G.
And he said:
This is the word of the Lord, which He spoke by His servant Elijah 

the Tishbite (1 Kings 21:21-24), saying:



1.
On the plot of ground at Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel.



2.
The corpse of Jezebel shall be as refuse on the surface of the field, in the 



plot at Jezreel, so that they shall not say, "Here lies Jezebel."' 




(There was nothing left to bury, fulfilling a prophecy by Elijah in 1 Kings 



21:23.)
Study questions on chapter 9:

1.
Using verses 1-13 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Summarize the instructions Elisha gave to one of the sons of the prophets.




-To where was this man dispatched?  



-What was he to do when he arrived?



-Summarize the conversation between this man and commander Jehu.



-What did the man do to Jehu?



-Summarize the prophetic word given in regards to:




-Jehu.




-Ahab.




-Jezebel.




-The house of Ahab.



-What did the man do after giving this prophecy?



-What questions did Jehu's servants ask after the man had departed and what was 


Jehu's response?



-What did the servants do when they heard this prophetic word?

2.
Using verses 14-26 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Where was King Joram and from what was he recovering at the time of the 


events in this passage?



-Describe what happened in regards to the two messengers sent by Jehu.



-Where did Jehu meet Jehoram? What is significant about this location?



-What did Jehu do when Jehoram arrived?



-Summarize what Jehu said following Jehoram's death. 



-What was done with Jehoram's body?

3.
Using verses 27-29 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What did Ahaziah do when he heard about these events?



-Who pursued Ahaziah and what were the results? 

4.
Using verses 30-37 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What did Jezebel do when she heard about these events?



-What question did Jezebel ask as Jehu entered the gate?



-What was Jehu's response?



-How did Jezebel die?



-How did this fulfill the prophetic word spoken by Elijah in 1 Kings 21:21-24?



-Why was Jezebel not buried?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 10

1 And Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. And Jehu wrote letters, and sent to Samaria, unto the rulers of Jezreel, to the elders, and to them that brought up Ahab's children, saying,

2 Now as soon as this letter cometh to you, seeing your master's sons are with you, and there are with you chariots and horses, a fenced city also, and armour;

3 Look even out the best and meetest of your master's sons, and set him on his father's throne, and fight for your master's house.

4 But they were exceedingly afraid, and said, Behold, two kings stood not before him: how then shall we stand?

5 And he that was over the house, and he that was over the city, the elders also, and the bringers up of the children, sent to Jehu, saying, We are thy servants, and will do all that thou shalt bid us; we will not make any king: do thou that which is good in thine eyes.

6 Then he wrote a letter the second time to them, saying, If ye be mine, and if ye will hearken unto my voice, take ye the heads of the men your master's sons, and come to me to Jezreel by to morrow this time. Now the king's sons, being seventy persons, were with the great men of the city, which brought them up.

7 And it came to pass, when the letter came to them, that they took the king's sons, and slew seventy persons, and put their heads in baskets, and sent him them to Jezreel.

8 And there came a messenger, and told him, saying, They have brought the heads of the king's sons. And he said, Lay ye them in two heaps at the entering in of the gate until the morning.

9 And it came to pass in the morning, that he went out, and stood, and said to all the people, Ye be righteous: behold, I conspired against my master, and slew him: but who slew all these?

10 Know now that there shall fall unto the earth nothing of the word of the Lord, which the Lord spake concerning the house of Ahab: for the Lord hath done that which he spake by his servant Elijah.

11 So Jehu slew all that remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, and all his great men, and his kinsfolks, and his priests, until he left him none remaining.

12 And he arose and departed, and came to Samaria. And as he was at the shearing house in the way,

13 Jehu met with the brethren of Ahaziah king of Judah, and said, Who are ye? And they answered, We are the brethren of Ahaziah; and we go down to salute the children of the king and the children of the queen.

14 And he said, Take them alive. And they took them alive, and slew them at the pit of the shearing house, even two and forty men; neither left he any of them.

15 And when he was departed thence, he lighted on Jehonadab the son of Rechab coming to meet him: and he saluted him, and said to him, Is thine heart right, as my heart is with thy heart? And Jehonadab answered, It is. If it be, give me thine hand. And he gave him his hand; and he took him up to him into the chariot.

16 And he said, Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord. So they made him ride in his chariot.

17 And when he came to Samaria, he slew all that remained unto Ahab in Samaria, till he had destroyed him, according to the saying of the Lord, which he spake to Elijah.

18 And Jehu gathered all the people together, and said unto them, Ahab served Baal a little; but Jehu shall serve him much.

19 Now therefore call unto me all the prophets of Baal, all his servants, and all his priests; let none be wanting: for I have a great sacrifice to do to Baal; whosoever shall be wanting, he shall not live. But Jehu did it in subtilty, to the intent that he might destroy the worshippers of Baal.

20 And Jehu said, Proclaim a solemn assembly for Baal. And they proclaimed it.

21 And Jehu sent through all Israel: and all the worshippers of Baal came, so that there was not a man left that came not. And they came into the house of Baal; and the house of Baal was full from one end to another.

22 And he said unto him that was over the vestry, Bring forth vestments for all the worshippers of Baal. And he brought them forth vestments.

23 And Jehu went, and Jehonadab the son of Rechab, into the house of Baal, and said unto the worshippers of Baal, Search, and look that there be here with you none of the servants of the Lord, but the worshippers of Baal only.

24 And when they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings, Jehu appointed fourscore men without, and said, If any of the men whom I have brought into your hands escape, he that letteth him go, his life shall be for the life of him.

25 And it came to pass, as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, that Jehu said to the guard and to the captains, Go in, and slay them; let none come forth. And they smote them with the edge of the sword; and the guard and the captains cast them out, and went to the city of the house of Baal.

26 And they brought forth the images out of the house of Baal, and burned them.

27 And they brake down the image of Baal, and brake down the house of Baal, and made it a draught house unto this day.

28 Thus Jehu destroyed Baal out of Israel.

29 Howbeit from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, Jehu departed not from after them, to wit, the golden calves that were in Bethel, and that were in Dan.

30 And the Lord said unto Jehu, Because thou hast done well in executing that which is right in mine eyes, and hast done unto the house of Ahab according to all that was in mine heart, thy children of the fourth generation shall sit on the throne of Israel.

31 But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord God of Israel with all his heart: for he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam, which made Israel to sin.

32 In those days the Lord began to cut Israel short: and Hazael smote them in all the coasts of Israel;

33 From Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead, the Gadites, and the Reubenites, and the Manassites, from Aroer, which is by the river Arnon, even Gilead and Bashan.

34 Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, and all that he did, and all his might, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

35 And Jehu slept with his fathers: and they buried him in Samaria. And Jehoahaz his son reigned in his stead.

36 And the time that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty and eight years.

Outline 10:
(Deaths in the families of Ahab and Ahaziah; idolaters killed; Jehu dies.)
I.
Jehu kills Ahab's sons.  (1-11) 


A.
Now Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. 

B.
And Jehu wrote and sent letters to Samaria, to the rulers of Jezreel, to the elders, 


and to those who reared Ahab's sons, saying:  Now as soon as this letter comes to 


you--since your master's sons are with you, and you have chariots and horses, a 


fortified city also, and weapons:



1.
Choose the best qualified of your master's sons.



2.
Set him on his father's throne.



3.
Fight for your master's house. 


C.
But they were exceedingly afraid, and said:



1.
Look, two kings (Joram and Ahaziah) could not stand up to him.



2.
How then can we stand? 

D.
And he who was in charge of the house, and he who was in charge of the city, the 


elders also, and those who reared the sons, sent to Jehu, saying:



1.
We are your servants.



2.
We will do all you tell us.



3.
But we will not make anyone king. 


4.
Do what is good in your sight. 

E.
Then Jehu wrote a second letter to them, saying:  If you are for me and will obey 


my voice, take the heads of these men--your master's sons--and come to me at 


Jezreel by this time tomorrow.


F.
Now the king's sons--seventy of them--were with the great men of the city, who 


were rearing them. 


1.
So it was, when the letter came to them, that they took the king's sons and 



slaughtered seventy persons, put their heads in baskets and sent them to 



him at Jezreel. 



2.
Then a messenger came and told him, saying, "They have brought the 



heads of the king's sons."



3.
And he said, "Lay them in two heaps at the entrance of the gate until 



morning." 


G.
So it was, in the morning, that he went out and stood, and said to all the people:



1.
You are righteous. 


2.
Indeed I conspired against my master and killed him; but who killed all 



these? 


3.
Know now that nothing shall fall to the earth of the word of the Lord 



which the Lord spoke concerning the house of Ahab.



4.
For the Lord has done what He spoke by His servant Elijah. 

H.
So Jehu killed all who remained of the house of Ahab in Jezreel, all his great 


men, his close acquaintances, and his priests, until he left him none remaining. 


(This fulfilled the prophetic word of Elijah that the line of the godless King Ahab 


would be terminated:  1 Kings 21:20-29.)

II.
Jehu kills Ahaziah's sons.  (12-14) 


A.
And Jehu arose and departed and went to Samaria. 

B.
On the way, at Beth Eked of the Shepherds, Jehu met with the brothers of Ahaziah 

king of Judah, and said, "Who are you?"


C.
So they answered:



1.
We are the brothers of Ahaziah.



2.
We have come down to greet the sons of the king and the sons of the 



queen mother. 


D.
And Jehu said, "Take them alive!" 


1.
So they took them alive.



2.
They killed them at the well of Beth Eked, forty-two men.



3.
He left none of them. 

III.
Jehu kills the remainder of Ahab's family.   (15-17)

A.
Now when he departed from there, he met Jehonadab the son of Rechab, coming 


to meet him and he greeted him and said to him, "Is your heart right, as my heart 


is toward your heart?"  (Jehonadab was the son of Rechab who founded the 


Rechabities, a reform movement mentioned by prophet Jeremiah in chapter 35.)

B.
And Jehonadab answered, "It is."


C.
Jehu said, "If it is, give me your hand." So he gave him his hand, and he took him 


up to him into the chariot. 


1.
Then he said, "Come with me, and see my zeal for the Lord." 


2.
So they had him ride in his chariot.

D.
And when he came to Samaria, he killed all who remained to Ahab in Samaria, till 

he had destroyed them, according to the word of the Lord which He spoke to 


Elijah. 

IV.
Jehu kills the idolaters. (18-31)

A.
Then Jehu gathered all the people together, and said to them:



1.
Ahab served Baal a little, Jehu will serve him much. 


2.
Now therefore, call to me all the prophets of Baal, all his servants, and all 



his priests. 


3.
Let no one be missing, for I have a great sacrifice for Baal. 


4.
Whoever is missing shall not live.

B.
 But Jehu acted deceptively, with the intent of destroying the worshipers of Baal. 
C.
And Jehu said, "Proclaim a solemn assembly for Baal." So they proclaimed it.

D.
Then Jehu sent throughout all Israel; and all the worshipers of Baal came, so that 


there was not a man left who did not come. So they came into the Temple of Baal, 

and the Temple of Baal was full from one end to the other. 

E.
And he said to the one in charge of the wardrobe, "Bring out vestments for all the 


worshipers of Baal." So he brought out vestments for them. 

F.
Then Jehu and Jehonadab the son of Rechab went into the Temple of Baal, and 


said to the worshipers of Baal, "Search and see that no servants of the Lord are 


here with you, but only the worshipers of Baal." 

G.
So they went in to offer sacrifices and burnt offerings. 

H.
Now Jehu had appointed for himself eighty men on the outside, and had said, "If 


any of the men whom I have brought into your hands escapes, whoever lets him 


escape, it shall be his life for the life of the other." 


I.
Now it happened, as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, 


that Jehu said to the guard and to the captains: "Go in and kill them.  Let no one 


come out!" And they killed them with the edge of the sword.


J.
Then the guards and the officers threw them out, and went into the inner room of 


the Temple of Baal. 


1.
And they brought the sacred pillars out of the Temple of Baal and burned 



them. 


2.
Then they broke down the sacred pillar of Baal, and tore down the Temple 



of Baal and made it a refuse dump to this day. 


3.
Thus Jehu destroyed Baal from Israel. 


K.
However Jehu did not turn away from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 


had made Israel sin, that is, from the golden calves that were at Bethel and Dan.


(Although Jehu abolished Baal worship, he did not mandate true worship.  He 


allowed the golden calves to remain because politics were more important to him 


than complete obedience to God.  The calves were emblems of Israel's 



independence from Judah since the founding of the northern kingdom.)


L.
And the Lord said to Jehu, "Because you have done well in doing what is right in 


My sight, and have done to the house of Ahab all that was in My heart, your sons 


shall sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation."   (These four generations 


were Jehoahaz, Joash, Jeroboam II, and Zachariah.)

M.
But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord God of Israel with all his 


heart; for he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam, who had made Israel sin. 


(Despite the grace extended to him, Jehu did not walk in God's ways.)

V.
Hazael's conquests.  (32-33) 


A.
In those days the Lord began to cut off parts of Israel and Hazael conquered them 


in all the territory of Israel.


B.
From the Jordan eastward: All the land of Gilead--Gad, Reuben, and Manasseh--


from Aroer, which is by the River Arnon, including 
Gilead and Bashan.
VI.
The death of Jehu.  (34-36) 


A.
Now the rest of the acts of Jehu, all that he did, and all his might, are they not 


written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

B.
So Jehu rested with his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria. 

C.
Then Jehoahaz his son reigned in his place. 

D.
And the period that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria was twenty-eight 



years. 

Study questions on chapter 10:

1.
Using verses 1-11 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-How many sons did Ahab have?



-What message did Jehu send to the leaders in Samaria?



-What was the fearful response of the leaders to Jehu's message?



-What response was sent to Jehu from the person in charge of Ahab's household?



-What message did Jehu send in his second letter?



-What did the leaders do to Ahab's sons when they received this message?



-What was sent to Jehu to confirm what had occurred?



-What did Jehu do to those who remained in the house of Ahab?



-Who else did Jehu  kill? Were all of these deaths part of God's instructions? 

2.
Using verses 12-14 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who did Jehu meet on the way to Samaria?



-What question did he ask the men and what was their response?



-What did Jehu do in response?



-How many men were killed?

3.
Using verses 15-17  and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-Who did Jehu meet next?



-Summarize the conversation with this man.



-What happened when Jehu arrived in Samaria? 

4.
Using verses 18-31 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Summarize Jehu's message to the people regarding Baal.  What did he tell the 


people to do?



-What happened when the worshippers of Baal were assembled together?




-What did the worshippers of Baal do?




-What  did Jehu do?




-How many men of Jehu assisted?



-What did Jehu and his guards and officers do after the death of the worshippers 


of Baal?



-What did Jehu fail to do?



-Summarize the message of the Lord to Jehu. What did the Lord promise him?



-What do you learn about Jehu in verse 31?

5.
Using verses 32-33 and outline point V, describe the conquests of Hazael.

6.
Using verses 34-36 and outline point VI, answer the following questions.



-How long did Jehu reign in Israel?



-Who reigned in Jehu's place after his death?
7.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 11

1 And when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that her son was dead, she arose and destroyed all the seed royal.

2 But Jehosheba, the daughter of king Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole him from among the king's sons which were slain; and they hid him, even him and his nurse, in the bedchamber from Athaliah, so that he was not slain.

3 And he was with her hid in the house of the Lord six years. And Athaliah did reign over the land.

4 And the seventh year Jehoiada sent and fetched the rulers over hundreds, with the captains and the guard, and brought them to him into the house of the Lord, and made a covenant with them, and took an oath of them in the house of the Lord, and shewed them the king's son.

5 And he commanded them, saying, This is the thing that ye shall do; A third part of you that enter in on the sabbath shall even be keepers of the watch of the king's house;

6 And a third part shall be at the gate of Sur; and a third part at the gate behind the guard: so shall ye keep the watch of the house, that it be not broken down.

7 And two parts of all you that go forth on the sabbath, even they shall keep the watch of the house of the Lord about the king.

8 And ye shall compass the king around about, every man with his weapons in his hand: and he that cometh within the ranges, let him be slain: and be ye with the king as he goeth out and as he cometh in.

9 And the captains over the hundreds did according to all things that Jehoiada the priest commanded: and they took every man his men that were to come in on the sabbath, with them that should go out on the sabbath, and came to Jehoiada the priest.

10 And to the captains over hundreds did the priest give king David's spears and shields, that were in the Temple of the Lord.

11 And the guard stood, every man with his weapons in his hand, round about the king, from the right corner of the Temple to the left corner of the Temple, along by the altar and the Temple.

12 And he brought forth the king's son, and put the crown upon him, and gave him the testimony; and they made him king, and anointed him; and they clapped their hands, and said, God save the king.

13 And when Athaliah heard the noise of the guard and of the people, she came to the people into the Temple of the Lord.

14 And when she looked, behold, the king stood by a pillar, as the manner was, and the princes and the trumpeters by the king, and all the people of the land rejoiced, and blew with trumpets: and Athaliah rent her clothes, and cried, Treason, Treason.

15 But Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains of the hundreds, the officers of the host, and said unto them, Have her forth without the ranges: and him that followeth her kill with the sword. For the priest had said, Let her not be slain in the house of the Lord.

16 And they laid hands on her; and she went by the way by the which the horses came into the king's house: and there was she slain.

17 And Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord and the king and the people that they should be the Lord's people; between the king also and the people.

18 And all the people of the land went into the house of Baal, and brake it down; his altars and his images brake they in pieces throughly, and slew Mattan the priest of Baal before the altars. And the priest appointed officers over the house of the Lord.

19 And he took the rulers over hundreds, and the captains, and the guard, and all the people of the land; and they brought down the king from the house of the Lord, and came by the way of the gate of the guard to the king's house. And he sat on the throne of the kings.

20 And all the people of the land rejoiced, and the city was in quiet: and they slew Athaliah with the sword beside the king's house.

21 Seven years old was Jehoash when he began to reign.

Outline 11:
(Reigns of Athaliah and Joash; death of Athaliah.)
I.
Athaliah, an evil queen, reigns in Judah. (1-3) 


(2 Chronicles 22:10-12)


A.
When Athaliah, the mother of Ahaziah, saw that her son was dead, she arose and 


destroyed all the royal heirs.   (Athaliah was the daughter of wicked Ahab and 


Jezebel.  She had married Jehoram of Judah, the son of godly King Jehoshaphat.  


When her son was dead, she killed the royal heirs and seized the throne for 


herself.)

B.
But Jehosheba, the daughter of King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son 


of Ahaziah, and stole him away from among the king's sons who were being 


murdered.  (Jehosheba, a little-known woman, preserved the royal line.  You may 


not be well known, but God may have important tasks for you as well.)


1.
They hid him and his nurse in the bedroom, from Athaliah, so that he was 



not killed. 


2.
So he was hidden with her in the house of the Lord for six years, while 



Athaliah reigned over the land as queen. 


(People who thought all of the royal heirs had been killed may have questioned 


where God was and what He was doing.  But God always has a plan, even though 

at times it is hidden.  When it is the proper time, His plan will be revealed just as 


Joash was revealed in God's perfect timing.)  

II.
Joash crowned King of Judah.  (4-12) 


(2 Chronicles 23:1-11)


A.
In the seventh year Jehoiada sent and brought the captains of hundreds--of the 


bodyguards and the escorts--and brought them into the house of the Lord to him. 


And he made a covenant with them and took an oath from them in the house of 


the Lord, and showed them the king's son. 

B.
Then he commanded them, saying: This is what you shall do: 


1.
One-third of you who come on duty on the Sabbath shall be keeping watch 


over the king's house; one-third shall be at the gate of Sur; and one-third at 


the gate behind the escorts. 



a.
You shall keep the watch of the house, lest it be broken down. 



b.
The two contingents of you who go off duty on the Sabbath shall 




keep the watch of the house of the Lord for the king. 


2.
You shall surround the king on all sides, every man with his weapons 



in his hand.




a.
Whoever comes within range of him, let him be put to death. 



b.
You are to be with the king as he goes out and as he comes in.

C.
So the captains of the hundreds did according to all that Jehoiada the priest 


commanded.


1.
Each of them took his men who were to be on duty on the Sabbath, with 



those who were going off duty on the Sabbath, and came to Jehoiada the 



priest. 


2.
And the priest gave the captains of hundreds the spears and shields which 



had belonged to King David, that were in the Temple of the Lord. 


3.
Then the escorts stood all around the king, every man with his weapons in 



his hand, from the right side of the Temple to the left side of the Temple, 



by the altar and the house. 

D.
And he brought out the king's son:



1.
They  put the crown on him.



2.
They gave him the Testimony (most likely a scroll of the book of the law).



3.
They made him king and anointed him.



4.
They clapped their hands and said, "Long live the king!" 

III.
Death of Athaliah.  (13-21) 


(2 Chronicles 23:12-24:1)


A.
Now when Athaliah heard the noise of the escorts and the people, she came to the 


people in the Temple of the Lord. 


1.
When she looked, there was the king standing by a pillar according to 



custom.



2.
And the leaders and the trumpeters were by the king. 


3.
All the people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets. 


4.
So Athaliah tore her clothes and cried out, "Treason! Treason!" 


B.
And Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains of the hundreds, the officers of 


the army, and said to them, "Take her outside under guard, and slay with the 


sword whoever follows her." 


1.
For the priest had said, "Do not let her be killed in the house of the Lord." 


2.
So they seized her, and she went by way of the horses' entrance into the 



king's house, and there she was killed. 


C.
Then Jehoiada made a covenant between the Lord, the king, and the people, that 


they should be the Lord's people, and also between the king and the people.

D.
And all the people of the land went to the Temple of Baal, and tore it down. They 


thoroughly broke in pieces its altars and images, and killed Mattan the priest of 


Baal before the altars. 

E.
And the priest appointed officers over the house of the Lord. 

F.
Then he took the captains of hundreds, the bodyguards, the escorts, and all the 


people of the land.



1.
And they brought the king down from the house of the Lord, and went by 



way of the gate of the escorts to the king's house. 


2.
Then he sat on the throne of the kings. 


3.
So all the people of the land rejoiced.



4.
And the city was quiet, for they had slain Athaliah with the sword in the 



king's house. 


5.
Jehoash was seven years old when he became king. 

Study questions on chapter 11:

1.
Using verses 1-3 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-Who was Athaliah?


-What did Athaliah do when she saw that her son was dead?



-Who saved Joash from this slaughter?



-Where did they hide Joash and for how long?



-What office did Athaliah assume for herself?

2.
Using verses 4-12 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who did Jehoiada assemble together seven years later?



-Summarize the strategy Jehoiada shared with these men.



-Describe the protection detail around Joash.



-Using point II D, list four things that were done as they made Joash king.

3.
Using verses 13-21 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What did Athaliah do when she heard the noise of the people? 



-Where did she go?




-What did she see?




-What did she cry out?



-What command did Jehoiada give to the captains and officers?



-What was the covenant made by Jehoiada? Between whom was it made?


-What did the people destroy?



-Who appointed officers over the house of the Lord?



-Where was King Joash taken by the escort?



-What was the response of the people to the new king?



-What was the condition of the city under the new king?



-How old was Joash (Jehoash) when he became king?  

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 12

1 In the seventh year of Jehu Jehoash began to reign; and forty years reigned he in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Zibiah of Beer-sheba.

2 And Jehoash did that which was right in the sight of the Lord all his days wherein Jehoiada the priest instructed him.

3 But the high places were not taken away: the people still sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places.

4 And Jehoash said to the priests, All the money of the dedicated things that is brought into the house of the Lord, even the money of every one that passeth the account, the money that every man is set at, and all the money that cometh into any man's heart to bring into the house of the Lord,

5 Let the priests take it to them, every man of his acquaintance: and let them repair the breaches of the house, wheresoever any breach shall be found.

6 But it was so, that in the three and twentieth year of king Jehoash the priests had not repaired the breaches of the house.

7 Then king Jehoash called for Jehoiada the priest, and the other priests, and said unto them, Why repair ye not the breaches of the house? now therefore receive no more money of your acquaintance, but deliver it for the breaches of the house.

8 And the priests consented to receive no more money of the people, neither to repair the breaches of the house.

9 But Jehoiada the priest took a chest, and bored a hole in the lid of it, and set it beside the altar, on the right side as one cometh into the house of the Lord: and the priests that kept the door put therein all the money that was brought into the house of the Lord.

10 And it was so, when they saw that there was much money in the chest, that the king's scribe and the high priest came up, and they put up in bags, and told the money that was found in the house of the Lord.

11 And they gave the money, being told, into the hands of them that did the work, that had the oversight of the house of the Lord: and they laid it out to the carpenters and builders, that wrought upon the house of the Lord,

12 And to masons, and hewers of stone, and to buy timber and hewed stone to repair the breaches of the house of the Lord, and for all that was laid out for the house to repair it.

13 Howbeit there were not made for the house of the Lord bowls of silver, snuffers, basons, trumpets, any vessels of gold, or vessels of silver, of the money that was brought into the house of the Lord:

14 But they gave that to the workmen, and repaired therewith the house of the Lord.

15 Moreover they reckoned not with the men, into whose hand they delivered the money to be bestowed on workmen: for they dealt faithfully.

16 The trespass money and sin money was not brought into the house of the Lord: it was the priests'.

17 Then Hazael king of Syria went up, and fought against Gath, and took it: and Hazael set his face to go up to Jerusalem.

18 And Jehoash king of Judah took all the hallowed things that Jehoshaphat, and Jehoram, and Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedicated, and his own hallowed things, and all the gold that was found in the treasures of the house of the Lord, and in the king's house, and sent it to Hazael king of Syria: and he went away from Jerusalem.

19 And the rest of the acts of Joash, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

20 And his servants arose, and made a conspiracy, and slew Joash in the house of Millo, which goeth down to Silla.

21 For Jozachar the son of Shimeath, and Jehozabad the son of Shomer, his servants, smote him, and he died; and they buried him with his fathers in the city of David: and Amaziah his son reigned in his stead.

Outline 12:

(Reign of Joash; threat from Hazael.)
I.
Jehoash repairs the Temple.  (1-16)

(2 Chronicles 24:1-14)


A.
In the seventh year of Jehu, Jehoash became king, and he reigned forty years in 


Jerusalem. 


1.
His mother's name was Zibiah of Beersheba.


2.
Jehoash did what was right in the sight of the Lord all the days in which 



Jehoiada the priest instructed him.   (Apparently Jehoiada was a great 



influence on Joash.  It wasn't until after Jehoiada's death that Joash did 



evil and brought judgment on himself and his people. Having a good 



Christian mentor and sound biblical background does not make you 



immune to apostacy.  This is why Paul says to continually examine 




yourself to assure you are in the faith:  2 Corinthians 13:5.)


3.
But the high places were not taken away and the people still sacrificed and 


burned incense on the high places. 


B.
And Jehoash said to the priests:



1.
All the money of the dedicated gifts that are brought into the house of the 



Lord--each man's census money, each man's assessment money--and all 



the money that a man purposes in his heart to bring into the house of the 



Lord... 


2.
Let the priests take it themselves, each from his constituency, and let them 



repair the damages of the Temple, wherever any dilapidation is found. 




(Funds were collected from taxes, offerings, census fees, those making 



vows, etc.  The Temple had been vandalized by queen Athaliah and her 



sons: 2 Chronicles 24:7.)


C.
Now it was so, by the twenty-third year of King Jehoash, that the priests had not 


repaired the damages of the Temple.  (The Temple was now 150 years old and had 

been neglected by the evil kings.)


1.
So King Jehoash called Jehoiada the priest and the other priests, and said 



to them:




a.
Why have you not repaired the damages of the Temple? 



b.
Now therefore, do not take more money from your constituency, 




but deliver it for repairing the damages of the Temple.


2.
And the priests agreed that they would neither receive more money from 



the people, nor to repair the damages of the Temple. 


D.
Then Jehoiada the priest took a chest, bored a hole in its lid, and set it beside the 


altar, on the right side as one comes into the house of the Lord.



1.
And the priests who kept the door put there all the money brought into the 



house of the Lord.  (2 Chronicles 24:8 says it was placed outside the gate, 



which probably happened later for easier access.)



2.
So it was, whenever they saw that there was much money in the chest, that 


the king's scribe and the high priest came up and put it in bags, and 



counted the money that was found in the house of the Lord. 


3.
Then they gave the money, which had been apportioned, into the hands of 



those who did the work, who had the oversight of the house of the Lord; 



and they paid it out:




a.
To the carpenters and builders who worked on the house of the 




Lord.




b.
To masons and stonecutters.




c.
To buy timber and hewn stone.




d.
To repair the damage of the house of the Lord.




e.
To pay all that was needed to repair the Temple. 


4.
However there were not made for the house of the Lord basins of silver, 



trimmers, sprinkling-bowls, trumpets, any articles of gold or articles of 



silver, from the money brought into the house of the Lord. 


5.
But they gave that to the workmen, and they repaired the house of the Lord 


with it. 


6.
Moreover they did not require an account from the men into whose hand 



they delivered the money to be paid to workmen, for they dealt faithfully. 


7.
The money from the trespass offerings and the money from the sin 




offerings was not brought into the house of the Lord. It belonged to the 



priests.   (Funds designated for ministry must be handled carefully and 



with integrity.)
II.
Hazael threatens Jerusalem.  (17-18) 


A.
Hazael king of Syria went up and fought against Gath, he took it, and then set 


his face to go up to Jerusalem. 

B.
And Jehoash king of Judah took all the sacred things that his fathers, Jehoshaphat. 

Jehoram, and Ahaziah--kings of Judah--had dedicated, and his own sacred 



things, and all the gold found in the treasuries of the house of the Lord and in the 


king's house, and sent them to Hazael king of Syria. 

C.
Then he went away from Jerusalem.   (Jehoash bribed Hazael to leave him alone.)
III.
Death of Joash.  (19-21) 


(See 2 Chronicles 24:23-27.)  


A.
Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and all that he did, are they not written in the 


book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 


B.
And his servants arose and formed a conspiracy, and killed Joash in the house of 


the Millo, which goes down to Silla.  


1.
For Jozachar the son of Shimeath and Jehozabad the son of Shomer, his 



servants, struck him. 




2.
So he died, and they buried him with his fathers in the City of David. 


(According to 2 Chronicles 24:24-26, this judgment came upon Joash because he 


forsook the Lord.)


C.
Then Amaziah his son reigned in his place. 


 (See Supplemental Study Six on King Joash (Jehoash))
Study questions on chapter 12:

1.
Using verses 1-16 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-For how many years did Jehoash reign as king?



-What was his mother's name?



-Summarize the positive things he did.



-Summarize the things he neglected to do.


-What instructions did Jehoash give the priests?



-What building had been neglected and what did Jehoash do about it?



-Where were the funds collected?



-For what purposes were these funds used?



-What funds belonged to the Lord?



-What important principle is taught here regarding designated funds for ministry?
2.
Using verses 17-18 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Against what city had King Hazael of Syria battled and won?



-Where did he plan to attack next?



-What did Jehoash do to try to appease King Hazael?



-What was the response of Hazael to Jehoash's actions?

3.
Using verses 19-21 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-How did Jehoash die?  See also 2 Chronicles 24:25.



-Who reigned in his place?
4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 13

1 In the three and twentieth year of Joash the son of Ahaziah king of Judah Jehoahaz the son of Jehu began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seventeen years.

2 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, which made Israel to sin; he departed not therefrom.

3 And the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he delivered them into the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael, all their days.

4 And Jehoahaz besought the Lord, and the Lord hearkened unto him: for he saw the oppression of Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed them.

5(And the Lord gave Israel a saviour, so that they went out from under the hand of the Syrians: and the children of Israel dwelt in their tents, as beforetime.

6 Nevertheless they departed not from the sins of the house of Jeroboam, who made Israel sin, but walked therein: and there remained the grove also in Samaria.)

7 Neither did he leave of the people to Jehoahaz but fifty horsemen, and ten chariots, and ten thousand footmen; for the king of Syria had destroyed them, and had made them like the dust by threshing.

8 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, and all that he did, and his might, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

9 And Jehoahaz slept with his fathers; and they buried him in Samaria: and Joash his son reigned in his stead.

10 In the thirty and seventh year of Joash king of Judah began Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen years.

11 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord; he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin: but he walked therein.

12 And the rest of the acts of Joash, and all that he did, and his might wherewith he fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

13 And Joash slept with his fathers; and Jeroboam sat upon his throne: and Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

14 Now Elisha was fallen sick of his sickness whereof he died. And Joash the king of Israel came down unto him, and wept over his face, and said, O my father, my father, the chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof.

15 And Elisha said unto him, Take bow and arrows. And he took unto him bow and arrows.

16 And he said to the king of Israel, Put thine hand upon the bow. And he put his hand upon it: and Elisha put his hands upon the king's hands.

17 And he said, Open the window eastward. And he opened it. Then Elisha said, Shoot. And he shot. And he said, The arrow of the Lord's deliverance, and the arrow of deliverance from Syria: for thou shalt smite the Syrians in Aphek, till thou have consumed them.

18 And he said, Take the arrows. And he took them. And he said unto the king of Israel, Smite upon the ground. And he smote thrice, and stayed.

19 And the man of God was wroth with him, and said, Thou shouldest have smitten five or six times; then hadst thou smitten Syria till thou hadst consumed it: whereas now thou shalt smite Syria but thrice.

20 And Elisha died, and they buried him. And the bands of the Moabites invaded the land at the coming in of the year.

21 And it came to pass, as they were burying a man, that, behold, they spied a band of men; and they cast the man into the sepulchre of Elisha: and when the man was let down, and touched the bones of Elisha, he revived, and stood up on his feet.

22 But Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz.

23 And the Lord was gracious unto them, and had compassion on them, and had respect unto them, because of his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not destroy them, neither cast he them from his presence as yet.

24 So Hazael king of Syria died; and Ben-hadad his son reigned in his stead.

25 And Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz took again out of the hand of Ben-hadad the son of Hazael the cities, which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father by war. Three times did Joash beat him, and recovered the cities of Israel.

Outline 13:

(Jehoahaz and Jehoash reign in Israel/death of Elisha/ Israel and Syria.)
I.
Jehoahaz reigns in Israel.  (1-9) 


A.
In the twenty-third year of Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the 


son of Jehu became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned seventeen years. 

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son 

of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. He did not depart from them.   (Jeroboam was 


the standard benchmark of evil.  When a king reached his level of sin, judgment 


always came.)


1.
Then the anger of the Lord was aroused against Israel, and He delivered 



them into the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-



Hadad the son of Hazael, all their days. 


2.
So Jehoahaz pleaded with the Lord, and the Lord listened to him; for He 



saw the oppression of Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed them. 



(How much oppression suffered by people is, like Israel, due to their own 



sin?)


C.
Then the Lord gave Israel a deliverer, so that they escaped from under the hand of 


the Syrians; and the children of Israel dwelt in their tents as before. 


1.
Nevertheless they did not depart from the sins of the house of Jeroboam, 



who had made Israel sin, but walked in them; and the wooden image also 



remained in Samaria.   (They did not repent.  They had learned nothing 



from their oppression by Syria.) 




2.
For He left of the army of Jehoahaz only fifty horsemen, ten chariots, and 



10,000 foot soldiers; for the king of Syria had destroyed them and made 



them like the dust at threshing. 


D.
Now the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, all that he did, and his might, are they not 


written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

E.
So Jehoahaz rested with his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria. Then Joash 


his son reigned in his place. 

II.
Jehoash reigns in Israel.  (10-13) 


A.
In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah, Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz 


became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen years.


1.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord. 


2.
He did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who 



made Israel sin, but walked in them. 


B.
Now the rest of the acts of Joash, all that he did, and his might with which he 


fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the book of the 


chronicles of the kings of Israel? 

C.
So Joash rested with his fathers. 


1.
Then Jeroboam sat on his throne. 


2.
And Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. 

III.
A prophetic word to King Joash.  (14-19) 


A.
Elisha had become sick with the illness of which he would die. 


(Every man has an appointed time to die: Hebrews 9:2; Ecclesiastes 3:2.  Even 


Elisha, the great prophet of God who did many miracles of healing, became sick 


with "the sickness whereof he would die".)

B.
Then Joash the king of Israel came down to him, and wept over his face, and said, 


"Oh my father, my father, the chariots of Israel and their horsemen!" 



1
And Elisha said to him: "Take a bow and some arrows."  So he took 



himself a bow and some arrows. 


2.
Then he said to the king of Israel, "Put your hand on the bow." So he put 



his hand on it, and Elisha put his hands on the king's hands. 


3.
And he said, "Open the east window"; and he opened it. 



Then Elisha said, "Shoot"; and he shot. 


4.
And he said, "The arrow of the Lord's deliverance and the arrow of 




deliverance from Syria; for you must strike the Syrians at Aphek till you 



have destroyed them." 




5.
Then he said, "Take the arrows"; so he took them. 


6.
And he said to the king of Israel, "Strike the ground"; so he struck three 



times, and stopped.   (He did this half-heartedly.  He was just going 



through the motions to appease the prophet.)  


7.
And the man of God was angry with him, and said:




a.
You should have struck five or six times; then you would have 




struck Syria till you had destroyed it! 



b.
But now you will strike Syria only three times. 
(The Prophet Elisha was quite ill when Joash, the king of Israel, came to visit him.  Old prophets never retire, so there on his death bed Elisha gave a powerful prophetic declaration to Joash.  He told him to take a bow and arrows in his hand.  The king obliged, and Elisha placed his hands over those of the king.  He told Joash to open the window towards the east towards the enemy nation of Syria.  Then he commanded, (Shoot!(  Then he told the king to take the arrows and hit them upon the ground as a symbol of his victory over Syria.  The king did so, but he  struck the ground only three times and then stopped.  Had he continued, he would have totally conquered the enemy.

The illustrated lesson in verses 14-19 provides important strategic spiritual warfare principles.  In spiritual battles you must:
-Demonstrate your intention to fight: Elisha  told King Joash, "Take up the bow and arrows." Paul said, "Take the sword of the Spirit" and declare war.  By taking up your offensive and defensive weapons, you are demonstrating your intention to fight.
-Put your hands on the weapon: Elisha told the king to put his hands upon the bow, then Elisha laid his hands upon the king's hands.  The strategy for victory is your hand upon the weapon and His hand on yours.

-Open the window: Open up the window of the place where the enemy is victorious.  Israel's foe was to the east, so Elisha told the king to open the window eastward.  God wants you to open up the "windows" of every area of your life to expose the failure, defeat, and bondage of the enemy.

-Shoot: Elisha told the king, "Shoot,"  and the king shot.  Then Elisha said, "The Lord's arrow of victory over Syria." The open window is not enough.  The weapon in your hand is not sufficient. Even God's hand upon your hand will not win the battle.  You must follow the command of the Lord of Hosts to "SHOOT!"  You must use the weapon that is in your hand which is guided by the hand of the Lord.

-Know the objective:  Elisha told the King to take the arrows and hit them upon the ground as a symbol of his victory over Syria.  The king did so, but he "smote thrice and stayed (stopped)."  Elisha told him that because he limited God by hitting the ground only three times, his military victory would be limited.  This happened because the King did not understand the objective of warfare.  Elisha had said the Lord wanted to totally consume the enemy (verse 17).  By striking the ground only three times, the King settled for only partial victory.  The Lord's objective for you is total victory in every area of your life and ministry.  If you fail to understand this objective then your victory will be limited.

-Win first in the secret chamber: What happened between Elisha and King Joash in the secret chamber that day determined the outcome of the battle with Syria.   It is what happens in the secret chamber with the Lord that determines your victories in the actual battles of life.)
IV.
The death of Elisha.  (20-21)


A.
Then Elisha died, and they buried him. 

B.
And the raiding bands from Moab invaded the land in the spring of the year.


1.
So it was, as they were burying a man, that suddenly they spied a band of 



raiders and they put the man in the tomb of Elisha.



2.
And when the man was let down and touched the bones of Elisha, he 



revived and stood on his feet. (This revealed that although the prophet was 


dead, the God of the prophet was not dead.  It was also symbolic that God 



would not banish his people from His presence forever.  It was also a 



foreshadowing of the future resurrection of Jesus Christ and all believers.)
(Elisha(s ministry lasted at least 56 years, having begun as a servant of Elijah during the reign of Ahab and dying during Jehoash(s reign, spanning the reigns of Joram, Jehu, and Jehoahaz.   In this chapter, we learn told that Elisha was sick with a terminal illness(the sickness whereof he would die.  In John 11:4  Jesus said the sickness of Lazarus was not one unto death.  This means that there is also a sickness unto death.   Divine healing does not achieve immortality any more than modern medicine does.  Even those raised from the dead by Jesus eventually died, including Lazarus. 
In this brief passage in 2 Kings, we see that even Elisha, the great prophet of God who did many miracles of healing and ministered effectively in the spirit and power of his mentor, became sick with "the sickness whereof he would die".  It was his appointed time to die.  According to the Bible, as an old man Moses had no effects of age(his natural strength was not abated, and his eyesight was not dim.   Yet Joshua, another great man of God,  was "old and well stricken in age."  God preserved one supernaturally, while the other experienced the results of natural aging.  Their spirituality had nothing to do with it.  Both were great leaders.  God will sustain you to fulfill your destiny whether you experience the natural processes of aging or you are supernaturally preserved.

Elisha was sick, he died, and was buried.  This does not mean he lost the faith or lost confidence in God(s supernatural, healing power.  He simply followed the way God has appointed until such time as the operations of this world are concluded.  How do we know Elisha never lost faith?  Because there was more power in his bones than most of us who are living possess!  Sometime later, in the heat of a battle, the body of a Moabite was lowered into Elisha(s grave.  When his dead body came in contact with Elisha(s bones, the man was resurrected.)
V.
Israel recaptures cities from Syria.  (22-25)

A.
And Hazael king of Syria oppressed Israel all the days of Jehoahaz. 

B.
But the Lord was gracious to them, had compassion on them, and regarded them 


because of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and would not yet 


destroy them or cast them from His presence. 


C.
Now Hazael, king of Syria, died. Then Ben-Hadad his son reigned in his place.

D.
And Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz, recaptured from the hand of Ben-Hadad, the 


son of Hazael, the cities which he had taken out of the hand of Jehoahaz his father 

by war. Three times Joash defeated him and recaptured the cities of Israel. 

Study questions on chapter 13:

1.
Using verses 1-9 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-For how long did Jehoahaz reign over Israel?


-Summarize what you learn about the nature his reign from this passage.


-Why was the Lord's anger aroused against Israel?



-What judgment did the Lord send on Israel?



-What was Jehoahaz's appeal regarding this judgment and what was God's 



response?



-How did the people respond to the judgment?



-What size of army was left?



-Who reigned after the death of Jehoahaz?



-What does this paragraph teach about sin and judgment?  Repentance and God's 


mercy?  What happens when a person returns to their sinful ways?

2.
Using verses 10-13 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-For how long did Jehoash reign in Israel?



-Summarize what you learn about his reign in this passage.



-Who succeeded Jehoash as king in Israel? 

3.
Using verses 14-19 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-What do you learn about Elisha in the opening verse of this passage?



-What does verse 14 reveal about Jehoash's relationship with Elisha?



-Why did Joash go to see Elisha?



-Describe the scene that occurred between Joash and Elisha.



-Using the outline notes in this section, explain the spiritual significance of the 


scene which was acted out between the two men.

4.
Using verses 20-21 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Who was placed in Elisha's grave sometime after his death and what happened to 

this man's body?



-What did this miraculous event confirm?

5.
Using verses 22-25 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Which king oppressed Israel during the reign of Jehohaz?



-What prevented Israel from being destroyed?



-Who reigned in Hazael's place after his death?



-What did Jehoash recapture after the new king came to power?
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 14

1 In the second year of Joash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel reigned Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah.

2 He was twenty and five years old when he began to reign, and reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem.

3 And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, yet not like David his father: he did according to all things as Joash his father did.

4 Howbeit the high places were not taken away: as yet the people did sacrifice and burnt incense on the high places.

5 And it came to pass, as soon as the kingdom was confirmed in his hand, that he slew his servants which had slain the king his father.

6 But the children of the murderers he slew not: according unto that which is written in the book of the law of Moses, wherein the Lord commanded, saying, The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, nor the children be put to death for the fathers; but every man shall be put to death for his own sin.

7 He slew of Edom in the valley of salt ten thousand, and took Selah by war, and called the name of it Joktheel unto this day.

8 Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash, the son of Jehoahaz son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, Come, let us look one another in the face.

9 And Jehoash the king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying, The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, saying, Give thy daughter to my son to wife: and there passed by a wild beast that was in Lebanon, and trode down the thistle.

10 Thou hast indeed smitten Edom, and thine heart hath lifted thee up: glory of this, and tarry at home: for why shouldest thou meddle to thy hurt, that thou shouldest fall, even thou, and Judah with thee?

11 But Amaziah would not hear. Therefore Jehoash king of Israel went up; and he and Amaziah king of Judah looked one another in the face at Beth-shemesh, which belongeth to Judah.

12 And Judah was put to the worse before Israel; and they fled every man to their tents.

13 And Jehoash king of Israel took Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Jehoash the son of Ahaziah, at Beth-shemesh, and came to Jerusalem, and brake down the wall of Jerusalem from the gate of Ephraim unto the corner gate, four hundred cubits.

14 And he took all the gold and silver, and all the vessels that were found in the house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the king's house, and hostages, and returned to Samaria.

15 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which he did, and his might, and how he fought with Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

16 And Jehoash slept with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel; and Jeroboam his son reigned in his stead.

17 And Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived after the death of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz king of Israel fifteen years.

18 And the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

19 Now they made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem: and he fled to Lachish; but they sent after him to Lachish, and slew him there.

20 And they brought him on horses: and he was buried at Jerusalem with his fathers in the city of David.

21 And all the people of Judah took Azariah, which was sixteen years old, and made him king instead of his father Amaziah.

22 He built Elath, and restored it to Judah, after that the king slept with his fathers.

23 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah Jeroboam the son of Joash king of Israel began to reign in Samaria, and reigned forty and one years.

24 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin.

25 He restored the coast of Israel from the entering of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to the word of the Lord God of Israel, which he spake by the hand of his servant Jonah, the son of Amittai, the prophet, which was of Gath-hepher.

26 For the Lord saw the affliction of Israel, that it was very bitter: for there was not any shut up, nor any left, nor any helper for Israel.

27 And the Lord said not that he would blot out the name of Israel from under heaven: but he saved them by the hand of Jeroboam the son of Joash.

28 Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all that he did, and his might, how he warred, and how he recovered Damascus, and Hamath, which belonged to Judah, for Israel, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

29 And Jeroboam slept with his fathers, even with the kings of Israel; and Zachariah his son reigned in his stead.

Outline 14:

(Reigns of Amaziah and Azariah in Judah and Jeroboam II in Israel.) 

I.
Amaziah Reigns in Judah.  (1-20) 


(2 Chronicles 25:1-26:2)


A.
In the second year of Joash the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel, Amaziah the son of 

Joash, king of Judah, became king. 


1.
He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned 



twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. 


2.
His mother's name was Jehoaddan of Jerusalem. 

B.
And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, yet not like his father David.



1.
He did everything as his father Joash had done. 


2.
However the high places were not taken away, and the people still 




sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. 


C.
Now it happened, as soon as the kingdom was established in his hand, that he 


executed his servants who had murdered his father the king. 


1.
But he did not execute the children of the murderers, according to what is 



written in the Book of the Law of Moses.



2.
The Lord commanded, saying:




a.
Fathers shall not be put to death for their children.




b.
Children shall not be put to death for their fathers.




c.
A person shall be put to death for his own sin.   


D.
He killed 10,000 Edomites in the Valley of Salt, and took Sela by war, and 


called its name Joktheel to this day.  (For additional information, see 2 



Chronicles 25:5-16.)

E.
Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu, 


king of Israel, saying, "Come, let us face one another in battle."   (Amaziah felt 


self-confident after his victory over the Edomites.)

F.
And Jehoash king of Israel sent to Amaziah king of Judah, saying:



1.
The thistle that was in Lebanon sent to the cedar that was in Lebanon, 



saying, 'Give your daughter to my son as wife'; and a wild beast that was in 


Lebanon passed by and trampled the thistle. 


2.
You have indeed defeated Edom, and your heart has lifted you up. 




(Amaziah was feeling invincible because of his victory.)


3.
Glory in that, and stay at home; for why should you meddle with trouble so 


that you fall--you and Judah with you?  (Jehoash warned Amaziah that his 


pride would be his downfall.  He told him to stay home.) 


G.
But Amaziah would not heed. Therefore Jehoash, king of Israel, went out and he 


and Amaziah king of Judah faced one another at Beth Shemesh, which belongs to 


Judah.  (Amaziah was given a word from God, but would not heed it.)   


1.
And Judah was defeated by Israel, and every man fled to his tent.


2.
Then Jehoash king of Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of 



Jehoash, the son of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh. (He was in exile in 




Samaria for 15 years and then returned to Jerusalem briefly as co-regent 



with his son:  2 Chronicles 26:1,3.  He fled to Lachish because of an 



assassination plot against him, and he was captured and killed there:



2 Chronicles 25:27.)


3.
And he went to Jerusalem, and broke down the wall of Jerusalem from the 


Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate--four hundred cubits. 


4.
And he took all the gold and silver, all the articles that were found in the 



house of the Lord and in the treasuries of the king's house, and hostages, 



and returned to Samaria. 


(Amaziah's proud refusal to listen to God cost them the war, the protection of 


the wall of Jerusalem,  the treasures of the city, and the people who were taken 


captive: 2 Chronicles 26:16-21.)

H.
Now the rest of the acts of Jehoash which he did--his might, and how he fought 


with Amaziah king of Judah--are they not written in the book of the chronicles of 


the kings of Israel? 

I.
So Jehoash rested with his fathers, and was buried in Samaria with the kings of 


Israel. Then Jeroboam his son reigned in his place. 


J.
Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, lived fifteen years after the death of 


Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz, king of Israel. 


1.
Now the rest of the acts of Amaziah, are they not written in the book of the 


chronicles of the kings of Judah? 


2.
And they formed a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, and he fled to 



Lachish; but they sent after him to Lachish and killed him there. 


3.
Then they brought him on horses, and he was buried at Jerusalem with his 



fathers in the City of David. 
II.
Azariah named king.  (21-22)

A.
And all the people of Judah took Azariah, who was sixteen years old, and made 


him king instead of his father Amaziah. 

B.
He built Elath and restored it to Judah, after the king rested with his fathers. 


(See 2 Chronicles 26 for more on Azariah's reign.)

III.
Jeroboam II reigns in Israel.  (23-29)

A.
In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash, king of Judah, Jeroboam the son 

of Joash, king of Israel, became king in Samaria, and reigned forty-one years. 

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not depart from all the sins of 


Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. 

C.
He restored the territory of Israel from the entrance of Hamath to the Sea of the 


Arabah, according to the word of the Lord God of Israel which He had spoken 


through His servant Jonah the son of Amittai, the prophet who was from Gath 


Hepher. (See the book of Jonah.) 

D.
For the Lord saw that the affliction of Israel was very bitter--and whether bond or 


free--there was no helper for Israel.


1.
And the Lord did not say that He would blot out the name of Israel from 



under heaven.



2.
He saved them by the hand of Jeroboam II, the son of Joash. 


E.
Now the rest of the acts of Jeroboam, and all that he did--his might, how he made 


war, and how he recaptured for Israel--from Damascus and Hamath--what had 


belonged to Judah--are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings 


of Israel? 

F.
So Jeroboam rested with his fathers, the kings of Israel. Then Zechariah his son 


reigned in his place. 

Study questions on chapter 14:

1.
Using verses 1-20 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-How old was Amaziah when he became king?



-For how many years did he reign?



-What was his mother's name?



-What positive things did Amaziah do?



-What did he fail to do?



-What did Amaziah do as soon as the kingdom was established?



-Who did Amaziah refuse to execute and for what reason?



-Summarize Amaziah's military achievements in the Valley of Salt and Sela.



-What was Jehoash's response when Amaziah challenged him to battle?



-Did Amaziah heed Jehoash's wise response?  What were the results? 



-Where was Amaziah taken after this battle and for how long?



-What happened as a result of Amaziah's arrogant refusal to listen to God?



-How did Amaziah die?

2.
Using verses 21-22 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who reigned in Amaziah's place after his death?



-How old was he when he was made king?



-What positive act is attributed to him in this passage?



-What additional details to you learn about Azariah in 2 Chronicles 26?


3.
Using verses 23-29 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-What do you learn about the reign of Jeroboam II in this passage?



-For how long did he reign?



-What do you learn about his reign in this passage?



-What did the Lord observe about Israel at this time?



-By whom did God save Israel?



-Who ascended to the throne after the death of Jeroboam II?

4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 15

1 In the twenty and seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel began Azariah son of Amaziah king of Judah to reign.

2 Sixteen years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned two and fifty years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem.

3 And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father Amaziah had done;

4 Save that the high places were not removed: the people sacrificed and burnt incense still on the high places.

5 And the Lord smote the king, so that he was a leper unto the day of his death, and dwelt in a several house. And Jotham the king's son was over the house, judging the people of the land.

6 And the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

7 So Azariah slept with his fathers; and they buried him with his fathers in the city of David: and Jotham his son reigned in his stead.

8 In the thirty and eighth year of Azariah king of Judah did Zachariah the son of Jeroboam reign over Israel in Samaria six months.

9 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, as his fathers had done: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin.

10 And Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him, and smote him before the people, and slew him, and reigned in his stead.

11 And the rest of the acts of Zachariah, behold, they are written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel.

12 This was the word of the Lord which he spake unto Jehu, saying, Thy sons shall sit on the throne of Israel unto the fourth generation. And so it came to pass.

13 Shallum the son of Jabesh began to reign in the nine and thirtieth year of Uzziah king of Judah; and he reigned a full month in Samaria.

14 For Menahem the son of Gadi went up from Tirzah, and came to Samaria, and smote Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria, and slew him, and reigned in his stead.

15 And the rest of the acts of Shallum, and his conspiracy which he made, behold, they are written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel.

16 Then Menahem smote Tiphsah, and all that were therein, and the coasts thereof from Tirzah: because they opened not to him, therefore he smote it; and all the women therein that were with child he ripped up.

17 In the nine and thirtieth year of Azariah king of Judah began Menahem the son of Gadi to reign over Israel, and reigned ten years in Samaria.

18 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not all his days from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin.

19 And Pul the king of Assyria came against the land: and Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver, that his hand might be with him to confirm the kingdom in his hand.

20 And Menahem exacted the money of Israel, even of all the mighty men of wealth, of each man fifty shekels of silver, to give to the king of Assyria. So the king of Assyria turned back, and stayed not there in the land.

21 And the rest of the acts of Menahem, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel?

22 And Menahem slept with his fathers; and Pekahiah his son reigned in his stead.

23 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah Pekahiah the son of Menahem began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned two years.

24 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin.

25 But Pekah the son of Remaliah, a captain of his, conspired against him, and smote him in Samaria, in the palace of the king's house, with Argob and Arieh, and with him fifty men of the Gileadites: and he killed him, and reigned in his room.

26 And the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, and all that he did, behold, they are written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel.

27 In the two and fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah Pekah the son of Remaliah began to reign over Israel in Samaria, and reigned twenty years.

28 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord: he departed not from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin.

29 In the days of Pekah king of Israel came Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, and took Ijon, and Abel-beth-maachah, and Jonoah, and Kedesh, and Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and carried them captive to Assyria.

30 And Hoshea the son of Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah, and smote him, and slew him, and reigned in his stead, in the twentieth year of Jotham the son of Uzziah.

31 And the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all that he did, behold, they are written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Israel.

32 In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah king of Israel began Jotham the son of Uzziah king of Judah to reign.

33 Five and twenty years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jerusha, the daughter of Zadok.

34 And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord: he did according to all that his father Uzziah had done.

35 Howbeit the high places were not removed: the people sacrificed and burned incense still in the high places. He built the higher gate of the house of the Lord.

36 Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

37 In those days the Lord began to send against Judah Rezin the king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah.

38 And Jotham slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David his father: and Ahaz his son reigned in his stead.

Outline 15:

(Reigns of Azariah, Zechariah,  Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, Jotham.)
(2 Chronicles 26:3-23)

I.
Azariah reigns in Judah.  (1-7) 


A.
In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of Israel, Azariah the son of 



Amaziah, king of Judah, became king.   (When he became king, he took the name 


Uzziah.)


1.
He was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-two 



years in Jerusalem. 


2.
His mother's name was Jecholiah of Jerusalem. 

B.
And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father 


Amaziah had done, except that the high places were not removed and the people 


still sacrificed and burned incense there.   (Any exception to total obedience--any 


remaining sinful practice--will create problems in your life.)

C.
Then the Lord struck the king, so that he was a leper until the day of his death.


1.
So he dwelt in an isolated house. 


2.
And Jotham the king's son was over the royal house, judging the people of 



the land. 


(He foolishly attempted to act as a priest and was stricken with leprosy.  See 2 


Chronicles 26.  Pride was his downfall: 2 Chronicles 26:16.)


D.
Now the rest of the acts of Azariah, and all that he did, are they not written in the 


book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

E.
So Azariah rested with his fathers.



1.
They buried him with his fathers in the City of David. 


2.
Then Jotham his son reigned in his place. 

II.
Zechariah reigns in Israel.  (8-12) 


A.
In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah, Zechariah the son of Jeroboam 


reigned over Israel in Samaria six months.

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, as his fathers had done; he did not depart 


from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. 

C.
Then Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him, and struck and killed him 


in front of the people; and he reigned in his place. 


D.
Now the rest of the acts of Zechariah, indeed they are written in the book of the 


chronicles of the kings of Israel. 


E.
This was the word of the Lord which He spoke to Jehu, saying, "Your sons shall 


sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation." And so it was. 

III.
Shallum reigns in Israel.  (13-16) 


A.
Shallum the son of Jabesh became king in the thirty-ninth year of Uzziah king of 


Judah; and he reigned a full month in Samaria. 

B.
For Menahem the son of Gadi went up from Tirzah.



1.
He came to Samaria.



2.
He struck Shallum the son of Jabesh in Samaria and killed him.



3.
And he reigned in his place. 


C.
Now the rest of the acts of Shallum, and the conspiracy which he led, indeed they 


are written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel.


1.
Then from Tirzah, Menahem attacked Tiphsah, all who were there and its 



territory. 


2.
Because they did not surrender, he attacked it. 


3.
All the women there who were with child he ripped open. 

IV.
Menahem reigns in Israel.  (17-22) 


A.
In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of Judah, Menahem the son of Gadi 


became king over Israel, and reigned ten years in Samaria. 

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not depart all his days from the 


sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. 

C.
Pul king of Assyria came against the land:



1.
And Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents of silver, so that his hand might 


be with him to strengthen the kingdom under his control. 


2.
And Menahem exacted the money from Israel, from all the very wealthy, 



from each man fifty shekels of silver, to give to the king of Assyria. 


3.
So the king of Assyria turned back, and did not stay there in the land. 



(Menahem bribed the king of Assyria so he would not attack Israel.)


D.
Now the rest of the acts of Menahem, and all that he did, are they not written in 


the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 


1.
So Menahem rested with his fathers. 


2.
Then Pekahiah his son reigned in his place. 

V.
Pekahiah reigns in Israel.  (23-26) 


A.
In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahiah the son of Menahem 


became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned two years. 

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not depart from the sins of 



Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. 

C.
Then Pekah the son of Remaliah, an officer of his, conspired against him and 


killed him in Samaria, in the citadel of the king's house.



1.
He killed him along with Argob and Arieh and fifty men of Gilead who 



were with him. 


2.
He killed him and reigned in his place. 


D.
Now the rest of the acts of Pekahiah, and all that he did, indeed they are written in 

the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 

VI.
Pekah reigns in Israel.  (27-31) 


A.
In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekah the son of Remaliah 


became king over Israel in Samaria, and reigned twenty years. 

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord; he did not depart from the sins of 



Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin.

C.
In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria came and took 


Ijon, Abel Beth Maachah, Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, and Galilee, all the land 

of Naphtali; and he carried them captive to Assyria.

D.
Then Hoshea the son of Elah led a conspiracy against Pekah the son of Remaliah, 


struck and killed him, and reigned in his place in the twentieth year of 



Jotham the son of Uzziah. 


E.
Now the rest of the acts of Pekah, and all that he did, indeed they are written in 


the book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel. 


(See also Isaiah 7-9.)

VII.
Jotham reigns in Judah.  (32-38) 


(2 Chronicles 27)


A.
In the second year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, Jotham the son of 


Uzziah, king of Judah, began to reign. 


1.
He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned sixteen 


years in Jerusalem. 


2.
His mother's name was Jerusha the daughter of Zadok. 

B.
And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord:



1.
He did according to all that his father Uzziah had done. 


2.
However the high places were not removed and the people still sacrificed 



and burned incense there. 


3.
He built the Upper Gate of the house of the Lord. 


C.
Now the rest of the acts of Jotham, and all that he did, are they not written in the 


book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 

D.
In those days the Lord began to send Rezin king of Syria and Pekah the son of 


Remaliah against Judah. 

E.
So Jotham rested with his fathers.



1.
He was buried with his fathers in the City of 
David his father. 


2.
Then Ahaz his son reigned in his place. 

Study questions on chapter 15:

1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point  I, answer the following questions regarding the reign 
of Azariah in Judah.



-How old was he when he became king?



-For how many years did he reign?



-What was his mothers' name?



-What positive things did he do?



-What did he fail to do?



-What evil act did he commit that resulted in judgment form the Lord?  See 


2 Chronicles 26.



-What judgment came upon him from the Lord?



-Who was over the royal house in his place? 



-Who reigned in Azariah's place after his death?

2.
Using verses 8-12 and outline point II, answer the following questions regarding the reign 
of Zechariah in Israel:



-For how long did he reign in Israel?



-What evil did he do in the sight of the Lord?



-Who conspired against him and killed him?



-Who reigned in his place?



-What word of the Lord was fulfilled that had been spoken by Prophet Jehu?

3.
Using verses 13-16 and outline point  III, answer the following questions regarding the 
reign of Shallum in Israel.



-For how long did Shallum reign?


-Who killed Shallum?



-Who became king in the place of Shallum?



-What attack is describe in the closing passage of this chapter? 



-Who launched this attack?




-For what purpose?  



-What brutal act did he commit?

4.
Using verses 17-22 and outline point IV, answer the following questions regarding the 
reign of Menahem in Israel.



-For how long did he reign?



-What evil did he do in the sight of the Lord?



-Who came against him in battle and what was Menahem's response?



-Who reigned in his place after his death?

5.
Using verses 23-26 and outline point V, answer the following questions regarding the 
reign of Pekahiah in Israel.



-For how long did he reign?



-What evil did he do in the sight of the Lord?



-Who conspired against him and what were the results?



-Who reigned in his place after his death?
6.
Using verses 27-31 and outline point  VI, answer the following questions regarding the 
reign of Pekah in Israel.



-For how long did he reign?



-What evil did he do in the sight of the Lord?



-Who attacked during his reign and what areas did he conquer?



-Who led a conspiracy against Pekah and what were the results?



-Who reigned in his place after his death?


7.
Using verses 32-38 and outline point VII, answer the following questions regarding the 
reign of Jotham in Judah.


-How old was he when he became king?


-For how long did he reign?



-Who were his parents?



-What did he do right in the sight of the Lord?



-What did he fail to do?



-Who began to attack Judah in those days?



-Who succeeded Jotham to the throne?

8.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 16

1 In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah Ahaz the son of Jotham king of Judah began to reign.

2 Twenty years old was Ahaz when he began to reign, and reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem, and did not that which was right in the sight of the Lord his God, like David his father.

3 But he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, yea, and made his son to pass through the fire, according to the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord cast out from before the children of Israel.

4 And he sacrificed and burnt incense in the high places, and on the hills, and under every green tree.

5 Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to war: and they besieged Ahaz, but could not overcome him.

6 At that time Rezin king of Syria recovered Elath to Syria, and drave the Jews from Elath: and the Syrians came to Elath, and dwelt there unto this day.

7 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, saying, I am thy servant and thy son: come up, and save me out of the hand of the king of Syria, and out of the hand of the king of Israel, which rise up against me.

8 And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the king's house, and sent it for a present to the king of Assyria.

9 And the king of Assyria hearkened unto him: for the king of Assyria went up against Damascus, and took it, and carried the people of it captive to Kir, and slew Rezin.

10 And king Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, and saw an altar that was at Damascus: and king Ahaz sent to Urijah the priest the fashion of the altar, and the pattern of it, according to all the workmanship thereof.

11 And Urijah the priest built an altar according to all that king Ahaz had sent from Damascus: so Urijah the priest made it against king Ahaz came from Damascus.

12 And when the king was come from Damascus, the king saw the altar: and the king approached to the altar, and offered thereon.

13 and he burnt his burnt offering and his meat offering, and poured his drink offering, and sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings, upon the altar.

14 And he brought also the brasen altar, which was before the Lord, from the forefront of the house, from between the altar and the house of the Lord, and put it on the north side of the altar.

15 And king Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, saying, Upon the great altar burn the morning burnt offering, and the evening meat offering, and the king's burnt sacrifice, and his meat offering, with the burnt offering of all the people of the land, and their meat offering, and their drink offerings; and sprinkle upon it all the blood of the burnt offering, and all the blood of the sacrifice: and the brasen altar shall be for me to inquire by.

16 Thus did Urijah the priest, according to all that king Ahaz commanded.

17 And king Ahaz cut off the borders of the bases, and removed the laver from off them; and took down the sea from off the brasen oxen that were under it, and put it upon a pavement of stones.

18 And the covert for the sabbath that they had built in the house, and the king's entry without, turned he from the house of the Lord for the king of Assyria.

19 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

20 And Ahaz slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David: and Hezekiah his son reigned in his stead.

Outline 16:

(Reign of Ahaz.)
I.
Ahaz reigns in Judah. (1-4)

(2 Chronicles 28)


A.
In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, Ahaz the son of Jotham, 


king of Judah, began to reign. 


1.
Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king.



2.
He reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem.


B.
He did not do what was right in the sight of the Lord his God, as his father David 


had done.  


1.
He walked in the way of the kings of Israel.



2.
He made his son pass through the fire, according to the abominations of 



the nations whom the Lord had cast out from before the children of Israel.


3.
He sacrificed and burned incense on the high places, on the hills, and 



under every green tree. 

II.
War with Rezin.  (5-6)


(See also Isaiah 7.)


A.
Then Rezin, king of Syria, and Pekah the son of Remaliah, king of Israel, came up 

to Jerusalem to make war; and they besieged Ahaz but could not overcome him.  

B.
At that time Rezin king of Syria captured Elath for Syria, and drove the men of 


Judah from Elath. 

C.
Then the Edomites went to Elath, and they dwell there to this day.
III.
Ahaz seeks an alliance.  (7-9) 


A.
So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, saying:



1.
I am your servant and your son. 


2.
Come up and save me from the hand of the king of Syria and from the 



hand of the king of Israel, who rise up against me.

B.
And Ahaz took the silver and gold that was found in the house of the Lord and in 


the treasuries of the king's house, and sent it as a present to the king of Assyria.

C.
So the king of Assyria heeded him, for the king of Assyria went up against 


Damascus and took it, carried its people captive to Kir, and killed Rezin. 

IV.
Ahaz desecrates the altar. (10-18)


A.
Now King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, and 


saw an altar that was at Damascus.



1.
He sent to Urijah, the priest, the design of the altar and its pattern, 




according to all its workmanship. 


2.
Then Urijah the priest built an altar according to all that King Ahaz had 



sent from Damascus. 


3.
So Urijah the priest made it before King Ahaz came back from Damascus. 


(Ahaz replaced the altar that God had designed with one of his own making.  In 


many cases, modern churches have replaced biblical worship with worldly 


entertainment.  Shouting, dancing before the lord, lifting up of hands--all biblical-


-are not permitted in some churches.  Hollywood-type stages, lights, etc., are used 

to attract the modern generation.   We try to be more "seeker friendly" instead of 


"God honoring".  We see something attractive in the world, and try to import it 


into the house of God. The sanctuary becomes like a theater, with worship being a 

performance and the congregation merely an audience.)

B.
And when the king came back from Damascus, the king saw the altar; and the 


king approached the altar and made offerings on it.


1.
He burned his burnt offering and his grain offering.



2.
He poured his drink offering and sprinkled the blood of his peace offerings 


on the altar. 


3.
He also brought the bronze altar which was before the Lord, from the front 


of the Temple--from between the new altar and the house of the Lord--and 



put it on the north side of the new altar. 

C.
Then King Ahaz commanded Urijah the priest, saying:



1.
On the great new altar burn the morning burnt offering, the evening grain 



offering, the king's burnt sacrifice, and his grain offering.



2.
Burn these along with the burnt offering of all the people of the land, their 



grain offering, and their drink offerings.



3.
Sprinkle on it all the blood of the burnt offering and all the blood of the 



sacrifice. 


4.
And the bronze altar shall be for me to inquire by.

D.
Urijah, the priest, did according to all that King Ahaz commanded. 



(Ahaz created a "new altar".  Many churches today are creating "new altars" to 


attract crowds.  They are worshipping at the altars of modernism and 



compromise.  They set up their own  man-made ideas and traditions in the house 


of God.)

E.
And King Ahaz:



1.
Cut off the panels of the carts, and removed the lavers from them.



2.
He took down the Sea from the bronze oxen that were under it, and put it 



on a pavement of stones. 


3.
He also removed the Sabbath pavilion which they had built in 




the Temple.



4.
He also removed the king's outer entrance from the house of the Lord, 



on account of the king of Assyria. 

V.
The death of Ahaz.  (19-20)


A.
 Now the rest of the acts of Ahaz which he did, are they not written in the book of 


the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

B.
So Ahaz rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of 


David. 

C.
Then Hezekiah his son reigned in his place. 

Study questions on chapter 16:
1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who was reigning in Judah as this chapter opens?



-How old was he when he became king?



-For how many years did he reign?



-Summarize what you learn about his reign in this passage.

2.
Using verses 5-6 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who came up to war against Jerusalem?



-What were the results of the siege?



-Who captured Elath?



-Who drove the men of Judah from Elath?



-Who remained in Elath at the time of the writing of this passage?

3.
Using verses 7-9 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-With whom did Ahaz want to make an alliance?



-What did Ahaz send to this king as a tribute?



-Who did the king of Assyria attack?



-Where were the people of this city taken?



-What happened to Rezin?

4.
Using verses 10-18 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-What did King Ahaz observe when he visited Damascus?



-What did he command Urijah, the high priest, to design?



-Using outline point IV 3, explain the spiritual significance of this act.



-What did king Ahaz do upon his return from Damascus?



-What did King Ahaz command Urijah the priest to do regularly and how did the 


priest respond to his requests?



-According to point IV D, what else did King Ahaz do to the house of the Lord?

5.
Using verses 19-20 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-Where was Ahaz buried?



-Who reigned in his place after his death? 
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 17

1 In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah began Hoshea the son of Elah to reign in Samaria over Israel nine years.

2 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, but not as the kings of Israel that were before him.

3 Against him came up Shalmaneser king of Assyria; and Hoshea became his servant, and gave him presents.

4 And the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea: for he had sent messengers to So king of Egypt, and brought no present to the king of Assyria, as he had done year by year: therefore the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison.

5 Then the king of Assyria came up throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria, and besieged it three years.

6 In the ninth year of Hoshea the king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into Assyria, and placed them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.

7 For so it was, that the children of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, which had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and had feared other gods,

8 And walked in the statutes of the heathen, whom the Lord cast out from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they had made.

9 And the children of Israel did secretly those things that were not right against the Lord their God, and they built them high places in all their cities, from the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city.

10 And they set them up images and groves in every high hill, and under every green tree:

11 And there they burnt incense in all the high places, as did the heathen whom the Lord carried away before them; and wrought wicked things to provoke the Lord to anger:

12 For they served idols, whereof the Lord had said unto them, Ye shall not do this thing.

13 Yet the Lord testified against Israel, and against Judah, by all the prophets, and by all the seers, saying, Turn ye from your evil ways, and keep my commandments and my statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you by my servants the prophets.

14 Notwithstanding they would not hear, but hardened their necks, like to the neck of their fathers, that did not believe in the Lord their God.

15 And they rejected his statutes, and his covenant that he made with their fathers, and his testimonies which he testified against them; and they followed vanity, and became vain, and went after the heathen that were round about them, concerning whom the Lord had charged them, that they should not do like them.

16 And they left all the commandments of the Lord their God, and made them molten images, even two calves, and made a grove, and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served Baal.

17 And they caused their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire, and used divination and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger.

18 Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of his sight: there was none left but the tribe of Judah only.

19 Also Judah kept not the commandments of the Lord their God, but walked in the statutes of Israel which they made.

20 And the Lord rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted them, and delivered them into the hand of spoilers, until he had cast them out of his sight.

21 For he rent Israel from the house of David; and they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king: and Jeroboam drave Israel from following the Lord, and made them sin a great sin.

22 For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; they departed not from them;

23 Until the Lord removed Israel out of his sight, as he had said by all his servants the prophets. So was Israel carried away out of their own land to Assyria unto this day.

24 And the king of Assyria brought men from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and from Ava, and from Hamath, and from Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel: and they possessed Samaria, and dwelt in the cities thereof.

25 And so it was at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they feared not the Lord: therefore the Lord sent lions among them, which slew some of them.

26 Wherefore they spake to the king of Assyria, saying, The nations which thou hast removed, and placed in the cities of Samaria, know not the manner of the God of the land: therefore he hath sent lions among them, and, behold, they slay them, because they know not the manner of the God of the land.

27 Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying, Carry thither one of the priests whom ye brought from thence; and let them go and dwell there, and let him teach them the manner of the God of the land.

28 Then one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came and dwelt in Bethel, and taught them how they should fear the Lord.

29 Howbeit every nation made gods of their own, and put them in the houses of the high places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in their cities wherein they dwelt.

30 And the men of Babylon made Succoth-benoth, and the men of Cuth made Nergal, and the men of Hamath made Ashima,

31 And the Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak, and the Sepharvites burnt their children in fire to Adrammelech and Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim.

32 So they feared the Lord, and made unto themselves of the lowest of them priests of the high places, which sacrificed for them in the houses of the high places.

33 They feared the Lord, and served their own gods, after the manner of the nations whom they carried away from thence.

34 Unto this day they do after the former manners: they fear not the Lord, neither do they after their statutes, or after their ordinances, or after the law and commandment which the Lord commanded the children of Jacob, whom he named Israel;

35 With whom the Lord had made a covenant, and charged them saying, Ye shall not fear other gods, nor bow yourselves to them, nor serve them, nor sacrifice to them:

36 But the Lord, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt with great power and a stretched out arm, him shall ye fear, and him shall ye worship, and to him shall ye do sacrifice.

37 And the statutes, and the ordinances, and the law, and the commandment, which he wrote for you, ye shall observe to do for evermore; and ye shall not fear other gods.

38 And the covenant that I have made with you ye shall not forget; neither shall ye fear other gods.

39 But the Lord your God ye shall fear; and he shall deliver you out of the hand of all your enemies.

40 Howbeit they did not hearken, but they did after their former manner.

41 So these nations feared the Lord, and served their graven images, both their children, and their children's children: as did their fathers, so do they unto this day.

Outline 17:

(Reign of Hoshea; Israel is captured; Assyria resettles Samaria.)
I.
Hoshea reigns in Israel.  (1-4) 


A.
In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah, Hoshea the son of Elah became king of 


Israel in Samaria, and he reigned nine years.

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, but not as the kings of Israel who were 


before him. 

C.
Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against him, and Hoshea became his vassal 


and paid him tribute money.

D.
And the king of Assyria uncovered a conspiracy by Hoshea:



1.
For he had sent messengers to So, king of Egypt, and brought no tribute to 



the king of Assyria, as he had done year-by-year. 


2.
Therefore the king of Assyria shut him up, and bound him in prison. 


(Hoshea stopped paying tribute to Assyria and tried to arrange for help from 


Egypt.  This brought the Assyrian army down on Israel.   Samaria was besieged 


and finally captured and the remaining Israelites were deported.)

II.
Israel is taken carried captive by Assyria.  (5-23) 

(Note the reasons for judgment listed in this section:  They had feared other gods: 17:7; 
they had conformed to the godless nations around them: 17:8; they practiced idolatry: 

17:9-12; they rejected repeated warnings from God: 17:13-15; they forsook the true 
God: 17:16-23.)


A.
Now the king of Assyria went throughout all the land, and went up to Samaria and 

besieged it for three years. 

B.
In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria took Samaria and carried Israel 


away to Assyria, and placed them in Halah by the Habor, the River of Gozan, 


and in the cities of the Medes. 


C.
For so it was that the children of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, who 

had brought them up out of the land of Egypt, from under the hand of Pharaoh 


king of Egypt.  (Here is the catalog of their sins.)


1.
They had had feared other gods.



2.
They had walked in the statutes of the nations whom the Lord had cast out 



from before the children of Israel, and of the kings of Israel, which they 



had made. 


3.
They secretly did against the Lord their God things that were not right.



4.
They built for themselves high places in all their cities, from watchtower 



to fortified city. 


5.
They set up for themselves sacred pillars and wooden images on every 



high hill and under every green tree.  


6.
They burned incense on all the high places, like the nations whom the 



Lord had carried away before them.



7.
They did wicked things to provoke the Lord to anger.



8.
They served idols, of which the Lord had said to them, "You shall not do 



this thing." 

D.
Yet the Lord testified against Israel and against Judah, by all of His prophets and 


by every seer, saying, "Turn from your evil ways, and keep My commandments 


and My statutes, according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and 


which I sent to you by My servants the prophets." 

E.
Nevertheless they would not hear:



1.
They stiffened their necks, like the necks of their fathers, who did not 



believe in the Lord their God.


2.
They rejected His statutes and His covenant that He had made with their 



fathers, and His testimonies which He had testified against them.



3.
They followed idols, became idolaters, and went after the nations who 



were all around them, concerning whom the Lord had charged them that 



they should not do like them.   (When you reject God's statutes, you 



automatically embrace those of the world.  You eventually become like the 


god you worship.) 


4.
They left all the commandments of the Lord their God.



5.
They made for themselves a molded image, two calves, a wooden image, 



worshiped all the host of heaven, and served Baal.  (Modern day astrology 


is a form of worshipping the host of heaven, believing they predict and 



control events and lives.  Note that astrology is not the same as 




astronomy.  Astronomy is a scientific study of the stars.)


6.
They caused their sons and daughters to pass through the fire.



7.
They practiced witchcraft and soothsaying.



8.
They sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to 


anger. 

F.
Therefore the Lord was very angry with Israel, and removed them from His sight; 


there was none left but the tribe of Judah alone. 


G.
Also Judah did not keep the commandments of the Lord their God, but walked in 


the statutes of Israel which they made. 

H.
And the Lord rejected all the descendants of Israel:



1.
He afflicted them.



2.
He delivered them into the hand of plunderers, until He had cast them 



from His sight. 


3.
He tore Israel from the house of David.


I.
And they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king. 


1.
Then Jeroboam drove Israel from following the Lord, and made them 



commit a great sin. 


2.
For the children of Israel walked in all the sins of Jeroboam which he did; 



they did not depart from them, until the Lord removed Israel out of His 



sight, as He had said by all His servants the prophets. 

J.
So Israel was carried away from their own land to Assyria, as it is to this day. 

III.
Assyria resettles Samaria following the captivity.  (24-41) 


A.
Then the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, 


and Sepharvaim and placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of 

Israel.  And they took possession of Samaria and dwelt in its cities. 

B.
And it was so, at the beginning of their dwelling there, that they did not fear the 


Lord; therefore the Lord sent lions among them, which killed some of them. 

C.
So they spoke to the king of Assyria, saying:



1.
The nations whom you have removed and placed in the cities of Samaria 



do not know the rituals of the God of the land.



2.
Therefore He has sent lions among them, and indeed, they are killing them 


because they do not know the rituals of the God of the land.

D.
Then the king of Assyria commanded, saying: "Send there one of the priests 


whom you brought from there.  Let him go and dwell there, and let him teach 


them the rituals of the God of the land." 


1.
Then one of the priests whom they had carried away from Samaria came 



and dwelt in Bethel.



2.
And he taught them how they should 
fear the Lord. 


E.
However every nation continued to make gods of its own, and put them in the 


shrines on the high places which the Samaritans had made, every nation in the 


cities where they dwelt. 


1.
The men of Babylon made Succoth Benoth.



2.
The men of Cuth made Nergal.



3.
The men of Hamath made Ashima.



4.
The Avites made Nibhaz and Tartak.



5.
The Sepharvites burned their children in fire to Adrammelech and 




Anammelech, the gods of Sepharvaim. 

F.
So they feared the Lord, and from every class they appointed for themselves 


priests of the high places, who sacrificed for them in the shrines of the high 


places. 


1.
They feared the Lord, yet served their own gods--according to the rituals 



of the nations from among whom they were carried away. 



2.
To this day they continue practicing the former rituals.




(You cannot serve God and anything or anyone else.  God requires your 



exclusive worship and obedience.)


G.
They do not fear the Lord, nor do they follow their statutes or their ordinances, or 


the law and commandment which the Lord had commanded the children of Jacob, 

whom He named Israel, with whom the Lord had made a covenant and charged 


them, saying:


1.
You shall not fear other gods, nor bow down to them nor serve them nor 



sacrifice to them.



2.
But the Lord, who brought you up from the land of Egypt with great power 


and an outstretched arm: Him you shall fear, Him you shall worship, and 



to Him you shall offer sacrifice. 


3.
And the statutes, the ordinances, the law, and the commandment which He 


wrote for you, you shall be careful to observe forever.



4.
You shall not fear other gods. 


5.
And the covenant that I have made with you, you shall not forget.



6.
Nor shall you fear other gods. 


7.
But the Lord your God you shall fear and He will deliver you from the 



hand of all your enemies.

H.
However they did not obey, but they followed their former rituals.


1.
So these nations feared the Lord, yet served their carved images.




(They feared the true Lord, but served their own idols.  Spiritual 




compromise leads to additional compromise and to total corruption.  You 



cannot
embrace pluralism--the belief that all roads lead to God.)  



2.
Also their children and their children's children have continued doing as 



their fathers did, even to this day. 

Study questions on chapter 17:

1.
Using verses 1-4 and outline point I, answer the following questions.


-For how long did King Hoshea reign in Israel?



-Who was his father? 


-What do you learn about his reign in this passage?



-To whom did Hoshea become a vassal and pay tribute money?



-What did the King of Assyria discover regarding Hoshea?



-What did the king of Assyria do to Hoshea?

2.
Using verses 5-23 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-For how many years did the king of Assyria besiege Samaria?



-In what year of Hoshea's reign did Assyria take Israel into exile?



-Using outline points II C, D, and E, summarize why the people of Israel were 


sent into exile.



-Which was the only tribe left?  How did this tribe respond to the commandments 


of the Lord?



-Using outline point II H, summarize the judgments that came upon the people.


-Who was made king by the people?



-What sins did this new king commit?



-To where was Israel carried away?

3.
Using verses 24-41 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-Who resettled the cities of Samaria after Israel went into exile?


-What did the Lord send among the people and why did He execute this 



judgment?



-What appeal did the people make to the king of Assyria and what was his 



response?


-What did the priest do upon his arrival in Samaria?



-What did the nations continue to do?



-According to outline point III F, explain what the people did in terms of worship.

4.
Using outline point III G, summarize the covenant the Lord had made with the people.

5.
Using outline point III H, summarize the response of the people to the covenant of the 
Lord.
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 18

1 Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah began to reign.

2 Twenty and five years old was he when he began to reign; and he reigned twenty and nine years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Abi, the daughter of Zachariah.

3 And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that David his father did.

4 He removed the high places, and brake the images, and cut down the groves, and brake in pieces the brasen serpent that Moses had made: for unto those days the children of Israel did burn incense to it: and he called it Nehushtan.

5 He trusted in the Lord God of Israel; so that after him was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any that were before him.

6 For he clave to the Lord, and departed not from following him, but kept his commandments, which the Lord commanded Moses.

7 And the Lord was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth: and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not.

8 He smote the Philistines, even unto Gaza, and the borders thereof, from the tower of the watchmen to the fenced city.

9 And it came to pass in the fourth year of king Hezekiah, which was the seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah king of Israel, that Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria, and besieged it.

10 And at the end of three years they took it: even in the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is the ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was taken.

11 And the king of Assyria did carry away Israel unto Assyria, and put them in Halah and in Habor by the river of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes:

12 Because they obeyed not the voice of the Lord their God, but transgressed his covenant, and all that Moses the servant of the Lord commanded, and would not hear them, nor do them.

13 Now in the fourteenth year of king Hezekiah did Sennacherib king of Assyria come up against all the fenced cities of Judah, and took them.

14 And Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria to Lachish, saying, I have offended; return from me: that which thou puttest on me will I bear. And the king of Assyria appointed unto Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold.

15 And Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the king's house.

16 At that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold from the doors of the Temple of the Lord, and from the pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king of Assyria.

17 And the king of Assyria sent Tartan and Rabsaris and Rab-shakeh from Lachish to king Hezekiah with a great host against Jerusalem. And they went up and came to Jerusalem. And when they were come up, they came and stood by the conduit of the upper pool, which is in the highway of the fuller's field.

18 And when they had called to the king, there came out to them Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder.

19 And Rab-shakeh said unto them, Speak ye now to Hezekiah, Thus saith the great king, the king of Assyria, What confidence is this wherein thou trustest?

20 Thou sayest, (but they are but vain words,) I have counsel and strength for the war. Now on whom dost thou trust, that thou rebellest against me?

21 Now, behold, thou trustest upon the staff of this bruised reed, even upon Egypt, on which if a man lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: so is Pharaoh king of Egypt unto all that trust on him.

22 But if ye say unto me, We trust in the Lord our God: is not that he, whose high places and whose altars Hezekiah hath taken away, and hath said to Judah and Jerusalem, Ye shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem?

23 Now therefore, I pray thee, give pledges to my lord the king of Assyria, and I will deliver thee two thousand horses, if thou be able on thy part to set riders upon them.

24 How then wilt thou turn away the face of one captain of the least of my master's servants, and put thy trust on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen?

25 Am I now come up without the Lord against this place to destroy it? The Lord said to me, Go up against this land, and destroy it.

26 Then said Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, and Shebna, and Joah, unto Rab-shakeh, Speak, I pray thee, to thy servants in the Syrian language; for we understand it: and talk not with us in the Jews' language in the ears of the people that are on the wall.

27 But Rab-shakeh said unto them, Hath my master sent me to thy master, and to thee, to speak these words? hath he not sent me to the men which sit on the wall, that they may eat their own dung, and drink their own piss with you.

28 Then Rab-shakeh stood and cried with a loud voice in the Jews' language, and spake, saying, Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria:

29 Thus saith the king, Let not Hezekiah deceive you: for he shall not be able to deliver you out of his hand:

30 Neither let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, The Lord will surely deliver us, and this city shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.

31 Hearken not to Hezekiah: for thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an agreement with me by a present, and come out to me, and then eat ye every man of his own vine, and every one of his fig tree, and drink ye every one the waters of his cistern:

32 Until I come and take you away to a land like your own land, a land of corn and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land of oil olive and of honey, that ye may live, and not die: and hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he persuadeth you, saying, The Lord will deliver us.

33 Hath any of the gods of the nations delivered at all his land out of the hand of the king of Assyria?

34 Where are the gods of Hamath, and of Arpad? where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah? have they delivered Samaria out of mine hand?

35 Who are they among all the gods of the countries, that have delivered their country out of mine hand, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of mine hand?

36 But the people held their peace, and answered him not a word: for the king's commandment was, saying, Answer him not.

37 Then came Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, which was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph the recorder, to Hezekiah with their clothes rent, and told him the words of Rab-shakeh.

Outline 18:

(Reign of Hezekiah; Israel taken captive; Judah conquered; Sennacherib's boast.)
I.
Hezekiah reigns in Judah.  (1-8) 


(2 Chronicles 29-32; Isaiah 36-39.)


A.
Now it came to pass in the third year of Hoshea the son of Elah, king of Israel, 


that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz, king of Judah, began to reign. 


1.
He was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned 



twenty-nine years in Jerusalem. 


2.
His mother's name was Abi the daughter of Zechariah. 

B.
And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father 


David had done. (This statement is omitted from the description of the other 


kings.)


1.
He removed the high places and broke the sacred pillars (which were 



symbols of male idols).



2.
He cut down the wooden image and broke in pieces the bronze serpent that 


Moses had made--for until those days the children of Israel burned incense 


to it, and called it Nehushtan.   (See the story of the bronze serpent in 



Numbers 21:8-9.  God never intended for this symbol to become an idol.  



This illustrates that even a God-given blessing can become an idol if you 



put your trust in it, i.e., money, a job, religious leaders, etc. What in 



your life was once a blessing but now is an idol?)  

C.
He trusted in the Lord God of Israel, so that after him was none like him among 


all the kings of Judah, nor who were before him. 


1.
For he held fast to the Lord.



2.
He did not depart from following Him, but kept His commandments, 



which the Lord had commanded Moses. 

D.
The Lord was with him:



1.
He prospered wherever he went. 


2.
And he rebelled against the king of Assyria and did not serve him. 


3.
He subdued the Philistines, as far as Gaza and its territory, from 




watchtower to fortified city. 

II. 
Samaria is conquered  (9-12)

A.
Now it came to pass in the fourth year of King Hezekiah--which was the seventh 


year of Hoshea the son of Elah, king of Israel--that Shalmaneser king of Assyria 


came up against Samaria and besieged it.

B.
And at the end of three years they took it. In the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is, the 

ninth year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was taken. 

C.
Then the king of Assyria carried Israel away captive to Assyria, and put them in 


Halah and by the Habor, the River of Gozan, and in the cities of the Medes.


D.
This happened because:



1.
They did not obey the voice of the Lord their God.



2.
They transgressed His covenant and all that Moses the servant of the Lord 



had commanded--they would neither hear nor do them.  
III.
Judah is conquered.  (13-16)

A.
And in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria came 


up against all the fortified cities of Judah and took them (and remained at 



Lachish).

B.
Then Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying:



1.
I have done wrong.



2.
Turn away from me.



3.
Whatever you impose on me I will pay.


(Rather than fight for Judah, Hezekiah tries to pay off the enemy Assyrians.)


C.
And the king of Assyria assessed Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of 


silver and thirty talents of gold. 


1.
So Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the house of the 



Lord and in the treasuries of the king's house. 


2.
At that time Hezekiah stripped the gold from the doors of the Temple of 



the Lord, and from the pillars which Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, 



and gave it to the king of Assyria. 

IV.
Sennacherib's boast.  (17-37)


(Isaiah 36:2-22; 2 Chronicles 32:9-15)

(Despite receiving the tribute from Hezekiah, Sennacherib did not withdraw.  He sent his 
troops to negotiate a surrender.  Spiritually, you cannot make a deal with the enemy.  He 
wants it all!) 

A.
Then the king of Assyria sent the Tartan, the Rabsaris, and the Rabshakeh (the 


title for the field commander) from Lachish, with a great army against Jerusalem, 


to King Hezekiah. 


1.
And they went up and came to Jerusalem. 


2.
When they had come up, they went and stood by the aqueduct from the 



upper pool, which was on the highway to the Fuller's Field.

B.
And when they had called to the king, Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over 


the household, Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came 


out to them. 

C.
Then the Rabshakeh said to them: Say now to Hezekiah--Thus says the great 


king, the king of Assyria: What confidence is this in which you trust?


1.
Your plans? They are mere words.




a.
You speak of having plans and power for war, but they are mere 




words. 





b.
And in whom do you trust, that you rebel against me? 


2.
Egypt?  They will not come to your aid.




Now look! You are trusting in the staff of this broken reed, Egypt, on 



which if a man leans, it will go into his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh 



king of Egypt to all who trust in him.   (You won't get any help from 



Egypt!  A true statement!)


3.
Your God?  What god has ever withstood Assyria?




But if you say to me, 'We trust in the Lord our God,' is it not He whose 



high places and whose altars Hezekiah has taken away, and said to Judah 



and Jerusalem, 'You shall worship before this altar in Jerusalem'?



(The king thought that Jehoshaphat had offended the God of Israel by 



taking down the high places and that God would not help him.)



4.
Your military forces?  They are inferior to Assyria.




a.
Now therefore, I urge you, give a pledge to my master the king of 




Assyria, and I will give you two thousand horses--if you are able 




on your part to put riders on them! (He knew that they did not have 




enough troops to do so.)



b.
How then will you repel one captain of the least of my master's 




servants, and put your trust in Egypt for chariots and horsemen? 



c.
Have I now come up without the Lord against this place to destroy 




it? The Lord said to me, 'Go up against this land, and destroy it.' 


D.
Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, Shebna, and Joah said to the Rabshakeh:



1.
Please speak to your servants in Aramaic, for we understand it.



2.
Do not speak to us in Hebrew in the hearing of the people who are on the 



wall.   (Aramaic was the language of diplomacy.  They wanted the 




Ramshakeh to use this language instead of Hebrew so that the common 



people would not understand and become fearful and discouraged.  He 



declined to do so, as he wanted to discourage the people.  Do not listen to 



your spiritual enemy.  His goals are similar.)

E.
But the Rabshakeh said to them, "Has my master sent me to your master and to 


you to speak these words, and not to the men who sit on the wall, who will eat and 

drink their own waste with you?"   (He wanted all the people to understand what 


he was saying. He was staging psychological warfare to weaken their confidence 


in God.)

F.
Then the Rabshakeh stood and called out with a loud voice in Hebrew, and spoke, 

saying: Hear the word of the great king, the king of Assyria! Thus says the 



king:


1.
Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he shall not be able to deliver you 



from his hand.




a.
Do not let Hezekiah make you trust in the Lord, saying, "The 




Lord will surely deliver us; this city shall not be given into the 




hand of the king of Assyria."' 



b.
Do not listen to Hezekiah. 





2.
For thus says the king of Assyria:



a.
Make peace with me by a present and come out to me.




b.
Every one of you eat from his own vine and everyone from his 




own fig tree, and every one of you drink the waters of his own 




cistern; until I come and take you away to a land like your own 




land, a land of grain and new wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a 



land of olive groves and honey, that you may live and not die. 




("Choose life instead of death" sounds like something God would 




say, but this message was not from God.  God would defend them 




without compromise with the enemy! See Isaiah 37:35; 2 Kings 




19:32-34.)




c.
But do not listen to Hezekiah, lest he persuade you, saying, "The 




Lord will deliver us." 



d.
Has any of the gods of the nations at all delivered its land from the 




hand of the king of Assyria? 




(1)
Where are the gods of Hamath and Arpad? 




(2)
Where are the gods of Sepharvaim and Hena and Ivah? 




(3)
Indeed, have they delivered Samaria from my hand? 




(4)
Who among all the gods of the lands have delivered their 





countries from my hand, that the Lord should deliver 





Jerusalem from my hand? 





(His message was for them to surrender and submit to deportation. 



 It was the expectation of Sennacherib that they would do so.  It 




was true that no other "god" had been able to deliver out of his 




hands, the reason being that those gods were idols and had no 




power.)


G.
But the people held their peace and answered him not a word; for the king's 


commandment was, "Do not answer him." 

H.
Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the household, Shebna the scribe, 


and Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes torn, 

and told him the words of the Rabshakeh. 

Study questions on chapter 18:

1.
Using verses 1-8 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who was king in Judah as this passage opens?



-How old was he when he became king?



-For how many years did he reign?



-What was his mother's name?



-What positive things did he do?



-What do you learn about his relationship with the Lord in points I C and D?

2.
Using verses 9-12 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who came up against Samaria and besieged it?



-What happened after three years of the siege?



-To where was Israel carried away captive?



-Why did God allow this to happen to Israel?

3.
Using verses 13-16 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-Who came against the fortified cities of Judah during Hezekiah's reign?



-What message did Hezekiah send to the king of Assyria?



-What assessment did the king of Assyria make in response to Hezekiah's request?


-Where did Hezekiah obtain the funds to pay the assessment?

4.
Using verses 17-37 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Who was sent up to battle Hezekiah?



-Who came out to meet them upon their arrival?



-Using point IV C, summarize the Rabshakeh's message to Hezekiah.



-What did Eliakim ask the Rabshakeh to do and why did he make this appeal?


-What was the Rabshakeh's response to this request?


-Using outline point IV F, summarize the Rabshakeh's message.



-How did the people respond to the Rabshakeh's message?



-Who went to bear this news to Hezekiah?
5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 19

1 And it came to pass, when king Hezekiah heard it, that he rent his clothes, and covered himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord.

2 And he sent Eliakim, which was over the household, and Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz.

3 And they said unto him, Thus saith Hezekiah, This day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and blasphemy: for the children are come to the birth, and there is not strength to bring forth.

4 It may be the Lord thy God will hear all the words of Rab-shakeh, whom the king of Assyria his master hath sent to reproach the living God; and will reprove the words which the Lord thy God hath heard: wherefore lift up thy prayer for the remnant that are left.

5 So the servants of king Hezekiah came to Isaiah.

6 And Isaiah said unto them, Thus shall ye say to your master, Thus saith the Lord, Be not afraid of the words which thou hast heard, with which the servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed me.

7 Behold, I will send a blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and shall return to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land.

8 So Rab-shakeh returned, and found the king of Assyria warring against Libnah: for he had heard that he was departed from Lachish.

9 And when he heard say of Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, Behold, he is come out to fight against thee: he sent messengers again unto Hezekiah, saying,

10 Thus shall ye speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying, Let not thy God in whom thou trustest deceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria.

11 Behold, thou hast heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands, by destroying them utterly: and shalt thou be delivered?

12 Have the gods of the nations delivered them which my fathers have destroyed; as Gozan, and Haran, and Rezeph, and the children of Eden which were in Thelasar?

13 Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and Ivah?

14 And Hezekiah received the letter of the hand of the messengers, and read it: and Hezekiah went up into the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord.

15 And Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said, O Lord God of Israel, which dwellest between the cherubims, thou art the God, even thou alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth: thou hast made heaven and earth.

16 Lord, bow down thine ear, and hear: open, Lord, thine eyes, and see: and hear the words of Sennacherib, which hath sent him to reproach the living God.

17 Of a truth, Lord, the kings of Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands,

18 And have cast their gods into the fire: for they were no gods, but the work of men's hands, wood and stone: therefore they have destroyed them.

19 Now therefore, O Lord our God, I beseech thee, save thou us out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the Lord God, even thou only.

20 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, That which thou hast prayed to me against Sennacherib king of Assyria I have heard.

21 This is the word that the Lord hath spoken concerning him; The virgin the daughter of Zion hath despised thee, and laughed thee to scorn; the daughter of Jerusalem hath shaken her head at thee.

22 Whom hast thou reproached and blasphemed? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy One of Israel.

23 By the messengers thou hast reproached the Lord, and hast said, With the multitude of my chariots I am come up to the height of the mountains, to the sides of Lebanon, and will cut down the tall cedar trees thereof, and the choice fir trees thereof: and I will enter into the lodgings of his borders, and into the forest of his Carmel.

24 I have digged and drunk strange waters, and with the sole of my feet have I dried up all the rivers of besieged places.

25 Hast thou not heard long ago how I have done it, and of ancient times that I have formed it? now have I brought it to pass, that thou shouldest be to lay waste fenced cities into ruinous heaps.

26 Therefore their inhabitants were of small power, they were dismayed and confounded; they were as the grass of the field, and as the green herb, as the grass on the housetops, and as corn blasted before it be grown up.

27 But I know thy abode, and thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage against me.

28 Because thy rage against me and thy tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I will put my hook in thy nose, and my bridle in thy lips, and I will turn thee back by the way by which thou camest.

29 And this shall be a sign unto thee, Ye shall eat this year such things as grow of themselves, and in the second year that which springeth of the same; and in the third year sow ye, and reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruits thereof.

30 And the remnant that is escaped of the house of Judah shall yet again take root downward, and bear fruit upward.

31 For out of Jerusalem shall go forth a remnant, and they that escape out of mount Zion: the zeal of the Lord of hosts shall do this.

32 Therefore thus saith the Lord concerning the king of Assyria, He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield, nor cast a bank against it.

33 By the way that he came, by the same shall he return, and shall not come into this city, saith the Lord.

34 For I will defend this city, to save it, for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake.

35 And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord went out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred fourscore and five thousand: and when they arose early in the morning, behold, they were all dead corpses.

36 So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh.

37 And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his sons smote him with the sword: and they escaped into the land of Armenia. And Esar-haddon his son reigned in his stead.

Outline 19:

(Hezekiah and Sennacherib.)
I.
Isaiah prophesies deliverance.  (1-7) 


(Isaiah 37:1-7)


A.
And so it was, when King Hezekiah heard it, that he tore his clothes, covered 


himself with sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord.  (What he heard was 


the threatening message of the Rabshakeh--see the previous chapter.)


B.
Then he sent Eliakim, who was over the household, Shebna the scribe, and the 


elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of 


Amoz.  (He turns to the prophet of God.) And they said to him:  Thus says 


Hezekiah: 


1.
This day is a day of trouble, and rebuke, and blasphemy; for the children 



have come to birth, but there is no strength to bring them forth. 


2.
It may be that the Lord your God will hear all the words of the Rabshakeh, 


whom his master the king of Assyria has sent to reproach the living God, 



and will rebuke the words which the Lord your God has heard. 


3.
Therefore lift up your prayer for the remnant that is left. 


C.
So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.  And Isaiah said to them: Thus 


you shall say to your master: Thus says the Lord: 


1.
Do not be afraid of the words which you have heard, with which the 



servants of the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 


2.
Surely I will send a spirit upon him, and he shall hear a rumor and return 



to his own land; and I will cause him to fall by the sword in his own land. 


(The king would hear a rumor and return to his own land where he would fall as 


he had intended for Jerusalem to do.) 

II.
Sennacherib's threat.  (8-13) 


(Isaiah 37:8-20)


A.
Then the Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria warring against 


Libnah, for he heard that he had departed from Lachish.  

B.
And the king heard concerning Tirhakah king of Ethiopia, "Look, he has come out 

to make war with you." 

C.
So Rabshakeh again sent messengers to Hezekiah, saying: Thus you shall speak to 

Hezekiah king of Judah, saying:


1.
Do not let your God in whom you trust deceive you, saying, "Jerusalem 



shall not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria." 


2.
Look! You have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands by 



utterly destroying them; and shall you be delivered?


3.
Have the gods of the nations delivered those whom my fathers have 



destroyed--Gozan, Haran, Rezeph, and the people of Eden who 




were in Telassar?  Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, and 



the king of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena, and Ivah?   (It wasn't hard for 



them to defeat these "gods" since they were idols!)
III.
Hezekiah's prayer.  (14-19)


And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the messengers, and read it; 


and Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, and spread it before the Lord.  


Then Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said: 

A.
Oh Lord God of Israel, the One who dwells between the cherubim, You 



are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made 



heaven and earth. 

B.
Incline Your ear, oh Lord, and hear; open Your eyes, oh Lord, and see; and 


hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living 



God.

C.
Truly, Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid waste the nations and their 



lands, and have cast their gods into the fire; for they were not gods, but the 


work of men's hands--wood and stone. Therefore they destroyed them. 

D.
Now therefore, oh Lord our God, I pray, save us from his hand, that all the 



kingdoms of the earth may know that You are the Lord God, You alone. 

(Hezekiah used powerful spiritual strategies applicable to our own times of crisis.  He 
went to God's house; sought counsel from wise men; put the matter before the Lord and 
focused on the greatness of God instead of the circumstances.  He prayed factually--
stating things as they were and not as he wished them to be; sought God's deliverance; 
and understood His divine purpose.)

IV.
The word of the Lord concerning Sennacherib.  (20-34) 


(Isaiah 37:21-25)


Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, saying: Thus says the Lord God of Israel:

Because you have prayed to Me against Sennacherib king of Assyria, I have heard.  

A.
A word regarding Sennacherib:  This is the word which the Lord has spoken 


concerning him:



1.
The virgin, the daughter of Zion, has despised you, and laughed you to 



scorn. 
The daughter of Jerusalem has shaken her head behind your back! 



2.
Whom have you reproached and blasphemed?



Against whom have you raised your voice?



Against whom have you lifted up your eyes on high? 




Against the Holy One of Israel.


3.
By your messengers you have reproached the Lord and said:



a.
I have come up to the height of the mountains--to the limits of 




Lebanon--by the multitude of my chariots.




b.
I will cut down its tall cedars and its choice cypress trees.




c.
I will enter the extremity of its borders, to its fruitful forest.



d.
I have dug and drunk strange water.




e.
I have dried up all the brooks of defense with the soles of my feet. 



4.
Did you not hear long ago how I made it, from ancient times that I formed 



it? 



5.
Now I have brought it to pass, that you should be for crushing fortified 



cities into heaps of ruins. 



a.
Therefore their inhabitants had little power.




b
They were dismayed and confounded.




c.
They were as the grass of the field, the green herb, as the grass 




on the housetops, and grain blighted before it is grown. 



6.
But I know your dwelling place, your going out and your coming in, and 



your rage against Me. Because your rage against Me and your tumult have 



come up to My ears, therefore:




a.
I will put My hook in your nose.  (The Assyrians put metal hooks in 



the noses of their captives to lead them into slavery.  God would 




put His own hook in Sennacherib's nose and drag him from 




Judah.)



b.
I will put My bridle in your lips.




c.
I will turn you back by the way which you came. 


B.
A word to Hezekiah:  



1.
The sign:  This shall be a sign to you:




a.
You shall eat this year such as grows of itself, and in the second 




year what springs from the same.




b.
Also in the third year sow and reap, plant vineyards and eat the 




fruit of them.   (Within three years, there would be prosperity 




again.)



c.
And the remnant who have escaped of the house of Judah shall 




again take root downward, and bear fruit upward. 



d.
For out of Jerusalem shall go a remnant, and those who escape 




from Mount Zion.


2.
The power: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 



3.
The promise: Therefore thus says the Lord concerning the king of Assyria:




a.
He shall not come into this city, nor shoot an arrow there, nor come 



before it with shield, nor build a siege mound against it.



b.
By the way that he came, by the same shall he return.




c.
And he shall not come into this city for I will defend this city, to 




save it for My own sake and for My servant David's sake. 
V.
Sennacherib's defeat and death.  (35-37) 


(Isaiah 37:36-38; 2 Chronicles 32:20-23)


A.
And it came to pass on a certain night that the angel of the Lord went out and 


killed 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians, and when people arose early in the 


morning, there were the corpses--all dead.

B.
So Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went away, returned home, and 


remained at Nineveh. 

C.
Now it came to pass, as he was worshiping in the Temple of Nisroch his god, that 


his sons Adrammelech and Sharezer struck him down with the sword and they 


escaped into the land of Ararat.  (He was murdered by his sons.) 

D.
Then Esarhaddon his son reigned in his place. 

Study questions on chapter 19:

1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What event, recorded in chapter 18, caused King Hezekiah to go to the house of 


the Lord?



-For whom did Hezekiah send?



-Summarize Hezekiah's report to Isaiah.



-Summarize Isaiah's message of hope to Hezekiah.

2.
Using verses 8-13 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who was the Rabshakeh?



-Where had he been and what did he find upon his return home?



-What did the king tell the Rabshakeh regarding an impending threat?



-To whom did the Rabshakeh send messengers?



-Summarize the message given to Hezekiah from the Rabshakeh.

3.
Using verses 14-19 and outline point  III, summarize Hezekiah's prayer and note spiritual 
strategies applicable to times of crisis.
4.
Using verses 20-34 and outline point IV:



-Summarize the Lord's message regarding the threat raised by Sennacherib and his 

captain Rabshakeh.


-Summarize the Lord's encouraging word to Hezekiah in terms of the sign, the 


power, and the promise. 
5.
Using verses 35-37 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-What did the angel of the Lord do that night?



-Where did Sennacherib go?



-What happened to Sennacherib as he was worshiping in the temple of his god? 


-Who was responsible for Sennacherib's death?



-Who reigned in his place?
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 20

1 In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.

2 Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the Lord, saying,

3 I beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how I have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.

4 And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the word of the Lord came to him, saying,

5 Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord.

6 And I will add unto thy days fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake.

7 And Isaiah said, Take a lump of figs. And they took and laid it on the boil, and he recovered.

8 And Hezekiah said unto Isaiah, What shall be the sign that the Lord will heal me, and that I shall go up into the house of the Lord the third day?

9 And Isaiah said, This sign shalt thou have of the Lord, that the Lord will do the thing that he hath spoken: shall the shadow go forth ten degrees, or go back ten degrees?

10 And Hezekiah answered, It is a light thing for the shadow to go down ten degrees: nay, but let the shadow return backward ten degrees.

11 And Isaiah the prophet cried unto the Lord: and he brought the shadow ten degrees backward, by which it had gone down in the dial of Ahaz.

12 At that time Berodach-baladan, the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present unto Hezekiah: for he had heard that Hezekiah had been sick.

13 And Hezekiah hearkened unto them, and shewed them all the house of his precious things, the silver, and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, and all the house of his armour, and all that was found in his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all his dominion, that Hezekiah shewed them not.

14 Then came Isaiah the prophet unto king Hezekiah, and said unto him, What said these men? and from whence came they unto thee? And Hezekiah said, They are come from a far country, even from Babylon.

15 And he said, What have they seen in thine house? And Hezekiah answered, All the things that are in mine house have they seen: there is nothing among my treasures that I have not shewed them.

16 And Isaiah said unto Hezekiah, Hear the word of the Lord.

17 Behold, the days come, that all that is in thine house, and that which thy fathers have laid up in store unto this day, shall be carried into Babylon: nothing shall be left, saith the Lord.

18 And of thy sons that shall issue from thee, which thou shalt beget, shall they take away; and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king of Babylon.

19 Then said Hezekiah unto Isaiah, Good is the word of the Lord which thou hast spoken. And he said, Is it not good, if peace and truth be in my days?

20 And the rest of the acts of Hezekiah, and all his might, and how he made a pool, and a conduit, and brought water into the city, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

21 And Hezekiah slept with his fathers: and Manasseh his son reigned in his stead.

Outline 20:

(Events during the reign of Hezekiah. Events in this chapter are also recorded in Isaiah 38.)
I.
Hezekiah's life is extended.  (1-11) 


(2 Chronicles 32:24-26; Isaiah 38:1-8)


A.
In those days Hezekiah was sick and near death.  (See 2 Chronicles 32:24-25.)

B.
And Isaiah the prophet, the son of Amoz, went to him and said to him, "Thus says 

the Lord: 'Set your house in order, for you shall die, and not live.'" 


C.
Then he turned his face toward the wall, and prayed to the Lord, saying: 



"Remember now, oh Lord, I pray, how I have walked before You in truth and with 

a loyal heart, and have done what was good in Your sight." And Hezekiah wept 


bitterly. 


D.
And it happened, before Isaiah had gone out into the middle court, that the word 


of the Lord came to him, saying: Return and tell Hezekiah the leader of My 


people: Thus says the Lord, the God of David your father:


1.
I have heard your prayer, I have seen your tears.



2.
I will surely heal you--on the third day you shall go up to the house of the 



Lord. 


3.
I will add to your days fifteen years. 


4.
I will deliver you and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria.



5.
I will defend this city for My own sake, and for the sake of My servant 



David. 



(Answered prayer depends on God's "I will" not our  "I want".)

E.
Then Isaiah said, "Take a lump of figs." So they took and laid it on the boil, and 


he recovered. 


F.
And Hezekiah said to Isaiah, "What is the sign that the Lord will heal me, and that 

I shall go up to the house of the Lord the third day?"   (This was not an expression 

of doubt.  Messages given by Old Testament prophets were typically confirmed 


by miraculous signs.  Isaiah had even told Ahaz of Judah to ask for a sign:



Isaiah 7:10-11.)  

G.
Then Isaiah said:"This is the sign to you from the Lord, that the Lord will do the 


thing which He has spoken: Shall the shadow go forward ten degrees or go 


backward ten degrees?" 



1.
And Hezekiah answered, "It is an easy thing for the shadow to go forward 



ten degrees; no, but let the shadow go backward ten degrees."   (This 



would be more difficult.  He believed if God could turn back time, He 



surely could heal disease.)  


2.
So Isaiah the prophet cried out to the Lord, and He brought the shadow ten 


degrees backward, by which it had gone down on the sundial of Ahaz. 

II.
Hezekiah's error concerning the Babylonian envoys.  (12-19)

(Isaiah 39; 2 Chronicles 32.)


A.
At that time Berodach-Baladan the son of Baladan, king of Babylon, sent letters 


and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard that Hezekiah had been sick. 


1.
And Hezekiah was attentive to the envoys, and showed them all the house 



of his treasures--the silver and gold, the spices and precious ointment, and 



all his armory--all that was found among his treasures. 


2.
There was nothing in his house or in all his dominion that Hezekiah did 



not show them. 


(The purpose of these envoys were to find out how strong the kingdom was and to 


try to influence Hezekiah to unite with Babylon in opposing Assyria.  Hezekiah 


did not understand their true purpose and assumed it was a great honor for them    

to visit him. Pridefully, he showed them all of his treasures.)


B.
Then Isaiah the prophet went to King Hezekiah, and said to him, "What did these 


men say, and from where did they come to you?"



1.
So Hezekiah said, "They came from a far country, from Babylon." 



2.
And he said, "What have they seen in your house?"



3.
So Hezekiah answered:



a.
They have seen all that is in my house.




b.
There is nothing among my treasures that I have not shown them. 


C.
Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah: Hear the word of the Lord: 


1.
Behold, the days are coming when all that is in your house, and what your 



fathers have accumulated until this day, shall be carried to Babylon-- 



nothing shall be left.



2.
They shall take away some of your sons who will descend from you, 



whom you will beget, and they shall be eunuchs in the palace of the king 



of Babylon.   (See Isaiah 30:1-5 and 31:1-3.)

D.
So Hezekiah said to Isaiah:


1.
The word of the Lord which you have spoken is good!


2.
Will there not be peace and truth at least in my days? 



(Hezekiah's self-centeredness is seen in his response.  He was not overly 



concerned since the judgment would not happen in his lifetime.)

III.
Death of Hezekiah.  (20-21) 


(2 Chronicles 32:32,33)


A.
Now the rest of the acts of Hezekiah--all his might, and how he made a pool and a 

tunnel and brought water into the city--are they not written in the book of the 


chronicles of the kings of Judah?   (The tunnel was 1770 feet long and brought 


water from the Gihon Spring to the Pool of Siloam in Jerusalem.)

B.
So Hezekiah rested with his fathers. 

C.
Then Manasseh his son reigned in his place. 

Study questions on chapter 20:

1.
Using verses 1-11 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-What is Hezekiah's condition as this chapter opens?



-What did the Lord tell Hezekiah through Isaiah?



-Summarize Hezekiah's prayer. 



-Summarize the message Isaiah gave to Hezekiah when God told him to return.



-What practical measures were taken in the healing?



-Was it a lack of faith for Hezekiah to ask for a sign?



-What sign did Hezekiah request?  



-Summarize Isaiah's answer to this request.

2.
Using verses 12-19 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who sent a message and present to Hezekiah when he heard he had been ill?



-What did Hezekiah show the messengers?



-What was the true motive of these messengers when they visited Hezekiah?



-Summarize Isaiah's conversation with Hezekiah regarding the messengers:



-What questions did Isaiah ask?




-What was Hezekiah's responses?




-What prophetic word was given as a result of what Hezekiah had done?




-What was Hezekiah's response to this prophetic word?

3.
Using verses 20-21 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-What amazing accomplishment of Hezekiah is mentioned in verse 20?



-Who reigned in his place after his death?
4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 21

1 Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign, and reigned fifty and five years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hephzi-bah.

2 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, after the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord cast out before the children of Israel.

3 For he built up again the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he reared up altars for Baal, and made a grove, as did Ahab king of Israel; and worshipped all the host of heaven, and served them.

4 And he built altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord said, In Jerusalem will I put my name.

5 And he built altars for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the Lord.

6 And he made his son pass through the fire, and observed times, and used enchantments, and dealt with familiar spirits and wizards: he wrought much wickedness in the sight of the Lord, to provoke him to anger.

7 And he set a graven image of the grove that he had made in the house, of which the Lord said to David, and to Solomon his son, In this house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all tribes of Israel, will I put my name for ever:

8 Neither will I make the feet of Israel move any more out of the land which I gave their fathers; only if they will observe to do according to all that I have commanded them, and according to all the law that my servant Moses commanded them.

9 But they hearkened not: and Manasseh seduced them to do more evil than did the nations whom the Lord destroyed before the children of Israel.

10 And the Lord spake by his servants the prophets, saying,

11 Because Manasseh king of Judah hath done these abominations, and hath done wickedly above all that the Amorites did, which were before him, and hath made Judah also to sin with his idols:

12 Therefore thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Behold, I am bringing such evil upon Jerusalem and Judah, that whosoever heareth of it, both his ears shall tingle.

13 And I will stretch over Jerusalem the line of Samaria, and the plummet of the house of Ahab: and I will wipe Jerusalem as a man wipeth a dish, wiping it, and turning it upside down.

14 And I will forsake the remnant of mine inheritance, and deliver them into the hand of their enemies; and they shall become a prey and a spoil to all their enemies;

15 Because they have done that which was evil in my sight, and have provoked me to anger, since the day their fathers came forth out of Egypt, even unto this day.

16 Moreover Manasseh shed innocent blood very much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another; beside his sin wherewith he made Judah to sin, in doing that which was evil in the sight of the Lord.

17 Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh, and all that he did, and his sin that he sinned, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

18 And Manasseh slept with his fathers, and was buried in the garden of his own house, in the garden of Uzza: and Amon his son reigned in his stead.

19 Amon was twenty and two years old when he began to reign, and he reigned two years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Meshullemeth, the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah.

20 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, as his father Manasseh did.

21 And he walked in all the way that his father walked in, and served the idols that his father served, and worshipped them:

22 And he forsook the Lord God of his fathers, and walked not in the way of the Lord.

23 And the servants of Amon conspired against him, and slew the king in his own house.

24 And the people of the land slew all them that had conspired against king Amon; and the people of the land made Josiah his son king in his stead.

25 Now the rest of the acts of Amon which he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

26 And he was buried in his sepulchre in the garden of Uzza: and Josiah his son reigned in his stead.

Outline 21:

(The reigns of Manasseh and Amon.)
I.
The reign of Manasseh in Judah.  (1-18) 


(2 Chronicles 33:1-20)


A.
Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king.  (Meaning that he was 


born during the extra 15 years of life that Hezekiah was given.)


1.
He reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem.  (This was the longest reign of 



any king in Israel or Judah.) 


2.
His mother's name was Hephzibah.

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to the abominations of the 


nations whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel. 


1.
He rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed.



2.
He raised up altars for Baal, and made a wooden image, as Ahab king of 



Israel had done.



3.
He worshiped all the host of heaven and served them. 



a.
He also built altars in the house of the Lord, of which the Lord had 




said, "In Jerusalem I will put My name."  



b.
And he built altars for all the host of 
heaven in the two courts of 




the house of the Lord.  (This was forbidden in Deuteronomy 4:19; 




17:3.)


4.
Also he made his son pass through the fire, practiced soothsaying, used 



witchcraft, and consulted spiritists and mediums. 


5.
He did much evil in the sight of the Lord, to provoke Him to anger. 

C.
Manasseh even set a carved image of Asherah that he had made, in the house of 


which the Lord had said to David and to Solomon his son: 



1.
In this house and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of 



Israel, I will put My name forever.  (By setting up the idol, Manasseh 



rejected God's presence and promised blessings. See also Jeremiah 7:18 



and Ezekiel 8:1-18.)


2.
I will not make the feet of Israel wander anymore from the land which I 



gave their fathers--only if they are careful to do according to all that I have 


commanded them, and according to all the law that My servant Moses 



commanded them. (An idol of the world was set up in the Temple of God.  



Is this true of your church?  Of your life?)

D.
But they paid no attention, and Manasseh seduced them to do more evil than the 


nations whom the Lord had destroyed before the children of Israel. 

E.
And the Lord spoke by His servants the prophets, saying:  Because Manasseh king 

of Judah has done these abominations and has acted more wickedly than all the 


Amorites who 
were before him, and has also made Judah sin with his idols, 


therefore thus says the Lord God of Israel--Behold:


1.
I am bringing such calamity upon Jerusalem and Judah, that 




whoever hears of it, both his ears will tingle (it will sound like a harsh 



musical note causing people to shudder). 


2.
I will stretch over Jerusalem the measuring line of Samaria and the 




plummet of the house of Ahab.  (They will be judged just as the 




northern kingdom had been judged.)


3.
I will wipe Jerusalem as one wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside 



down.   (When God does dishes!)


4.
I will forsake the remnant of My inheritance and deliver them into the 



hand of their enemies.
They shall become victims of plunder to all their 



enemies because:




a.
They have done evil in My sight.




b.
They have provoked Me to anger since the day their fathers came 




out of Egypt, even to this day. 


F.
Moreover Manasseh shed very much innocent blood, till he had filled Jerusalem 


from one end to another, besides his sin by which he made Judah sin, in doing evil 

in the sight of the Lord.   (Manasseh was a violent man who influenced Judah's 


entire society with his evil.  See also 2 Chronicles 33.)

G.
Now the rest of the acts of Manasseh--all that he did, and the sin that he 



committed--are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of 


Judah? 


1.
So Manasseh rested with his fathers.



2.
He was buried in the garden of his own house, in the garden of Uzza. 


3.
Then his son Amon reigned in his place. 

(By comparing this account with  2 Chronicles 33:1l-13, 18-19, it reveals that after being 
taken captive in Babylon, Manasseh repented, sought God's forgiveness, and was 
eventually restored to the throne of Judah where he reigned for the remainder of his 
days.  He proved the reality of his conversion by seeking to undo the evil he had done: 

2 Chronicles 33:16.  Despite the evil legacy which he passed on, his final days provide 
hope that no one is beyond the grace and mercy of God.)

II.
The reign of Amon in Judah.  (19-26) 


(2 Chronicles 33:21-25)


A.
Amon was twenty-two years old when he became king.



1.
He reigned two years in Jerusalem. 


2.
His mother's name was Meshullemeth the daughter of Haruz of Jotbah.

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, as his father Manasseh had done. 


1.
So he walked in all the ways that his father had walked.



2.
He served the idols that his father had served, and worshiped them. 


3.
He forsook the Lord God of his fathers, and did not walk in the way of the 



Lord. 


C.
Then the servants of Amon conspired against him, and killed the king in his own 


house. 


1.
But the people of the land executed all those who had conspired against 



King Amon. 


2.
Then the people of the land made his son, Josiah, king in his place. 


D.
Now the rest of the acts of Amon which he did, are they not written in the book of 

the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 


1.
And he was buried in his tomb in the garden of Uzza. 


2.
Then Josiah his son reigned in his place. 

Study questions on chapter 21:

1.
Using verses 1-18 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-How old was Manasseh when he became king in Judah?



-For how many years did Manasseh reign?



-What was his mother's name?



-Using outline points I B-D, summarize the evil that Manasseh did.



-What was the response of the people to his evil reign?



-Using point I E, list the judgments that the Lord said would come upon Manasseh 

and the people because of their sins acts.



-According to outline point I F, what additional evil did Manasseh do?



-How is Manasseh compared with other kings of Judah and Israel?


-How is Manasseth compared with rulers of other nations?



-Read 2 Chronicles 33:1-20.  What happened at the end of Manasseh's reign?



-Who reigned in Manasseh's place after his death?
2.
Using verses 19-26 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-How old was Amon when he became king?



-For how many years did he reign?



-Summarize what you learn in this passage regarding Amon's reign.


-How did Amon die?



-Where was Amon buried?



-Who became king in Amon's place?

3.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 22

1 Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath.

2 And he did that which was right in the sight of the Lord, and walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left.

3 And it came to pass in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, that the king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, the scribe, to the house of the Lord, saying,

4 Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may sum the silver which is brought into the house of the Lord, which the keepers of the door have gathered of the people:

5 And let them deliver it into the hand of the doers of the work, that have the oversight of the house of the Lord: and let them give it to the doers of the work which is in the house of the Lord, to repair the breaches of the house,

6 Unto carpenters, and builders, and masons, and to buy timber and hewn stone to repair the house.

7 Howbeit there was no reckoning made with them of the money that was delivered into their hand, because they dealt faithfully.

8 And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, I have found the book of the law in the house of the Lord. And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it.

9 And Shaphan the scribe came to the king, and brought the king word again, and said, Thy servants have gathered the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of them that do the work, that have the oversight of the house of the Lord.

10 And Shaphan the scribe shewed the king, saying, Hilkiah the priest hath delivered me a book. And Shaphan read it before the king.

11 And it came to pass, when the king had heard the words of the book of the law, that he rent his clothes.

12 And the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Michaiah, and Shaphan the scribe, and Asahiah a servant of the king's, saying,

13 Go ye, inquire of the Lord for me, and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that is found: for great is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not hearkened unto the words of this book, to do according unto all that which is written concerning us.

14 So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asahiah, went unto Huldah the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe; (now she dwelt in Jerusalem in the college;) and they communed with her.

15 And she said unto them, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Tell the man that sent you to me,

16 Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will bring evil upon this place, and upon the inhabitants thereof, even all the words of the book which the king of Judah hath read:

17 Because they have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the works of their hands; therefore my wrath shall be kindled against this place, and shall not be quenched.

18 But to the king of Judah which sent you to inquire of the Lord, thus shall ye say to him, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, As touching the words which thou hast heard;

19 Because thine heart was tender, and thou hast humbled thyself before the Lord, when thou heardest what I spake against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, that they should become a desolation and a curse, and hast rent thy clothes, and wept before me; I also have heard thee, saith the Lord.

20 Behold therefore, I will gather thee unto thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered into thy grave in peace; and thine eyes shall not see all the evil which I will bring upon this place. And they brought the king word again.

Outline 22:

(Josiah; the law is found.)
I.
Josiah reigns in Judah.  (1-2)

(2 Chronicles 34:1,2)


A.
Josiah was eight years old when he became king.



1. 
He reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. 


2.
His mother's name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath.

B.
And he did what was right in the sight of the Lord.



1.
He walked in all the ways of his father David.



2.
He did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left. 
II.
Hilkiah finds the Book of the Law.  (3-10) 


(2 Chronicles 34:8-28)


A.
Now it came to pass, in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, that the king sent 


Shaphan the scribe, the son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, to the house of the 


Lord, saying: 


1.
Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may count the money which has 



been brought into the house of the Lord, which the doorkeepers have 



gathered from the people.


2.
Let them deliver it into the hand of those doing the work, who are the 



overseers in the house of the Lord.



3.
Let them give it to those who are in the house of the Lord doing the work, 



to repair the damages of the house--to carpenters and builders and masons



--and to buy timber and hewn stone to repair the house.


4.
However there need be no accounting made with them of the money 



delivered into their hand, because they deal faithfully. 


B.
Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, "I have found the Book of 

the Law in the house of the Lord."   (The book of the Law was lost in God's house.  

The Word of God is "lost" in any place of worship today when it is not preached, 


taught, and obeyed.)


1.
And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it.


2.
So Shaphan the scribe went to the king, bringing the king word, saying, 



"Your servants have gathered the money that was found in the house, and 



have delivered it into the hand of those who do the work, who oversee the 



house of the Lord." 


3.
Then Shaphan the scribe showed the king, saying, "Hilkiah the priest has 



given me a book." 


4.
And Shaphan read it before the king. 
III.
Josiah inquires of the Lord.  (11-20)


A.
Now it happened, when the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, that he 


tore his clothes. (The first step to change is to see yourself in the light of God's 


word and respond in repentance.)

B.
Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor 

the son of Michaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king, saying:



1.
Go, inquire of the Lord for me, for the people, and for all Judah, 




concerning the words of this book that has been found.



2.
For great is the wrath of the Lord that is aroused against us, because our 



fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all that 



is written concerning us. 


C.
So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the 


prophetess--the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of 


the wardrobe--who dwelt in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter. And they spoke 


with her.  (See also 2 Chronicles 34:22.) 

D.
A message to the man who sent them--Josiah.



Then she said to them: Thus says the Lord God of Israel: Tell the man who sent 


you to Me,  thus says the Lord: 


1.
Behold, I will bring calamity on this place and on its inhabitants--all the 



words of the book which the king of Judah has read--because they have 



forsaken Me and burned incense to other gods, that they might provoke 



Me to anger with all the works of their hands. 


2.
Therefore My wrath shall be aroused against this place and shall not be 



quenched. 



E.
A message to the king of Judah--Josiah the king.



Then she said to them: But as for the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the 

Lord in this manner, you shall speak to him: Thus says the Lord God of Israel: 


1.
Concerning the words which you have heard--because your heart was 



tender, and you humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what I 



spoke against this place and against its inhabitants, that they would 



become a desolation and a curse, and you tore your clothes and wept 



before Me--I also have heard you.



2.
Surely, therefore:




a.
You shall be gathered to your fathers.




b.
You shall be gathered to your grave in peace.




c.
Your eyes shall not see all the
 calamity which I will bring on this 




place. 

F.
So they brought back word to the king. 



(See Supplemental Study Six on King Josiah.)
Study questions on chapter 22:

1.
Using verses 1-2 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-How old was Josiah when he became king?



-What was his mother's name?



-What do you learn about Josiah's reign in these opening verses?

2.
Using verses 3-10 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who was sent to the house of the Lord by Josiah and for what purpose?



-What was to be done with the funds after they were counted?



-What did Hilkiah find in the house of the Lord?


-To whom did Hilkiah give the book and what did he do with it?

3.
Using verses 11-20 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-What was the initial response of King Josiah when he heard the words of the 


book of the law?



-What did Josiah command Hilkiah and the other leaders to do?



-Of whom did Hilkiah and the leaders inquire?



-Summarize the  message from the Lord which was given to them and which they 


brought back to the king.
4.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 23

1 And the king sent, and they gathered unto him all the elders of Judah and of Jerusalem.

2 And the king went up into the house of the Lord, and all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem with him, and the priests, and the prophets, and all the people, both small and great: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant which was found in the house of the Lord.

3 And the king stood by a pillar, and made a covenant before the Lord, to walk after the Lord, and to keep his commandments and his testimonies and his statutes with all their heart and all their soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people stood to the covenant.

4 And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, and the priests of the second order, and the keepers of the door, to bring forth out of the Temple of the Lord all the vessels that were made for Baal, and for the grove, and for all the host of heaven: and he burned them without Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried the ashes of them unto Bethel.

5 And he put down the idolatrous priests, whom the kings of Judah had ordained to burn incense in the high places in the cities of Judah, and in the places round about Jerusalem; them also that burned incense unto Baal, to the sun, and to the moon, and to the planets, and to all the host of heaven.

6 And he brought out the grove from the house of the Lord, without Jerusalem, unto the brook Kidron, and burned it at the brook Kidron, and stamped it small to powder, and cast the powder thereof upon the graves of the children of the people.

7 And he brake down the houses of the sodomites, that were by the house of the Lord, where the women wove hangings for the grove.

8 And he brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah, and defiled the high places where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to Beer-sheba, and brake down the high places of the gates that were in the entering in of the gate of Joshua the governor of the city, which were on a man's left hand at the gate of the city.

9 Nevertheless the priests of the high places came not up to the altar of the Lord in Jerusalem, but they did eat of the unleavened bread among their brethren.

10 And he defiled Topheth, which is in the valley of the children of Hinnom, that no man might make his son or his daughter to pass through the fire to Molech.

11 And he took away the horses that the kings of Judah had given to the sun, at the entering in of the house of the Lord, by the chamber of Nathan-melech the chamberlain, which was in the suburbs, and burned the chariots of the sun with fire.

12 And the altars that were on the top of the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two courts of the house of the Lord, did the king beat down, and brake them down from thence, and cast the dust of them into the brook Kidron.

13 And the high places that were before Jerusalem, which were on the right hand of the mount of corruption, which Solomon the king of Israel had builded for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Zidonians, and for Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the abomination of the children of Ammon, did the king defile.

14 And he brake in pieces the images, and cut down the groves, and filled their places with the bones of men.

15 Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin, had made, both that altar and the high place he brake down, and burned the high place, and stamped it small to powder, and burned the grove.

16 And as Josiah turned himself, he spied the sepulchres that were there in the mount, and sent, and took the bones out of the sepulchres, and burned them upon the altar, and polluted it, according to the word of the Lord which the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words.

17 Then he said, What title is that that I see? And the men of the city told him, It is the sepulchre of the man of God, which came from Judah, and proclaimed these things that thou hast done against the altar of Bethel.

18 And he said, Let him alone; let no man move his bones. So they let his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet that came out of Samaria.

19 And all the houses also of the high places that were in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the Lord to anger, Josiah took away, and did to them according to all the acts that he had done in Bethel.

20 And he slew all the priests of the high places that were there upon the altars, and burned men's bones upon them, and returned to Jerusalem.

21 And the king commanded all the people, saying, Keep the passover unto the Lord your God, as it is written in the book of this covenant.

22 Surely there was not holden such a passover from the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah;

23 But in the eighteenth year of king Josiah, wherein this passover was holden to the Lord in Jerusalem.

24 Moreover the workers with familiar spirits, and the wizards, and the images, and the idols, and all the abominations that were spied in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, did Josiah put away, that he might perform the words of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the house of the Lord.

25 And like unto him was there no king before him, that turned to the Lord with all his heart, and with all his soul, and with all his might, according to all the law of Moses; neither after him arose there any like him.

26 Notwithstanding the Lord turned not from the fierceness of his great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled against Judah, because of all the provocations that Manasseh had provoked him withal.

27 And the Lord said, I will remove Judah also out of my sight, as I have removed Israel, and will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of which I said, My name shall be there.

28 Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

29 In his days Pharaoh-nechoh king of Egypt went up against the king of Assyria to the river Euphrates: and king Josiah went against him; and he slew him at Megiddo, when he had seen him.

30 And his servants carried him in a chariot dead from Megiddo, and brought him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his own sepulchre. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, and anointed him, and made him king in his father's stead.

31 Jehoahaz was twenty and three years old when he began to reign; and he reigned three months in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

32 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done.

33 And Pharaoh-nechoh put him in bands at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he might not reign in Jerusalem; and put the land to a tribute of an hundred talents of silver, and a talent of gold.

34 And Pharaoh-nechoh made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in the room of Josiah his father, and turned his name to Jehoiakim, and took Jehoahaz away: and he came to Egypt, and died there.

35 And Jehoiakim gave the silver and the gold to Pharaoh; but he taxed the land to give the money according to the commandment of Pharaoh: he exacted the silver and the gold of the people of the land, of every one according to his taxation, to give it unto Pharaoh-nechoh.

36 Jehoiakim was twenty and five years old when he began to reign; and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Zebudah, the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah.

37 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done.

Outline 23:

(Reign of Josiah; judgment on Judah; reigns of Jehohaz and Jehoiakim.)
I.
Josiah's revival. (1-25) 


(2 Chronicles 34:29-35:19)


A.
Returning to the Word:  Now the king sent them to gather all the elders of Judah 


and Jerusalem to him.  


1.
The king went up to the house of the Lord with all the men of Judah, and 



with him all the inhabitants of Jerusalem--the priests and the prophets and 



all the people, 
both small and great. 


2.
And he read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant 



which had been found in the house of the Lord. 


(We need the Word.  Not the book of the month, current events, or a new method. 


We who have the Word have a responsibility to get it to others.)


B.
Renewing the covenant:  


1.
Then the king stood by a pillar and made a covenant before the Lord, to 



follow the Lord and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and 



His statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this 


covenant that were written in this book.  


2.
And all the people took a stand for the covenant. 

C.
Removing idolatry:  And the king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, the priests 


of the second order, and the doorkeepers, to bring out of the Temple of the Lord 


all the articles that were made for Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host of heaven 

and he burned 
them outside Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron, and carried their 


ashes to Bethel.


1.
Then he removed the idolatrous priests whom the kings of Judah had 



ordained to burn incense on the high places in the cities of Judah and in 



the places all around Jerusalem, and those who burned incense to Baal, to 



the sun, to the moon, to the constellations, and to all the host of heaven.


2.
And he brought out the wooden image from the house of the Lord, to the 



Brook 
Kidron outside Jerusalem, burned it at the Brook Kidron, ground it 



to ashes, and threw its ashes on the graves of the common people.   



(Throwing ashes on these graves defiled the idols.)


3.
Then he tore down the ritual booths of the perverted persons that were in 



the house of the Lord, where the women wove hangings for the wooden 



image. 


4.
And he brought all the priests from the cities of Judah, and defiled 




the high places where the priests had burned incense, from Geba to 



Beersheba.



5.
He also broke down the high places at the gates which were at the entrance 


of the Gate of Joshua, the governor of the city, which were to the left of 



the city gate.


6.
Nevertheless the priests of the high places did not come up to the altar of 



the Lord in Jerusalem, but they ate unleavened bread among their brethren. 



7.
And he defiled Topheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, that 



no man might make his son or his daughter pass through the fire to 




Molech. 


8.
Then he removed the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated to the 



sun, at 
the entrance to the house of the Lord, by the chamber of Nathan-



Melech, the officer who was in the court; and he burned the chariots of the 


sun with fire. 


9.
The altars that were on the roof, the upper chamber of Ahaz, which the 



kings of Judah had made, and the altars which Manasseh had made in the 



two courts of the house of the Lord, the king broke down and pulverized 



there, and threw their dust into the Brook Kidron. 


10.
Then the king defiled the high places that were east of Jerusalem, which 



were on the south of the Mount of Corruption, which Solomon king of 



Israel had built for Ashtoreth the abomination of the Sidonians, for 




Chemosh the abomination of the Moabites, and for Milcom the 




abomination of the people of Ammon. And he broke in pieces the sacred 



pillars, cut down the wooden images, and filled their places with the 



bones of men.   (Shrines were desecrated by burning human bones.)


11.
Moreover the altar that was at Bethel, and the high place which Jeroboam 



the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin, had made, both that altar and the 



high place he broke down, burned the high place, crushed it to powder, 



and burned the wooden image.  (As prophesied in 1 Kings 13:1-3.  Josiah 



went to the high place of Beth El to break down the altars of the pagan 



gods--thus fulfilling the words of this prophecy.  As you live righteously 



and follow God's direction in your life, you will also fulfill the prophetic 



mandate over your life in His perfect timing.)



12.
As Josiah turned, he saw the tombs that were there on the mountain. 



And he sent and took the bones out of the tombs and burned them 




on the 
altar, and defiled it according to the word of the Lord which 



the man of God proclaimed, who proclaimed these words. 


13.
Then he said, "What gravestone is this that I see?"




a.
So the men of the city told him, "It is the tomb of the man of God 




who came from Judah and proclaimed these things which you have 



done against the altar of Bethel." 




b.
And he said, "Let him alone; let no one move his bones." So they 




let his bones alone, with the bones of the prophet who came from 




Samaria. 



14.
Now Josiah also took away all the shrines of the high places that were in 



the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel had made to provoke the 



Lord to anger.




a.
He did to them according to all the deeds he had done in Bethel. 



b.
He executed all the priests of the high places who were there on 




the altars, and burned men's bones on them.




c.
Then he returned to Jerusalem. 


D.
Reinstituting the sacred ordinances: Then the king commanded all the people, 


saying, "Keep the Passover to the Lord your God, as it is written in this Book of 


the Covenant." 


1.
Such a Passover surely had never been held since the days of the judges 



who judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of 


Judah. 


2.
But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah this Passover was held before the 


Lord in Jerusalem. 

E.
Ridding the land of the occult.  Moreover Josiah put away those who consulted 


mediums and spiritists, the household gods and idols, all the abominations that 


were seen in the land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might perform the words 


of the law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the 


house of the Lord. 

F.
Returning to the Lord with all his heart.  Now before him there was no king like 


him, who turned to the Lord with all his heart, with all his soul, and with all his 


might, according to all the Law of Moses; nor after him did any arise like him. 

II.
Impending judgment on Judah.  (26-27) 


(In spite of all the good Josiah did, he could not stop the judgment on Judah.  The sins of 
Manasseh and the people had been too great and reform came too late.  Josiah  tried to 
do what was right because he loved God, not for what he could get out of it.  He knew 
that judgment was still coming.)


A.
Nevertheless the Lord did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath, with 


which His anger was aroused against Judah, because of all the provocations with 


which Manasseh had provoked Him. 

B.
And the Lord said:



1.
I will also remove Judah from My sight, as I have removed Israel.



2.
I will cast off this city Jerusalem which I have chosen, and the house of 



which I said, 'My name shall be there.'   

III.
Josiah's death.  (28-30) 


(2 Chronicles 35:20-36:1)


A.
Now the rest of the acts of Josiah, and all that he did, are they not written in the 


book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?

B.
In his days Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, went to the aid of the king of Assyria, 


to the River Euphrates; and King Josiah went against him. 


1.
And Pharaoh Necho killed him at Megiddo when he confronted him.


2.
Then his servants moved Josiah's body in a chariot from Megiddo, brought 


him to Jerusalem, and buried him in his own tomb. 


(Josiah died in a battle that was actually none of his concern.  Do not get involved 

in other people's conflicts unless directed by God to do so.  See 2 Chronicles 


35:22.)


C.
And the people of the land took Jehoahaz, the son of Josiah, anointed him and 


made him king in his father's place. 

IV.
The reign of Jehoahaz in Judah.  (31-34) 


(2 Chronicles 36:1-4)


(Jehoahaz was his throne name.  His personal name was Shallum.  See 1 Chronicles 
3:15; Jeremiah 22:10-12.)


A.
Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he became king.



1.
He reigned three months in Jerusalem. 


2.
His mother's name was Hamutal the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. 
C.
Now Pharaoh Necho put him in prison at Riblah in the land of Hamath, that he 


might not reign in Jerusalem; and he imposed on the land a tribute of one hundred 

talents of silver and a talent of gold. 

D.
Then Pharaoh Necho made Eliakim the son of Josiah king in place of his father 


Josiah, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. 

E.
And Pharaoh took Jehoahaz and went to Egypt, and he died there. 

V.
Jehoiakim reigns in Judah.  (35-37) 


(2 Chronicles 36:5-8)


A.
So Jehoiakim gave the silver and gold to Pharaoh; 


1.
But he taxed the land to give money according to the command of 




Pharaoh.



2.
He exacted the silver and gold from the people of the land, from every one 


according to his assessment, to give it to Pharaoh Necho. 

B.
Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he became king:



1.
He reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 


2.
His mother's name was Zebudah the daughter of Pedaiah of Rumah. 


3.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers 



had done. 
Study questions on chapter 23:
1.
Using verses 1-25  and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who did King Josiah gather together?



-What was done when these people assembled together?



-Summarize the covenant made by King Josiah. 



-Using outline point I C, summarize the positive changes that Josiah made.



-According to point I D, what did Josiah reinstitute?



-According to point I E, of what else did Josiah rid the land?



-What do you learn about Josiah's commitment to the Lord in point I F?
2.
Using verses 26-27 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Why did judgment come despite all the good Josiah had done?



-Summarize the declarations made by the Lord in this passage.
3.
Using verses 28-30 and outline point III, answer the following questions.



-How was King Josiah killed?



-Who was made king after his death?

4.
Using verses 31-34 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Who became king next in Judah?  



-What was his personal name? 



-What was his throne name?



-How old was he when he began to reign?



-For how long did he reign?



-What was his mother's name?  



-What do you learn about his reign in this passage?



-Who imprisoned him and imposed a tribute on the land of Judah?



-Who was made king in his place? 

5.
Using verses 35-37 and outline point V, answer the following questions.



-To whom did Jehoiakim pay tribute?



-How did Jehoiakim raise these funds?



-How old was he when he became king?



-For how many years did he reign?



-What was his mother's name?



-What do you learn about his reign in this passage?
6.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 24

1 In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant three years: then he turned and rebelled against him.

2 And the Lord sent against him bands of the Chaldees, and bands of the Syrians, and bands of the Moabites, and bands of the children of Ammon, and sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the Lord, which he spake by his servants the prophets.

3 Surely at the commandment of the Lord came this upon Judah, to remove them out of his sight, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he did;

4 And also for the innocent blood that he shed: for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; which the Lord would not pardon.

5 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, are they not written in the book of the Chronicles of the kings of Judah?

6 So Jehoiakim slept with his fathers: and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his stead.

7 And the king of Egypt came not again any more out of his land: for the king of Babylon had taken from the river of Egypt unto the river Euphrates all that pertained to the king of Egypt.

8 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. And his mother's name was Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem.

9 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father had done.

10 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city was besieged.

11 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, and his servants did besiege it.

12 And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, he, and his mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign.

13 And he carried out thence all the treasures of the house of the Lord, and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all the vessels of gold which Solomon king of Israel had made in the Temple of the Lord, as the Lord had said.

14 And he carried away all Jerusalem, and all the princes, and all the mighty men of valour, even ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen and smiths: none remained, save the poorest sort of the people of the land.

15 And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king's mother, and the king's wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon.

16 And all the men of might, even seven thousand, and craftsmen and smiths a thousand, all that were strong and apt for war, even them the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon.

17 And the king of Babylon made Mattaniah his father's brother king in his stead, and changed his name to Zedekiah.

18 Zedekiah was twenty and one years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

19 And he did that which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had done.

20 For through the anger of the Lord it came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah, until he had cast them out from his presence, that Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.

Outline 24:

(Judah's enemies; reign of Jehoiachin; captivity of Jerusalem; reign of Zedekiah.) 

I.
Judah's enemies.  (1-7) 


A.
In Jehoiakim's days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up and Jehoiakim and 

 Judah became his vassal for three years, then they turned and rebelled against 


him. 

B.
And the Lord sent against him and Judah raiding bands of Chaldeans, bands of 


Syrians, bands of Moabites, and bands of the people of Ammon:



1.
He sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the Lord 


which He had spoken by His servants the prophets.


2.
Surely at the commandment of the Lord this came upon Judah, to remove 



them from His sight because of the sins of Manasseh, according to all that 



he had done, and also because of the innocent blood that he had shed; for 



he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, which the Lord would not 



pardon. 


C.
Now the rest of the acts of Jehoiakim, and all that he did, are they not written in 


the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 


1.
So Jehoiakim rested with his fathers. 


2.
Then Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place. 


D.
And the king of Egypt did not come out of his land anymore, for the king of 


Babylon had taken all that belonged to the king of Egypt from the Brook of Egypt 


to the River Euphrates. 

II.
The reign of Jehoiachin in Judah.  (8-12) 


(2 Chronicles 36:9,10)


A.
Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king.



1.
He reigned in Jerusalem three months. 


2.
His mother's name was Nehushta the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem. 

B.
And he did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father had done. 


C.
At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up against 


Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. 


1.
And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came against the city, as his 




servants were besieging it. 


2.
Then Jehoiachin king of Judah, his mother, his servants, his princes, and 



his officers went out to the king of Babylon.



3.
And the king of Babylon, in the eighth year of his reign, took him prisoner. 

III.
The captivity of Jerusalem.  (13-16) 


A.
And he carried out from there all the treasures of the house of the Lord and the 


treasures of the king's house, and he cut in pieces all the articles of gold which 


Solomon king of Israel had made in the Temple of the Lord, as the Lord had said.

B.
Also he carried into captivity into Babylon all Jerusalem: 


1.
All the captains and all the mighty men of valor.



2.
Ten thousand captives.



3.
All the craftsmen and smiths--one thousand. 
 

4.
Jehoiachin.



5.
The king's mother.



6.
The king's wives.



7.
The king's officers.



8.
The mighty of the land. 


9.
Seven thousand valiant men. 


10.
All who were strong and fit for war.


C.
No one remained except the poorest of the land.  (The people taken as slaves were 

those with skills who could contribute to Babylon's economy.)

(Because of sin, they lost their independence, their land, their wealth, their city, and the 
Temple.  Sin is always costly.)
IV.
 Zedekiah reigns in Judah.  (17-20) 


(2 Chronicles 36:11-14; Jeremiah 52:1-3)


A.
Then the king of Babylon made Mattaniah, Jehoiachin's uncle, king in his place, 


and changed his name to Zedekiah. 


B.
Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king.



1.
He reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 


2.
His mother's name was Hamutal, the daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah.

C.
He also did evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. 
D.
For because of the anger of the Lord this happened in Jerusalem and Judah, that 


He finally cast them out from His presence. 

E.
Then Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.  (This was the beginning of 


the end of Judah.)
Study questions on chapter 24:
1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point  I, answer the following questions.



-Who came against Judah during the reign of Jehoiakim?



-Why did the Lord allow these attacks?



-Who reigned in Jehoiakim's place after his death?



-Why did the king of Egypt not come out of his land anymore?

2.
Using verses 8-12 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-How old was Jehoiachin when he became king?



-For how long did he reign?



-What was his mother's name?



-What do you learn about his reign?



-Who created a siege against Jerusalem during this time?



-What happened to King Jehoiachin?

3.
Using verses 13-16 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-Who took Jerusalem captive?



-What treasures were taken out of the city?



-Who was taken captive to Babylon?

4.
Using verses 17-20 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-Who did the king of Babylon name as king in Judah?



-What was this king's name before the king of Babylon changed it? 


-How old was this man when he became king?



-For how many years did he reign?



-What was his mother's name?



-What do you learn about his reign in this passage?



-Why did the Lord cast Jerusalem and Judah out of his presence?



-What fact is recorded in verse 20 that spelled doom for Judah?

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

2 Kings 25

1 And it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in the tenth day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he, and all his host, against Jerusalem, and pitched against it; and they built forts against it round about.

2 And the city was besieged unto the eleventh year of king Zedekiah.

3 And on the ninth day of the fourth month the famine prevailed in the city, and there was no bread for the people of the land.

4 And the city was broken up, and all the men of war fled by night by the way of the gate between two walls, which is by the king's garden: (now the Chaldees were against the city round about:) and the king went the way toward the plain.

5 And the army of the Chaldees pursued after the king, and overtook him in the plains of Jericho: and all his army were scattered from him.

6 So they took the king, and brought him up to the king of Babylon to Riblah; and they gave judgment upon him.

7 And they slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of Zedekiah, and bound him with fetters of brass, and carried him to Babylon.

8 And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month, which is the nineteenth year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, came Nebuzar-adan, captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, unto Jerusalem:

9 And he burnt the house of the Lord, and the king's house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great man's house burnt he with fire.

10 And all the army of the Chaldees, that were with the captain of the guard, brake down the walls of Jerusalem round about.

11 Now the rest of the people that were left in the city, and the fugitives that fell away to the king of Babylon, with the remnant of the multitude, did Nebuzar-adan the captain of the guard carry away.

12 But the captain of the guard left of the poor of the land to be vinedressers and husbandmen.

13 And the pillars of brass that were in the house of the Lord, and the bases, and the brasen sea that was in the house of the Lord, did the Chaldees break in pieces, and carried the brass of them to Babylon.

14 And the pots, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the spoons, and all the vessels of brass wherewith they ministered, took they away.

15 And the firepans, and the bowls, and such things as were of gold, in gold, and of silver, in silver, the captain of the guard took away.

16 The two pillars, one sea, and the bases which Solomon had made for the house of the Lord; the brass of all these vessels was without weight.

17 The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, and the chapiter upon it was brass: and the height of the chapiter three cubits; and the wreathen work, and pomegranates upon the chapiter round about, all of brass: and like unto these had the second pillar with wreathen work.

18 And the captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief priest, and Zephaniah the second priest, and the three keepers of the door:

19 And out of the city he took an officer that was set over the men of war, and five men of them that were in the king's presence, which were found in the city, and the principal scribe of the host, which mustered the people of the land, and threescore men of the people of the land that were found in the city:

20 And Nebuzar-adan captain of the guard took these, and brought them to the king of Babylon to Riblah:

21 And the king of Babylon smote them, and slew them at Riblah in the land of Hamath. So Judah was carried away out of their land.

22 And as for the people that remained in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left, even over them he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, ruler.

23 And when all the captains of the armies, they and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, there came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of Nethahiah, and Johanan the son of Careah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of a Maachathite, they and their men.

24 And Gedaliah sware to them, and to their men, and said unto them, Fear not to be the servants of the Chaldees: dwell in the land, and serve the king of Babylon; and it shall be well with you.

25 But it came to pass in the seventh month, that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the seed royal, came, and ten men with him, and smote Gedaliah, that he died, and the Jews and the Chaldees that were with him at Mizpah.

26 And all the people, both small and great, and the captains of the armies, arose, and came to Egypt: for they were afraid of the Chaldees.

27 And it came to pass in the seven and thirtieth year of the captivity of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the seven and twentieth day of the month, that Evil-merodach king of Babylon in the year that he began to reign did lift up the head of Jehoiachin king of Judah out of prison;

28 And he spake kindly to him, and set his throne above the throne of the kings that were with him in Babylon;

29 And changed his prison garments: and he did eat bread continually before him all the days of his life.

30 And his allowance was a continual allowance given him of the king, a daily rate for every day, all the days of his life.

Outline 25:

(The fall and captivity of Judah; Gedaliah made governor; Jehoiachin released from prison.)
I.
The fall of Judah. (1-7)

(2 Chronicles 36:15-21; Jeremiah 52:4-30)


A.
Now it came to pass in the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, on the tenth 


day of the month, that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came 


against Jerusalem and encamped against it.



1.
And they built a siege wall against it all around. 


2.
So the city was besieged until the eleventh year of King Zedekiah. 

B.
By the ninth day of the fourth month the famine had become so severe in 



the city that there was no food for the people of the land. 


C.
Then the city wall was broken through, and all the men of war fled at night by way 

of the gate between two walls, which was by the king's garden, even though the 


Chaldeans were still encamped all around against the city. 

D.
And the king went by way of the plain.   


1.
But the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king, and they overtook him in 



the plains of Jericho. 


2.
All his army was scattered from him. 


3.
So they took the king and brought him up to the king of Babylon at Riblah, 


and they pronounced judgment on him.  (See Ezekiel 12:13.)



a.
Then they killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes.




b.
They put out the eyes of Zedekiah, bound him with bronze fetters, 




and took him to Babylon. 

II.
The captivity of Judah.  (8-21) 


A.
And in the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month--which was the 



nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon--Nebuzaradan the 


captain of the guard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 


1.
He burned the house of the Lord and the king's house.



2.
He burned all the houses of Jerusalem, that is, all the houses of the great, 



he burned with fire. 

B.
And all the army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard broke 


down the walls of Jerusalem all around. 



1.
Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive the rest of 


the people who remained in the city and the defectors who had deserted to 



the king of Babylon, with the rest of the multitude. 


2.
But the captain of the guard left some of the poor of the land as 




vinedressers and farmers. 

C.
The house of the Lord is razed.



1.  
The Chaldeans broke in pieces the bronze pillars, the carts, and the bronze 



Sea that were in the house of the Lord and carried their bronze to Babylon. 


2.
They also took away the pots, the shovels, the trimmers, the spoons, and 



all the bronze utensils with which the priests ministered. 


3.
The firepans and the basins, the things of solid gold and solid silver, the 



captain of the guard took away. 


4.
The two pillars, one Sea, and the carts, which Solomon had made for the 



house of the Lord, the bronze of all these articles was beyond measure. 



a.
The height of one pillar was eighteen cubits, and the capital on it 




was of bronze. The height of the capital was three cubits, and the 




network and pomegranates all around the capital were all of 




bronze. 



b.
The second pillar was the same, with a network. 


D.
And the captain of the guard took:



1.
Seraiah the chief priest.



2.
Zephaniah the second priest.



3.
The three doorkeepers. 


4.
An officer who had charge of the men of war.



5.
Five men of the king's close associates who were found in the city.



6.
The chief recruiting officer of the army, who mustered the people of the 



land.



7.
Sixty men of the people of the land who were found in the city. 

E.
So Nebuzaradan, captain of the guard, took these and brought them to the king of 


Babylon at Riblah. Then the king of Babylon struck them and put them to death at 

Riblah in the land of Hamath. 

F.
Thus Judah was carried away captive from its own land. 



(There comes a time when there is "no remedy" because of repetitive sins and lack 

of repentance.  Then it is time for God's judgment.   This is why both Israel and 


Judah went into captivity.   See 2 Chronicles 36:16. The book of Revelation 


reveals God's final judgment on the world when there will be "no remedy".)

III.
Gedaliah is appointed governor of Judah.  (22-26)

(Jeremiah 40:5-41:18)


A.
Then he made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan, governor over the 

people who remained in the land of Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of 



Babylon had left.

B.
Now when all the captains of the armies, they and their men, heard that the king 


of Babylon had made Gedaliah governor, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah--


Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, Johanan the son of Careah, Seraiah the son of 


Tanhumeth the Netophathite, and Jaazaniah the son of a Maachathite, they and 


their men. 

C.
And Gedaliah took an oath before them and their men, and said to them:



1.
Do not be afraid of the servants of the Chaldeans. 


2.
Dwell in the land and serve the king of Babylon, and it shall be well with 



you.   (He knew that it was useless to fight against the judgment of God.  



Because of this stand, Gedaliah is assassinated as a traitor to the 




resistance movement: 25:26.)

D.
But it happened in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, the son 


of Elishama, of the royal family, came with ten men and struck and killed 



Gedaliah, the Jews, as well as the Chaldeans who were with him at Mizpah. 


(Gedaliah refused to believe the warning from God, and in so doing lost his life:  


Jeremiah 40:14 and 41:2).


E.
And all the people, small and great, and the captains of the armies, arose and fled 


to Egypt because they were afraid of the Chaldeans. 

(See Jeremiah 42:7-22 for Jeremiah's message to the remnant.  He gave them God's promise that He would protect and provide for them in their own land; he warned that it would be fatal to go to Egypt; and he revealed the wickedness in their hearts that made them pretend they were seeking God's will when they were actually wanting God to agree with what they had already decided to do.)

IV.
Jehoiachin released from prison.  (27-30) 


(Jeremiah 52:31-34)


A.
Now it came to pass in the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Jehoiachin, king 


of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, that Evil-


Merodach king of Babylon--in the year that he began to reign--released Jehoiachin 

king of Judah from prison. 

B.
He spoke kindly to him and gave him a more prominent seat than those of the 


kings who were with him in Babylon. 

C.
So Jehoiachin changed from his prison garments, and he ate bread regularly 


before the king all the days of his life.  And as for his provisions, there was a 


regular ration given him by the king, a portion for each day, all the days of his life.



(Jehoiachin outlived his captor and was released after 37 years of imprisonment


--a symbolic promise of hope to the people and an illustration of the grace of 


God.  In a similar manner, God takes sinners from the bondage of prison, gives 


them new spiritual garments, and invites them to the table of God.)


Study questions on chapter 25:

1.
Using verses 1-7 and outline point I, answer the following questions.



-Who came against Jerusalem and established  a camp?



-What did they build around the city?



-Describe the conditions that resulted in Jerusalem because of the siege.



-Who broke through the city wall and fled?



-Where did the king go, who pursued him, and what happened to his army?



-Who captured Zedekiah?



-What happened to Zedekiah?



-What was done to Zedekiah?

2.
Using verses 8-21 and outline point II, answer the following questions.



-Who was the captain of the guard of Nebuchadnezzaar's army?



-What did he do during the 19th year of Nebuchadnezzar's reign?



-Who remained in the land?



-Describe what happened to the house of the Lord. 



-According to point II C, what leaders were taken captive by the captain of the 


guard and what was their fate when they arrived in Babylon?



-Read the book of Lamentations and summarize the emotions expressed by the 


people of Judah when they were taken captive. 

3.
Using verses 22-26 and outline point  III, answer the following questions.



-Who was appointed governor of the people who remained in Judah?



-Who assembled before Gedaliah?



-What oath did Gedaliah take before them and their men?



-Describe what happened to Gedaliah at the hands of Ishmael.



-What did the people do after Gedaliah's death?



-Read Jeremiah 42:7-22 and summarize Prophet Jeremiah's message to the 


remnant left in Jerusalem.

4.
Using verses 27-30 and outline point IV, answer the following questions.



-In what year was Jehoiachin released from captivity?



-Who released him?



-What was he given for the remainder of his life?



-Of what is this symbolic spiritually? 

5.
What did you learn in this chapter to apply to your life and ministry?

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY ONE
Kings Of Israel And Judah

KINGS OF ISRAEL
Name Of King    Years of Reign
References



Active Prophets
Jeroboam I

22

1 Kings 11:26-14:20; 


Ahijah





2 Chronicles 9:29-13:22
Nadab


2

1 Kings 15:25-28

Baasha


24

1 Kings 15:27-16:7; 





2 Chronicles 6:1-6
Elah


2

1 Kings 16:8-10
Zimri

    
7 days

1 Kings 16:10-20

Omri


12

1 Kings 16:16-27
Ahab


22

1 Kings 16:28-22:40; 


Elijah; Michaiah





2 Chronicles 18:1-34
Ahaziah

2

1 Kings 22:40,51-53; 





2 Kings 1:1-17; 






2 Chronicles 20:35-37       

Joram


12

2 Kings 3:1-3; 9:14-25; 

Obadiah, Elisha





2 Chronicles 22:5-7

Jehu


28

2 Kings 9:1-10:36; 


Obadiah, Joel





2 Chronicles 22:7-12
Jehoahaz

17

2 Kings 13:1-9


Joel
Jehoash (Joah)

16

2 Kings 13:10-25; 14:8-16; 

Joel





2 Chronicles 25:17-24
Jeroboam II

41

2 Kings 14:23-29


Amos, Hosea
Zechariah

six months
2 Kings 15:8-12


Amos, Hosea
Shallum
   
one month
2 Kings 15:13-15


Amos, Hosea, Isaiah
Menahem

10

2 Kings 15:16-22


Amos, Hosea, Isaiah
Pekahiah

2

2 Kings 15:23-26


Hosea, Isaiah, Micah
Pekah


20

2 Kings 15:27-31; 


Hosea, Isaiah, Micah






2 Chronicles 28:5-8 

Hoshea

9

2 Kings 17:1-41


Hosea, Isaiah, Micah


KINGS OF JUDAH
Name Of King    Years of Reign
References



Active Prophets
Rehoboam

17

1 Kings 12:1-14:31; 


Shemaiah





2 Chronicles 10:1-12:16
Abijam

3

1 Kings 15:1-88; 






2 Chronicles 13:1-22
Asa


41

1 Kings 15:9-24; 






2 Chronicles 14:1-16:14
Jehosaphat

25

1 Kings 22:41-50; 






2 Chronicles 17:1-20:37
Johoram

8

2 Kings 8:16-24;


Obadiah





2 Chronicles 21:1-20
Ahaziah

1

2 Kings 8:259-29; 9:27-29; 

Obadiah





2 Chronicles 22:1-9
Athliah

6

2 Kings 8:18; 25-28; 11:1-20; 
Obadiah, Joel





2 Chronicles 22:1-23:21; 24:7
Joash


40

2 Kings 11:1-12:21; 


Obadiah, Joel





2 Chronicles 22:10-24:27
Amaziah

29

2 Kings 14:1-14; 










2 Chronicles 25:1-28
Azariah (Uzziah)
52

2 Kings 15:1-7; 


Amos, Hosea, Isaiah, 





2 Chronicles 26:1-23
Jotham


16

2 Kings 15:32-38; 


Hosea, Isaiah, Micah






2 Chronicles 27:1-9



Ahaz


16

2 Kings 16:1-20; 


Hosea, Isaiah, Micah






2 Chronicles 28:1-27
Hezekiah

29

2 Kings 18:1-20:21; 


Hosea, Isaiah, Micah






2 Chronicles 29:1-32:33
Manasseh

55

2 Kings 21:1-18; 


Isaiah, Micah





2 Chronicles 33:1-20
Amon


2

2 Kings 21:19-23; 






2 Chronicles 33:21-25
Josiah


31

2 Kings 22:1-23:30; 


Zephaniah, Nahum





2 Chronicles 34;1-35:27

Habakkuk, Jeremiah
Jehohaz
   
3 months
2 Kings 23:31-33; 


Jeremiah





2 Chronicles 36:1-4
Jehoiakim

11

2 Kings 23:34-24:5; 


Jeremiah, Daniel





2 Chronicles 26:5-7
Jehoiachin
   
3 months
2 Kings 24:6-16; 


Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 





2 Chronicles 36:8-10


Daniel
Zedekiah

11

2 Kings 24:17-25:7; 


Jeremiah, Ezekiel,





2 Chronicles 36:11-21


Daniel










(Haggai and Malachi)

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY TWO
Prophets And Prophecies

During The Times Of The Kings

The prophets in chronological order.
Before the Exile:
Jonah



Amos



Hosea



Isaiah



Micah



Zephaniah



Jeremiah



Nahum



Habakkuk



Joel

During the exile:
Daniel



Ezekiel



Obadiah

After the exile:

Haggai



Zechariah



Malachi

The prophets in terms of their geographical mission.
Israel – northern kingdom:



Hosea



Amos



Micah

Judah – southern kingdom:



Isaiah



Jeremiah



Joel



Zephaniah



Ezekiel



Daniel



Haggai



Zechariah



Malachi

Gentiles:

Jonah



Nahum



Habakkuk



Obadiah
Prophets who ministered in Judah's last days.
Habbakuk:  He prophesied before the Babylonian invasion, most likely shortly after Josiah's death.  He announced that God would use Babylon to judge his sinful people, but that God would judge Babylon also.

Daniel:  He was taken captive to Babylon during the reign of Jehoiakim and lived his adult life there, serving first the Babylonians and then the Persians.  His prophecies focused on God's kingdom and Israel under Gentile powers.

Ezekiel:  He was taken captive with Jehoiachin.  His prophecy was directed to the exiles and also foretold the religious corruption of the temple that would occur in Jerusalem's last days.

Jeremiah:  He lived in Jerusalem and was later taken with final refugees to Egypt.  His ministry occurred from the reign of Josiah through the destruction of Jerusalem in 587 B.C.  The major theme of his prophecies were against the sins of the final four kings of Judah and the people.

Prophecies in the books of 1 and 2 Kings.

Prophecy





Fulfillment


1 Samuel 2:21-36 




1 Kings 2:27 


2 Samuel 7:12-13 




1 Kings 8:20,24 


1 Kings 11:29-39 




1 Kings 12:15 


1 Kings 13:1-3




2 Kings 23:16-18 


1 Kings 13:20-22 




1 Kings 13:26 


1 Kings 14:6-16 




1 Kings 14:18; 15:29 


1 Kings 16:1-4 




1 Kings 16:12 


Joshua 6:26 





1 Kings 16:34 


1 Kings 17:14 





1 Kings 17.16 


1 Kings 21:21-24,27-29; 2 Kings 9:4-10 

2 Kings 9:30-37; 10:17 


1 Kings 22:17 





2 Kings 22:35-38 


2 Kings 1:6,16 




2 Kings 1:17 


2 Kings 21:10-15 




2 Kings 24:2

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY THREE
The Divided Kingdom

ISRAEL 933-722 B.C.




JUDAH 933-586 B.C.

Other names:






Other Names:

The Ten Tribes





The Two Tribes

The Northern Kingdom




The Southern Kingdom

Samaria/Ephraim





House Of David

Ruling Families:





Ruling Families:

Nine dynasties or ruling families



One dynasty (David)

Nineteen kings (all wicked)




Twenty kings (Many Good)

One Suicide/Seven assassinations



Five assassinations

Duration:






 Duration:

211 years






347 years

Captivity:






Captivity:

Punished by captivity to Assyria



Carried to Babylon

Dispersed among nations




Returned after 70 years









Rebuilt Jerusalem and Temple








Did not regain freedom

Territory:






Territory:

More than 2/3 of Canaan




Less than l/3 of Canaan

The best portion of the land




The Temple and Jerusalem

Religion:






Religion:

Forsook God-ordained way of worship


Idolatry added to worship of God
Worshiped golden calf 




Frequent reforms

Added Baal and Asherah worship during Ahab's reign
God-fearing kings who reigned 








longer than the wicked kings
MAP OF THE DIVIDED KINGDOM
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SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY FOUR

BIOGRAPHICAL PROFILE OF SOLOMON

HIS NAME:
The name "Solomon" is related to the Hebrew "shalom" meaning "peace." Shalom means the kind of peace that results from being in harmony with God and with one's fellow man. Shalom implies wholeness. According to Samuel, Solomon's other name was "Jedidiah, "Beloved of Yahweh" (2 Samuel 12:24-25). 

HIS BIRTH:
After David's adultery with Bathsheba and the murder of her husband, Uriah the Hittite, King David married Bathsheba.  The child of their adulterous union died, but later on a son was born to them who would inherit the throne.  They named him Solomon.

GOD(S APPEARANCES TO SOLOMON:
1 Kings 3:5‑15
5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you." 

6 Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 

7 "Now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. 

8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. 

9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?" 

10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 

11 So God said to him, "Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for

 yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, 

12 I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. 

13 Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for ( both riches and honor ( so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. 

14 And if you walk in my ways and obey my statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life."  (NIV)

1 Chronicles 1:7-12

7 That night God appeared to Solomon and said to him, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you." 

8 Solomon answered God, "You have shown great kindness to David my father and have

made me king in his place. 

9 Now, Lord God, let your promise to my father David be confirmed, for you have made me king over a people who are as numerous as the dust of the earth. 

10 Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead this people, for who is able to govern this great people of yours?" 

11 God said to Solomon, "Since this is your heart's desire and you have not asked for wealth, riches or honor, nor for the death of your enemies, and since you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and knowledge to govern my people over whom I have made you king, 

12 therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given you. And I will also give you wealth, riches and honor, such as no king who was before you ever had and none after you will have." (NIV)

1 Kings 9:1-9
1 When Solomon had finished building the Temple of the Lord and the royal palace, and had achieved all he had desired to do, 

2 the Lord appeared to him a second time, as he had appeared to him at Gibeon. 

3 The Lord said to him: "I have heard the prayer and plea you have made before me; I have consecrated this Temple, which you have built, by putting my Name there forever. My eyes and my heart will always be there. 

4 "As for you, if you walk before me in integrity of heart and uprightness, as David your father did, and do all I command and observe my decrees and laws, 

5 I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever, as I promised David your father

when I said, 'You shall never fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.' 

6 "But if you or your sons turn away from me and do not observe the commands and decrees I have given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them, 

7 then I will cut off Israel from the land I have given them and will reject this Temple I have consecrated for my Name. Israel will then become a byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples. 

8 And though this Temple is now imposing, all who pass by will be appalled and will scoff and say, 'Why has the Lord done such a thing to this land and to this Temple?' 

9 People will answer, 'Because they have forsaken the Lord their God, who brought their fathers out of Egypt, and have embraced other gods, worshiping and serving them ( that is why the Lord brought all this disaster on them.'" (NIV)

In 1 Kings 11: God appeared again to Solomon, but was not pleased with him.  The remainder of the chapter tells how Solomon was plagued by adversaries, internal rebellion, and frustration because of his compromises and sins.

1 Kings 11:9‑13

9 The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 

10 Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the Lord's command. 

11 So the Lord said to Solomon, "Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates. 

12 Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will not do it during your lifetime. I

 will tear it out of the hand of your son. 

13 Yet I will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen." (NIV)

HIS INAUGURATION AND REIGN:

Solomon's accession to the throne, his prayer to God for wisdom, his great wealth, his building of the Temple, his prayer of dedication and God's response, his successes, as well as his later failures‑‑are recorded in 1 Kings 1‑11 and 3:5-15; 1 Chronicles 29:23-25; 2 Chronicles 1‑9; and Ecclesiastes 2:4-6.  

Solomon was an author and composer of over 1,005 songs (1 Kings 4:29-34); an architect and administrator (1 Kings 4 and 6); a scientist, writer, and musician (1 Kings 4:29-34);  and a diplomat and businessman (1 Kings 4-5).   He made houses, reservoirs, gardens, orchards, and vineyards. A record of his achievements is found in 1 Kings 6,1,38; 7:1; and Ecclesiastes 2:4-6. 

God gave Solomon:


-Riches and fame: 1 Kings 4:20-27; 10:14-22.


-Wisdom and knowledge: 2 Chronicles 1:7-12; 9:1-8, 22-23.


-Discernment and strength: 1 Kings 4:29-34.


-Vision and skill: 1 Kings 10:23-24.

Solomon reigned for 40 years in Israel.   His wealth, wisdom, and achievements were unlike any king before him (1 Chronicles 29:23-25) as witnessed by the queen of Sheba (2 Chronicles 9:5-6).  Visitors from all over the world came to consult Solomon. What an opportunity he had to share the true God with these visitors!  
Solomon's success in his early years was:


-Because the Lord was with him: 2 Chronicles 1:1.

-Because of his private dependence on God: 1 Kings 3:7-9.


-Because of his public confession of faith: 1 Kings 8:54-61.
THE WRITINGS OF SOLOMON:

Solomon wrote the majority of the book of Proverbs.  The Book of Kings says that Solomon also wrote 1005 songs. Of all his songs, only the Song of Solomon survives. Most commentators consider the Song of Solomon to have been written early in his life.  Ecclesiastes seems to have been written later in his life and recalls how he had searched for meaning in life. His conclusion is that life only makes sense when God is at the center of all we undertake.  (For further study of Solomon's writings see the Legacy Bible Outlines on Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon.)
HIS LATER YEARS:
Solomon's early years were followed by a decline and an extended time when he was not walking with God:

For it came to pass, when Solomon was old, that his wives turned away his heart after other gods: and his heart was not perfect with the Lord his God, as was the heart of David his father. (1 Kings 11:4)
Solomon(s decline started with compromises.  His decline was due to:

-Unsettled focus: His heard turned from God:

1 Kings 11:4,9

-Union with an unbeliever:




1 Kings 8:11

-Unaccountability:

 



1 Kings 9:19

-Uncontrolled desires:





1 Kings 9:1,10; 








2 Chronicles 8:6

-Unwise alliances:





1 Kings 3:1

-Unresolved conflicts: 




1 Kings 9:10-14

-Unrestrained preoccupation with sex and carnal desires:
1 Kings 11:1-8

-Unholy involvement with idolatry:



1 Kings 11:4-8


-Unwillingness to follow biblical counsel:  


1 Corinthians 10:11-12

-Uninterested, disillusioned, bored:



Ecclesiastes 2:3-8; 9-11; 









16-19; 20-24


Solomon followed a pattern against which believers should guard.  First, he was friendly with the world:  James 4:4. Then he became spotted by the world: James 1:27.  Next, he came to love the world:  1 John 2:15-17 and to be conformed to the world Romans 12:2.

Towards the end of his life, Solomon apparently returned to close fellowship with God as reflected by the advice given in his declining years: 1 Kings 11:40-43 and Ecclesiastes 11:9-12:7.

Solomon was given riches, power, and wisdom unlike any other king of Israel (1 Chronicles 29:25).   Solomon was called to be a lover of God, but later in life he turned to the flesh and became consumed by his love for women. There are several warnings to heed in Solomon's decline:

One:  No matter how wise you are, how much you love God, or how deep your level of 
intimacy with Him, compromise can lead to spiritual decline.  This is why the Apostle 
Paul said:  "But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any 
means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway"  (1 Corinthians 
9:27).  

Two:  Even the greatest human intelligence is not a substitute for simple faith in God and 
love of God.

Three:  Obedience is better than sacrifice in the eyes of the Lord.


Four:  Your purpose in life must be spiritual, or else you will be unfulfilled.  Solomon had 
everything and did everything, but he was disillusioned and restless because he did not 
fulfill his God-given purpose. 

Five:  You will give account to God for how you spend your life (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

Six: No matter how far you stray from the Lord or how many times you fall, forgiveness 
and restoration are available if you will repent and return to the Lord: "If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness" (1 John 1:8).

OLD TESTAMENT REFERENCES TO SOLOMON:

-His birth is recorded in 2 Samuel 5:14 and 12:24.

-The books of 1 and 2 Kings and 1 and 2 Chronicles contain numerous references, as this is where his reign is recorded.

-Proverbs 1:1; 10:1; and 25:1 identify Solomon as the author of many of the Proverbs.

-Solomon is mentioned in the Song of Songs in 1:5; 3:9, 11; and 8:11-12.

-The prophet Jeremiah mentions the Temple made by Solomon  in Jeremiah 52:20.

NEW TESTAMENT REFERENCES TO SOLOMON:

-Solomon is listed in the genealogy of Jesus: Matthew 1:6-7. 
-Jesus said that Solomon had a glorious kingdom: Matthew 6:29; Luke 12:27.  
Jesus  spoke of the wisdom of Solomon and noted that a greater than Solomon was present with them: Matthew 12:42; Luke 11:31.

-Stephen referred to the house that Solomon built for God: Acts 7:47.

STUDY QUESTIONS 

1.
What does the name Solomon mean?

2.
Who were Solomon's parents?

3.
Summarize what you learned about Solomon's inauguration and reign.

4.
Study the references that record God(s appearances to Solomon.  


-What things are unique to the Chronicles account? 


-What things are unique to the Kings account?


-What things are similar in both accounts?

5.
What were the major writings of Solomon?

6.
Summarize what you learned about Solomon(s spiritual decline.
7.
What important lessons may be learned from Solomon(s life?
8.
See Deuteronomy 17:14-20 for instructions regarding kings.  Which of these were true of 
Solomon? What instructions did Solomon apparently ignore?

9.
Read  the book of Proverbs and note the principles that Solomon violated--despite 
the fact that most of these truths were penned by his own hand under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit.
10.
Read Proverbs 3:1-12 and list seven benefits of a right relationship with God.
11.
Read Proverbs 3:13-20 and list ten aspects of wisdom.
SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY FIVE
Gehazi: The Ultimate Comeback
I.
The background: 2 Kings 5
A.
The healing of Naaman:

5:1 Now Naaman, captain of the host of the king of Syria, was a great man with his master, and honourable, because by him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria: he was also a mighty man in valour, but he was a leper.

2 And the Syrians had gone out by companies, and had brought away captive out of the land of Israel a little maid; and she waited on Naaman's wife.

3 And she said unto her mistress, Would God my Lord were with the prophet that is in Samaria! for he would recover him of his leprosy.

4 And one went in, and told his Lord, saying, Thus and thus said the maid that is of the land of Israel.

5 And the king of Syria said, Go to, go, and I will send a letter unto the king of Israel. And he departed, and took with him ten talents of silver, and six thousand pieces of gold, and ten changes of raiment.

6 And he brought the letter to the king of Israel, saying, Now when this letter is come unto thee, behold, I have therewith sent Naaman my servant to thee, that thou mayest recover him of his leprosy.

7 And it came to pass, when the king of Israel had read the letter, that he rent his clothes, and said, Am I God, to kill and to make alive, that this man doth send unto me to recover a man of his leprosy? wherefore consider, I pray you, and see how he seeketh a quarrel against me.

8 And it was so, when Elisha the man of God had heard that the king of Israel had rent his clothes, that he sent to the king, saying, Wherefore hast thou rent thy clothes? let him come now to me, and he shall know that there is a prophet in Israel.

9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood at the door of the house of Elisha.

10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash in the Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean.

11 But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper.

12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage.

13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?

14 Then went he down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.

15 And he returned to the man of God, he and all his company, and came, and stood 
before him: and he said, Behold, now I know that there is no God in all earth, but in Israel: now therefore, I pray thee, take a blessing of thy servant.

16 But he said, As the Lord liveth, before whom I stand, I will receive none. And he urged him to take it; but he refused.

17 And Naaman said, Shall there not then, I pray thee, be given to thy servant two mules' burden of earth? for thy servant will henceforth offer neither burnt offering nor sacrifice unto other gods, but unto the Lord.

18 In this thing the Lord pardon thy servant, that when my master goeth into the house of Rimmon to worship there, and he leaneth on my hand, and I bow myself in the house of Rimmon: when I bow down myself in the house of Rimmon, the Lord pardon thy servant in this thing.

19 And he said unto him, Go in peace. So he departed from him a little way.

B.
Gehazi(s sin:
20 But Gehazi, the servant of Elisha the man of God, said, Behold, my master hath spared Naaman this Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that which he brought: but, as the Lord liveth, I will run after him, and take somewhat of him.

21 So Gehazi followed after Naaman. And when Naaman saw him running after him, he lighted down from the chariot to meet him, and said, Is all well?

22 And he said, All is well. My master hath sent me, saying, Behold, even now there be come to me from mount Ephraim two young men of the sons of the prophets: give them, I pray thee, a talent of silver, and two changes of garments.

23 And Naaman said, Be content, take two talents. And he urged him, and bound two talents of silver in two bags, with two changes of garments, and laid them upon two of his servants; and they bare them before him.

24 And when he came to the tower, he took them from their hand, and bestowed them in the house: and he let the men go, and they departed.

25 But he went in, and stood before his master. And Elisha said unto him, Whence comest thou, Gehazi? And he said, Thy servant went no whither.

26 And he said unto him, Went not mine heart with thee, when the man turned again from his chariot to meet thee? Is it a time to receive money, and to receive garments, and oliveyards, and vineyards, and sheep, and oxen, and menservants, and maidservants?

27 The leprosy therefore of Naaman shall cleave unto thee, and unto thy seed for ever. And he went out from his presence a leper as white as snow.

1.
The sin and its judgment

2.
Gehazi became a leper and no longer served Elisha.  

3.
The curse was to cling to him and his seed forever.

4.
Lepers were separate from society because the disease was contagious.

5.
Leprosy is symbolic of sin:

-begins within subtly, then erupts on the surface

-contagious. 

-debilitating

-separates you from society 

-destructive

-eats away at you

-unless dealt with, results in death
II.
The ultimate comeback: In 2 Kings 8, Gehazi is in the throne room in the presence of the king.
2 Kings 8:1‑6

8:1 Then spake Elisha unto the woman, whose son he had restored to life, saying, Arise, and go thou and thine household, and sojourn wheresoever thou canst sojourn: for the Lord hath called for a famine; and it shall also come upon the land seven years.

2 And the woman arose, and did after the saying of the man of God: and she went with her household, and sojourned in the land of the Philistines seven years.

3 And it came to pass at the seven years' end, that the woman returned out of the land of the Philistines: and she went forth to cry unto the king for her house and for her land.

4 And the king talked with Gehazi the servant of the man of God, saying, Tell me, I pray thee, all the great things that Elisha hath done.

5 And it came to pass, as he was telling the king how he had restored a dead body to life, that, behold, the woman, whose son he had restored to life, cried to the king for her house and for her land. And Gehazi said, My Lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son, whom Elisha restored to life.

6 And when the king asked the woman, she told him. So the king appointed unto her a certain officer, saying, Restore all that was hers, and all the fruits of the field since the day that she left the land, even until now.

A.
What was Gehazi doing there?  

B.
People with leprosy didn't serve in the throne room of the king.  They were not even permitted in society because of the contagiousness of leprosy.

C.
The answer is found by examining the events between 2 Kings 5 and 8.
III.
The siege of Samaria.
2 Kings 7:1‑8:1

7:1 Then Elisha said, Hear ye the word of the Lord; Thus saith the Lord, To morrow about this time shall a measure of fine flour be sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, in the gate of Samaria.

2 Then a Lord on whose hand the king leaned answered the man of God, and said, Behold, if the Lord would make windows in heaven, might this thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.

3 And there were four leprous men at the entering in of the gate: and they said one to another, Why sit we here until we die?

4 If we say, We will enter into the city, then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there: and if we sit still here, we die also. Now therefore come, and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians: if they save us alive, we shall live; and if they kill us, we shall but die.

5 And they rose up in the twilight, to go unto the camp of the Syrians: and when they were come to the uttermost part of the camp of Syria, behold, there was no man there.

6 For the Lord had made the host of the Syrians to hear a noise of chariots, and a noise of horses, even the noise of a great host: and they said one to another, Lo, the king of Israel hath hired against us the kings of the Hittites, and the kings of the Egyptians, to come upon us.

7 Wherefore they arose and fled in the twilight, and left their tents, and their horses, and their asses, even the camp as it was, and fled for their life.

8 And when these lepers came to the uttermost part of the camp, they went into one tent,

 and did eat and drink, and carried thence silver, and gold, and raiment, and went and hid it; and came again, and entered into another tent, and carried thence also, and went and hid it.

9 Then they said one to another, We do not well: this day is a day of good tidings, and we hold our peace: if we tarry till the morning light, some mischief will come upon us: now therefore come, that we may go and tell the king's household.

10 So they came and called unto the porter of the city: and they told them, saying, We came to the camp of the Syrians, and, behold, there was no man there, neither voice of man, but horses tied, and asses tied, and the tents as they were.

11 And he called the porters; and they told it to the king's house within.

12 And the king arose in the night, and said unto his servants, I will now shew you what the Syrians have done to us. They know that we be hungry; therefore are they gone out of the camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, When they come out of the city, we shall catch them alive, and get into the city.

13 And one of his servants answered and said, Let some take, I pray thee, five of the horses that remain, which are left in the city, (behold, they are as all the multitude of Israel that are left in it: behold, I say, they are even as all the multitude of the Israelites that are consumed:) and let us send and see.

14 They took therefore two chariot horses; and the king sent after the host of the Syrians, saying, Go and see.

15 And they went after them unto Jordan: and, lo, all the way was full of garments and vessels, which the Syrians had cast away in their haste. And the messengers returned, and told the king.

16 And the people went out, and spoiled the tents of the Syrians. So a measure of fine flour was sold for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel, according to the word of the Lord.

17 And the king appointed the Lord on whose hand he leaned to have the charge of the gate: and the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died, as the man of God had said, who spake when the king came down to him.

18 And it came to pass as the man of God had spoken to the king, saying, Two measures of barley for a shekel, and a measure of fine flour for a shekel, shall be to morrow about this time in the gate of Samaria:

19 And that Lord answered the man of God, and said, Now, behold, if the Lord should make windows in heaven, might such a thing be? And he said, Behold, thou shalt see it with thine eyes, but shalt not eat thereof.

20 And so it fell out unto him: for the people trode upon him in the gate, and he died.

A.
The Bible does not say this, but Jewish orthodox rabbis believe these lepers were Gehazi and his three sons.  That is the only explanation given for how Gehazi can be in the presence of the king in chapter 8.

B.
To experience the ultimate comeback, you must determine not to remain where you are.  (Why sit we here until we die?(
C.
The lepers began to move toward their destiny.

D.
The Bible says they (rose up in twilight(.  Twilight is the darkest time.  In the darkest time, you must rise up.

E.
 It also says the Syrians heard the sound of a great host at twilight and fled. 

God manifests Himself even though we may act in weakness.  
1.
Rise up as you are(a leper marked by sin.  
2.
Rise up in the midst of your circumstances(the twilight of your life.  
3.
Rise up in the darkest hour which is just before the dawn!

F.
When they saw the Syrian garments and silver, it probably reminded Gehazi of his great sin which involved garments and silver.  (I will not fail that test again!(
G.
They went to the city to share the good news.  The New Testament pattern is that as the lepers went, they were healed.

H.
No one believed they could be changed.  People may not think you can change.

I.
Regardless of your sin, regardless of the curses upon you, regardless of the generational curses (the sons had leprosy through no fault of their own)(you can experience the ultimate comeback.  Begin to move towards your destiny!

J.
In the book of Joel, God declared about errant Israel:


That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the 
locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the cankerworm hath 
left hath the caterpillar eaten.  (Joel 1:4)

These pests were sent by God because of sin, but Israel would be restored through repentance:


And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm , 
and the caterpillar, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you. 
And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your 
God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed. 
(Joel 2:25-26)

God will restore the effects of sin(liberate you from sexual bondage, drugs, alcohol, etc.  He will restore the wasted years.

IV.
Gehazi becomes the king(s right hand man.
A.
You may be marked by the sin (leprosy) of this world.

B.
You may have the curse of sin upon you.

C.
You can be restored(the ultimate comeback(and live in the throne room of the King, completely whole.

D.
Rise up.  Begin to move towards your destiny.

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY SIX  

Biographical Profile Of Josiah
-The reign of Manasseh,  Josiah's grandfather, was characterized by gross idolatry and occultism.  He eventually repented and sought to restore worship of God in Israel: 2 Kings 21:1-18; 
2 Chronicles 33:1-20. 

-Josiah was born to Amon and Jedidah in Jerusalem six years before the end of Manasseh's  reign: 2 Kings 22:1; 2 Chronicles 33:21-25.

-The first six years of Josiah's life were spent under the reign of Manasseh at the time when 

Manasseh had humbled himself, repented of his idolatry, and sought to restore true worship in Judah: 2 Chronicles 33:10-20.

-Josiah's father, Amon, became king at the age of 22 and ruled for two years.  Josiah was 6 years old. Amon was a wicked ruler: 2 Kings 21:19-22; 2 Chronicles 33:20-23. 

-The servants of Arnon formed a conspiracy and killed him and the people executed the conspirators: 2 Kings 21:23-24; 2 Chronicles 33:24-25.

-The people made Josiah king over Judah, and he reigned in place of Amon: 2 Kings 21:24, 26; 
2 Chronicles 33:25. 

-At the age of 8, Josiah began to reign over Judah. He did what was right in the sight of the Lord:

 2 Kings 22:1-2; 2 Chronicles 34:1-2. 

 -The prophet Zephaniah proclaimed the soon-coming judgment of the Lord on Judah: 

Zephaniah 1-3.

-In the eighth year of his reign, Josiah began to seek the Lord: 2 Chronicles 34:3a. 

-In the twelfth year of his reign, Josiah began to purge the land of idolatry: 2 Chronicles 34:3b.

-In the thirteenth year of the reign of Josiah, Jeremiah began his ministry:  Jeremiah 1:2.
 -In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah, he ordered the repair and cleansing of the Temple:

2 Chronicles 34:8-9. 

-Josiah sent Shaphan to instruct Hilkiah the high priest to count and disperse the funds for the temple restoration:  2 Kings 22:3-7; 2 Chronicles 34:9-13.

-In cleaning and repairing the Temple, Hilkiah the high priest found the Book of the Law and sent it to Josiah.  Shapan read the book before the king: 2 Kings 22:8-10; 2 Chronicles 34:14-18. 

-When Josiah heard the Book of the Law, he tore his robes and repented for the sin of the people: 2 Kings 22:11; 2 Chronicles 34:19. 

-Josiah ordered Hilkiah the high priest and those with him to inquire of the Lord concerning the laws:  2 Kings 22:12-13; 2 Chronicles 34:20-21. 

-The men went to Huldah, the prophetess, who prophesied the judgment to come on Judah and blessing on Josiah because he had humbled himself before God: 2 Kings 22: 14-20; 2 Chronicles 34:22-28. 

-Josiah gathered the elders and people of Judah and Jerusalem to hear the words of the Book:

2 Kings 23: 1-2; 2 Chronicles 34:29-30. 

-Josiah led the people in making a covenant to serve the Lord and obey His Word: 

2 Kings 23:3; 2 Chronicles 34:31-32. 

-Josiah commanded that all implements of idolatry be brought out of the Temple and destroyed. He also removed the priests of the high places and destroyed their altars: 2 Kings 23:4-14; 2 Chronicles 34:33. 

-Josiah also sought to rid the land of those who resorted to mediums, eliminate household idols, and other abominations that accompanied idolatry: 2 Kings 23:24; 2 Chronicles 34:33. 

-Josiah carried the ashes of the idols to Bethel and there defiled and destroyed the altar that 

Jeroboam I had established. This fulfilled the prophecy of the man of God from Judah. He also burned the bones of the false priests: 1 Kings 13:1-3; 2 Kings 23:4, 15-16.

-At Bethel, Josiah honored the tombs of "the man of God from Judah" and the prophet of Bethel: 1 Kings 13:30-32;2 Kings 23:17-18. 

-He destroyed the shrines in the cities of Samaria and executed the priests of those high places: 

2 Kings 23: 19-20. 

-In the eighteenth year of his reign, in response to reading the Book of the Covenant, Josiah commanded the people to keep the Passover: 2 Kings 23:21-23;2 Chronicles 35:1-19. 

-Pharaoh Necho of Egypt, marched through Israel on his way to aid the Assyrian armies against Babylon. Ignoring the counsel of Necho, Josiah went into battle against Necho and died there:

2 Kings 23:29-30; 2 Chronicles 35:20-24. 

-Judah and Jerusalem mourned the death of Josiah: 2 Chronicles 35:24-25; Zechariah 12:11. 

-Josiah's son  Jeehoahaz (Joahaz)became king in Judah. He ruled 3 months and was deposed by the king of Egypt: 2 Chronicles 36:1-3. 

-The king of Egypt made Eliakim, another of Josiah's sons, king over Judah.  His name was changed to Jehoiakim and his eleven year reign was evil: 2 Chronicles 36:4-5. 

-Josiah made a profound impact on Judah and Israel. There was no other king during this period that focused on the Word of God as he did: 2 Kings 23:25; 2 Chronicles 34:33; Jeremiah 22:15-16. 

SUPPLEMENTAL STUDY SEVEN

ELIJAH AND ELISHA


Miracles In The Ministry Of Elijah 

· Causing the rain the cease for 3( years (1 Kings 17:1)

· Being fed by the ravens (1 Kings 17:4)

· Miracle of the meal and oil (1 Kings 17:14)

· Resurrection of the widow's son (1 Kings 17:22) 

· Calling fire from heaven on the altar (1 Kings 18:38) 

· Causing it to rain (1 Kings 18:45) 

· Prophecy that Ahab's sons would be destroyed (1 Kings 21:22) 

· Prophecy that Jezebel would be eaten by dogs (1 Kings 21:23) 

· Prophecy that Ahaziah would die of his illness (2 Kings 1:4) 

· Calling fire from heaven upon the soldiers (2 Kings 2:10-12) 

· Parting the Jordan River (2 Kings 2:8) 

· Prophecy that Elisha should have a double portion of his spirit (2 Kings 2:10) 

· Being caught up to heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kings 2:11) 

Miracles In The Ministry Of Elisha

· Parting of the Jordan (2 Kings 2:14) 

· Healing of the waters (2 Kings 2:21) 

· Curse of the bears (2 Kings 2:24) 

· Filling the valley with water (2 Kings 3:17) 

· Deception of the Moabites (2 Kings 3:22) 

· Miracle of the vessels of oil (2 Kings 4:4) 

· Prophecy that the Shunammite woman would have a son (2 Kings 4:16) 

· Resurrection of the Shunammite's son (2 Kings 4:34) 

· Healing of the stew (2 Kings 4:41) 

· Miracle of the bread (2 Kings 4:43) 

· Healing of Naaman (2 Kings 5:14) 

· Perception of Gehazi's transgression (2 Kings 5:26) 

· Cursing Gehazi with leprosy (2 Kings 5:27) 

· Floating of the axe head (2 Kings 6:6) 

· Prophecy of the Syrian battle plans (2 Kings 6:9) 

· Vision of the chariots (2 Kings 6:17) 

· Blinding the Syrian army (2 Kings 6:18) 

· Restoring the sight of the Syrian army (2 Kings 6:20) 

· Prophecy of the end of the great famine (2 Kings 7:1) 

· Prophecy that the unbelieving nobleman would see, but not partake of, the abundance (2 Kings 7:2) 

· Deception of the Syrians with the sound of chariots (2 Kings 7:6) 

· Prophecy of the seven-year famine (2 Kings 8:1) 

· Prophecy of Benhadad's untimely death (2 Kings 8:10) 

· Prophecy of Hazael's cruelty to Israel (2 Kings 8:12) 

· Prophecy that Jehu would smite the house of Ahab (2 Kings 9:7) 

· Prophecy that Joash would smite the Syrians (2 Kings 13:17-19) 

· Resurrection of the man touched by Elisha(s bones (2 Kings 13:21) 


A Comparison Of The Ministries Of Elijah And Elisha

ADVANCE \d4
Background:  Elijah came from rustic Gilead beyond the Jordan River and was probably from a relatively poor home. Elisha came from Abel Meholah in Israel proper and appears to have had a wealthy upbringing (12 oxen would denote wealth).

Personality:  Elijah seems to have been a man of moods(experiencing great emotional swings between euphoria and depression. We see no evidence of this in Elisha.

Physical Appearance: Elijah was a hairy man (2 Kings 1:8), while Elisha probably was bald (2 Kings 2:23). 

Ministries: Both were empowered by God, but as a result of the double-portion anointing, Elisha's ministry superseded Elijah's in certain ways:

· Elisha's ministry lasted about twice as long as Elijah's.

· The Bible records twice as many miracles by Elisha as by Elijah, evidence of the double-portion Elisha had requested.

· Most of Elijah(s ministry was directly confronting powerful worldly figures (Ahab; Jezebel; Ahaziah).  Elisha dealt mainly with common people(a widow, a laborer, a Shunnamite woman, etc. 

· Most of Elijah's miracles were dramatic and judgmental, ie., the drought, fire falling from heaven, etc. Most of Elisha's miracles were deeds of compassion such as cleansing the waters of Jericho (2 Kings 2:19-22); increasing a widow's supply of oil, (2 Kings 4:1-7); cleansing a poisonous pot of food (2 Kings 4:38-41); feeding 100 hungry men by multiplying a small amount of barley loaves and corn (2 Kings 4:42-44); curing a Gentile of  leprosy (2 Kings 5:14); and recovering a lost axe head (2 Kings 6:1-7)

· Both apparently trained the (sons of the prophets( during their ministries: 2 Kings 2:3, 5, 7; 4:1, 38; 5:22.

· Both had  unusual experiences in their departures from this life. Elijah was taken up without experiencing death (2 Kings 2), while Elisha's bones brought a corpse back to life (2 King 13).


Index Of Biblical References

Elijah:
The story of Elijah is recorded in  1 Kings17-2 Kings 10:17.  Elijah(s name is specifically mentioned in the following references:

1 Kings 17:1,13,15-16,18, 22-24

1 Kings 18:1-2,7-8,11,14-16, 21-22,25,27,30-31,36,40-42,46 

1 Kings 19:1-2,9,13,19-21

1 Kings 21:17,20,28,28

2 Kings 1:3-4,8,10,12,13,15,17

2 Kings 2:1-2,4.6,8-9,11,13-15

2 Kings 3:11

2 Kings 9:36

2 Kings 10:10,17

Elijah is also mentioned in the following references:

2 Chronicles 21:12

Ezra 10:21

Malachi 4:5

Elias, another name for Elijah, in mentioned in the following passages (KJV):

Matthew 11:14

Matthew 16:14

Matthew 17:3-4,10-12

Matthew 27:47,49

Mark 6:15

Mark 8:28

Mark 9:4-5; 11-13

Mark 15:35-36

Mark 15:36

Luke 1:17

Luke 4:25-26

Luke 9:8, 19, 30,33,54

John 1:21, 25

Romans 11:2

James 5:17

Elisha:
The story of Elisha is recorded in  Kings 19 -2 Kings 13.  Elisha(s name is specifically mentioned in the following references:

1 Kings 19:16-19

2 Kings 2:1-5, 9, 12, 14-15,19,22 

2 Kings 3:11, 13-14

2 Kings 4:1-2,8,17;32,38

2 Kings 5:8-10,20,25

2 Kings 6:1, 12, 17-21,31-32

2 Kings 7:1

2 Kings 8:1,4-5,7,10,13-14

2 Kings 9:1

2 Kings 13:14-17,20-21
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